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* at t the Requeſt of a Noble Lord, and 
convey d to him in Letters, by late Secre · 
tary- Interpreter to the Marquiſs of Lou vois, who 
by that means had the Peruſal of all the Private 
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i «4 queſtion but the Reader, wil expect 
ny; e ſhould be premiſed, by way of 
ly we Satisfattion to fuch Scruples as may be 
Peas fſuggeſted in general, concerning the Authen- 
IST of tickneſs of the enſuing Letters ; which, as 
conceive, are reducible to the following "Heads, viz. 
n Account of the Author, and the Means whereby he 
t his Intelligence; the Verity of the Matters related; 
be Nature of the Correſpondence ;, aud what part the 
lethodizer has had in the Undertaking. I ſhall there- 
re endeavour to give as diſtinct and ſatisfattory a Sole 
on of each Particular, as may reaſonably be expected, 
IF the Circumſtance of the Things will juſtly admit of. 
Firſt then for the Author, and his Intelligence, The 
ft time he went over into France, was in the Year 
$75. where he had not ſtay d above a Tear, but that 
e Place of General Commis, or Clark of the Diſ- 
tches, and Particular Commis Interpreter to that great 
ench Miniſter of State, the Marquiſs de Louvois, for 
be 2 airs relating to our three Kingdoms, falling va- 
the Death of one Mr. Kilpatrick, a Scotchman's 
s that ſame r was conferred by him upon 
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iv The PRETACE. 
4 Frenchman, a Favourite of his, named Belou; v 
underſtanding no Engliſh, and therefore not being able 
;Y manage the Affair without an Engliſhman, our Aut 
'F was recommended to him for that Service (as he hin 
| in his firſt Letter) which yet you are to note by t 
i} way, was not the firſt he writ from that Country 
| that noble Perſon he correſponded with, and to whi 
j ' be was previouſly engaged to tranſmit all the Intellige 
he could learn of the Proceedings of the French Coy 
before he entred upon the ſaid Imployment, (but th 
being not very material, he took no care to preſerve t 
Tranſcripts by him) and continued to be Interpreter 
the Engliſh Tongue till after the time of our Grand R 
a. volution, .when he came over into England 3 where | 
1 ſtay was not long, but he was imploy'd by the ſame 
ble Perſon to return into France again: where the da 
gerous Part he was to act may be better conceived t 
wow expreſt, and concerning which you may hear 
hereafter. ru” 5 | 
It's no bard matter to imagine what Qualificati 
were neceſſary to recommend our Author to the Imp 
ment afore noted, and how far his Out · ſide muſt d 
fer from his In- ſide during his aboad there; which 
gether with that part which he has acted in that Ki 
; dom, fince his preſent Majeſly King WILLIA 
1 Acceſſion to the Throne, and that he knows not 
1 ſoon he may ſtill be engaged to return (tho he be at | 
| ſent in London) are Reaſons of themſelves, without 
4 peradding any other, of the many that might be þ 
1 ö duced, more than ſufficient for the Suppreſſion of 
j Name, and of my being engaged in the Work z wi 
| | wet rather than Truth ſhould ſuffer, I am ſatisfy'd 
it will be as forward to render as well known to the Wi 
| 8s *tis to that noble Perſon who has imploy d him. 
| lam of Opinion, the Reader will be much better | 
Fi . *ſuaded of the Verity of the Facts, as well as much 
fl pleaſed with the new Diſcoveries of State-Myſteries 
. - will meet with here, by the Peruſal of the Work him 
than by any thing I can pretend to ſay in the Def 
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of he one, or the Commendations of the other. A 14 | 


were it not to obviate a vulgar Error and Objection 


that I foreſee would be made upon this Subject, That all = 


that could be writ has been written already, concerning 
the late Reigns, I ſhould diſmiſs it; but now 1 am ne. 


ceſſitated not to ſingle out, but promiſcuouſly to call to 


mind a few Heads (for to make an Enumeration of all 
the remarkable Particulars, were to run through the Con- 


rents of every individual Letter) and to ask the Objec- 
tor, where it is he meets with an exact Account of the 
Private League between King Charles II. and the French 


King ; The Duke of York's ſecret Correſpondence with 
that Court; Coleman's Intervention with both for his 


own Advantage; The Intereſt the French made both in 
England and Holland among the ſeveral Sects and Parties 
ef Men, to prevent the late Queen's being married to 
his preſeut Majeſty ; The Methods concerted to trapan 
her into France with her Father's Concurrence, and how © 
prevented; Father St. Germain's attempting King Charles 
the Second in his Religion, with the King's Anſwer, &c. 
His - unſeaſonable boaſting of it, the Occaſion of his 
Flight into France, and the Cenſure he underwent from 
- thoſe of his Order for it; Coleman's Wife's Petition to 


the French King, the Anſwer, and her defiroying her 
ſelf ; Monſieur le Tellier's Speech about the — A of 


England; The Duke of York's Perverſion to the Church | 


of Rome; King James's Private League with France, 
. when Regnant ; The Eſſay made by Don Ronquillo, the 
| Spaniſh Ambaſſador, to draw him into the Auſtrian Inte- 


reſt, with his Anſwer, and Refuſal in favour of France; 
How Father Petre came to be made a Privy-Counſellor 4 
Wherefore Mr. Skelton was impriſoned in the Tower, r. 
Which, to name no more, though the reſt are of equal 


| | Curioſity, as they had, in all likelihood, begn for ever 
buried in the profoundeſt Oblivion, had not the Fate 


and Addreſs of this Gentleman led him to fetch them 


out of the Dark, and almoſt inſcrutable Receſſes of the 


French Cabinet-minutes 3 ſo the Reader will find they 
carry ſo much Evidence of Truth with them, not only 
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ii The PxEract. © 
| bythe Counebtion they have with many material. Paſ- 
3 ſages in Sir Willam Temple's Memoirs, Mr. Coke's 


Detection of the Court and State of England during the |; 
four laſt Reigns, exc. but by ſo natural an unfoldin 
| of what is obſcurely, or but tranſeently hinted at by chef a 
| learned Authors, who could not ſee beyond their Light ; i 
| nd yet fa remote from thoſe Scurrilities, as well as In- th, 
E © res, to ſay no worſe, which occur in ſome other pa) 
3 nn that it were a Crime to make 
any farther Apology for them. Yet it may be noted by 
| the way, that this ſame doth evince the Neceſſity of a ſon 
N Supplemental Part, as well for the detecting of paſt Fal- 
Hties, as for the perſecting of paſt Diſcoveries, And'tis fre 
| hoped no body will quarrel, that this Piece, which is 70 
entitled by the Name *f Secret Hiſtory, G. ſhould be 2 
written in an Epiſtolary way, when it is conſider d that ce 
| ſuch 4 Form was indiſpenſably neceſſary under the Cir- „ 
cumſlances of the Author, and his Noble Correſpondent, | 
and that there is a very engaging part naturally couched ' pe: 
nander ſuch a Method of bringing State-Arcana's 0 light, || 7, 
if by way of Letters, which in he very Notion of them 
* carry ſomething of Secrecy z though after all, the. 5 Ye, 
cannot but obſerve an Air of Hiſtory to run in a man- 
i © wer through the whole Calng ſion 3 but whether ariſing | ;þ 
l from the Mode of thoſe Minutes from whence our Au- 
thor drew his Intelligence, or from his own natural 
| Genius, or partly from both, is, I confeſs, a Queſtion I 
never arked him, neither do I think the Determination 7 
of it of any great Conſideration. | fo 
A, to the Nature and Manner how this Correſpondence || p, 
was managed, the irer may take notice, that the be 
Conveyance was not thy es; for the Poſt, during all | 
the time theſe Letters were continued, was free between || ;h 
both Nations : though he is alſo to obſerve, that ſome of d- 
them, occaſionally. for fear of Interception, were written || x 
in Cyphers, which I retain by me, as I do the reft of the || iy 
Original Papers, for my own and the World's Satisfattion, | 2 
to 
be 
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But for the Method re by him, during the preſent 
Reign, it will then be 


to give ſuch 2 
thereof 


on.” 
att. . 8 


thereof as in prudence ſhall be eſteemed ſafe and neceſſary 
But though the Station this learned Gentleman was in, 
did, together with his own Induſtry and Curioſity, en- 


title him to the vaſt Diſcoveries made in theſe Letters; 


yet the Tickliſhneſs of his Circumſtances, and the Fears 
of being ſurprized, together with a natural Tendency 


that is in Mankind to take notice of preſent rather than 


paſt Occurrences, would not admit of a continued Succeſ- 
fron of writing Matters of Fact as they have fallen out, 
in order of time: Which, as it is a moſt convincing Rea- 
ſon of ſo many inverted and promiſcuous Dates, ſoit has 
introduced the Methodizer, Firſt, under a neceſſity of 
frequently altering the prefatory and concluſive Parts of 


the Letters, and then of making up ſome ſmall Breaches; 
which under the forementioned Circumſtances muſt ne- 


ceſſarily happen, and which yet are grounded upon. the 
— SC Authorities; that there might oy Cons 
neftion between the ſeveral Parts, and the Hiſtory ap- 
pear entire, and all of a piece. And it could not be 
thought ungrateſul to our Reader to have the Contents 


inſerted before every Letter, with the Obſervation of the 


Years, ſo far as was needful, when each Matter was 
tranſafted ; whereof there neither was a Neceſſity for 


the Author to obſerve to that Noble Lord, to whom he 


was the Intelligencer, who is too great a Critick in Hiſ- 
tory to need it, unleſs it were upon ſome very ſpecial Oc- 
us: neither indeed would the promiſcuous way of 


Writing, which the ſtinted Opportunities he was unter © 


forced him to, admit well of it 3 eſpecially when theſe 
Papers, at the firſt taking of them, were not deſign'd to 
be made publick. Though his own Curioſity led him 
to keep "a apa of whatever he writ that was material, 
than which nothing is more common with Perſons un- 
der the lite Circumſtances; the many Letters and Me- 
moirs that have from time to time appeared. in the 


World, being a convincing Proof hereof : and without 


which Method it had been impoſſible to have tranſmitted 
to Poſterity the thouſandth part of what the World has 
been obliged with in things of that kind. Ki, 
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It is true there are ſome Letters to be met with now 


and then in the Courſe of this Correſpondence, which, 
at firſt ſight, may ſeem to be foreign, and have little 


or no relation to the main Subject ; but beſides that there 
are few or none without ſome ſort of Connection, and 
do not in one degree or other interfere with the Britiſh 


Affairs, they are ſo much an Imbelliſhment to thoſe 
Parts they fill up, as not to merit ſo ſevere a Cenſure, 


as to undergo the Fate of being caſtrated. _ 
And here is a ſpacious Field before me, were it ad- 
wviſable, or any ways neceſſary, to deſcant upon the Ex- 
cellency and Uſefulneſs of theſe Diſcoveries, which are 
wholly new + but 1 ſhall wave that, and only obſerve, 
That there is no one Party or Sect of Men in England, 
the Court it ſelf not exempted, but may draw very ſea- 
ſonabls Informations, and no leſs timous Inſtructions 
herefrom; ſeeing they have all of them, in their reſpec- 
tive turns, though many quite againſt their Knowledge, 
been impoſed upon by French Emiflaries, and made Tools 
to ſerve the Intereſt of France, to the prejudice of 
themſelves, and of their own Country. And how far 
the ſame Emiſſaries, though under different Shapes, ac- 
cording to time and occaſion, have prevailed to nouriſh 


and perpetuate thoſe Inteſtine Feuds and Cruel Animo- 


ſities which they formerly ſowed eve us, during the 
preſent Reign; will in part, among other ſurprizing Se- 
crets, be the Subject-matter of the next Volume, which 
will be continued down to the preſent Year 1696. and 
which 1 could not forbear mentioning upon this occaſion, 


though it comes in by way of Anticipation. 


Nov. 9. 1696. i D. Jones. 
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f Of the Author's being introduced to the Place 
| ff Interpreter of the Engliſh Tongue; &c. 


I 


8 AM not fo pleaſed with my Preferment 


Dot being made Interpreter for the Engl 
| * Aﬀairs, 70 the ee Commis or I 
| . 13 of the Diſpatches, under the Marquiſs De 
ROS Louvois, to Which Employment 1 have 
been lately admitted; as I am with the 
Thoughts of the Opportunity 1 have to ſerve your 
| e [eg. 
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Court towards an Univerſal Monarchy, and obviate all 


tion to our Country, contrived and agitated by them; 


you, and make appear how much 1 am, 
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Lordſhip, with much better Intelligence than hitherto my 
Circumſtances would admit of. Moſt of my time, ſince 


my admiſſion into the, ſaid Office, has been taken up 0 
in inſpecting into Mr. Xil-Patrick's method, who was 
Predeceſſor to the Perſon to whom I am Interpreter; 
and I have under my Hands all his 3 and Minutes 
for near Twenty Years backward; whereby 1 do not] 


queſtion, but I may in time give your Honour much| 
light into the Intrigues of the Miniſters of State in thi 
Kingdom, and the Maxims they have and do go upon, 
for the producing ſuch Accidents and Revolutions in| 
their neighbouring Nations, and eſpecially in our King-} 
doms, as may fayour the aſpiring Endeayours of this! 


ſuch croſs Events as may fall out contrary to their De. 
ſigns. I have feen ſome ſtrange things already, in rela- 


but my Buſinefs. requires ſo much Attendance from me} 
at preſent, and the minuting out of any thing but what? 
belongs to the Service of the Office, requires ſo much 
Circumſpection and Privacy, that 1 durſt not hithertoþ 
venture upon any ſuch thing: but I hope a little time 
will put me into a freedom of Circumſtance, that mai 
in ſome meaſure be anſwerable to my readineſs to ſerve 


Paris, Jan. 8, = My Lord, 
1676. N * S. ; 
Your Lordſhip's moſt 


Humble Servant. 
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part I. of WBI TBE-HALII. 3 


FF 


LETTER HB 


Of the Oppoſition made by the French, Minifters | 
of State to King Charles II's Reſtoration, 


with their Anſwers to the Queen-Muher's 
Reſentments thereupon, | 


My Lord, 

Ccording to the Expectation I may have raiſed 
in your Lordſhip by my laſt, of ſome notable In- 
telligence from me, I am to acquaint you with what per- 


haps you will hardly believe; that this Court, conſider- 


ing the near Alliance between the Bourbonian and Eng- 
liſþ Royal Familys, ſhould as much as once think to ob- 
ſtruct the King's Reſtauration to the Throne of his An- 


ceeſtors: but for my part, I clearly find there is nei- 


ther Father, Brother, nor Couſin, between Kings and - 
Kingdoms, and that France uſed the utmoſt of her Po- 
licy, at that time, to keep us embroiled at home, while 
ſhe might have her Hands looſe to play her Game a» 
broad. But becauſe I conceive it may not be ungrateful 
to your Lordſhip, . to underſtand what thoſe Stratagems 
were, which they own themſelves to have praQtiſed up- 
on that occaſion, 1 ſhall briefly hint them unto you, as 
I find them entred here in their Cabinet-Minutes. Mon- 
ſieur Bourdeaux was then their ordinary Embaſſador at 
London, whoſe Inſtructions were, both by himſelf and 


feveral other Emiſſaries whom they had there, to raiſe 


all the Jealouſies imaginable in the ſeveral Factions, of 
Monk and his Adherents, and at the ſame time to make 


Overtures to Mon, to afſume Oliver's Poſt and Power; 


urging with great vehemency, that he might with much 
more Juftice and Security do it, as having (what the 


other had not) a Precedent before Hm. But tho that 
B 2 General 
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4 The Secret HISTORY © 
1 General refuſed the Propoſal, and was proof againſt all 
1 their Attacks of that kind, ſaying, he would not ſplit his 
Family upon that Rock againſt which the*Cromwels had] 
daſh'd, but would wave all ambitious Projects of his own 
Grandure, that were indirect, and purſue only thoſe that 
_ conſiſted with his Country's Good; and that they ſaw 
at laſt it was in vain to attempt the Union of the ſtronger 
Factions at home, either againſt Monk, or the King's 
Reſtorationz they reſolved to try what might be done 
abroad to work them into a Temper ; and therefore to 
raiſe Jealouſies in them from their Neighbours, they did 
in March 1660. defile ſeveral Battalions of Foot towards 
Calais, giving out at the ſame time, that their Deſign was 
to beſiege Dunkirk in conjunction with the Spaniſh For- 
| ces; and that after the Place was taken by them, it was to 
be delivered up to the Spaniards, purſuant to an agreement 
made bet een them, that the latter had conſented to give 
up Cambſay, and ſome other Places to the French in 
lieu of it. At, which Proceedings of theirs, the Queen- 
Mother then in France taking the Alarm, ſhe briskly re- 
monſtrated unto them the unnatural part they acted, con- 
ſidering the near Ties of Blood in her Perſon between the 
Royal Families of France and England, and how dil- 
honourable it was to oppoſe the Reſtitution of a Prince, 
which they were bound to promote even by Arms, tho 
he had been no ways allied to them: but ſhe was an- 
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| ſwered, that there were many Reaſons of State which it 
ſuperſeded all thoſe Scruples; that for her part, ſhe} d 
| might be aſſured, ſhe ſhould be as well provided for as I 
q otherwiſe ; that it was not ſafe for her Son to be brought. 1 
1 in purely by his own Subjects; but that if they both 3 
In; would have a little patience, they did not queſtion but] fi 
it they had. taken ſuch Methods ſo to embroil and weaken p 
England, that there would be quickly room enough for] it 
Il the French King to bring him in, in a much more glo- 1: 
14 rious manner, {o as that he might be abſolute Maſter of 
[it his Subjects, and have his Royal Authority no more to P 


[| depend upon the fickle and changeable Temper. of a 
TDerfidious Nation, nor be in danger to receive any 1 


dart l. -of WIT E-HALIL 1 


Wfrom Parliaments, that would ſooner or later prove 


us factious and dangerous to his State: that it was viſible 
ad the Spaniards had a great hand in. promoting ſuch a Re- 
vn 


volution in England, and therefore they deſired her to 
conſider how diſhonourable it would be to the Houſe 
of Bourbon to ſuffer it; and how dangerous ſuch a Con- 
junction of England and Spain (which would naturally 


25 follow) againſt them would be, ſhe her ſelf might judge: 
nc and that therefore ſince a little patience would infallibly 
retrieve the whole Game to their Intereſt, and much more 


to her Satisfaction, they could do no leſs than purſue the 
Methods they had taken, and make both her and her 
as Son happy, tho it were againſt their Wills; that ſhe was 
or- much in the wrong to judge of Things by preſent A 
to pearances3 that they were aſſured, however Matters might 
nt be concealed from her, the Conditions propoſed to the 
ve King her Son by bis Subjects, were little to her Satiſ- 
in faction, when they imported no leſs, than that her two 
en- younger Sons (of the Elder of whom ſhe had conceived 
re- greateſt Hopes) and her felf, muſt never ſet footing on 
n- Engliſß Ground, and that the King himſelf muſt marry a 
he W Proteſtant Heretick, and ſuffer no Roman Catholick to 
li- live in his Dominions. But when they found all their 
ce,  Politicks had failed them, and that the King was reſtored 
ho in ſpight of them, according to his Heart's Content, they 
an- afterwards fell upon other Stratagems, put in due time 
ich in execution, to work upon his eaſy Nature, and to ren- 
ſne der his Power more ſerviceable than hurtful to their 
as Deſigns; tho the King, (who was yet ſenſible of the 
2 Injuries done him) upon his arrival in England ordered 
oth | Bourdeaux to withdraw out of his Dominions, This is the 
but Þ ſubſtance of what J find entred here, in reference to this 
cen] particular, and all I have now to communicate; which, 
for if 1 find it reliſh with your Lordſhip, 1 ſhall not fail to 
lo- lay hold of all Occaſions to demonſtrate how much I am, 


to Paris, Feb. 19. My Lord, . 
f a 1676. N. S. Your Lordſhif*s moſt 
eck | Humble, &c. 
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| fad ad an excellent Faculty to bring 
the Gallican Nooſe, tho e the hazard of them- | 


t quite failing in their 


——— 
— 


The Secret HIS TO RT 1 


LETTEX Alt. 


Of ſeveral Matches propoſed to K. Charles II. 
| by the French Court, with his Anſwers | 


— 


and Rejettion of the ſame. 


My Lord, 


T's not unknown to your Lordſhip, that one Topick 
in the French Politicks has been now for many Years, | 

to bring their Neighbour Princes into their Intereſts, by 
them Wives; and the French Women have 
over their Husbands into 


ſelves, and their own State: ſo t 
end to obſtruct the King's Reſtoration, 


Exile, and among others a 


reſtored; tho in reality 


her and King Charles's Inclination; and the King ſeem- 


ed forward to preſs it: but it was not ſo with the French 


Court, who by their Artifices put it by, as remembring 
likewiſe her Martial Temper, and what ſhe had 


now at- 
tempted to entrap him with a Wife. 1 underſtand there | 
were ſeveral French Matches propoſed to him during his | 
eat Lady, whoſe Name 1 
cannot now remember, who had like to have been afr--- | 
ter ward married to the Prince of Conde, and whom the 
King hotly courted when in France; but becauſe he was 
refuſed by her then, he in his turn refuſed her when | 

ſuch a proffer on their part, was 
no more than to ſound his Diſpoſition towards marrying | 
a French Woman in general; for if he had conſented | 
to have taken this Lady to Wife, the French Court 
would not have ſuffered it, becauſe ſhe was a Martial“ 
Lady, and of the contrary Faction to them at Paris. 
A ſecond was their then Madamoiſel 4* Orleans, the French 

' King's Aunt, which Match agreed very well both with 


done, 
when | 


— 
— 
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— 


I 
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hen with her own Hands ſhe had fired off the Guns of 


che Baſtile againſt the King's Party in the Wars of Paris, 

Wand how hotly ſhe abetted the Party that ſtood up a- 
Igainſt the King's Legitimacy; for they looked upon her 
till with a jealous Eye, as thinking 


| er yet full of Re- 
ſentment, and that ſhe would put our King in a Martial 


Mood, cauſe him to renew · the old Pretenſions to France, 
and to abet the Pyinces that might have been diſpoſed to 
renew the diſpute of the French King's Legitimacy, and 


to advance their own Title to that Crown; or at leaſt- 


2 wiſe, that ſhe would put King Charles upon thwarting 
in all things, whatever might promote the Grandeur 
of Lewis XIV. Nay, ſo great was their Fear of that 
Lady's Iſſue, by any Perſon whatſoever, that after they 
had treacherouſly ſnamm'd her into a clandeſtine Match 
with the Count de Lauzun, to hinder her matching 
= with any great Perſon; they likewiſe took care ſhe 


ſhould have no Iſſue, even by him, by keeping of him 


: in Priſon, and never ſuffering them to come together 
again till they were both paſt Children. The third 
Perſon I find propoſed, and that in earneſt, was Car- 


dinal Mazarine s Niece Hortenſia, a Match of which 


= the French Court were very fond, and ſuch as was ev 

| Z way agreeable to their Guſto. The Cardinal, beſides ma- 
ny other Sophiſtical Addreſſes to bring the Buſineſs to 
bear, got the Hook baited with the Appearance of a great 
ſtock of Beauty, beſides the Tender of a vaſt Sum of Mo- 


ny to boot. He took care alſo to have it rumoured a- 


broad, that ſuch a Match was not only in agitation, but 

in a fair way to be accompliſhed ; all which 'twas be- 
lieved might have done the Feat, but that it having been 
unluckily rumour'd abroad, that ſhe had paid her firſt 
Fruits already to the French King, K. C. ſaid, he would 
not be content with her upon the ſecond hand. Hows- 
ever it were, the Reaſons tranſinitted to the French 


Court, why ſuch an adyantazeous Offer was rejected by 


| our King, were, 


cCould put no French Lady upon him, they reſolved to 
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1. Becauſe her Uncle had ſo ungenerouſly oppoſe 
his Reſtoration, and uſed him ſo contemptuouſly at the 
Treaty of the Pyrenees, ö ons oo 


2. Becauſe that Alliance could be of no advantage 

to him, but by a little preſent Mony, and would beſide} 
raiſe Jealouſies in his People againſt him; for which the| 
Day was yet too early. So that ſeeing they found they 


promote the Match with Portugal, whereby they were? 
ſure the King would have no Iſſue: But that was not all, 
for by this means they were in hopes to render hin} 
_ deſtitute of any powerful Foreign Ally; - and that the 
Duke of York being already married to Chancellor, Hyde's 
Daughter, and in proſpect of a fair Iſſue, both thoſe 
Matches might together lay a Foundation for new Diſ- 
contents, weaken the Union between King and People, Df 
and put the younger Brother upon aſpiring Thoughts, 
in prejudice to the elder. But becauſe the foreſaid Match 
with Portugal might not be thought to be of their Con- 
trivance, and for ſome Self- ends, they put this piece off, 
drudgery upon the Queen-Mother, whom they managed FF 
Ho as to give her aſſured Hopes, her ſecond Son, who 
was her Darling, would by that means one day aſcend 
the Engliſh Throne; and what might not ſhe and all of 
them hope from him, who had ever been much more 
open in Profeſſion of, and zealous for the Roman Re- 
ligion ? exc. But great care was taken to give it out be- 
times, that this Journy of the Queen was only a Viſit 
to her Son, now a King de facto, and in all Royal 
State, and that ſhe deſigned quickly to return and ſpend ſti; ; 
the remainder of her Days in France, her Native Country; Ban 
and at the ſame time = highly ſhe was offended at 
her other Son, the Duke of York's Marriage with the 
Chancellor's Daughter, which about that Conjuncture 
came to be publickly known, and by whom he had now 
a Child born, But whether ſhe had any Inſtructions up- 
on this Journy to break the Ice, and make ar Wo thi 
| | « 


in, 
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er Son about the Sale of Dunkirł, I could never learn; 
nd our Minutes are in a profound ſilence concerning it: 
owever I ſhall in my next give you all the Intimations 
What ever came within the verge of my Knowledge upon 
is Head, and in the mean time, am, 


RW My Tord, 
Waris, Feb. . bg | 
1676. N.S. * Your Lordfhip"s moſs 


Humble Servant, 


e e DS 8 


LETTER IV. 


N D/ the Sale of Dunkirk to the French, and 
bf by what Methods effected. 

of My, Lord, 5 5 

drr HAT Cardinal Richlie had. long before laid a 
Foundation for the French Greatnels, and even to 
d Bouriſh 3 of France's attaining in time the Uni- 
ot yerſal Monarchy, is notoriouſly known to all that are 


onverſant in the Hiſtories of his Time; and that 
ardinal Mazarine, who ſucceeded him as Primier Mini- 
er of State, purſued his Steps, and made conſiderable 
\dvances in the Deſign before he died, which was about 
the Time of the Negotiation for the Sale of Duzxkirk, 
is no leſs manifeft ; and that the Method both the one 
and the other purſued, was to ſet their Engines on work 
continually to embroil their Neighbours, either in inteſtine 
Jars, or in an open Invaſion of one another's Territories, 
and then to invite themſelves in to aſſiſt the weaker, that 
they might run away With the Prey from both: but a- 
mong all their Neighbour Nations, the Engliſh were 
thoſe they moſt dreaded, both out of Fear and Emulation 
FI ; 4 f 
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of their Military Strength and Glory, and whom conf 4 
287 they made their utmoſt Efforts to entangle in” 

Civil Diſeords: and therefore it was that Richliew took 

Advantage of the unhappy Conjuncture in the firſt ſowÞ 

ing the Seeds of Diſcontent between King Charles I. ani. 

his Parliaments 3 and then by his Incendiaries kindle 
ſuch a flame in the Three Kingdoms, as terminated noff 
only in the Deſtruction of the King, but even of the 


Monarchy it ſelf; ſo that the Nation after having une 
dergone a Succeſſion of almoſt all the Forms of Govern a 
ment that have been in uſe among the Sons of Men . 
run at laſt into the very dregs-of all Government, ever 75 
Anarchy it ſelf; which Mazarine did as ſtrenuouſly en A 
deayour to keep up amongſt us, as his Predeceſſor Rich W. 
lieu had been forward to run us upon thoſe dangerous re 
Precipices that introduced it. But when after all the 2 
French Efforts to prevent our return to our old and knoyr 
Form again, = the King's Reftoration, had- failed; i ©" 
ſtruck no ſmall damp upon the French Politicians, te 10 
ſee the Babel they had been ſo long erecting, and werg 5 
now in a fair way to have laid on the Top- ſtone, in dan; 


er to be overthrown at one Clap, and to have all thei 
Hopes daſhed to pieces: and therefore they ſtood il 
for a time to ſee what ſo mighty a Revolution in Eng 
land might produce} and What mighty things a King it 
the Vigour of his Years (whom they had ſufficiently pre 

- Yoked during his Exile) ſo high in the Love of his Sub 
. Jets, the antient Emulators of the French, and the Peof 
ple now in the moſt Martial Poſture that ever they wen 
n ſince England was a Nation, Would undertake. . Bu 
finding all were Halcyon Days, and that.theri there wa 
no apparent Diſpoſition in our Court to make any In 
croachment on their Neighbours 3. the French Miniſte 
began to re&-afſume freſh Hopes, and to conſider wha 
Expedients might be proper to promote their Deſign. 
which now for ſome time had lain dormant. One Pro 
ect was that of the Match mentioned by me to you 
Lordſhip in my laſt ; which ſucceeding ſo well, and find 
ing ſtill that the King was far * deſigning 7 


3 858 
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War for the Enlargement of his Territories, they reſolv'd 
Wo make an eſſay, and ſee whether he was willing to part 
Nich any thing that was already his own. | 
l ſuppoſe your Lordſhip may have heard of Cardinal de 
Wer being in diſgrace at the French Court; of his bein 
orced to flee the Kingdom; of his being at London incog- 
"WW: 5:0 ſome time after the Reſtoration. What he was publick- 
y accufed for in France, was, that he had favoured the ad- 
' Wverſe Party about the Point of the Legitimacy ; that he 
had invited Madamoiſel d' Orleans to aſpire to a Match 
wich our King, and abetted the Pretenſions of Rome 
againſt thoſe of the Court, about the then growing Dif- 
ficulties concerning the Regale: but whatever the Reaſons, 
I were, they were never publiſned, nor ſuffered to be ſo 
much as enter'd in the Minutes of other Secrets. But 
this is certain, that our King interceded with the French 
King on his behalf, and that he was admitted to return; 
and I have been aſſured, it was by the way of Dunkirk, 
and was ſent afterward Embaſſador to Rome: but whether 
all this was a Juggle, to carry on a Negotiation about 
7 Dunkirk, 1 will not poſlibly affirm, but it looks as much 
* like a French Trick, as one Egg does like another. | 
q. That the Spaniards preſſed our King very early for the 
Keſtitution of Duxkirk, is uncontr ly true, and made 
large Offers; and it is as true that the King rejected 
u their Propoſals, which yet did not diſcourage the French 
Emiſſaries, of whom they had by this time many in Eng- 
land, as the Minutes ſnew, who having ingratiated them- 
ſelyes with the Chancellor, and other hungry Courtiers, 
zul made alſo their Overtures; and told the King withal, that 
= Cromwel was to have that Town only for a temporary 
In Caution, for ſo.much Mony due to him for his Afdtanc, 
te * the Spaniards, and that therefore it was a Matter 
of Rig 


ight they inſiſted upon, ſeeing they were now read 
vl bo lay 3 Sum, with more than Intereſt: nay, and 
80 they were fo bold as to tell him farther, that if he refu - 


ſed to give it for Mony, they would endeavour to recover 

or the fame by a War, and queſtioned not the Junction of 
uche Hollanders with them, both by Sea and Land, in that 
a 7 =: 
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g84ſe; they being as unwilling as the French, that t 
_.» Engliſh ſhould have footing ſo near them on the Coni 
- _ © Nent:; and in effect they made uſe of the Dutch Factioſ 
and ſome Jews, their Emiſſaries in England, more tha. 
any body elſe, to bring that Affair about. And becauſf 
they would be ſure to meet with no Obſtructions from thi 
* wok by renewing their Inſtances to the King, ani 
edging a greater Right to the Town than the Frenci 
they amuſed them with a Deſign they had to reſtore it u 
them again, upon a reaſonable Equivalent in Flander 
and gave it out that they had enter'd into a Treaty already; 
with them upon that Head; but whether it was fo in real 
ty 1 cannot tell. And this is all that I am able to infornil 
your Lordſhip concerning our parting with that importan 
Place; only that the Sum paid for it, was two Millior 
and frve hundred thouſand Livers ; and ſo I remain, 


% 


)J 
Paris, March 4. SE A hc 
1676. N. S. Your Tord ſhip's moſt : 


Humble Servant, 


NA l 


Overture. made L King Charles II. ſor the iul 


Sale of Tangier ro the French, and how 
pre vented. „ 


My Lord,. ; | Jo” 
HE French having (as I have 7 your Lordſhip 
u Account in my laſt) gained their Point in theſſſeo; 
buy ing of Dunkirk, whereof the French Forces took 
'Y fſefhon about Offober in the Year 1662. they pauſed aſffere 
WH Title 20 ſee how the Engliſh would reſent it, before ſhe 1 
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ould make any further Paces for the Promotion of their 
auſe to our diſadvantage: but finding the memory of 
We Anarchical Times, together with the Nation's, accor- 
Wing to the Example of the Court, daily degenerating 
om the Severity of Manners in former times, had in a 
anner laid them faſt afleep, and quite obliterated all 
Whonghts of Military Glory, ſo far as if there had been 
ſudden Tranſmutation of the Genius of the People; 
ey reſolved to make another Eſſay upon the eaſy Tem- 
r of the King, and try whether he would alſo part 
With Tangier unto them. But whether it were that the 
ing was ſenſible already of his Miſtake in parting with 
enkirk, or that this "I Motion of theirs put him upon 
Wpnſidering what he had done, and the great Error he had 
dmmitted in Policy thereby, it is certain he gave them 
abſolute Denial; and that the Minutes ſpeak, but 
y withal, that to be revenged of his Denial, and make 
m odious after their uſual manner, this Court order'd 
however to be reported, as if he had been willing for 
: and further add, that the King's real Anſwer 
as, That Tangier being his Queen's Dowry, to whom 
had not long been married, it would not at all ſuit 
With his Honour to ſell it, neither could he well part with 
unleſs he parted with her; that it was by Parliament 
nexed to the Imperial Crown of England, and ſo 
puld not be fold without them; that if both he and 
Parliament too might be willing to ſell it at ano- 
er time, yet to be ſure, it was not proper to think of 
theſjuſt then, when after ſo much Treaſure and Blood ſpent 
, opÞ92 it already, it might, if ever, prove of ſome aſe to 
e Nation, in the War then like to begin with the 
utch ; that he could not part with it to the French King 
| well-as to any other Chriſtian Prince, nay not ſo ml 
even to the Moors themſelves, without giving a very 
ſhip, and therefore a dangerous Cauſe of Jealouſy to his 
theſkople, eſpecially in that Juncture, when by the Car- 
ookſſkoe. of £ French he had great cauſe to ſuſpect, th 
ed afffere Jealous of his Grandeur at Sea, and would join er: 


1 Duteh againſt him. Which Refuſal of his, 1 muſt tell 


”- 


your 
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your Lordſhip, was indeed one of the ſecret Cauſy 
among others, why they ſoon after actually joined wil 
that Nation, to diminiſh our Power, to ſham them, a 
weaken and undermine us boch, as well as to hatch up} 
Navy of their own. And ſince I am entered upon th 
Subject, your Lordſhip will pardon me, if I proced 
a little further, and acquaint you, that they did aſtef 
wards renew their Inſtances about the Sale of the fa 
Place, with much more Earneſtneſs than before, and t 
at a time when their Intereſt was much. ſtronger, : 
more prevalent at our Court: and yet even then, tho th 
Parliament had deny*d him the Supplies which he demat 
ded extraordinary, as your Lordſhip well knows, to | 
appropriated for the Maintenance of Tanger, and thath 
was in great ſtraits for Mony, he would not ſell it 
the French, nor reſtore it to Portugal; but choſe . rathi 
wto demoliſh it, and abandon it to the Moors. Why | 
would not fell it to the French, 1 have already given 
| Reaſons; but there was, perhaps, another more prevaleli 
Argument for it, viz. the ſtrong Vote of the Houſe i 
Commons to that purpoſe, ' which your Lordſhip knoy 
better than 1 can pretend to inform you: to which p Ru 
haps I. may ſubjoin another in due place; and therefv 
no can only ſubſcribe my ſelf, 


My Lord, 
Paris, Octob. 24. Pour Tordſbip' moſt. 


Humble Serval 


\ * 
. * 
* 
. 
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0 the Firſt Dutch War, begun in 1665. 


My Lor d, 3 : | 

Have no reaſon to doubt, but your Lordſhip knows 
moſt of the Particulars relating to that unhappy War 

degun between England and Holland in the Year 1665. 


Nad what Advaptages they drew from it; which 1 ſhall do 


old of thoſe Advantages put into his hands upon his 
Reſtoration, to render himſelf great at home ay 

lable abroad, and made not the leaft Mein of a martial, 
eſigning and ambitions Humour; they made it their firſt 
. tſſneſs by their Inſtruments at our Court, to hinder his 
loſing with Spain, or any other in the Intereſt of the 
ouſe of Auſtria, by making up the Portugal Match, 
ds have already hinted to your Lordſhip ; next by gaining 
he Duke of York timely. over to their Devotion; and 


ad good ſtore, both in England and Holland, to ſtir up 
uch Diſputes between the two Nations as might end in 
a War,. and ſo divert the firſt Eſſays of the Power of our 
ViMmew Monarch from themſelves. In this, how admirably 
ide being fecretly incited and encouraged to Inſolencies 
and Encroachments, and the Engliſh to as deep Reſent- 
ents; inſomuch that a War was hotly: urged: againſt 
hem by our Parliament it felf ; the French Court in the 


anifeſtly appear by the Hints that I have ſeen, that they 
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ut *ris like it will not be unpleaſing to recount what © 
e French Deſigns might be in it, how they promoted it, 


ay briefly. When they found our King did not lay 5 


ormi- 
hen by other Emiſſaries and Penſioners, whereof they 


hey ſucceeded, is well known; the Dutch on the one 


ean time playing Bopeep with them both: for it does 


promiſed Succour to both Parties in cafe of a bu, | 


PPP 
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tho it were really reſolved to ſee us fight firſt, and the 
ſuccour the weakeſt, and ſo kill two Birds with on 
Stone; chat is, divert and weaken both our Naval Force 
and make uſe of one of us to increaſe their own Nay 
Strength, till which the War was very inconſiderabl; 
Which they moſt effectually did; for they no ſooner (a 
the Ballance incline to our Side by the firſt great Defed 
= given the Hollanders in that War, but contrary to al 
the Aſſurances before given to the King, they not onh 
ſided with the Enemy, but drew the Daze too into thallli 
Confederacy, though they never did either of them anni 
good by fighting for them at Sea; but only by bribing 
one at that time in the higheſt Favour in our Court, | 
need not name him, got a part of our Fleet ſent on; 
blind Errand after theirs, where twas ſure not to be foun 
while the Dutch and the reſt of our Ships and Con 

manders were left to batter one another to pieces, 
make them ſport. Having gained their Ends in thi 
-point, they proceeded and gained alſo another of ye 
more dangerous conſequence ; and that was to get th 
unthinking Hogens to build them moſt of the beſt Ships 
they now poſleſs, and with which they haye ſince ſcourg' 
the Dutch both before Palermo and ↄther parts, and with 
which they have pretended. ſince to match either them o 
us. This appears, my Lord, by the Minutes of the Liſta 
we have of their Navy, whereof | ſome Copies were 
Printed, but at preſent I cannot help your Lordſhip ty 
one; but therein were expreſt the Dates and Places 0 
the building of every Ship, whereof of near 160 Men 6 
War of all ſorts, near 100 of them were built in the 
Ports of Holland, in the time of the ſaid War; durit 
which time alſo they bought ſuch quantities of Gun-poy 
der, Salt-Petre, and all forts of waflike Materials there, 
as ſo ftrengthned them, and exhauſted the other, who 
ne er dreamt: they intended in a little time to carry the 
Mar to them, that it much facilitated the Succeſs they 
| had afterward in inyading that Country. That War en 
; I | ded with all the-Succeſs-to their Deſigns they cauld deſire 
boch by che treacherous Compliance of corrupt Miniſter 5 
1 if: . 10s 
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had gained in both Nations; and the Diſcouragement 
Engliſh had received, by the pertidious ſalling off of 
Biſhop of Munſter from us; the Junction of the 
ne againſt us; and the Chatham Diſaſter, in having our 
ps burnt there, which they effected by procuring the 


een Mother to write a Letter to her Son, that ſne 
s aſſured the Dutch would have no Fleet out that Sum- 


r. I need not remonſtrate to your Lordſhip our ill 
ndu herein, I am ſure our Enemies have both bla- 


: And let me tell your Lordſhip, they did never be- 
e our King would ſo eaſily take the Bait till they ſaw 
Blow ſtruck 3 and this, I can aſſure your Lordſhip, 
heightned= their Hopes, and whetted them in the pur- 
t of their Ends upon our-Court and Kingdom, that 
y almoſt” never left any Motion, they had made for 


WisfaQtion, as to the King's Diſhonour and the Nation's 
in; and from hence forward you ſhall find them drive 

in their Deſigns upou us, Jehu- like: the Particulars 

ion from the Minutes, where they are depoſited; and 

ſincere Devotion, 

5 | My Tord, 


ris, March 29, Your Lordſhips moſt 
1676. N. 8. | - | 
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1 d and ridiculed us ſufficiently for it, tho it tended ſo 
nWnifeſtly to their advantage, and was a Pig of their own 


ir turn, till it were effected as much to their full 


ereof I ſhall nat fail to tranſmit to your Lordſhip, as 
en as I can have acceſs to take them out without Suſ- - 


ll therefore now only ſubſcribe my ſelf, as I am in 


Humble Servant, 


LET: 


1 
Nr — a. 
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2 SPECTRA VN 
- Of the Firingof the City of London in 160 


2 


My Lord, | 
Am fully ſatisfy d by what 1 have both ſeen and he 
I at Paris and elſewhere, that the Duke of York wa: 
the Year 1666. brought quite over to the French Intert 
and I have heard ftrange Stories related concerning 
Conduct at the time of that dreadful Conflagration 
the City, looking upon it Farus:like, with one f, 
ſeeming concerned " wp the lamentable Diſaſter, and el 
the other rejoicing to ſee that noble Pile reduced to A 
and its Citizens _— yy hn all times a 
greateſt Pro ators for Li Property, and 0 
poſers of that Religion waich he now — — ſecn 
profeſt, but was even ready publickly to own ; and 
_ warding thoſe Incendiaries at St. James's, who then y 
ſuſpected generally to be French Men, as your Lord 
well may remember: but by our Minutes it does app 
they were not ſuch, but Perſons, at leaſt many of them 
on work by French Counſels, and ſuch as then were of 
men leaſt ſuſpected; I mean Jews, of which they had i 
ſeveral in pay, not only in England, but all over Chriſt 
dom; not only to give them Intelligence, in which 
are wondrous active, but likewiſe to promote and act 
worſt of Miſchiefs, at which they make no balk. 
theſe, Fires have been kindled, not only in England, 
in Germany, Poland, and elſewhere, which the Germ 
imputed to Turkiſh Emiſſaries, tho they were Fews hi 


e 
with French Meny the Turkiſh Policy not being fo a 
fined in Miſchief, Theſe ſorts of Fews put on the 1 
of what Chriſtians they pleaſed; and of this ſort ¶ che 
ploy'd by France, there were and are tif ſeveral mo 


Engia 
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be able to give your Lordſhip in ſome time, tho 
3 


go by ſeveral, as time and occaſion doth require: 
ſo at preſent I remain, 

My Lord, 
is April 7, Your Lordſhjp's moſt 


676. N. S. | 
4 Humble Servant. 


LETTER VIII. 


the French Irruption into Flanders in the 
N 1067, © ; 


HE Dutch War, I have in a former Letter men- 


ty at Breda, the th 1667. the French gained 


to what I have before hinted) that both our _ 
People were now glad to be quiet, that ſome Diſ- 
ation was thereby caſt on our Nation, but more on 
Ling and Government; which began to breed new 
ontents and Factions amongſt us, which they took 
to foment, that they might make uſe of them after- 
d; and that they having lately obliged the Dutch, 
ght now they might venture to extend their Limits 
anders, and try what Fortune their Monarch would 
We againſt Spain, being his. firſt Undertaking ſince he 
upon him the Management of Affairs after Maza- 
's Death. Wherefore new Pretenſionswere advanced 
the Queen of France; which tho moſt learnedly, 


Stateſ- 


and, the Names of one or two of whom I think 1 


e ESR e ed 


tion d to Tour Lordſhip, being ended by the 
7 
he Ends they propoſed by it; and more particularly 


more than ſufficiently anſwered by that renowned 


—_— ry 
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Stateſman, the Baron de Iſola, in his Treatiſe called, 
Buckler of State and Juſtice, and which I think I lu 
ſeen in your Lordſhip's Cloſet; yet it put no ſtop to; 
French Career, but on they carried the War, and 
with ſuch rapid Succeſs, that they not only ravaged { 
tois, Hainault and other parts of the Netherlands ii 
| ſhort time, but alſo took Charleroy, Oudenard, At 
Courtray and Liſle; beſides what was done by them 
Franche County and Burgundy. But your Lordſhip b 
well verſed in things of this kind, that 1 ſhall fork: 
further to trouble you, and ſhall only tell you, that ak 
the Spaniard had ſuffered great loſs, and that the Du 
being both obliged by Treaty, and alarmed at the t 
near Encroachment of fo potent a Neighbour, aſlil 
the Spaniard with ſome Forces, which the Monſieur y 
obſerved, but for the time diflembled it, though he 
ſolved both to remember and make uſe of it, when 
portunity was put into his hands, one way or ano 
to his Advantage: the Intervention of the Tri 
League did for the preſent put a Hook in his, Noſe, 
ſo he claps up a Peace with the Spaniard, in 1668. 
a Deſign to break it as ſoon as ever his Hands were 
looſe. And fo I ſhall conclude this Letter with my h 
ble thanks to your Lordſhip for my laſt re: 4 
hope 1 ſhall in my next be able to impart ſomewhat 
will be more entertaining; till when I ſhall and ever 


* 


My Lord, 


7 ar ts, April It, To Serve and Honour 
1676. N. 8. | | a 
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e Dutch alarm'd at the, French King's Ire 
eruption into Flanders, ſent a Letter to K. 
Charles II. about it, a Copy of which Letter 

was tranſmited to the French Court, 


7 y Tord, | Ce; 

the Dutch underhand aſſiſting the Spaniard, as I 
have mentioned in my laſt, ſet the French King upon 
oughts of Revenge, a peruſal of the Contents of the 
es Letter to our King upon the account of his En- 
xchments, whetted his Fury to a high degree; but 
vas ſmothered for the preſent, there being many rubs 
lay in his way that muſt firſt be removed. What the 
tents of the ſaid Letter was, may be eaſily gueſſed 
but the ſight of any true Copy of it I could ne'er 
the general rumour concerning it was, that our 
g ſhould ſend it as ſoon as he had read it to the French 
g; but the Minutes fay, it was only a Copy of it, 

was tranſmited into France, and that not by the 

ag, but that it was ſurreptitiouſly gotten from the Se- 
ary's Office, and ſent to that Court; but that however 
ordered their private Agents both, in Holland and 
land, to report that our King ſent it, that they might 
yoke the Hollanders to uſe-ſuch Carriage towards 
„ as might diſpoſe him to join with the French in a 
War againſt them: which they had a Deſign to put 
upon, in Revenge of that Letter, and of the Suc- 
rs the Dutch had ſent the Spaniards, tho no more 
they were obliged to do defenſively, purſuant to the 
tor of their Peace with Spain; of which War, with 
Preliminaries tending to it, I ſhall net fail to tranſ- 


* 
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mit your Lordſhip an account —and ſuch in many Wi" 
ticulars, as I do not queſtion, but will be very grate 


Paris, April 18, 15 | Whoſe Humble Serv 
167 6. N . S. ; 


COT OOO cn 0 
WHT TR I - 
AView of the State of the Reformed in Fran 


from the beginning of Lewis XIVth's Rei 
to the Tear 1669. NN 


u Tor 5 | 

T HE Reformed in the Kin of France, ſinct 

| King came himſelf to the Adminiſtration of 
Government, had rather been retreneh'd in their 
ties, and declined in Power, than otherwiſe z whe 
while Mazarine was Minifter of State, (notwithit 
ing the Queen-Mother's virulency againſt them, wht 
it were to cajole Cromwel and the then governing] 
ers in England, or ont of his Averſion to the Cle 
general, of whoſe Abilities as well as Honeſty he 
no great Opinion) things went tolerably well with t 
But now that the French King found himſelf coupe 
with the Triple League, and conſidering that any t 
rous Procedures againſt the Proteſtants in his own D 
nions, would at this time be ipterpreted much to hi 
advantage by thoſe of other Nations, and parti 
that there was no hopes to break the ſaid League, 
diſunite it, eſpecially the King of England, ef yyhoi 
conceived the greateſt Hopes, and had the greateſt 
upon, as being not only neareft, but alſo moſt powe 
any of the reſt: it was reſolyed to put forth an a 


— 
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aration in fayour of the Reformed, which revoked 
al unjuſt Judgments. given againſt them, and reme 
many important Difficulties and Severities they la- 
red under, whereof they had made their Complaints 
he King; and which gave them hopes that they ſhould _ 
the future be left to live in Tranquillity and Peace. 
knew well enough, unleſs this were done, there 
no tho > lg likelihood to bring our King to their 
7, of whom the Parliament. had already entertained 
je Jealouſies, and who would not fail to be enraged, 
n they came to underſtand he had entred. into an 
ance with a King, who gave way to the Oppreſſion 
his Proteſtant Subjects. But this ſpecions Pretence of 
French Indulgence, might ſerve him very well to | 
e his Parliament, and at the ſame time to deceive 9 
elt: and the Proteſtant Nations in general without, 
pht very well believe the French Proceedings herein, 

| eſpecially that part of it which related to the Re- 
{Wmed's future Tranquillity, were real; when they 
ſelves in France were fully perſuaded of it, and ima- 
d that the Days of Henry IV. were returned upon 
m again, It's certain there had been conſiderable 
Forts made, ſince our King's entring into the afore- 
ioned Triple Alliance, to have it further ſtrength- 
by the Acceſſion of other Proteſtant Confederates 
Wo it; and that there was a certain Perſon whoſe Name 


> hs Marcilli, a Rocheller born, and a Profeſſor of the 
he formed Religion, that took indefatigable pains in it. 
e true Story of this Man is very odd, and falling pat 


the Deſign of this Letter, I ſhall give as conciſe an 
unt of it as I can, not doubting of your Lordſhip's 
Acceptance. This Perſon, I ſay, taking the advan- 
hilde of the Conjuncture of the League between England 
Holland, and very much doubting of the Sincerity 
I the Declaration made in favour of the Reformed in 
ce, thereupon made his Application to ſeveral Pro- 
tell ant Princes for entring into the ſaid Alliance, and was 
finall Inſtrument to induce the King of Swedeland to 
into it; which gave occaſion of its being — 
Triple 


* — — "IO ore * " 
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Triple League. He had been alſo at our Court, Wh 
opened the King's Eyes, in relation to many th 
that had been miſrepreſented to him, and wherein he 
been impoſed upon, either by French Agents, or 
falſity of his own Miniſters of State. But theſe Addi 
of Marcilli were not long concealed from the F- 
Court, wherefore they took counſel, and diſpai 
away the Marquiſs de Ruvigni into England, with 
ſtructions to take off thoſe Umbrages our King 
taken, upon the Conduct of the French Counci| 
wards him. The Marquiſs's Religion, he being a Pr 
ſtant, as well as his Capacity, recommended him ax 
fitteſt Perſon to aſlure the King of the Sincerity of 
French Proceedings, and that the Reformed ſhould 
all the Juſtice in the World done them: in ſhort, 
Marquiſs did his Buſineſs ſo effectually at our Co 
that tho he were the Reformed's Deputy-General, he 

almoſt bankrupt his Credit with all the Churches, ii 
did not a little reſent his Complaiſance upon that He 
Marcilli having done, as he thought, his Buſi neſ 
England, was gone upon the ſame Negotiation to 
Swiſs Cantons, not without Directions, as 'twas 

Heved in France, tho diſſembled for a time, from! 
King, to induce the Swiſs to come into the Alliandſ? 
whereof when Ruvigni had advertiſed the French Co 
the King gave Mareſchal Turenne, who yet made Mi 
feſſion of the Proteſtant Religion, Orders to ſeize 
if poſſible, and kidnap him back into France. 

Mareſchal, to diſguiſe the matter as much as might 
and to give as little Umbrage of any ſuch Deſign as 
poſſible, pitcht upon three Officers making Profeſſion 
the ſame Religion with himſelf, to go into Swztzerli 
to ſeize him. The Sameneſs of Religion between M 
cilli and them, gave them eaſy familiarity with hi 
ſo that at laſt having got him into a place where 
could not be reſcued, they hurried him into Fra 
where he was tried forthwith and condemn'd. The!) 
during his Impriſonment, ſhewed all the Conſtancy b 
of a brave and innocent Mind; and all the Application 


orced to 


fficers notice 


8 rix, May 23. 
1676. N. S. 


we heard ſome of his very 


ours after. And that France 
all Points in reſpect to the | 
bjects, out came another Declaration in Auguſt 1669. 
Waviting all of them that ſojourned abroad, or were in 

| back into their Native Coun- 
7, and particularly out of the United Provinces, where 
great Numbers, as Officers, Soldiers, 
Merchants, Seamen, exc. Bur tho they were thus liberal 
1 their Promiſes to the Reformed, and made all the 
amblance of Sincerity in the World 1 et they 
eyer ceaſed underhand to tempt the 0 
Werſons amongſt them, by 


e Service of i 


Were were of them 


art IT. WMITE-HALLT. Be 
Ne es, and Rigour of the Queſtions put unto. hi 

W a, him- — his 5 
aintained his Innocence to the laſt, and the Secrets 
e had been entruſted with by a great Prince; whom 1 
Enemies blame for not in- 
rpoſing in his behalf, or afterward reſenting of it at all, 
hen there were ſome things put to him in relaiion to 
at Prince's Perſon, that little ſuited with his Hoaour, 
en upon the publick place of Execution, juft as the 
oor Man was broken upon the Wheel. And now, my 
ord, they had murdered his Body, they went about 
ſo to murder his Fame, by. giving out they were 


Language, but he 


becauſe that having 


pund a piece of Glaſs in the Priſon, he cut off his Privy 
arts therewith, as thinking he might quickly bleed to 
leath, and: fo be his own Executioner; which notwith- 
Wanding being ſoon obſerved by the Goaler, he gave the 


put him to death two 
might ſeem to be ſincere 


Liberty of her Reformed 


derable 


large Donatives and Hopes 
f Preferment, to come over to the Church of Rome; 
Ind what Succeſs they had therein will be the ſubject of 
other Letter: and ſo 1 am, 


My Lord, 
Your Tordſpip's moſt 


Humble Servant. 
LET: 
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25 be Perverſi on .of. the Prince of Taren 
_ Mareſcbal Turenne, Cc. to the Ron 
Religion, en re ear 1099, ....* | 


My Lords. 
RANCE, as I have lad » your - Lordſhip in! 
F laſt, having invited her Subjects of the Refom 
« Religion home. out of all quarters, the Prince of Tar: 
who had been ſettled ſeveral Years in the United p. 
+ vinces, and poſſeſt of great Employments, quitted th 
Service thereupon, and returned to his Native Count 
- where he had not been long arrived, but he was charm 
into the Popiſh Religion, and all his Children (fax 
one Daughter, afterward married to the Prince of Old 
burg) follow'd his Example. This they looked up 
-as a good ſtep; but what gave them a mighty acceſſion 
Strength, as much as it was a diminution of the Power 
the Reformed, was their gaining of Mareſchal Turennt 
their Church, who, becauſe ſo con{iderable-a Perſon, : 
ſo famed for a great Captain, I ſhall recount unto q 

[Lordſhip all that ever I could learn in relation to 
-upon this account. It's true, the Mareſchal neyer ( 
appear to be a Perſon very zealous for his Religion; 
as he had from time to time given ſome Proofs of 
+Conftancy, it was attributed to the Coldneſs of his Te 
per, which made him calm enough in all things; but 
Conſtancy that appear'd in him for a time, was at 
buted afterwards to other Cauſes, and primarily tot 
I his Wife and Siſters had over him; his Lai 
who was Daughter to the Duke de la Force, and a Peril 

of exemplary Piety, keeping of him ſteddy in his Profeſſi 
· whilſt. ſne lived.z and oy W Siſter the Marchionels 
Du: 
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uras, always encouraging of him to be conſtant, and 
zealous ſne was, that ſhe, began to breed up one of 
younger Sons, With a deſi zu to make him a Mini- 
r: but that deſign not ſucceeding, and that Perſon 
ping over very young into England, has been ſince, as 
pur Lordſhip well knows, advanced to Honour in the 
ingdom. The youngeſtSiſter, the Dutcheſs of Tremouill, 
yer failed alſo of her Duty towards the Mareſchal in 
Wat kind. That the Mateſchal had been often tempted 
change his Religion, is manifeſt ; Cardinal Mazarine 
hothad a great Opinion of him, made him many ſu- 
ard Promiſes if he would come over; when the Dau- 
in was born, he had Intimations given bim, that he 
tight one day be made his Governour, but that did not 
oye him neither. The laſt Effort that was made upon 
im, was by the King himſelf at the beginning of the 
ampaion in Flanders, in the Year 1657. when he pro- 
ſed him a ſhare in all his Secrets, and higher degrees of 
ommand, if ſo be he would embrace the Communion 
the Church of Rome; but this had the ſame ſucceſs 
pon him with the reſt, and the Mareſchal acted his part 
ith ſo much ſtedfaſtneſs, and in ſo noble a manner, that 
e King took no diſpleaſure thereat: and for this the 
urch at Charenton returned publick Thanks to God, 
10 had inſpired him with ſuch laudable Conſtancy, but 
ithout naming of him. But ſome time. after that Peace 
as concluded, when there was no more talk of him 
pon that ſcore, he entred into the Roman Communion, 
nd it was given out he did it voluntarily, and of his own 
cord; and I could ne' er learn by whoſe Inſtigation it 
as done, or what were the true Reaſons that brought 
im to it: but however it was, this Change of his was 
nded with important Conſequences, which did appear 
due time. And this is all 1 could remark or learn 
oncerning this illuſtrious Perſon, only that he abjured his 
lereſy (as they call it) in Notre-Dame, in preſence of 
de ABp of Paris; and fo concludes, My Lord, 
Wes,” May 31. wur Lordſhip's moſt 
16576. N. 8. 0 Hremble Servants 
a 5 ; C 2 | L E T- 
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Of a Book publiſhed in France, propoſu 
_Merthods 1 the Reformed 3 whii 
had like to have ſpoiled the Court- Politicki 


in pretending Favour unto them at tb 
time. | 


A. 


My Lord, 1 : 

T HAVE, in a former Letter, ſhewed your Lordſli 
the gear Care the French Court took, to have it be 
lieved, both at home and abroad, that their Declaratic 
in favour of the Reformed: was real, and like to be pe 
manent, and what Politick Ends they had therein; but 
Book entituled, The Policy of France, came out u 
long after, to wit, in the Year 1669. that had like i 
have ſpoiled all the fine Web they had ſpun ; it was iy 
poſed to be written by the Marquiſs de Chattelet, a Geniiflis 
_tleman of Bretaign, and contained one entire Chap i 
of Methods to ruin the Reformed 3. and he was ſo aiffavi 
venturous, as to dedicate it to the King himſelf, and mad 
To a Ys of one of them: but his Zeal was bi 
coarſly rewarded, for he was ſent. to the Baſtile for hi 
pains, and the Book fuppreſs'd, But becauſe the 
thods he propoſed therein were ſuch as were very od 
and may be put in execution in time, and that I can 
ſend your Lordſhip one of the Books, I have taken of 
the Heads, which are as follow ; He propoſed the toi 

Deſtruction of them as a neceſſary Work, and reſerye 
it for the preſent King; and whether he did really kno 
or was ignorant of the Court-Deſigns, he did certain det 
I believe, fit his Politicks to the Intentions of the Counfſſo: 
He repreſented them full of Reſentment for the Lol 


i 


— 


1 
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their Places of Security, and of being always animated 
1 ith Minds to 1 Confuſion and Anarchy, and 

Wnſtantly ready to make uſe of any opportunity to re- 
Mabliſh themfelves: He _ e to be r to 
e King's Proſperi ', per al Obſtacles to his Deſigns, 
= 1 bi feared ern of their Animoſity, Tal 
che number of good Soldiers, over whom they could 
lake Chiefs, by giving them Authority to command 
Sem. He took upon him to ſhew, that the Proteſtants 
of Germany ſuffered themſelves to be ruined without 
y Oppoſition, and that they had too much need of the 
ing's Protection, to embroil themſelves with him: He 
id the fame thing of England, Swedeland, Denmark, 
e United Provinces, and of all the Proteſtants, whom 
imagined to have been ſo · linked to the King by 
ig Chains of Intereſt, that they would not concern 
{elves to hinder his Exterminating of the Reformed 
eligion in his own Kingdom: He put a malicious In- 
pretation upon the Reformed's taking up Arms in the 
Wt Civil Was; and he pretended to divine, that had 
not heen that the War had been fo ſoon happily ter- 
nated, they would have formed grand Defigns, made 
dh Demands, and endeayoured to ſet up their Party 
ia. He faid, the Edict of Nants was revocable, as 
ing deen a thing extorted from the then King; and 
Womitting it might have been farmerly granted for the 
enefit of the State, yet it might now be revoked for 


0 


Ir He very ſame Reaſon: He was far from being of their 
eM pinion, who thought that the Reformed were uſeful 


che Church of Rome her ſelf, becauſe they obliged 
e Eccleſiaſticks ro ſtudy, and lead regular Lives; he 
Wd, that was a trifling Argument, and concluded, that 
Ling had ſufficient Grounds to ſeek out ways to put 
em out of Condition to hurt, or do any injury to his 
ate. Having premiſed this, he was not of the Judg- 
rainient to be rid of them by way of Banifhment, as the 
Dou leors had been driven out of Spain; he looked upon 
Lt way of Treatment inhuman, and withal prejudicial 

che State; but he propoſed fifteen Expedients to be 


C 3 rid 
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rid of them by little and little, The firſt of which va 
to procure a more familiar Intercourſe between the M 
formed and Catholicks. Secondly, That they ſhould if 
rewarded with Eftates and Honours that would be cl 
verted, and to have a Fund ſettled for that end, hi 
mould n&'er be alienated 3 that for the exciting of th 

1 wh 


"FTE 


* 


in France, and that 1 Caſes ought not to rl 
d that the King, would adminiſt 


puty. Wi To order it ſo that none of the Reform 


and he would have it ſo as they could never wang {pt 11 
cious pretences to colour that Innovation., Seventh for 
"To ſuppreſs by Death the Charges. of Counſellors amo 
the Reformed.” Eighthly, To ſend Catholick Commif rer 
faries into the Synods, and to chuſe ſuch Perſons | By 
that end as underſtood Controverſy, and knew how i m 
foment any Differences which might ariſe in the Aﬀer m 
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es; to allow no National Synods ; and to require 
Pony of the Miniſters for the King's Uſe, under pre- 
Ice of Loan, Tythes, or ſome other Impoſition: 
Winthly, To commence ſome Law-Suits againſt them 
r their Debts in common, and to cauſe ſome of their 
burches to be ſold. Tenthly, To enjoin all the King's 
biects not to depart the Kingdom without leave; for 
e Reformed would be comprehended under ſuch a ge- 
i eral Order. Eleventhly, To prevent any Catholicks, by 
Weans of the Confeſſors, to put themſelves into the Ser- 
ice of the Hugonots. Tweifthly, To oblige them to 
bſerve the faſting Days, under pretence of State-Policy, 

dr the ſame reaſon as they were obliged to keep Holi- 
ays. Thirteenthly, To endeavour to marry the Re- 
ormed into Roman Catholick Families, and to take 
are that all the Children proceeding from ſuch Matrjages, 

ane rere brought up in the Roman Religion. Fourteenthly, 

To hinder the Reformed to ſell their Eſtates in Land, 
Wor that ſuch ſort of Eſtates being not to be carried a- 
way, it would oblige them to keep within the Kingdom. 
nnd Laſtly, he adviſed, That the Univerſity of Saumur 

(Would be removed to ſome other more inconyenient - 
30 place, for which he furniſned them with ſeveral pre- 

Wtences: and he was of opinion, that for leſſening the 
i Rumber of Miniſters, the Candidates before they were 
receiyed, ſhould be obliged to go through a Courſe 
of Philoſophy, or ſtudy Divinity for two Years; that 
hey ſhould be examined before no other. Commiſſioners 
D chan ſuch as the King ſhould name, and that none ſhould 
d be ſuffered to e Function upon them till they were 
wenty ſeven Years of Age. I have troubled your Lord- 
ſhip with a long Letter upon this ungrateful Subject, but 
hope you'l pardon me, ſince I think it's not altogether 
(foreign to what I have ſome time ſince writ to your 
Lordſhip, about the French Court's Procedure in refe- 
ui rence to the Reformed, whom they made it their chief 
Buſineſs to cajole into a profound Security, that they 
might have leiſure to _y on their villanous Deſigns 
more ſecurely z and therefore it was that this Book, and 

| C 4 the 
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the Author of it, run the Fate 1 have already recouni 


to your Lordſhip; whom I ſhall always endeavonr of 
oblige to the ntmoſt of my power: who am, | 


b 
Haris, July g. yi 
1676, N. s. wur Lordſhip's moſt 


ES x at. 2 Humble 
DESGSYSSSBODGSBLLY 

LETTER XIII. 

Of the French Preparations for the War, i 

| the Tear 1672, and how they compleatt 

their Levies. 

Lig in fome meafure traced the Methods ( 


1 French Councils uſed to ſertle their Affairs at hom 
to as to receive no Moleſtation from inteftine Morio! 


0 — — — 
* — 
—— . — i . K * l 
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Pulſe of, and tamper with all the ſeveral Factions amon 
the People, and to make Creatures them, than 
might manage them upon occafion, as might ſeem mo 
for their purpoſe. While in the mean time they madſſe 
vaſt Preparations underhand for War, both by Sea anf 
Land; and the better to ſupply the Defects which ſeem! 
to be natural to their native Soldiers, cauſed Levies to bt 
made for them, little or great, in all the European Na 
tons: informuch as by a Liſt which I have ſeen, it d 


appear they had in all, of Strangers only, K | 
4 bg ; u rel 
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lndret and ſixty thouſand Men, -beſides Seamen, of 
rom they had likewiſe debauched a conſiderable num- 
from Holland, England, Denmark, and Sueden · 
1 „ ee ; without any viſible Pretence, 
armed all the Powers of Chriſtendom ; but the more, 
kcauſe the ſmall Conteſts then in being with the 
ppe about the Regale, and ſome Differences then de- 
Ending about Loratz and Alſatia, as your Lordſhip well 
nos, made Men imagine the Storm would break to- 
xrds Traly and part of Germany; till the Preparations 
che then Biſhop of Munſter, and the admiſſion of 
rench Gariſons into the Archbiſhoprick of Cologn, and 
ge naval Preparations which appear'd laſt of all, filled 
em with Apprehenſions ſomewhat different from the 
rt: Among which neither England nor Holland were 
ithout ſome Fears, both which they took care to allay, 
the Minmes ſhew, by exaſperating of them afreſh 
y ſecret Agents and Emiſſaries, one againſt another; 
ſolving, Accarding as their Inſtruments ſhould prevail 
n either, to join with one againſt che other. But which 
the two they ſhould attack, was a long time the De- 
Nee of the French Council; for one of them, it was re- 
ved without Contradiction, muſt be invaded : it being 
uo poſſible to make any ſucceſsful Attempt upon the Em- 


2 re, as long as thoſe two Countries maintain'd the Fi- 
there and Power they did then, and in that untoward 
olanwation for them too. Englaud was then in a very un- 


tholepared Condition, having almoſt no Navy at Sea, and 
ne but the ordinary Forces at Land; whereas theirs 
mon ere all ready and well diſciplined and commanded. 
pd this Unpreparedneſs of ours was a great Incitement 
mol molt of the French Council, to put their King upon 
made immediate Invaſion of England with his whole Force, 
| anſÞring already forefek the Hollanders, and found then, 
em nor inchnable to join with them in ſuch a War, yet 
to bÞment to fit ſtill and be quiet. They moved it ſo hot] 
ar _y had like to have carry'd it, which if they had 
it difffi»gland muſt have run a very great riſque at that time 


deing Timied 3 For, ſaid they, if we make ſure of 
; C 5 England 
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of whom, haying made ſure of the, de Wits;. 
the Ambition of that Monarch was ready to take fir 
thoſe ſo ſpecious Motiyes, Monſieur le Tellier, 


the Subſtance of whoſe Speech 1 ſhall. take care to tn 
mit to Four Lordſhip in my next: Who am 


Paris, Auguſt 23. 
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Containing an Account of Monſicur le Tellie 


* o 8 PET "43s: 0 * 1 5 
Ccording to my Engagement in my laſt, I fh 


ſequence, in caſe the ſame were attempted without Sue 
That England was the Rock againſt which the late i 


England firſt, we ſhut a Back door faſt againſt all Day 
and my Fic ſecurely attack the Auſtrian Pqtenta 
having trampled down the Hollanders in, our x 

elr | 


** 


chief Miniſters) we. ſhall find an eaſy Prey, 1 Ns ju 
e fir 


Chancellor, and Father to Monſieur Lou vois, the ell 
and ableſt Stateſman and Miniſter of France, interpoy 


Ten 


5 Kn M% i cal 
My L ; 
„ 


; - 


Your very Humble Serus 


LETTER XIV. 


Arguments to diſſuade the French Ki 
from the Invaſion of England. Fo | 


My Lord, 


now entertain your Lordſhip with Monſieur le 1 
lier's Remonſtrance, upon the Advice given the Fre 
King to invade England. He did acknowledg that 
Counſel propoſed was in it ſelf very good, ſuppoſi 
there was a Certainty of effecting it; but it was to 
confider'd that it would prove of moſt pernicious c 


midable Power of Spain had daſhed in pieces its aſpin 
Fortunes; and that the like Expedition now by the Ho 
of Bourbon, would prove alike fatal to its riſing ro 


— 


nleſs they were infallibly ſure of their Blow. For to 
eddle with England at all, unleſs they could abſolutely 
onquer it, would be but to rouze a ſleepy Lyon, flur 


eir growing Greatneſs, before they were fully fledged ; 
hat it was impoſſible to make ſuch a Conqueſt, but by 


greater Advantage by it, than juſt to frighten the King 


o be gone; RIG but a Tartarian Expedition of it z 
gecauſe the univerſal and ſtrong Antipathy of the Engliſh 
People, both high and low, againſt the French Name 


pillage them, without being able to reduce them totally, 


them by Inclination as well as Intereſt, not only give 


not 
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he Reputation of their Arms, and ſinge the Wings of 


nteſtine Diviſions or Surprize, unleſs they were firſt 
iſters of its Outworks, the Low Countries: That for a 
urprize he thought it almoſt impracticable; and that tho 
t was poſſible they might lure the Hollanders to join with 
hem, and England was then indeed unprovided of Forces 
oth by Sea and Land, yet there was no truſting to that; 

decauſe there were no Factions then, whoſe Deſigns were 
Wipe enough to fayour ſuch an Enterprize. And that tho + 
hey ſhould prove ſo ſucceſsful in that advantageous + 
Juncture, as to enter England, they could expect no 


ind the Nation, and plunder them of a little Wealth, and 


and Domination, would be an invincible Obſtacle to - 
heir ſettling there, and would quickly make that Iſland - 
00 hot for them. That therefore meerly to attack and 


ould but whet the Animoſity of thoſe Warlike Nations, 
Nhoſe Courage had always been wont to be heightned 
y Diſgraces, and was always victorious, when once 
fred with Indignation. That ſuch an Enterprize would 
for ever alienate the Heart of the then King, and the 
hole Royal Family from the French Intereſt, and make 


may to, but paſſionately abet and make moſt advanta- - 
geous uſe of the natural Animoſity of their moſt War- -- 
like Subjects againſt France. That it would unite the 
Neople's Hearts ſo firmly to their King, and create ſo 
Wmuch mutual Confidence between them, that it would 
Holl be impoſſible after ard to divide them, and ſo raiſe the 
lower of that Monarchy to à pitch, from which it could 


—— — 1 — — + - 
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not chuſe bur prove both formidable and fatal to the 
That it would rouze up the King, then almoſt drow 
in Voluptuouſneſs and ſenſual Delights, and make h 
a Man both of War and Buſineſs, againſt his Will 
cauſe him to enter into ſuch Alliances with the Houſe 
Auſtria, and other Powers, as muſt needs be of j 
nicious conſequence to the Deſigns of their great Bu 
bonian Hero. . That therefore it was better not to thi 
of any ſuch Attempt; England being like a Fi 
fooner broken by ſoft than hard Methods. That 
King himſelf, alſo his Brother, were much Fren 
by Inclination at preſent; that the former was very 
dulgent to his Pleaſure, and was that way fo profuſe a 
rodigal, that he would always be neceſſitous of Mot 
which his Parliament beginning to grow weary of givi 
him, it would &er long cauſe ſuch Strugglings berwe: 
the Courtiers and Patriots of the Country, as would g 
them 2 Scope to compaſs their ends in England 
a more ſure, and leſs dangerous way than by a Wa 
which in all appearance would defeat all the Advantay 
they might otherwiſe reap there by other Methods. Th 
therefore the beſt way was to endeavour to take ade 
tage of the King's Infirmities, to try whether there wall 
a witty French Beauty, that could be fortunate enou 
© gain his Affections; for that ſuch a one would bt 
molt:admirable Inſtrument for them. That they ſhou 
offer him Mony, and feed his Extravagance that wa) 
fend dexzrous Perfons well furniſhed with Gol 
Charms, to work on all the leading Men among all tha 
Factions; and ſecretly to keep ſome: Penfioners, bulffin 
among their Courtiers, Patriots and Churchmen, to ble 
up and foment new Diviſions, That they ſhould ſe 
thither ſome very. able Ambaſſador, and keep him thi 
a long time. That they ſhould incite the Hollander: | 
A new War with the Engliſh, and the Engliſh with then 
and treat with and promiſe Aſſiſtance to the former, 
the laſt moment; but in concluſiowoin with the latte 
if it were poſſible to perſuade the Engliſh King te a Waſp! 
And chat on that pretence, they might procure ſil 
| : nume 


* 
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ers of Engliſh Forces, efperially Foor, as might 
only amend rhe Defefts of their own Sey, which 

- came very ſhort in good Infantry, but bring their 

native People by degrees, inferring daily Examples 

Krangers „to imitate their Courage and Firm 

z in Ser-Barrels, and to get a Stock of good Infantry 

Land, by drawing che Engliſh to them againſt the 


Warlik e Munitions, by joining before with the 
nch againſt the Engliſh in the former Wars. Yet 


were made with the King of England to his ad- 
ntage to aſſure him to ſuch a War, ſhould be eluded, 
{ he only made a Tool of. That tho it was likely 
Parliament of England would, upon any great Suc- 
s of the French, be for breaking of the War, and 
che King Mohy to continue it longer; yet after 
bad made a fufficient Impreſſion on the Netherlands, 
7 might prevail by their Golden ArgumenQ@ upon the 

at leaſt to continue Neuter, and leave his Land- 
rces Mill in the French King's Service for ſome conſi- 
ble ume. That this Juggling would in a little time 
e Animoſities and Jealouſies between the King and 


U [ 4 
. 


y him Mony, preſs bard upon his Prerogative, raiſe 
K Pretenſions 7 want n — which if 
reſully fomented by dextrous Agents, would give the 
Wing and People there work enough in mutual Conteſts 
WF home ; which would hinder them from acting any: 
ag conſiderable abroad, keep the King always under 
Neceſſity of cominuing their Penfioner, for fear of 


23 to preſerve him in a Capacity to be able to 
> them in ſome ſoit under, and hinder the daring 
ghſþ Senate from attaining any more ſo much the So- 
eignty, as to ere themſelves into a Republick ; he 
ling them from the famons Cardinal Richlieu's authen- 


Wk in- the Brici/h Dominions, would prove _— 


ch, as they had already done of good Ships by Sea, 


t they might ſo order things, that whatever Stipula- 


ur. party, and that of the Patriots; make the latter to 


coming his Parliament's Underling ; + prop him up 
2 


A Obſervation, that an abſolute Monarch, or a Repub. - 


18 - The Secret HIST ORT. 
fatal to France ; that therefore it was the beſt way u 
deavour a Mean between this Scylla and Charib4; 
keeping a Ballance between King and Parliament, 
fomenting perpetual Conteſts between them, which 
to be done by having unknown Inſtruments to ſoy 
louſies among the Patriots and People againſt the C 
and make them croſs the latter; and at the. ſame | 
make uſe of that Croſſneſs as an Argument to perl 
© the King, that his Authority could be no way ſafe 
out ſticking to their Alliance, and feed him with M 
both to enable him to carry on his Buſineſs and Ple: 
without a Parliament, and to animate him from tim 

time to 0 and diſſolve them upon occaſion. 
when upon ſome Succeſs of the King and Court-y 
they ſhould begin to make ſuch Steps towards abſd 

Power, as might, if attained to, prove dangerous to 
French Intereſt, and embolden our Monarch to fl 
Neck out of their Collar; then anew to ſtir up the 
triots ang popular Party againſt him, and abandon 
*wholly tO them, till he were forced to break them, by 
turning to their Alliance again. That above all th 
they were not to forget to make their beſt uſe of 
mighty Engine called Religion, which tho powerful 
"the World over, yet was of more prodigious f 
among the Engliſh People, than among any other in 
” habitable Earth. Now this Advice, my Lord, as con 
from ſo old and experienced a Stateſman, and the a 

Diſciple, who had, viva Voce, heard the Documents 
Precepts of the great Richliey, that famous Archited 
the French Grandure, was aſſented to both as the Vi 
and Secureſt, and was afterward in every Punctilit 
in execution, as Time and Conjunctures afforded « 
ion: whereof your Lordſhip may expect an accoun 


due time, from him who is, . 

4 5 A TCAIIUS FER a SORE t CoT 5 2 COOPER” * 9 . 18 
paris, Sept. 17. . - Pour Lordſhip's moſs 
| 1 Humble Ser 


1676. N. S. 
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the Methods the French uſe in keeping In- 
relligence among their Neighbour-Nations, 


&c. 


VVV 

Cannot think but that your Lordſhip will be pleaſed 
zo underſtand how the French keep their Correſpon- 
nce among, and make Tools of Men and Parties moſt 
ferſe to them in their Neighbour-Nations, and whom 
manner of Motives would ever be prevalent enough to 
ake inſtrumental to promote an Intereſt ſo hateful to 
em, did they but know who they wrought for; and it 


4 SY 


EX re 


- vw * > . 4 


miſts and Nonconformiſts pickeering at one another? 


der to prepare Factions to make way for the Deſigns 


1s (hich, fol W Aber had diligent-Spies to inform them 
er inhere Men of quaint Wits, brisk Tempers, Self-conceited, 


t. Atheiſtical in era at leaſt of very looſe 


orals, were to be found ;, as likewiſe to take notice of 


ents Woſe that were in; reality moſt able and more zealous, 
itetiipth of Conformiſts and others, in their ſeveral ways, 


ah the reſt of their Brethren. Then the firſt, by ſome 
efons that pretended to admire their Wits, , and that 
ere French Penſioners, (tho ſome of them did not 
OW i) were either by ſome preſent Modicum of Mony, 
tomiſe of Preferment, or ſometimes. by the mere tick- 
ng Praiſes. of the ſaid qualified Perſons, put upon wri- 
ig ſomething that might check Religion, particularly 
at eſtabliſhed ;* Then they knew the Crime would be 
forming Clergy 10 Wiite -birterly and reflectingiy a. 


LE gainſt 


dus they d it preſently after the firſt Puch War, in 


d at the door of ſome Nonconformiſts, and cauſe the 


4 YET — I nn RAP — 22 ·˙ *— 22 . - 
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gainſt — and them = to juſtify themſelves and; 
of the Nation, but even their Auguſt 2 
likewiſe in their Quarrels; and ſo from religious Con 
produced State- Factions t and in ihis all of them, 
they were of different Parties, were told they wa 
eaſe both their Ring, Parliament and Courtry. Fort 
Diſſenters were told, that the for Policy's ſake the Ki 
did not publickly abet them, yet he was ſecretly diſpo 
to fayour them, and ſuch Writings, if well penn 
would not diſpleaſe, and might procure them at laſt 

in a Parliament, ec. And for, the Conformiſts, | 
were eaſily perfuaded, that by ridiculing the Diffentellih 
werdende extoſling the Excellency of their own Cy 


monies, and rhe ſuperlative Extem of the Prerogai 
they could not fail to pleaſe neirher. And thence, | 
Tord, came that Legion of Books of that nature, t 


came out in the Interval between the Two Dutch . 
and which made way for After-Divifions, of which 1 {lh 
2 Catalogue, with the Books printed, and of what Seni 

they were for the Intereſt of the French Court: Some 


have forgot, and ſome 1 remember, but fhall not 2 


any, for fear of reflecting on any worthy Perſons, wh 
2 perſuaded, did N Ke by what Inftruments d 
were aberted on either fide. Then for keeping ſeveqll 
Eords and Commons too in Penſion to their End 
without their Knowledge, thus. they did it: They tl 
© their Jews, and ſome other Bankers at their Devoria 
*Who would. under an Obligation of great Secrecy, if 
"Wit, chat they were ordered to allow them fo mu 
| vary taxing ſometimes it. was from their own Kin 
to do him ſame private Service, in or our of Padiameay 
or from the Spaniſh, Imperial, or Durch Kmbaſſadafl 
under pretence of ſerving their Interefts, and their on 


Countries too, againſt Prerogative, Oppreſſion in Nis 


gion, es. and oftentimes direfMly to oppoſe Popery, a 
* French Intereſt; that by aeg — with a 
great v to purſue thoſe Points, the French Couſin 
mig more eafily eompaſs other Ends EE, 

: 
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whom they thus incited did not ſo much as dream 
—— = many in our Parliaments were ſo fierce 


„ Arbitrary Power, and the French Inte- 
5 —1 out againſt all of the Court Party as French 


pear; yet little thought they, that they were 
wiſe ſo themſelves, and 1. cod imagined the ſame 


och were Abetters of both Parties. And the better to 
Wer this underhand Play, they drew off moſt of the 
ny they employ'd to this latter fort, by the way of 
a, Florence, Amſterdam, and Hamburgh ; that it 
phe not be diſcovered, it came 3 from France. 
my . by, be pleaſed to take notice 
of the . King's Indignation a - 
ft Genoa, tho it be a very ſecret one, and known to 
, was their Bankers cackling, and diſcovering to the 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, the Mony privately 
= and diſperſed, and ſent towards Poland, Hung 
they, and ſome other Parts not named: this has 
eri n imploy none ever ſince almoſt, but what 
one covertly Jews, who ſerve the French King wi 
| for thefe Reaſons : 
. * is in their Eſteem the moſt Powerful in Chriſ- 


eren ea Grand Turk, whe way 
We ſo great a Commerce, and are in ſuch Numbers. 

z. Becauſe he gives them a A by Connivance, 

ona not open Toleration. 

M4. Becauſe he is ſo great an Enemy to the Auſtrian 

, who have been fo cruel to them by the Inqui- 


Won, and by banifhing them not out of the Spa- 


uno Territories, but likewiſe out of the Emperor's He- 
adonitary Countries. 

r ou. And Laſtly, Becauſe he ſeems to them to be of no 
Wivion, but almoſt as great « Scourge to the Chriſ- 
s in general, both Popiſh and others, as the Turk, 
He Barbarian z their Principles naturally leading 
* C — 


. daily, even 


joners (tho tis true, too many of them were ſo) as : 
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in their ſolemn Prayers; and therefore England had 1 
have a care of them in this Junctur e.. 
But as for the Penſions they gave the Courtiers, i 
induſtriouſly affected the tranſmiſſion of thoſe Mot 
from France, and had their Agents buſy to but 
abroad, in order to render them odious to the Pey 
and to incite the Patriots the more violently againſt the 
And tho a great part of the Mony they allowed the k 
from time to time, were ſometimes tranſmitted from 
abovementioned. Places, and ſome from Venice, yet 
vate notice was preſently given to their Agents in Engl 
and elſewhere, with poſitive Orders to inform the Wa 
of the Truth of that Intrigue; unleſs. it were ſomeii 
when a particular Critical Juncture might require a d 
trary Procedure. My Lord, This is the Sum of wha 
could learn in reſpect to their Correſpondence in Fi 
a land, either from the Minutes or private Converlati 
af which your Lordſhip is ſenſible, I have as great 
opportunity as any other; and with which I'ſhall aty 
ſat conclude; WhO am | 


Wir za dares e ee e e 
Paris, Oct. 1 1. TDuour Honour s m. 
N Humble Serv 


ff! ĩͤ 
Of the French King's frequent Reviews of ſh 1 
Troops in 1670. and of the Umbrage ta: 


in England thereupon, and of the Duk'* 
. Buckingham's Embaſſy into France, WW 


Pp 
eie 0010s nd 
NI Lord, „ og 5e 
IHA VE formerly given your Lordſhip an accoumſre 


J the great Levies in France, and vaſt Preparations 
War both by Sea and Land, what Care had been te 
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ſecure the Domeſtick Peace in the mean time, and 
at the opinions of the French Miniſters of State were, 


Jam now to acquaint your Lordſhip, that When 
ir military Preparations were pretty forward, which 
s in the Year 1670. they began to make frequent 
ieyys of their Troops, which for amuſement, they con- 
ed till the end of the next Lear, in ſeyeral Bodies 
yards as many different Frontiers, that their Neighbour- 


5 might nk they were only done out of a Vanity 
make Oſtentation of the French Power and Grandeur, 
keep their Soldiers in Diſcipline, and find their Nobi- 
and active Spirits Employment, who elſe might buſy 
mſelyes for want of Occupation in diſturbing the State. 


and then they were troubled with a Fit of Thought- 
neſs. and, 2 began to grow ſecure; and par- 


9 
* 


war! 4 e Ho nden who tho t the French King 
ſuch in Jeſt, tharthey cauntingly called him, Ls Roy 
eber, till more extraordinary and more vi 

eparations. and Movements did by degrees begin to 


1 n 2 1 
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bed their Reviews, they ſuddenly. drew a very conſi- 
le Army, compoſed of | 
towards Calais and Dunkirk, (the Dutch being in the 
ean time tampered with, as I am apt to believe, con- 
raing the Invaſion, of England; but yet now full of 
alouſy at their Proceedings) and here it was the Coun- 
| was held about the eligibility of employing their Force, 
e Debates whereof I have a ready given your Lordſhip 
Account of. And as the Duteh were jealous upon this 
pproach, the Engliſßh were much more (as your Lord- 
p may well remember) to ſee,ſuch a Power brave Eng- 
ad on the oppoſite Shore, and Ipok with. an amorous 
je towards it; and the more becauſe of the unpre- 
ured Poſture the Nation was then in; inſomuch that it 
01+ thought adyiſable, to diſpatch, an Embaſly to ſound 
OF Intentions of the French Monarch, in regard to Eng- 
F ˙ m wag land © 


regard to what Country ſhould be. invaded by them. 


lions being uſed to them, and ſeeing no Effects fol- 


te Artifice took, ſo that moſt of their Neighbours, .tho 


ſhoe: (them of their Error: for when they had thus 
: the Flower of all their For- 


\ 
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land : whereupon Choice was made of the Due 
Buckingham, who admirably well maintained that G 
rater, and the Glory of Great Britain, on that occaſi 
and demeaned himfelf with ſuch an Intrepidity of M 
and Conduct, and with ſuch a Grandeur and Una 
cexnedneſs at the formidable armed Powers he ſaw \ 
fore his Eyes, that thoſe who had been Strangers to | 
then Condition of our Nation, would have thought 
had been fent from a Prince that was at the Head of ti 
as big an Army, as the Prench King at that time ſhey 
the Duke. And that Conduct did not a lirtle appallt 
elumption of that ambitious King, and contribn 
much to the inclining of him to acquieſce in Monſi 
le Tellier's Counſel: but then withal, making him n 
notice of the rare and more than ordinary Parts and i 
lities of the ſaid Duke, it put him naturally upon a 
_ cluding that it was well worth the while Mo 
gain _ a Perſon over y ee whoſe * | 
might be great, eicher in bringing his Prince to 
TCompli e dee or ar Teaſe bn uing | 
Trance againſt him, in cafe he proved inflexible, 
this end, ſuch Compliments were paſt upon the Dit 
ich extraordinary Honours done him, and Preſe 
made bim, as never no Embaſfador before nor fi 
 Iavly-ever received ; informich as the Duke ſift 
amſelf to be charmed; and ever ſince fayoured the Fre 
Intereſt, either with or againff his Prince, as Occaſi 
or Policy directed. In fine, he was told, that the Frm 
King indeed, tho he has great Temptations from Opp 
amity and Intereſt to attack England, yet ſuch was] 
Meſpect and Inelination for our King, that he was m. 
Apoſed to imploy his Forces againft Holland : And ü 
hemight with the ſurer Succeſs undertake ſuch an Ex 
"diven, his Majeſty earneſtly preſt the Duke te do 
wmeſt to influence his Maſter to join his Naval Fonte 
with _ in that War, by which means he might 
venge the Diſpraces received in the laſt, eſpecially ſh 
of Chatham, as likewiſe the freſher Infletcies + 
muey Republick, whoſe Vicinity and Power was ſo mi 


1 


* 
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more dangerous to the Britiſi Monarchs, than to 
other crowned Heads, as the Subjects of theſe Na- 
1s were more prone to hanker after the Libe! enjoy'd 
the Hollanders, and to imitate their ſucceſsful Exam- 
That by ſo doing his Excellency would do his own 
nce very great Service, and have the honour of ob- 
ng a great Monarch, whe was as generous in his 
entments, as formidable in Power, exc. The Duke 
prned home well fatisfy'd, and brought a pleaſing 
yer to our King, and ply'd him warmly with the 
poſition aforeſaid, tho at firſt he was not much heark- 
| to; But how, when, and by whoſe means their 
ſigns were afterward accompliſhed, your Lordſhip may 
ect to hear when Conyeniency ſerves, from, | 


il Is, Nov. 30. My Lord, 
676. N. 8. | 
=. - Your very humble Servant, 


LETTER XVI. 


the Princeſs Henrietta Maria Dutcheſs 
of Orleans's being ſent, Anno 1670, from 
the French Court, to diſpoſe the King to 
4 ſecond War with the Dutch, in Conjunc- 
tion with the French. | 


My Tord, SOON 
THE French Court having, as J told your Lordſhip 
in my laſt, gained the Duke of Buckingham emiire- 
s cheir Intereſts, they began now to conceive ſome 
ee. . King to join with them againſt the Stat 
et wich his naval Power, of which they had 
d; and therefore to firike while the Iron was hot, 
iy deliberated of ſending over an Ambaſſador of their 
Wi ines England to negotiate the macter ; but to — 
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tour the lat gte as if they bad us Deſt ef. cher 0 
thereby, and to give no matter of Jealouſy to th 


" 2 


Neighbours, especially the United Provinces; it Mr 
agreed, it ſhould be a Female Embaſlagreſs, the Kin 


fair Siſter Henrietta Maria, Dutcheſs of Orleans, i 
ſo give out at the fame time, ſhe went over purely 
a Viſit to her Royal Brothers; and that it was with (a 
ſeeming Reluctancy the French King upon her earn 
Application to him to that purpoſe. gave his conſen 
But ſhe was furniſhed with ſuch, Propoſals, which th 
knew well that ſent her, none conld 'with' equal Safe 
and Privacy advance, nor none with equal Power 4 
Influence recommend. And to ſecure the whole Tra 
action from the very Suſpicion, as well as Penetraty 
of any not of their Cabal; and to make it appear 
pure Viſit, and the Effect of natural Affection and yd 
of all a her Return was limited to fb ſhort 
time, and in ſo peremptory and notorious a mann 
that it might induce the World to believe them too i 
ſpicious of the natural Inclinations that Princeſs mig 
ſtill retain for her Royal Brothers, and for the Wealthy 
her and their natiye Country, ſo incompatible. with t 
exorbitant Grandeur of France, to entruſt her with a 
of the myſterious -Ar#canads of their Politicks ; and 
might prevent all Jealouſy in England, at that crit 
Juncture of that Interview, by ſhewing ſo, great an 4 
8 it themſelves. She was charged with th 
ame Meſſage partly, and with ſome of the ſame Army 
ments, which they had endeayonr'd to inſinuate by th 
Duke of Buckingham: but having an incomparable At 
vantage above him, or any other Ambaſſador,” to bad 
whatſoever ſhe advanced with all the Charms that a mi 
accompliſhed and lovely Princeſs, and an only and mil 
beloved Siſter, could be armed with; ſhe: who had Wi 
and Dexterity enough to manage thoſe Privileges to d 
utmoſt advantage, not only preſt the ſaid Matter mo 
home; and with infinitely more Freedom and Efficacy, b 
adventur d to propoſe yet higher things, and of a mud 
more extended Conſequence. For addreſſing her Speech 


Nie. thi 
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King (tho not without intermixing ſome Expreſſions ; | 
ly affecting alſo to her Brother the Duke of :York) 1 
>told his Majeſty, that as ſhe hoped: neither of her Royal | 
others had any reafon to call in queſtion her natural 
fection to their Perſons, and inſeparable 1nclination 1 
x whatfoeyer did, or ſhould at any time appear to her Il 
be  conducing to their true Intereſt ; ſo ſhe believed 4 
ey had as little cauſe to doubt, but ſhe could fee as far 1 
another into the French Monarch's Heart, who loved 
r and admired her to that degree, tho innocently, as 
we no ſmall Umbrage to Monſieur his Brother, and 
x Husband: And that ſhe did ſincerely repreſent, both 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's Senſe, and her own, that 
je only way to ſecure to his Majeſty, and the preſent 
Loyal Family of England, a flability in the Throne 
ey were lately reſtored to, after ſo diſmal an-overthrow 
the Monarchy, in the Reign and Perſon of their un- 
ppy Father, and to reinſtate the Majeſty of. the Brizzfþ 
Wings in its former Splendor and Security, enjoyed ſo 
Ing and gloriouſly in Catholick Times, was by all Wiſe 

nd Politick Means to labour to introduce into theſe King- 
oms the Catholick Religion, and to re- aſſiune by de- 
ces abſolute Power. For that the Church of England 
Wy wotul Experience had been found too weak alone to 
efend the Crown, and that the Diſſenters were ſo ſtiffly 
Wrincipled for a Commonwealth, that they would neyer 
e till they had once more overturn'd the Monarchy, 
eſs his Majeſty would timely provide for his Security, 
Methods to be -propoſed to him by her, and the moſt 

hriſtian King; who ſhe knew had the utmoſt tenderneſs 
Wor his e as was clear enough by all Expreſſions of 
Wis real Inclinations, ſince they were emancipated from 
e reſtraints laid upon them under the Tutelage of a * 
udinal, who was a Maſter in pure Politicks, and alto- * 
ether unacquainted with thoſe nobler and more heroick i 
ntiments of Honour and Generoſity, which are no leſs 
tural and unextinguiſhable in a born Prince, than com- 
Won Reaſon is in the reſt of Mankind. The chief of 


Nach Expedicnts were flattering of the Church of 11 


The Seeret HISTORY 
land, and firſt perſecuting by Act of Parliament the of 
teſtant Diſſenters, and wheedling , wich chem again b 
Prerogative Lenitive; and ſo by the not to be 
— acceptance of che ſuffering Proteſtants on the 
and the no leſs aſſured Non · oppoſition. of thoſe 
the eſtabliſn d Church on the other, as by an irreſiſi 
Charm, to lay aſleep that watchful: Dragon, that had 
long kept the golden Apples of Contention between 
King and People, from the Raviſhment of the moſt MM. 
rerprizing Monarch; and break that miſchievous De 
that had of late been ſo buſy in aflerting pretended LM. 
ties; and advancing the Sovereignty of old hateful LA 
above the more Sacred Majeſty of the Princes, the oi 
rightful Legiſlators, whilſt the Crown as ſecurely as. 
regardedly might ſeize, and ſeizing for all Perpeni 
appropriate as to it ſelf the important Jewel of diſpenl 
Power, which would fix and faſten the whole Chapyt 
of unbounded Sovereignty, by making uſe of that . 
pular Relaxation, to indulge the Faction eſteemed ii 
moſt dangerous to the Monarchy, and to decoy them il.” 
to a favouring of thoſe Encroachments upon the Ly 
and upon the Peoples Fundamental Right, and then 
the Legiſlation, who ſeemed of all Men the moſt dee 
principled againſt them: And fo in effect to make thi 
very Perſons the Tools for the Erection of abſolute af 
_ deſpotick Sway, who otherwiſe could hardly be reconclaf®* 
to the moſt Juſt, moſt Legal, and moſt moderate Rofif*®* 
alty. So far were the meaſures to be obſerved at hom n 
and thoſe which ſhe and their Brother of France adyil 
to be uſed abroad, were, | | 4 
1. To endeavour by all poſſible means the Subverſq 
of the Republick of Holland, the perpetual Source of 
bellion in England. * 
2. In order, with ſo much the more Expedition, C 
tuinxy and Safety to effect the Reduction both of his o 
People, and of that untoward neighbouring Neſt, ag: 
Necepraele of Plotters and Rebels; to reſolve upon a 
and inviolable Adherence to the Intereſt of the map 


part I. of WHITE-HALE. 
WY him, but vigorouſly and powerfully aid him, and carry 
um through all Difficulties. But Meat, added ſhe, He | 
AT Majeſty conld-not fatisfy his Conſcience well enough, to 

W attempt any ſuch Change in Religion (as ſhe juſt now 
had mentioned) or notwithſtanding all Remonſtrances to 
the contrary, ſhould continue over-perſuaded of the too 
great difficulty,” or impracticableneſs of ſuch an Enter- 
prize; that however as a Pivteſtant of the Church of 
gland, which was firm te Monarchy, if he: deſired ta 
ort himſelf into a Condition to protect that, and that re- 
Weiprocally' to defend him and his Succeſſors in time to 
ome; it would be abſolutely neceſſary for him at leaſt 
o concur with his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty in ſubduing 
| Republick of Holland : That beſides the Adyantage 
pf ſuch 4 Repartition of the conquered Country, as he 
uld reaſonably expect, he - ſhould find upon the Re- 


u daction of it, that the Commonwealth Faction in Eng- 
fy and, and her two other Siſter Kingdoms, would 


dwindle away of it ;- ſelf; and ſo the King would not 
only become abſolute Maſter of his People, but as his 
hriſtian Majeſty would concert the ſharing of thoſe * 
WProvinces with his Brother of England, the Naval 

power and Trade of Great Britain would receive an 
incredible augmentation by che Deſtruction of a State, 
hat was her only Competitor at Sea, and in Commerce 
and Riches promoted thereby. For that not only their 
Pipping and Seamen, together with their Chief Sea- 
orts, and beſt Sea-Provinces, all entire, would be his 

Majeſty's, but alſo that all the moſt wealthy and ſubſtan- 
erſul tial Merchants, and induſtrious and ingenious Tradeſmen 
of Mad Artificers, even of the Provinces and Parts that 
aould fall to the ſhare of the moſt Chriſtian King, would 
„Cn all appearance tranſplant themſelves either into Eng- 
is and or Ireland, as lying more convenient for Trade, 
an their own Country, or at leaſt into chofe Parts of 
he Netherlands which ſhould be reduced under the Power 
f the King of Great Britain; te wlioſe Domination, 
del approaching neareſt the Sweetneſs and Freedom of that 
buhey now were under, * W - en 

ee | ing * 


9 
E 


tation of him chiefly, which he aſſured her would induſ 


being a Prince of great Honour and Generoſity; a 


* 
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Ungly ſubmit their Perſons and Fortunes, can to that off 


the more abſolute, one of che. French Monarch, again © 
which they had entertained a thouſand Prejudices. In fine © 

| ſhe moſt earneſtly and affectionately beſought him ſh tc 
take thoſe Matters into his moſt. ſerious Conſideration * 
and to return a ſpeedy, and if it might any ways be, WM. 
favourable Anſwer ; that ſhe might haye the Happine b 
70 return back the Meſſenger of good, News, and full » 
News as might prove a Foundation of a Hong. Felicia. 
to both the Illuſtrious Families, from which both his M 1 
zeſty and her ſelf were deſcended, | The King after 11 
' lintle ſilence, told her by way of Reply to the things H 
had repreſented to him, That it was impoſſible for hi ns 
to doubt of the ardency and reality of the Affection of 1 * 
Siſter ſo amiable, and who had e expreſt ſo muff z 
tenderneſs for his Intereſt: That he as little queſtionel ch 
but that ſne had penetrated as far into the Interiors of hi 7 
Brother of France, as it was poſſible any one could in 1 


the Heart of a King; and therefore upon her Repreſa 


him to give the more Credit to the favourable Cone 
tures he had made of his Temper, during the little tim 
he had the Honour to converſe with him whilſt in Ex. 
and to the general Character he had, ſince his perſon! 


— 


Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs, obtained in the Woll 


thereypon paſſing by ſome former unhandſom and unki 
Treatments in his Court, as pure Effects and Influence 
of the over · ruling Aſcendent of the then Regnant Max 
rine, and not of that Prince's own Inclination; | 
ſhould put much Confidence in the Sincerity of the md 
Chriſtian King, and accordingly deſired her to return h 
ſaid Majeſty his royal and moſt hearty Thanks for tha 
obliging Expreſſions of n and Affection, he had ſi 
nified to him by ber; and to aſſure him in his Nan 
he ſhould ever have his Friendſhip in high eſteem, an 
would go as great lengths as in Prudence and Intereſt l 
could, to ſerve him, and to comply with his Deſires bin 


But chat the Matters propoſed. being of the higheſt con 


ſequene af 
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ſequence, he muſt beg his Excuſe if he required more 
(ame to give him a poſitive and ſatisfactory Anſwer there- 
to, than the ſhort ſpace limited for her ſtay in England 
would permit; however, that he would with all conve- 
u nient Expedition give him a better Account. In the 
mean while, he ſhould requeſt his moſt Chriſtian Brother 
Iby her, to do him the Juſtice to believe he was as ſin- 
on cerely affectioned to his Perſon, as he could be to his, 
and ſhould ever perſiſt to be, as far as a King of Eng- 
land could, his conſtant and obſequious Friend. The 
like Compliment, as far as it was agreeable to his Cir- 
cumſtances, was returned by the Duke. Alter which the 
. Princeſs renewing the Charge in the Buſineſs of Religion, 
Ache King freely told her, That as to that Point, tho he 
had entertained very kind and favourable Thoughts of 


c che Reman Religion, and its Profeſſors, for ſeyeral 
 "Wkeaſons he inſtanced; and did believe, that if it were 
2 re-eſtabliſhed in his Dominions, the Monarchy would 


F be ſafer and eaſter than it could be under the preſent ſtate 
"Wof Proteſtancy; yet he was not ſo fully ſatisfied in it, as 


"Wo make it his own Religion: and that on the other ſide 
he foreſaw ſuch unſurmountable Difficulties in attempt- 
0 Wing ſuch a Re- eſtabliſnment, that he did not think any 
du policy, no, nor the whole Power of France, could he 


command it all entire, without any diverſion from o- 
her intereſted Neighbours, (too extraordinary a Junc- 
ture to be probably expected) could be able to carry him 
rough them. To which the Princeſs, who ſaw well 
enough, as well by his Looks and Actions as by his Ex- 
preſſions, that ſhe had made more ſenſible Impreſſions 
upon his Spirits, than he was willing to acknowledge; 
thinking ſhe had done enough for her part, and ſuffi- 

N . the Ice, for thoſe that ſnould be deſigned 
Jo puſh the Point further at more leiſure, modeſtly re- 
plied; That ſince that was his Majeſty's Senſe, in which 
Whe was fixed, ſhe would wave all farther Importunities 
Jon that Subject, and leave it wholly depending between 
himſelf and God, whom ſhe would continually pray to 
Pinſpire his Majeſty with Light enough to know, and Cou- 
8 rage 
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rage enough to embrace the Truth, in his inted 
9 — : Bur however, ſhe ſhould be glad to 2 his 
Majeſty's Sentiments as to the Deſign againſt Holland, W 
adding, that ſhe was confident, he could not but think 
it was at leaſt for his Intereſt, and feaſible too. Yes, | 
Madam, anſwer'd the King, I am convinc'd that it 
crown'd with Succeſs, it would be enough for the Intereſt 
of this Monarchy, and of my Subjects too; but yet a; 
practicable as it ſeems to be to you, it is likewiſe no 
without its Difficulties, and thoſe very ou ones too; 
for the ill Succeſs of my laſt War with that Nation, the 
Diſſatisfaction of my People thereupon, the Triple 

League in which I am lately engaged with Holland; the 0 ö 
Inclination my Subjects have for the Dutch, as being a 
Proteſtant Nation, and the implacable Averſion they have 
to the French, and their Jealouſies of their Power, and Þ 
of their Religion, are mighty Obſtacles in the way ; 
However, if my Brother of France can propoſe me any i 
practicable Expedients to remove them, which I much 
doubt, I will, as I have ſaid, do what I can to comply I 
with him in that Enter prize. And ſo the Princeſs decla. . 
ring her ſelf well ſatisfied, with what had been ſaid upon Aa 
the Subject of her Errand, they paſſed from the Buſi- the 
neſſes of State, to the Divertiſements of the Court; {en 
from which being obliged much ſooner to break off than N 
they were willing, by the more ſwift than welcome ap- Nn 
proach of the time limited for her Departure, with un- Ne. 
conceivable Regret, and ill-preſaging Tears, ſhe took Op 
her leave of her Royal Brothers; tho little did ſhe or An 
they imagine it to be her laſt Farewel, for ſoon after her her 
return to France ſhe died, not without vehement Suſ. Na 
picion of being poiſoned ; But that her Husband the the 
Duke of Orleans had any juſt Cauſe given him further Ni 
to foment his Jealouſy of her upon this Viſit, (for he ſue 
certainly was ſuſpicious of her Conduct before any men- A 
tion of that Journy) and to puſh him on to the prac- Pu 
tice of undue means to accelerate her Fate, has been a ne 
matter of much Diſcourſe both in England and France, I 
and continues to this day a Myſtery, which I will not Vy 

| | Nor 
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Wnor cannot pretend to determine: and ſo begging your 
Lordſhip's pardon for this tedious Epiſtle, I remain, 


paris, Feb. 3. 


My Lord, 
1677. N. S. 


Your Lordſhip's moſt 
Humble Servant. 


EXEELELICEL TILE & te 
SY LETTER m 
/ Mrs. Carwell's | coming into England 1 


e 1670. and being introduced to be the King's. 
1d | Miſs. ; 


TRE My Tord, 1 

IN one of my Letters to your Lordſhip, concerning 
1 Monſieur le Tellier's Sentiments, in regard to the ma- 

nagement of the Affairs of England to the advantage of 


A the French, among other Expedients he propoſed the 
tt ſending over ſome choice Female, as might be capable 


to charm a Prince, whoſe Heart was ſo ſuſceptible of 
an amorous Flame as that of the King of England. In 


Opportunity of the Princeſs's going over to effect it 
and therefore ſhe upon her arrival preſented our King, 
jer {ber Brother, with her Woman, known then by the 
i. Name of Madam Carwell, but much better ſince by 
he the Title of Dutcheſs of Portſmouth, to ſerve the French 
ger King as a Heifer afterwards to plough withal, as being 
he ſuch as was not careleſly or fortuitouſly picked out from 
-n. among the French Herd, but expreſly ſingled out for that 
ace purpoſe; and how well ſhe acted her Part in time com- 
ra ng, will appear in its proper place: ſo that if they failed 
ice, In their Ends of furniſhing the King with a French 
ot Wife, they were reſolyed to make it up, by ſupplying of 
or D 3 e him 
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conformity to which Project, they made choice of the 


| 
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him with a French Whore; and this being an Omiſſion 


in my laſt, and having nothing of greater moment to 54 
write at preſent, to keep my Correſpondence with you 
Lordſhip; I have taken the Opportunity to teſtify unto 1 


you how ready I am, . 
EX eat oY | My Lord, 
Paris Feb. 8. 


1677. N. S. To Serve Jen. : 
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LETTER XIX. 


od 


The Paces made by the Duke of Buckingham, n 
and. afterward by the Princeſs Henrietta 
Maria Dutcheſs of Orleans, towards bring - ane 
ing the King over to join with the French ug 
againſt the Dutch, not fully ſucceedin 
according to Expectation, they reſolve up 
other Methods: Firſt by making ſure of the 
Duke of York, and then by inciting th w 


Dutch to provoke the King to a War wit? 


them. 


'My Lord, 


T HAVE given your Lordſhip an account of the Prin. 
J ceſs Henrietta's Negotiation in England, and of the 
King's dilatory Anſwer, in regard to his Conjunction 
with the French to make War upon the United Province, 
which put the French Politicians ſomewhat to a Nonplus; iſt 
but conſidering how well inclined the Duke was to the 


"Popiſh Religion, and how he had expreſs'd his Thought 
to the Princeſs, the King being preſent, of the adyan- 
tage and reaſonableneſs of the French Propoſals, they 
made an Eflay, to ſee what they could do that way 


) 
and 


— — — 


— — 
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Nuence over his Brother, might not induce him to accept 
of the Offer. They found him pliable enough; but 
pon Application, he did not find the King fo, but 
: uch more diſpoſed to live at Reſt and Pleaſure; than 
o engage himſelf in ſo much Sollicitude, as a War 
would inevitably bring him to: And beſides, he was 
much afraid to diſcontent his People further, who were 
already ſo ill ſatisfied with the ill Conduct and Diſaſters 
that befel them in the laſt War, and whom he knew ſo 
wholly averſe to a new one, unleſs the Freſh- Water 
Gaudy. Caps and Feathers eſpecially were diſmiſſed, and 
the Conduct of it wholly left to the Old Tarpaulins, who 
ſo ſucceſsfully aſſerted their Cauſe with thoſe People in 
he Republican and Oliverian times, the Happineſs of 
Ewhich the late ill Succeſs had much enhaunced in their 


We 


| 
) 
[ 
) 


Eyes. Yet the French Agents continued preſſing of him, 


and tampering with his Miniſters to compaſs their Ends; 
Qurging all the ſpecious Motives in the World, and ſpa- 


magnificent Promiſes of future Acknowledgment: but 
Fading ſtill a great Reſiſtance to any ſuch Overtures, 
they at length reſolved to play their Game another 
Way, and employ'd their Emiſſaries in Holland, to ſtir 
jup thoſe People to provoke the King's Reſentments, by 
fall the ways that artful Malice could deviſe : they cauſed 
him to be repreſented to them as a mean-ſpirited Prince, 
{drowned in Pleaſures, and by them Bankrupt z3 and that 

would put up any Affronts, rather than be weaned from 
in- them a moment. That ſlender Courage he had, being 
the cowed in the laſt War, as likewiſe were the Spirits of the 
jon proudeſt Merchants and Seamen, his Subjects, under 
cen ſuch an unactive Prince; adding moreover, that to their 


us; certain knowledge the Duke of York was now a Papiſt, 


the tho in hugger-mugger, and that the People had a ſtrong 


zht ſuſpicion 'of it, how clandeſtinely ſoever carried, and. 


an had thereupon conceived ſuch an implacable Jealouſy 


hey againſt the Duke, as well as againſt the King himſelf on 
ray, his account, that they would never patiently brook 
and . D 4 the. 


Wand whether the great Confidence he had with, and In- 


ring neither preſent Advances of Mony, nor the moſt 
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the Command of the one, nor heartily aſſiſt or fight fo 


the other, in a War againſt a Proteſtant State; bu 
break into Factions, and rather abet them, than ſuppon 


ſo Unyarlike, ſo Unfortunate, and what was worſt af 


all, ſo Popiſnly- affected a Prince: that therefore noy a 
was the time to give the finiſhing ſtroke to that 6 


great, ſo glorious, and ſo advantageous a Work, to ther 
moſt puiſſant and renowned Republick, which they haf 
more than half done in the laſt War, under the favour 


of the moſt powerful Aſſiſtance of their great Maſter, ſ 


Viz.,.to. obtain for ever the Dominion of the Seas, {oſt 


highly contended for by the Engliſh, and ingroſs the 
whole Trade of both the Hemiſpheres to thenaſelves | 
And that in fo glorious an Undertaking, as the great 
Monarch of France had, when in extremity, moſt op- 
portunely and ſucceſsfully. aſſiſted them in the preceding 
War; fo he was determined to do in this, not with a fey 
Auxiliary Troops and Ships as before, but with his whole 
Force: being reſoly'd on nothing leſs than to concur with 
their High Mightineſſes for the abſolute Conqueſt of that 


Queen of Iſlands, that had ſo long domineered over the 
Sea, and pretended to give Laws upon that Element, 


which God and Nature had left as free as the Air it (el, Þ 
AnJ that their High and Mightineſſes might enter into no 


Umbrage of his deſigning. any Greatneſs to himſelf, that 
might 2 

was content to ſhare it with them, and that ſo partially 
in their favour, that he would ſatisfy himſelf with the 
two poorer Kingdoms of Scotland and Ireland ; the 
former for the ſake of its antient Alliances with his 
Kingdom, and the latter becauſe. of the Conformity 
of the Religion of its native Inhabitants with that of 


his on Subjects; leaving to them the Principal, which 


was England, where all the chief Trade, Riches any 


Was concentred together, with all its goodly Depen- 


dances both in the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, With whici 


he could not pretend to meddle, The ſucceſs of which 


% a: 41 Report 


prejudicial to them by ſuch a Conqueſt; leſſ 


at 


left, 


ro 
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Propoſals I deſign ſhall be the ſubject of another Letter 
ich the firſt opportunity, from 

5 My Lord, Wy 
Waris, Feb. 12. Your Lordſhip's moſt 
1677. N. S. 4 1 Humble Servant. 


FF 
EET I ER XX. 

he Dutch, upon the foreſaid Remonſtrances 
made to them by the French King, being 
induced to enter into a Treaty with him, 
were wheedled by the French Embaſſador 
en to ſign their Part of it, and to ſend it to 
þ the French King for bim to ſign 3 but he 
wh pretending ſpecious delays, ſends it to the 
eſs King of England, uſing it for an Argument 
ny for his Compliance with the Propoſals he made 
to him of entring into a War in conjunction 
u with him againſt the States: but ordering 
bel bis Embaſſador withal to acquaint him, that 
a in Caſe of his refuſal, he muſt be obliged to 
theft turn the Sham- League with the Dutch into 
a real one. 


i 
* 
2 
5 
** / 
73, 
* / 


ny My Lord, | . 

lich H E ſpecious Remonſtrances, and more inviting 
Propoſals made on the French King's part to the 

Dutch, as mentioned in my laſt to your Lordſhip, ſo 


* ickled the Hogens, that they ſuffered themſelves to be 
oy eluded into a cloſe Treaty with the French Court for 


hich Net great Expedition; not at all thinking what Ruin was 
als leſigned themſelves, and what diviſion of their own Ter- 
tories between the French and Engliſh was then modelling 
Ds : among 
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among. the Monſieurs, as a further tentative to ind 
our King to arm with France againſt Holland; and u 
the very League the French pretended to be making wit 
them, was but the maſter Stratagem to procure tha 
other Alliance, that without the unexpected and timehW 
interpoſition of Divine Providence had proved the Mens 
Tekel of their flouriſhing State, and turned that gr 
Magazine of the Trade and Riches of the Univerſe ino 
a ſorry bank of Lillies, Accordingly they began firſt u 
inſult our King in his Perſon, by multitudes of moi 
ſcandalous a inſupportable Paſquinades and Picture; 
which the Freuch Agents endeayouring to make him e 
ſent as they deſerved, and finding ftill that he decline 
to comply with their deſires; alledging again for 2 
ſwer, the ill ſucceſs of the laſt War, cauſed chiefly H 
them, the averſeneſs of his People to another War, &:ſ 
and farther, his unwillingneſs only for Injuries that pe- 
ſonally concerned himſelf alone, to engage thoſe Nation 
again in ſo bloody and deſtructive a War, as after al 


could be of no very conſiderable advantage to eithe 


fide, be the event what it would: they proceedalſf 


then to tempt him further, by offering a larger proportion 


of thoſe Provinces when conquered; and beſides, ſuc 


an aſſiſtance in Mony, as ſhould enable him to g 
through with the War, tho his Parliament ſhould den 


their Concurrence with him therein; and to make ther 


perſuaſions the more effectual, they did again warm 
ply the Duke of York, attacking of him on the blind 
ſide, wiz. his Religion, and telling him, that tho h: 
were 2 a Catholick, yet the People began to hay: 
a ftrong ſufpicion of it, and would at long run com 
to know it, and would not fail then to make ſuc 
ſtrong brigues againſt him, as that they would cet 
tainly put him by the Succeſſion ; unleſs before ſud 
aà Diſcovery were perfectly made, he could induce his 
Brother to join his Arms with thoſe of his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty's, for the Conqueſt of Holland; where were 
the Vitals that adminiſtred Life and Spirits to all thoſe 
Factions he had to fear, and which after the CONE 

— "a 
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auction of the Roman Religion into theſe Kingdoms, 
whenever he ſhould ſucceed to them, would be eaf\ 
Wclſe impoſſible, That his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was 


che Empire into ſuch a Sleep of Security, and ſo amus'd 
the other Neighbour Princes with ſuch doubtful and con- 
Wrrary Appearances, that before they could awake, and rub 
Joff the Duſt they had thrown in their Eyes, they might 
Jhave done their work on the Hollanders, who leaſt of 
fall the reſt expected an Attack, and were therefore un- 
" provided. The Duke forward enough before, but now 
quite overcome by theſe Pretences, became their moſt 
b earneſt Sollicitor anew to the King: but tho he neglected 

nothing in that caſe, that a Prince of that great Influence 


* : : 
„over his Brother could do, to bring him over to conſent 
on do the Meaſures concerted between the French and him; 


Abe found him ſtill inflexible and averſe to a War, not 
he out of any Diſaffection to the Cauſe, but out of a Love 
gel to Eaſe, and a Principle of Fear, as I have formerly 
hinted eg Lordſhip. Upon which the French Coun- 


all hazards, to take the opportunity of joining with Hol- 
hell land, to invade and conquer England, if poſſible. 

mi To this end they had all along managed a cloſe Trea- 
line) with Holland, even while they were endeayouring 
gene in England, by the powerful Negotiation” of their. 


© þMforce him to make appear to the World, that he had in- 
deed none, neither for his own Royal Dignity and Ho- 
(4 nour, nor for the Honour or Intereſt of his Relations 
 krſſand Kingdoms, nay not ſo much as a Senſe of the 


dial Preſervation of any of them from Dangers, tho ey . 


ſo viſible, ſo preſent, and ſo fatal to all and every 


that mily 


What united many-headed Hydra, would ſoon be ſuppreſt, 
put could be by no other way; and that then the Intro- 


3 q 


men provided with ſuch formidable Forces, and had laid 


eil proceeded to their laſt Maſter-ſtroke in this Buſineſs, - 
reſolving in caſe they ſucceeded not therein, in ſpite of 


Friends the de Witts, and the Loveſtein Faction. So then, 
ſtill the more to rouze up our King's Reſentments, or to 


noſſ=of them; they put the de Wires on all the Efforts they 
{ alf coud to keep down the moſt Antient and Lluſtrious Fae 
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ſo well deſerving of them; eſpecially, if ever it were wif 


and with whom, by reaſon. of their near Relation t 
Intereſt have ſuch a Correſpondence, as muſt need 


preſent Prince into the ſame Honours and important 


| foot by thoſe Miniſters, the French till the more eagerly 


narch in that War, the States coming to oyerpower ſo 


mily of Naſſau, under the ſpecious Pretences of th 
Danger the Liberty of the Commonwealth might one 
one day run, from the ſuſpicious Greatneſs of that Houſe, 


fortunate, as to mount the Throne of Great Britain, 
their incompatible; Rival in naval Power and Trade; 


that Crown, that Houſe could not but by Inclination and 
render it imprudent and unſafe in the States, to admit the 


Charges in that Juncture, which his Anceſtors, in the 
Infancy of the Commonwealth, had enjoy'd and exer: 
cis d, ſo much to their advantage. And according| 
what Steps were made by thoſe two Miniſters to keep the 
Prince of Orange from the Poſſeſſion of the antient i 
Honours and Privileges of his Houſe, is too well known ik 
to need mentioning. Which Deſign being thus ſet on Il 


to incite them to purſue their Point, inſinuated to them, 
That the only way to expect the full Accompliſhment of ip 
their Deſires in the total Deſtruction of that Familr, Wi 
would be to cauſe a new War to be declared againſt 
Evgland, upon the plauſible Pretences and Encourage: 
ments before-mention'd ; in which Juncture the Peopk 
of Holland, who in- the Prince his Father's time, had 
begun to conceive an Umbrage of that Family, would be 
the more eaſily. brought to conſent to what remained, to 
the utter depriving and diſenabling them to aſpire to any 
Greatneſs that might be above their Pity : and that by 
the potent and auſpicious Aſſiſtance of the French Mo- 


gloriouſly their Rival in Trade, and to acquire a Poſſeſſion 
of ſo. great a ſhare of the Britiſh Dominions as was 
projected between. them, and as they would in all ap- 
pearance under the Favour of that preſent Conjuncture, 
not fail to attain to ; they, the de Witts, by procuring 
the States fo. ſeaſonable and powerful an Aſſiſtance, With 


and puſhing them on to a War that ſhould end with ſo Pu 


much 
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och Glory and Advantage to them, would quite: eclipſe 
3 je great Services and Merits of the Naſſovian and Oran- 
n Heroes, in the earlier years of the Republick, and 
ee the ſaid de Witts opportunity by degrees to raiſe 
Peir own Family to the ſame, if not much greater Ho- 
ours, and Privileges, than thoſe that had been ſo long en- 
ppy'd by that illuſtrious Houſe: in which, added they, you 
ß be aſſured, that from time to time, you ſhall never 
ant the friendly Offices, and moſt efficacious Aſſiſtances 
four invincible Monarch, who is no leſs conſtant, ge- 
krous, and magnificent, in his Reſentments towards his 
lies and Friends, than he is formidable and inflexible 
thoſe towards his Enemies. In fine, they ſoothed theſe 
iſerable ambitious Miniſters to that degree, and acted 
at Sham-Treaty with Holland, by their means, fo to the 
life, that the States not doubting but they were in ear- 
eſt, made all the forward Steps imaginable towards the 
liance propoſed, and began to arm by Sea, not mind- 
g in how careleſs a Poſture they left all their Places by 
and, as dreaming of nothing from France but Friend. 
ip and Aſſiſtance. And accordingly that Faction having 
th all the Heat and Diligence A, concerted and 
ncluded a Treaty with the French Ambaſlador, he like 
ſly Gameſter wheedled them to ſign their Part in it, and. 
nt it forthwith as privately to his Maſter 5 who, ſaid he, 
ould not fail immediately to anſwer them with a Coun-- 
r-change 3 telling them, that by this means, they would 
ew a great Deference to his Dignity, and the Figure he 
ade in Europe, and teſtify their great Confidence in 
m, than which nothing could be more obliging to a 
owned Head, eſpecially to him, who much more than 
ſo Wy other Prince valued himſelf upon his Honour and 
on ptegrity; and beſides, would contribute much to the 
ceſs of the great Enterprize they were jointly to go 
Pon; becauſe by this means their common Deſign 
ould be dy: concealed from the Engliſh 
durt, whom his Maſter, ſaid he, amuſed all this while 
th a ſham Alliance, and hopes of making Peace with 
u for them, Oc. and fo. keeping them from arm- 
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Mitts and their Party were cock. a- hoop, and were alrea 
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he might have wherewithal to give his Majeſty an und 
niable Proof, both of their malicious and dangerous In 
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ing for their Defence, the Deſign will be execyy 
with ſuch ſurprizing Celerity on them, that they ſhow 
fooner ſee the Dutch Fleet on their Coaſts, and H 
French Troops on their Land, than hear of them. I 
Stratagem took, and rhe Inſtrument of the ſaid Tren 
was with all expedition ſent ready ſigned by the ſaid hulſ 
tion, to the great Monſieur, who promiſed ſpeedily y 
anſwer the Ceremony on his ſide. And now the , 


in hopes of ſharing their Part in the projected Spoil ali. 
Diviſion of the Engliſb Monarchy 3 when the more poliſh, 
tick Monſieur having brought them into the Snare 
had laid for. them, infteal of ſending back and (in 
a Counter-change of the ſaid League to them, ſen 
it ſecretly to his Ambaſſador in England, with 0: 
ders privately to ſnew it to our King, that he might h 
that be convinced what advances the People he was 0 
hard to be perſuaded to wage War with, had made ty 
attack him and his Kingdoms; as they had already is 
ſulted his Perſon, Honour, and Relations. And bo: 
affe&ionate his Maſter was to his Majeſty, who was read 
to depart from all the Advantages he might prudential 
hope to reap by ſuch an Alliance, in that diſadvantageou 
Poſture of the Britiſh Affairs, and rather inclined to joit 
with his Maleſty againſt thoſe faucy Republicans, an 
ſworn Enemies to all crowned Heads; ordering hin 
withal, to tell him, that the Obſtinacy he perceived in 
his Majeſty, in refuſing to vindicate his own, his Family 
and his Kingdom's Honour and Intereſt againſt them, half 
prevailed with them to puſh on a Treaty with them f 
far, as to get it by Addreſs ſigned by them afore-hand ; thai 


tentions, and of his own ſincere Inclination to his Mette 
jeſty; and delude them into a Security that might hi ip: 
der them from providing for any Defence by Lani 

againſt the Forces he had ready to pour in upon them e,; 
in caſe his Majeſty would pleaſe, while it was yet time 16 
to join with him. And further to add, that for his pa 
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e had not ſign'd it yet, but was ready to ſign one much 
cher with his Majeſty, and would on that condition fo 
Wotradt the time with dilatory Anſwers and Excuſes, that 
eir preſent naval Preparations ſhould be eluded, and 
ey attacked, when they leaſt expected; and when his 


Whajeſty might have time enough to make ſufficient Pro- 


iſion, to ſecond him therein by Sea, to both their cer- 
in and glorious Advantage. And laſtly, ordering the 
Eid Ambaſſador in the cloſe to tell his Majeſty roundly, 

Sat tho indeed he had carried on that ſham League for 
e Reaſons aforeſaid, viz. for the Intereſt of his Bri- 

% Majeſty, as well as his own, for the better convin- 
ng him of the Neceſſity, as well as Convenience of 
dining with him, and Julling the Enemy into that Secu- 


oth Crowns ; yet if after all theſe Steps, his Maje 

yould till perfiſt to be deaf to his own Intereſt, ſo 
iſibly and plainly made out to him; that truly his 
aſter then would be forced to decline thoſe of his 
jeſty, take new Meaſures conſonant to his own, and 
h a word, turn the ſham Alliance into a true one, by im- 
ediately ſigning and counterchanging it; and at the ſame 
ſtant, joining with thoſe Enemies againſt him, without 
wing him time to make any tolerable Preparation, that 
ight enable him to weather their firſt Attempts : for 
at it was his Maſter's undoubted Intereſt to keep great 


erefore if the King of England would not join with 
to employ them where he had moſt Inclination, 
nd much Intereſt ; he would be forced by Intereſt a- 


ſolved to employ them ſomewhere. And ſo the Am- 
tter, having been tedious, J am afraid, to your Lord- 
up ; and fo remain, 


My Lord, 5 
arts, March 19. Your Lordſhip's moſt 


LE T- 


that was neceſſary to the Succeſs of the Arms of 


orces on foot, and not to keep them idle. And that 


Wainſt his Inclination to employ them againſt him, being 


flador concluded his Harangue, as I ſhall conclude this 


| l 1677, N. S. Humole Servant: | 
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LEFT E N XXL: PR 
Ning Charles II. being at length brought oil... 
to a Compliance with the French Intrigui d 
and to make War upon the Dutch; Mu 
French Council make all the Alliances thy" 
can among the German Princes, &c. an 0 
where they could not prevail, uſe thy 
Endeavour to perſuade to a Neutrality, W -: 


My Lord, 
I Aving in my laſt to your Lordſhip, ſet forth H 
1 ſucceſſive Intrigues of France, to bring our Kino 

into their Intereſt, and to come to a Rupture with t 

Dutch States ; their Artifices, eſpecially the laſt (as hoy 

could it chuſe, unleſs he had been indeed the Log He 

has been reſembled to) wrought ſo effectually with hin 
that he. then, without any reluctancy, conſented to th 

French King's Overtures; and an Alliance was, tho ver 

2 concluded on, wherein were inſerted Articly 

or a projected Sharing of the States Dominions, alread| 
conquer d by our Army, as we had been before by theit 

And now both Courts concert Meaſures to continue the 

Amuſement of the Enemy, and to gain ſome othe 

Neighbours into a Concurrence or Neutrality. ThÞ"d 

French King after ſome demur, to gain time, and wif 

finiſh his Intrigue in England, had no ſooner concludeſde, 

it, but after his uſual way of Diſſimulation, ſent bad 
the Inſtrument of the Treaty with Holland to the States 
but with ſuch Additions and Amendments, as he knen“! 

would take up time to debate, though couched in mol 1 

ſugar d Words, and backed with large Promiſes. of cond: 

nuing and augmenting Friendſhip. And having in ths 
4 25 meal 
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Wan time gain'd the Elector of Cologn, the Biſhop of 
nter, and ſome others on the Rhine, partly by Mony, 
partly by deceitful Pretences, to join with them ; they 
d alſo the Vanity to attempt (tho the very Thoughts 
ſuch an Overture, were charged with inſuperable 
ficulties) to delude the very Spaniard, if not into a 
dmpliance, yet into a Neutrality with them, while their 
rces ſhould be acting ſuch Tragedies as were intended 
their view, and not without paſſing through their 
duntry, they having ſuch Creatures and Factions in 
ain, as they much confided in. But after all their 
ſheedles and Intrigues there, they found ſuch ſtrong 
poſition made by the Queen Mother, who was a great 
emy to France, as gave them little grounds to hope 
r any, great Succeſs in that Negotiation ; fo that they 
gan to content themſelves with what they thought they 
ere ſure of, viz. gaining of ſo much time, in keep- 
g of Matters in ſuſpence, both in the Spaniſh and 
pperial-Councils, who were naturally flow: enough in 
ir Deliberations, as might ſuffice them to accompliſh: 
er Deſign upon Holland, before they could be in 
readineſs to hinder the finiſhing Stroke; (if ſo be 
y ſhould declare for the States againſt them, as was to 
ſuſpected they would) after which, ſecure of Succeſs, 
ey concluded they ſhould be in a Condition to attack, 
ige her than to expect the whole Auſtrian Force, though 
tify'd with the Succours of all the reſt of Chriſtendom. 
irs) Lord, I am not at preſent furniſhed with the Topicks 
y went upon, to bring the Spaniards to a Compliance 
hel this matter: But I hope I ſhall be able to give your 
TheWprdſhip a good account of them in my next, which 
4 wſÞll be with the next conveniency; but in the mean 
udelWn&y I am, 9 
Ae e i Lords,. 
Wis, April 15. Your Lordſhip's moſt 
mol 1677. N. 5. — | 5 
| Humble Servant. 
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REG SHES As de dle e e S de k & 
Pn 
Coleman being engaged in the French | 
tereſts, here follow the Topicks he went upm 
to induce the Spaniards to a Neutrality | 
o , 
My Tord, Sr | 
HAT the French Miniſters are Gens audax om 
perpeti, is very manifeſt, by what I have writ: 
to your Lordſhip before; but to be ſo adventurous,: 
to form Topicks for the engaging thoſe in the Span 
Intereſt, to fayour their Deſigns, by deluding 'that N 
tion to a Neutrality, ſeems to be a Maſter-piece of the 
Policy, as well as Audacity, Having therefore gain 


Mr. Ccleman, whom they judged of any other | 
moſt proper Inſtrument to carry on ſuch a Deſign, th 


formed the following Topicks for him, the better to h,; 


him to compaſs it; and he was to urge cloſely, 
1. That tho his Britannick Majeſty had been by t 
intolerable Infolencies, and baſe Outrages of the Pai 
Nation, conſtrained and neceſſitated much againſt h 
Inclinations, to depart from ſo much of the Tri 
League, as concerned the Hollanders; yet he woulif: 
not fail to retain ſtill his Inclinations to promote 
much as lay in him, the chief Intent and Purport of i 
which was in ſubſtance, to hinder the French from 
2 themſelves, to the diminution of their Neis, 
ours; but more particularly to the prejudice of til 
Catholick King, during his Minority, provided he wo 
ſtand Neuter. | 
2. That his Neutrality would be a firm Security! 
him, of what he yet poſleſt in the Netherlands, by el 


viatine 
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ing, and taking clean away from the French, all 
ner of pretences to moleſt his Subjects. | 

z. That the deſtroying the Hollanders, who were baſe 
bels to him, (and whom it was as much ſcandalous 
pernicious, for any Crown'd Head to ſuffer to flou- 
and proſper in Wealth and Greatneſs, as they had 
too manifeſtly done, to the diminution of their 
igbbours, and much Teſs to abet) would be highly 
eficial, and of manifold advantage to his Catho- 
Majeſty. For that the vaſt Trade of Amſterdam, 
| other great, populous and flouriſhing Towns in 
land, and the other Provinces, being ruined and 
populated z many of the Inhabitants, at leaſt all thoſe 
the Roman Catholick Religion or Perſuaſion; a 
at many of the Deiſts, and other Adiaphorites, who 
re very indifferent and careleſs, whether they fre- 
nted any publick Worſhip at all, or no, but chiefly, 
above all other things, adored Trade and Gold, 
h which the Dutch Territories ſwarmed above any 
er Nation, either on this, or the other fide of the 
miſphere 3 would, without all doubt, refugiate theme 
res, as being neareſt, and moſt commodious for them, 
the Spaniſh Territories and Provinces, eſpecially Flan- 
and would quickly multiply and encreaſe in them, 
t only People, but Trade and Riches; from whence, 
eaſe of Power and Strength, both by Sea and Land, 
ad be a neceſſary and infallible Conſequence. And 
t then, the now almoſt abandoned City of Antwerp, 
ce the moſt famous, and moſt flouriſhing City in 
Wade, of this part of Europe, ſhould have free Liberty 
lay open her Scheld again, now damm'd up by the 
landers 3 and recover her former Riches, Glory and 
Pength, as would neceſſarily all the other Spaniſh Ci- 
and trading Towns in = Country, in a propor- 
nable degree, which would be a means to make Spain 
ſelf become much more flouriſhing and populous. . 
4. That the Crown of Spain would by this means, 
e her Hands quite rid of the moſt troubleſome, as 
5 ll as dangerous Riyal, in Trade and Conqueſt in the 


Eaft- 
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Eaſt- Indies, of any other European Nation whatſoeye 
in which reſpect, neither England nor France, tho tui 
ing Nations, as being Monarchies, had not been, m 
indeed could poſſibly be, or become fo prejudicial to 
However, they might perhaps afterwards be fortify 
with new Acceſſions of Strength and Power; as that on 
ſingle Republick, which, tho ſcarce of one Age's Growi 
had yet already, to the amazement, as well as detrimey 
of their Neighbour: Nations, and eſpecially the Kingda 
of Spain, and Territories belonging to it, monopoliz 
into her own hands the adyantageous and incredil 
gainful Trades to the great Kingdoms of China, Jajal 
and many other Parts, both of the Eaſt-Indian an 
African Coaſts; whither in former times, no other N 
tions in the World, beſides thoſe of Spain and Pom 
gal, had any manner of acceſs. | 
J. That the Power of that upſtart Republick was d 
ready at that exorbitant Greatneſs and Grandure, thy 
there was no poſlibility, either of humbling or dep 
ſing it, and much leſs of a total Subverſion of it, wi 
any other in Chriſtendom, than the united Powers dM: 
the Kingdoms of England and France: and yet thin 
were 0 to that paſs, that if timely care were 
taken, to have the ſaid Republick removed out of . 
way, or at leaſt mortified to a very great degree; | 
muſt. of neceſſity in a ſhort time riſe up, as old Ron 
did, to ſuch a prodigious Strength, Power, Dominia 
and Grandure, that it would give Law to all the. crown 
Heads in this part of the World; and perhaps at laſt d 
vour them, ſince it well appeared, and was conſpicuou 
to all that did not wilfully ſhut their Eyes, that by fuchli 
tle blows as the Kingdom of England alone was able oi 
give them, in the late War, and Sea-Engagements the 
had with them, their Experience, numbers of Seamenif 
Power, Strength and Riches, were every day adyanctl 
and encreaſed, after the Reſpite of a ſmall breathing tim 
of Peace: And that conſequently, if his Catholick M4 
jeſty, the King of Spain, or rather the Queen Regent af 
Miniſters, as alſo his Imperial Majeſty, ſhould ſuffer then ie 
{elya 
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ſonable Jealouſy, ſo far, as by their Interpoſition to 
ſtruct and hinder the now probable downfal of that 
ping and encroaching Republic; what could they 
elt and hope for in the Revolution of a few Years, 
to ſee thoſe very People, whom, by their needleſs 
licitude, they had ſaved from Deſtruction, be ſo ad- 
turous, as to ſeize into / their own hands, by way 
retaliation for their Kindnels, their precious Mines of 
d and Silver, in the Countries of Peru and Mexico; 
ea it ſhould be quite out of the Power, either of the 
gdoms of England or France, or indeed both of 
1 together, ſhould they find themſelves ſo diſpoſed, 
prevent their inevitable Loſs ? Which would be not 
y a moſt pernicious Blow, but, as might very well be 
red, even a deadly one to the illuſtrious Houſe of 
r1a, as well as a yery ſenſible one to all the other 
Nees and States of Chriſtendom, And therefore it 
id not but be a matter even of high Importance, 
greatly for the Intereſt and Benefit of his Catholick 
jeſly and his Subjects in general, for him to reſolve to 
hain and continue Neuter, in this War that was to 
Wunence ſhortly againſt the united Dutch Provinces, 
WP to connive at, and give way to the Succeſs of the 
nch and Engliſh Nations; ſince it was evidently as 
eſlary and requiſite, for the Safety and Grandure of 
Kingdom of Spain, ut deleatur iſta Carthago, as 


Wutual Jealouſy, which, as it ever was, could not but 
ſtill continued, would ſufficiently ſecure Spain to all 


any ſuch attempts on their Golden and Silver Weſt- 

lies, as would certainly, as well as unayoidably, be 
Ne in leſs than half an Age upon them, by the Re- 
Wick. of Holland, if his Catholick Majeſty, the Em- 
Wor, and his other Allies, ſhould ſtand ſo far in their 


ich could hardly be thought of them, as to give any 


in 


es to be over · ruled by ſuch a needleſs, as well as un. 


nas for that of England and France: from whom 


e Ages, from offering any ſuch Violence, or ma- 


Light, and become guilty of ſo much Imprudence, 


lion unto, or otherwiſe interrupt the only Powers 


ou — uö' — — 
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whom he would take care to aſſemble for that yery 
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in Chriſtendom, that were able to prevent that Diſ 
and render it quite of none Effect. 5 

6. That his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty Lewis the II 
of France had ſolemnly engaged to his Britannict 
jeſty the King of England, that upon the Conditin 
a Neutrality agreed by Spain, he was willing to reling 
all Pretenſions to the remainder of the Spaniſh Nel 
lands, and all the other Dominions. of Spain, aul 
get that ſame Renunciation ſigned and ratified by 
Dauphin his Son, as well as by himſelf : and to; 
no room for any future Jealouſies, even by the cot 
and approbation of the three Eſtates of his King 


and purpoſe, as alſo by the Parliament of Paris; 
ſo all occaſions and pretences of any future War 
tween the two Crowns of France and Spain might 
entirely and totally cut off by this one amicable ani 
vantageous Conceſſion ; Nay, and that rather than 
in this particular, his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty woull 
brought to re- deliver to the Carholick King, even al 
Towns, Cities and Territories taken from him by Fr. 
in the laſt War, and keep ſtrictly to the other, as we 
the Pyrenean Treaty; which was as much as the! 
niards could wiſh for themſelves, or had upon any i 
caſion inſiſted upon. | - 
J. That the French King would be punctual to off 
ſuch ſtrict Orders to his Troops and Armies, that in 
their Marches through the Countries belonging to 
King of Spain, they ſhould be ſo far from being inf 
ous and burdenſom to the reſpective Inhabitants of t 
that they ſhould receive very great benefit and adyai 
from them, by their exact and liberal paying for wi 
ever they had of them; and that he would after 
leave ſuch a firm Barrier on all ſides the Countr, 
ſhould for ever ſecute them from all Apprehenſion 
Encroachments from France or any other neighboun 
Nation whatſoever: and that by this means the $pat 
Territories would remain very fertile, and be filled 
Mony and all forts of rich Commodities, w_ 
. i 


—— 
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red Provinces would be run down, and never be in 
ondition to moleſt or annoy them more; and what 
Vantage and Security that would be to them, they 
mſelyes could tell, and a remembrance of former Ex- 
iences in that kind, muſt needs corroborate and add 

noth to the ſame, 
8. That there was no juſt cauſe of Jealouſy to be en- 
ained, or any great Reaſon to fear the growing 
atneſs of the Kingdom of France upon ſuch an oc- 
on z fot that the acceſſion of ſtrength, which by ſuch 
ans might in ſome degree happen to her, would be 
h more than ballanced by that which would accrue 
England; by which his Britannick Majeſty would 
ome a much more powerful aſſiſtant to Spain and the 
nib Territories, againſt, any Violations of Treaties 
/might afterward upon any account whatſoever hap- 
o be offered by che French, than he could be at 
juncture of time, even tho joined with the Republick 
Holland; and yet rid the Catholick King even at 
ſame time of ſuch a diſhonourable as well as dan- 
dus Ally as Holland was at preſent, and which would 
unly prove within a ſmall Reyolution of Years a 
mctive Enemy alſo, if they were not now in. this 
ible nick of time obſtructed and throughly pre- 
. That che King of Swedeland, who was the other 
jmn'd Head that had engaged himſelf in the Triple 
ance for the protection and ſecurity of the Spaniſh 
herlands, was likewiſe of the ſame Mind and Dif- 
tion to remain Neuter in the preſent Caſe, unleſs 
were provoked to join with the French and Engliſh : 
that however he would at the ſame time join and 
erely concur with his Britannick Majeſty for the 
ranty of this deſired and uſeful Neutrality with France; 
both Kings would be ready to enter into a League 
enſiye and Defenſive, with the Crown of Spain, to 
the ſame with cheir full Force and whole Power, 
any manner of Infractions that ſhould happen 
de made, or fall out againſt this or any other for- 
mer 
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mer Treaty or Treaties on the part of France wit 
ever. „. 1 Din mr (8 un 10 . in 4) e e 

10. And Laſtly, That the French King was u 
and willing to accept their Guaranty; and not on 
but freely to permit the Emperor of Germany, and d 
of the German Princes, that could be brought to f 
Neuters, and were willing to enter into the ſame; ty 
made Partners therein; that all the World, as yd 

the Council of Spain might be convinced, beyond 

Chriſtian 


ſuſpicions to the contrary, of his Moſt -C 
ſty's, as well as the King of England's ſincerity in 
Mütter.. „ ling N 8% 1, i 
Theſe, my Lord, were the Inſtructions Mr. C. 

had, and the Topicks he was to go y for the cam 
on this pretty Deſign 3 but how: c he put the 
1 4242 eee 3 he wa 
the only Engine they imploy'd. for that purpoſe, | 
had their Agents in Spain it ſelf; who did their u 106 
effect this Neutrality, of which L may be able toy 
your Lordſhip an account another time. In the 0 


: ” 
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S eee 
F 
farther Argument uſed at the Court of Spain : 


by the French Agents, to perſuade that Na- 
tion to a Neutrality, | 


My Lord, | 1 
No che Topicks uſed by Mr. Coleman and other 
French Emiſſaries, of which I have given your 
Lordſhip an account already, to perſuade the Spaniards 
0 a Neutrality, they judged fit to ſuperadd another, to 
de more particularly and cloſely inſiſted upon at the 
ourt of Spain it ſelf, alledging that the Ruin of the Re- 
blick of Holland was very neceſſary, as upon other 
accounts, ſo more eſpecially in that thereby the King 
of England, who was ſo well inclined to the Roman 
atholick Religion, and only wanted an opportunity to 
declare for it, and to have the Glory to eſtabliſh it in 
is Dominions, which had now for above an Age and 
alf groaned under the burden of a peſtilent Hereſy, 
ould become ſo much maſter of his Subjects, that he 
would be in a condition, without any danger to himſelf = 
and the Royal Family, to introduce the ſame Roman Ca- 
holick Religion into his Kingdoms again: which great 
and glorious, as well as meritorious Work, the Catho- 
ick King, and thoſe who had the Adminiſtration of his 
ominions, ought to have at heart above all other In- 
creſts and Conſiderations whatſoever; eſpecially ſince 
his would enable the Crown of England to do Spain 
_ {any good and friendly Offices in the Court of Rome 
well as elſewhere, and be a means to ballance the 
E Wrench Faction there, when they ſhould take upon them, 
chey frequently did, to oppoſe the Intereſts and Ad. 
antages of the Houſe of lle as Henry the VIIIch 


and 
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and other Kings of England had formerly done beſqy 


the Schiſm broke out, and their Kingdom came to 
overſpread with Hereſy, But you know, my Lord, vi 


effect this and the former bait and flouriſhes have hy 


for Stain, after ſome ſhort diſſimulation to gain ting 


declared for Holland, on whoſe fate they well fore{ 
that of their Netherlands, and the whole Fortune of f 
"Houſe of Auſtria depended. In which Reſolutions, ny 
withſtanding all the *Artifices uſed to the contrary, th 


were ſeconded by the Emperor, who then had his Auf 


looſe, and by ſome other Princes on that ſide; wha 
tho they faild to hinder entring into an Alliancef 
the defence of Holland, yet they * met ſince with 
much ſucceſs in rendring their Conjun&ion as little h 
ful to them as might be, and of which I may in time! 
able to give your Lordſhip the Particulars: who am, 


* My Lord, 


Paris, Auguſt 5. 
Your Humble Serum 


1677. N. S. | 
e b bl. Lag. . bb Fab f 
LETTER SST: 


Of the ſhutting up of the Exchequer by Ki 
Charles II. in January 1673. 


My Tord, 
Need make no repetition to your Lordſhip of yi 
the French have done by Foreign Alliances in 6 


] 


many; by engaging our King to conſent to the (eco. 


War againſt the Dutch; and the Topicks they went up! 
to perſuade others, whom they had reaſon to fear wol 
concern. themſelves in the Quarrel when they ſaw ti 
Neighbours Houſe ſet on fire, to a Neutrality in 6 
caſe z and more particularly the Spaniards : of wi 
1 TranſaQtions I have not long ſince ſent your Loral 


, wo um 
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the particulars. But whatever was done abroad by them 
W for the ruining of the Dutch Republick, they were no 
leſs induſtrious in our Nation to put the King (who 
WW God knows was but too ſuſceptible of their Charms) 
| upon ſuch methods as would bankrupt his Reputation 
with his own Subjects, and ſo become an entire Depen- 
dant upon them for his ſupport. Two things they had 
| more eſpecially in view for the accompliſhment hereof 3 
| the one was, that he ſhould ſhut up the Exchequer, under 
he pretence of the abſolute neceſſity of it, for want of 
Mony to bear up the Port the Nation ought at that 
time to make in the World, when their Neighbours 
were in fo formidable a Poſture; but they knew well 
enough, and could not but foreſee (as I find they have 
| noted it) that he would by ſuch a ſurprizing and un- 
| paralle'd Act loſe all his Credit for ever of borrowing 
Mony again, otherwiſe than on the branches of his Re- 
venue, or Acts of Parliament; and would deter the Par- 
liament from venturing to be ſo profuſe and liberal as 
they had formerly been to him, any more for the time 
to come, upon ever ſo preſſing occaſions ; at leaſt 
without binding his Hands, and reſerving to themſelves 
the care of laying out as well as raiſing any Monies to 
be gi ven to him. And what could the Conſequence there- 
of b e, but that he muſt be reduced either of being treated 
Js an Underling or a Doge (which they took eſpecial 
care to infuſe into his Head) by his Parliaments ; or 
which they aimed at chiefly, to do the French King's 
Drudgery, to have Mony to maintain his Pleaſures, and 
keep up his Dignity and Authority againſt any attempts, 
which the Jealouſies cauſed by the faults he had too 
unwarily been inſnared into by his falſe Friends on this 
lide, might ſo ſtrongly influence moſt Orders of Men 
in one degree or other unto, throughout his Kingdoms, a- 
WM gainſt it, and which he might eaſily be induced to chuſe; 
i preferring rather to be a Penſioner, and at the beck of a 
Foreigner, than at the courteſy of his own Subjects, who 
Wave never refuſed to ſupport him in what tended to his 
real Intereſt and Honour, upon any moderate proſpect of 
. E. , 9 ſecu: 
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ſecurity for it? But things did not end here. The othet 
deſign of theirs was not only in view, but cloſe at the . 
heels, of granting a Toleration of Religion by virtue of 
his Prerogative Royal, of which your Lordſhip will hea , 
more in my next; in the mean time J am, : 


| Paris, Sept. 12. My Lord, l 
1677. N. S. Your very Humble Servant, 


Ee eee 


LETTER XXV. 


Of Liberty of Conſcience granted _ Kin 
Charles II. in the Tear 1674. ah hy . _ 


what ends attained, 


My Lord, | 
T was not enough for this Court to engage the Kin; 
to conſent to a ſecond Wer with the Durch, and 
- ſhutting up the Exchequer purely to ſerve their Intereſ hi 
and Deſigns ; but they muſt put him upon another piect 
of State-Drudgery, which at the ſame time, I am wel 
ſatisfied, he was not of himſelf much averſe to: and tha 
was the Declaration of Indulgence tq tender Conſcience, 
as they have been pleaſed to cant it. They knew wel 
enough what ſevere Laws were in force againſt all thoſe 
that diſſented from the publick Church, and ſome © 
them freſh enough in Memory not to be ſoon forgotten; 
and they knew full as well, that both the Popiſh and 
Presbyterianly affected Perſons, as well as the Prerogatiy 
and Republican Party who then began to revive, tha 
were about the King, would greedily promote it, or a 
leaſtwiſe ſome of all the mentioned ſorts, as a means 
whereby to attain to the ends aimed at by thoſe dit 
_ ferent Factions. Theſe the Monſieurs took care to inf 
ence in their ſeyeral ways, ſo as to ſpur up the King nol 
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' Who delay the granting of it; but whatever the ſeveral 
parties ends were in the obtaining of ſuch a Grant, the 
f Jatent of France was chiefly to divide us, and ſo make 
a Wire of the other event of their other Meaſures: for they 
concluded then, had the King gained that point without 
Wifpute, and the People ſuffered that diſpenſing with the 
Laws to paſs tamely and without any interrogating about 
it, for an inherent Prerogative of the Engliſh Crown; 
that he would be able to keep a firmer Alliance with 
them, and aſſiſt them in all their Deſigns without con- 
roul with his Arms, and that he ſhould at long run be 
eaſily perſuaded to receive twenty or thirty Thouſand 
Auxiliaries to ſecure his new acquired Authority, in that 
nd other Uſurpations they intended to put him upon both 
In Civil and Religious Matters, in lieu of the Brzzi/h For- 
des he ſhould furniſh the French King with: or if he 
Would happen to be fo weak as to yield up that important 
piece of Royalty to the Parliament; that ſtill by ſuch a 
giminution of Power, he would in time by their preſſing 
more and more upon him, as they had contrived in 
hat caſe they ſhould, be till neceſſitated in his extremity 
and o have recourſe to their help againſt the popular Waves, 
erelhich when their State-Eolus's had blown enough to a 
iecſutficient high Sea, they deſigned «o aſſiſt him to aſſuage, 
welſſWor fear elſe of giving place to the ſecond Reſurrection of 
thatWhat terrible Monſter called a Commonwealth ; which 
nces, ey dreaded more than any thing that could have hap- 
ened in this Weſtern World: the memory of what a 
Terror that late Monſter in our Ifles had been to them, 
s well as to the reſt of their Neighbour-Nations, being 
et too freſh to have been forgotten by them. Thus did 
heſe State-Empiricks drench us, and brought our Nation 
nder ſuch Convulſions, that without the help of kind 
eaven, muſt end in a total Diſſolution ; Sed futura 
eſemus. I am, 


5 My Lord, 
Paris, Decemb. 16. Your Conſtant 
1677. N. S. and Faithful Servant. 
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y Lord, ff 


capable to be a Miniſter of State, if his application to h. 


EET THER XVI. | 
The Op inion of the French Court c oncerviny | , 


the five Perſons that made up the Cabal in F 
England, in the Year 167 £ 


1 


THE Miniſters of this Court are not only the mot... 
| inquifitive Perſons in the World into the Aﬀainſſh,. 
of other Courts, but even into the Perſons that manage 
them; whoſe Natures, Diſpoſitions, Religion, nature, 
and acquired Abilities, as well as reſpe ctive Infirmities | 
they endeavour to ſift out to the quick, that ſo thy 
may uſe them or ſhun them as they find occaſion; ani 
for this reaſon it is, that they make ſome Remarks upon 
them in their Minutes,” as well as upon the Affairs tran: 
acted by them. And therefore es the Five Perſons 
who made up the Cabal in England a few Years ago 
and Who your Lordſhip may remember were the Duke 
of Buckingham and Lauderdale, the Earls of Shaftsbur) 
and Arlington, and the Lord Treaſurer Clifford, wen 
very diſtinguiſhable for the Stations they were in, the 
Offices they held, and the Parts each of them aRed in 
the Government; I find this Character given of them: 
For the Duke of Buckingham, as he was the King's FW 
yourite, ſo he really deſerved to be fo, as being ver 


ſineſs had been anſwerable to his Talents; if his Ming 
which was furniſhed with excellent Endowments, hal 
not been diſtracted with Libertiniſm, which was in hin 
to an extreme degree; and by a love to his Pleafure 
which made one of thoſe Perſons in the World that wi 
fitteſt for great and ſolid things, vain and frivolous. 0 
the Duke of Law. erdale there is little or nothing ſai 

: | 
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but that he is a great and quaint Politician, and no“ 
hueſtion but he has merited that Character at their hand. 
0 my Lord Clifford they are as profuſe in their Prai- 
es, as I doubt they have been too of their Mony; ſay- 
Ing, he was a Perſon who wanted nothing but a Theatre, 
Brhere Vertue and Reaſon had been much more in uſe 
an it was in his Country in the Age wherein he lived, 
or to be ſuperior to and overtop the reſt, My Lord of 
in Arlington they make to be a Perſon of a meaner Capa- 
city, and a more limited Genius than any of the Five, 
but ſay his Experiences ſupply the Defect, and have acqui- 
Fed him eſpecially a very great knowledge of Foreign 
Affairs. Laſt of all, they bring in Anthony Aſhly-Cooper, 
the Renowned Earl of Shaftsbury; of whom they ſay, 
the was by far the fitter Perſon of any of them to ma- 
nage a great Enterprize, and ſo was as the Soul to all 
the reſt, being endued with a vaſt Capacity, clear Judg- 
ment, bold Nature, and ſubtil Wit, equally firm and 
conſtant in all he undertook 3 a conſtant Friend, but an 
implacable Enemy: with many other Expreſſions, ſuch 
ones his not being terrified either with the greatneſs or 


he multitude of Crimes he judges neceſſary for his own 
auf preſervation, or the deſtruction of others, much to his 
6. Lordſhip's Diſnonour: which is a clear Argument he was 
uks 


ot for their Intereſt, and for which he is much beholden 

o them, Your Lordſhip will pardon the freedom 1 

ike with You, and accept of the ſincere endeavours to 

ſerie you, of, 
| . My Lord, 

Paris, Jan. 12. | LS 

l 1678. N. S. Your Honour's moſt Humble 


and moſt Obedient Servant. 
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Of the M thods prafliſed by the French 14; Gr 


niſters to corrupt our Ambaſſadors, 


4 


My Lord, 


RY 
3 
by 
S 


Yi 

Y 

> 
7; 
5 


n 


Aving given your Lordſhip ſome account of | 


opinion the French Court have had of ſome d 
our Stateſmen, it may be it will not be unacceptable ſh 
recount to your Honour in this place ſome of thoſe way, 


they have taken here to corrupt and pervert our Ambaſa 
dors.. And I can boldly affirm that there has been hard 


any one Ambaſſador ſent from our Court hither, ſino, 


the Reſtoration, whom they have not endeayoured to co 
rupt, and to get into a private Intrigue to trayerſe na 
only what he was to negotiate, but even ſomething d 


what themſelves preſt on our Princes by their own pri 
vate Agents; and on ſome of whom (I have nam 
one to your Lordſhip formerly) they have made ver 
_ great Impreſſions, to our Nation's detriment ; for Mattes 
of main Conſequence were treated of by private Mini 
ters or Meſſengers between both Kings, which were nd 


ſo much as mention'd to the Ambaſladors ſent in public m 
who have been on our ſide ſent only for Parade, to nt 


gotiate many times things, whereof the contrary ha 
been moſt commonly agreed upon, eſpecially in privat 
only to blind by that piece of Formality the Eyes 
our Subjects at home, — x of our Neighbours abroad; 
elſe to treat about Matters of mere Compliment, or d 
but ordinary concern. And tho what has been privateſ 
treated on between the two Kings, or but only propos 


was of great concern to be kept ſecret 3 and that io 


that very Reaſon, they knew our Ambaſſadors were : 
| ma 4 ; 
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hade acquainted Mith it: yet ſuch has been their Malice 
Ind Treachery to Our King and Country, as to diſcover 
p our Ambaſſadors or Envoys and their Secretaries, ſuch 
Darts thereof as they have thought, being once known 
p them, would be moſt proper and effectual to induce 
gur Miniſters to enter into a particular Cabal with them 
pr by-ends, and many times to affirm things more in- 
yidious than ordinary to have been agreed upon between 
Forth Courts, which were only propoſed. Which kind 
Communication of theirs had a very powerful In- 
Juence, by the Curioſity that is natural to all Mankind 
& work upon our Miniſters to entertain ſuch a Corre- 
Pondence with them, to the Diſhonour and Detriment 


75 4 


W& their King and Country: for they have told them 


5 


li 


metirnes, that not only the Points propoſed by the 
5 Dutcheſs of Orleans, but other things of as bad and 
alla 


« ngerous conſequence to the Subjects and Religion in 
gland, were abſolutely concluded on between both 
Erowns unknown unto them; and that our King and 
Make of York had taken. ſuch and ſuch Meaſures to put 


Wat the King their Maſter was willing to flatter them in 
puch hopes, and feed them with a little Mony, to keep 
mdf-m from taking part with his Enemies; yet that truly 
YR the bottom he had no ſuch Zeal for Religion, nor for 
tele Pope of Rome, as he had not for the King of Eng- 
BJ's over-great Power and Abſoluteneſs in Rule, being 
e 108Wings which could not but be prejudicial and very in- 
lick Impatible with his own Greatneſs; and therefore he 
0 Would not fail underhand to favour the People of Eng- 
bah za in ſupporting their Liberties and Rights, and defend- 
wWarrngg their Religion, and confining the Kingly or Regal 
es dower to its own due Limits. And therefore if they, 
r. our Envoys or Miniſters, would ſerve him in that 
or Align, they might aſſure themſelves they ſhould be well 
vate atify'd for their Compliance: that there was no occa- 
pos Mon to ſeruple it, ſince they knew well enough that 


„ Government was but a qualify'd Monarchy, wherein 
\ nolf 


mak 


2 


Pemſelves into a condition to do what they pleaſed; and 


E 5 the 


| 
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the Subject owed rather more Allegiance to their Cou 
than they did to their Prince. And that ſince their Kin 
went about to deal ſo unfairly and injuriouſly with the 
Country, as to enter into Leagues and Treaties, and thy 
underhand, with a Foreign Prince, contrary to their in 
Intereſt, and deceived his Ambaſſadors by . tranſadtn 
things different from, and oppoſite to what they had! 
ceived in their Inſtructions; and truſted not his own 
niſters, but only Foreigners with his main Secrets“ 
State: it could not be thought any great Infideliyi 
them to deceive ſuch a Prince, and to enter into priya 
Intrigues againſt fuch Deſigns as were pernicious a 
deſtructive to their Country; and would be ſo to f 
Prince himſelf, if not prevented in time: with a gre 
deal more Matter ſtill more invidious than that, tot 
ſame purpoſe, 


Such Methods as theſe, my Lord, I find in the! 
nutes of the Inſtructions preſcribed from time to tin 
to thoſe who are imploy'd to converſe with our Eng 


Ambaſſadors or Envoys; and After-notes do alſo 

mark they had Succeſs enough with ſome of tha 

whom your Lordſhip may ſo well gueſs at, that I 10 
not name them. However this opinion they ent 

rained of moſt of the Engliþ whom they gained n 
the Intrigue, except it were the Duke of Buckingh 

and one or two more, that they ſerved them with 

fame mind, with which they imploy'd them: for t 

was and is ſtill an uſual Saying with them, We imply 

them not for any Love we have had to them, ori 
Good we intended them; but only for the Intereſt ; 

Advantage of our own King, and the Diſhonour « 

Diſadvantage of theirs, So they, as we believe: 

have by experience found by moſt, ſerved us not 
any love to our Intereſt, but to our Mony, and with 

tent to make what we intended for the Diſſervice 

their Country turn in the end for the Good and! 

nefit of it; or at leaſt to the Factions and Perſuaſſ 

they themſelves were of. I could inlarge much m 

ul 


4 
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upon this Head, but I have been already tedious; and 
herefore I muſt conclude, and remain, | 


My Lord, 


paris, March 19. Your Lordſhip's moſt Devored 
| 1678. N. 8. 4 | : 
th and Humble Servant, 
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1 LETTER enn. 


Wor the French Reſolutions to elude any Ad- 


vantage the Engliſh might receive by the 
War. | | 


My Lord, | | . i 

Aving already given your Lordſhip an account how 1 
H our King was brought into the Alliance with 
Vance, and to engage in a ſecond Durch War; I ſhall {| 
now proceed to ſet forth the Inſincerity of the French 1 
Friendſhip, and how little Benefit our King was to reap | 
thereby, in caſe of Succeſs ; and the Methods they had to | 
elude him. Tho their chief Deſign was to deſtroy Hol- Fi 
land, yet they intended England ſhould reap no Benefit If 
thereby, but rather decreaſe and truckle under them: 
for that they meant nothing leſs than the real Perfor- 
W mance to our King, of his Share in the projected Di- 
viſion of the Enemies Country, as if it had been their i 
Motto, Pereat Hollandus, nec non ſubſidat Anglus. And 
therefore they ſo reſolved to carry things on by Sea, as 


he that they ſeem'd to be rather unconcern'd Spectators, I! 
11 chan Actors for us in any of the Engagements; tho | 
a} Jour Lordſhip well knows, that afterward, when th 


were left alone with the ,War, they could fight well 
enough to defeat the Datch and Spaniſh Fleets in the |: 
Medi. || 


—ͤ— . — 


* 


84 ye Secret HISTORY © 
Mediterranean, and bereaye that State of their famoy 
Admiral de Ruyter, which was more than ever we, in 4 
our Comibats with him, could effect. For as if 
French Dealing had been a Graft of old Punick Faith, thy 
treated us more like perfidious Africans, than generoy 
Romans; giving not only private Orders to the Con. 
manders of their naval Forces, whom they ſhould ſen 
us at Sea, to avoid as much as was poſlible any effec 
| tua] Fighting for us, but only to obſerve and learn wha 
Improvements they could from us, both as. to our ma 
ner of Fighting, and the Situation of our Harbour: 
and in the main to approve themſelves, not only as Cy. 
phers, but as broken Reeds to us, who were in expe 
tation of great things from them. And this evidenth 
appear'd afterward by their Conduct towards .Captaniſ 
Martel, who for falling in bravely with us againſt tj 
Dutch, was firſt ſoundly checked, and then diſgrac 
fully caſnier d for his Honeſty and Bravery, And a 
their Inſtructions by Sea, to their Officers, was to ply 
the legerdemain with us in this manner; they gave thei 
like Inſtructions to their Land-Commanders on the h 
land ſide: and particularly, tho it had been concerted 
between both Courts, that whilſt we ſhould attack Ze 
land, which'was the Province allotted to our ſhare, thei 
General in the Low Countrys ſhould divert all Relid 
from it, by a great and ſudden Irruption into their other 
Provinces, which in the Conſternation they then mul 
needs be put to, he might moſt effectually do: yet not 
only their Minutes, but the Event clearly ſhewed it wa 
the leaſt of their Thoughts, we ſhould have a foot offi 
Ground for our Share on that fide, For you may ver) 
well remember, that when our Army was afterward ac: 
tually embarked for that Enterprize, in which in all pro- 
bability, had he done his part, they had ſucceeded ; yet 
in that critical Moment wherein he ſhould have acti 
according to the Leſſon given him, he did upon ſome 
S$ivolous- Pretences neglect the ſame, and ſo fruſtrated 
that Expedition; which obliged our Forces, with no faul 
Contuſion, to return back, and land without attempiisg 
any 


S 


—— — — —— —— 


ching. It's moſt certain, my Lord, and by their 
lautes it doth appear, that they had concerted before 
and, in caſe they met with any powerful Reſiſtance 
Land, that then their Auxiliary Squadron at Sea 
u ould act in earneſt with us, and vigorouſly ſecond us 
rumbling the Enemy; but if they made any conſide- 
die Conqueſt. in the Dutch Territories, which, as they 
laid their Meaſures, they ſuppoſed they could not fail 
u then they were to obſerve the Cautions ſince prac- 
ed by them: for that their Intereſt required no fur- 
er, than that we ſhould with as much damage to our 
„es, as might be without advantage to the Hollanders, 
e-Whrert and debilitate their Force ; but to ſuffer us to be 
solute Maſters of the Seas, or of but one Maritime 
anWlace on the Belgick Shore, was too great an Error in 
th olicy for them to commit. But in caſe there were an 
appearance, that our Fleet, notwithſtanding their baſe 
erarications, ſhould maſter that of the Dutch; and 
at at the ſame time their Armies by Land made pro- 
tieWſWreſs in the Conqueſt they thought themſelves ſure 
Ha, then they ſhould by their Emiſlaries, both in our 
rtedMWourt and Comet: {ow Jealouſies,; but more eſpecial 

Ze propagate a ſtrong Suſpicion of the Duke's having 


net Wnbraced the Roman Religion, which they were ſure 
eli Would work the ſame, if not a greater Effect, than the 
* blick certain Knowledg of it could do: for it would 
m 


uſe ſuch Factions and Diviſions therein, and ſuch an 
verſion to that Prince, that he ſhould be forced to yield 
þ his Command into other hands, and to alienate them 
om the Quarrel; that it would moſt effectually hin- 
r the Engliſh Succeſs from paſſing the Bounds they in- 
aded them. And hence would ariſe ſuch a Diſrepu- 
ion to the King, and ſuch a Diſſatisfaction in the 
zople in general, as ſhould conjure up ſuch. deviliſn 
actions, as with all the Art he had, he ſhould never be 
le to lay quiet enough to leave him at liberty to act 
thing conſiderable againſt the French Intereſt, in 
lie he ſhould attempt that way to regain his Subjects 
dulidence and Eſteem; and conſtquently would * 

Im 


Ain. ow 


of ſo potent a Protector, as the French King had 
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Tx States being at length rouſed up out of i tio 


but that haughty Monarch had concerted his MeafuelYf ; 
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him from the very thoughts of ee ſuch a Prien 
and quitting ſuch Alliance, of ſo near, ſo preſent, x 


himſelf paſs with our deluded Prince, againſt the ſo nu 
dreaded Practices of the Republicans; which thoſe 
miſſaries ſtill took care, tho coyertly, to repreſent j 
the frightfulleſt Colours, their moſt romantick ny 
tions could ſupply them. And ſo, with my humbleſt 
ſpects to your Lordſhip, concludes RR 


. Lord, 
Paris, March 31. Tour Lordſhip's moſt 


Humble Seri. 


LETTER XXIX. 


an 

3 8 bh dic 
of the Succeſs of the French Arms agaiiſth 
- the United Provinces, in the Year 16) i 

: the 


Their further Reſolves to elude in, a 


their Wheedles to induce the Amſterdam, 
10 yield. | by | 1 to 
ä on 


Nleepy Security, and beginning to dread, that of 


- withſtanding all the French Wheedles and Deluſion cit 


thoſe vaſt Preparations by Land, and the lazy Movemeſſ oy 


of their Armies fboded no Good to them; did by tf, 
- Ambaſſador at Paris, who was a Son of Hugo Gro a, 


offer the French King all the Satisfaction imaginab 


well, and thought himſelf now fo ſure of his Ga 


{ l 
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rie , all their Offers were laugh'd at. Your Lordſhip 

nows well enough, what a buſtle was made in England, 
yy ſummoning of the Eaſ?-India Company to give an 
ccount of the Inſults of the Dutch upon their Factories, 
ince the Peace at Breda, (who anſwer d, and gave it 
inder their hands, that they knew of none) and ſuch 
ther Stuff as that was; yet the French King did not 


Put his chief Motive to undertake this War was, that 
hat State did eclipſe his Glory, and muſt be humbled, 
bc. and accordingly gave his Armies orders to enter the 
Dutch Territories. I need not recite to your Lordſhip, 
the Succeſs he met with in his Enterprize, and how like 
a Torrent he carried all before him; how Rhinberg, 


ri 


Tureſume, Nimeguen, Swoll, Daventer, Grave, Arn- 
heim, Skinenſcon, Creveceer, fell quickly into his hands, 
and Coventer to the Biſhop of Munſter, his Confe- 
derate; and the greedy Monſieur now began with an 


the leaſt of his Intention to allow our King any Share 
or Part of the  Repartition before concerted between 
them, And tho it were privately ſuggeſted unto him, by 
a grave Miniſter that attended him, that if he proceeded 
any further, he doubted his Conduct would be contrary 
to his Intereſt, as tending, how much ſoeyer he doated 
on their Friendſhip, to alienate the King of England's 
Affections from them by degrees, and convert the Con- 
fidence he had in their Sincerity, into utmoſt Deteſta- 
ton; eſpecially the main Charms, being by the Death 
of his principal Charmereſs, his late lovely and beloved 
Siſter, in a manner diflolved, And tho he ſhould be 
ovet-awed by other Conſiderations, as to ſmother his 


Averſion of our Nation againſt them, that far from be- 


ing able to continue much longer in League with them, 
it would be impoſſible for him, during ſuch a Juncture, 


jects 


link fit to trouble his Brains with any ſuch Pretenſions. 


Doſſery, Dorecum, Rees, Weſel, Emerick, Does toe. - 


amorous Eye to look upon Amſterdam, « which he 
did not queſtion but to be ſpeedily Maſter of, and it was 


Reſentments; yet it would ſo loudly awaken the Old 


nud under ſuch Proyocations, to contain his irritated Sub. 


Ves aware, Maſters of the beſt part of che Territoneff 


* 
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jets within the Bounds of a ſtupid Neutrality, or reſty 
their Fury from recoiling upon himſelf and the Roy 
Family any other way, than by letting them looſe upy 
the French, and ſuffering of them to wreak their I 
venge and long curbed Inclination, in an open and q 
gorous War on their old Adverſaries, to oblige them y 
regorge thoſe delicate Morſels, of which they had ſo pe. 
fidiouſly and unfairly defrauded them of their ſtipulau 
Share, whilſt their Allies and Confederates. Yet, m 
Lord, Exceſs of Proſperity had ſo blinded the Fren; 
King, that like the Emperor Charles V. of Aufiri 
when he had taken Francis I. then King of Eran 
Priſoner at the Battle of Pavia, he fancy'd they had 1 
the World now in a ſtring; and had partly already pr 
vided, and partly concerted ſuch excellent Salves again 
all Inconveniences of that kind; that as ſecure againl 
all Contingences, or the jadiſh Tricks of Fortune,  whon 
they imagined to be now faſtned with too ſtrong an 
well contrived Harneſs to their triumphant Chariot, v 
kick againſt her Drivers, much leſs break their Reins; 
they thought they might uncontroulably play what Trick 
they would with the Engliſh ; tho to flatter us with the 
hopes of our Repartition would be neceſſary yet for 
time, as it would be eaſy, after the Reduction of An. 
ſterdam, and the intire Conqueſt of thoſe Count. 
both by ſpecious Arguments, to juſtify againſt our pre t. 
carious Plea, their intended Retention of the whole 
to themſelves, and to back their Uſurpations by fore, 
when once in poſſeſſion: as did the Lion in the Fable to 
the Beaſts, who on the plauſible Condition of being a. 
lowed an equitable Share, had enter'd into a Confeders"" 
| 9 of hunting with his Brutiſh Majeſty; but he, when 
all was done, making himſelf to be Judg and Share, 
had, upon alamode Pretences, the Brutiſh Conſcience u 
take, and by force to keep all from them. And accord 
ingly the French, when they found that on their ſide Vic 
tory advanced not on Tortoiſe Claws, but Eagles Wings 
ny {aw themſelves, before either Neighbours or Allies 
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that diſtreſſed State, and with their Swords in their 
nds, point almoſt to the Vitals of it; as they were 
| ſurprizingly active, in taking all they could for 
mſelves, moſt liberal in allotting our Auxiliaries in 
ir Armies, their full Share in the Fatigues of the War, 
ſt falſe to the Faith of our mutual League, by decli- 
g in their turn to ſecond thoſe Advances we were 
dy. to make towards the like Succeſs; and in fine, 
ft perfidiouſly buſy in caſting Rubs in our way, as I 


us: So by their Conduct, as well as Minutes, it did 
pear, that they intended not to ſtop there, but that af- 
thoſe ſtupendous Progreſſes that fayour'd their Be- 


ul nings, it was reſolved by them, to puſh on their 
nqueſt to the utmoſt, without demurring upon any 
jints or Scruples relating to us, even into thoſe Parts 


longing to our Repartition ; and eſpecially to. ſeize on 
pſfterdam it, ſelf, if poſſible, before we could reflect 
nz and much.leſs oppoſe ſo. ſudden an Exploit. Which 
apture alone, they not without Reaſon thought, would 
ſucceeded with a voluntary Ceſſion of all the remain- 
g Places and Provinces, and with the Acceſſion of the 
oſt part of the Fleets, Merchants, and Colonies. of 


ty for fear of loſing otherwiſe their whole Proper- 
sin the Monys and Effects left by them, in that great 
gazine of both Hemiſpheres; and partly to enjoy the 
etended Liberties and Immunities, mighty Privileges, 
d other prodigious Adyantages, with which their A- 
era nts, contrary to their League with us, had already pri- 
hen etely tempted, and had Inſtructions further to allure 
er ole induſtrious and thriving People with to come over 
e toſſÞ"etly to them, and decline us: Againſt whom their 


ople 3 that tho both Enemies, and the French much 
ore formidable than we, to what by them, and all 
ee born People, was moſt prizable, viz. Liberty, Pro- 
ity, and Religion; yet the Engliſh was at that 1 

: the 


4 
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e before hinted to your Lordſhip, to balk, and in 
nting thoſe Lights to miſguide and ſhipwrack our De- 


t potent Republict, who would not fail to conceive, 


Nriſſaries employ'd ſo many Arts to exaſperate thoſe 
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the more hated Name of the two, to their depriy 
. V 

And as for our King, they reckoned him fo encham . 
with the Opinion, both of the Neceſſity and Integrity if 
their Friendſhip to him, and ſo intent in that conſidem 
on his beloved Pleaſures, with another She-Magiciang 
theirs newly ſent him for that purpoſe, temper'd yi 
the moſt intoxicating Venom, known to Female an 
that they never thought he could have any ſenſe at | 
berty, to mind what they did: and therefore knoyiy 
on the other ſide, there could arrive no diſturbance tin 
enough from the Empire, to - ſpoil their Game, it thy 
dring from thence yet but afar off, they were moi 
with all greedineſs their Harpy- Talons, to ſeize on i 
important Prey: And had without all doubt, attain 
their purpoſe in the —_— and panick Terror, that 
that time ſeemed to diſable the Hands, and lock y 
the Senſes, of the otherwiſe courageous and politick 
habitants of that famous Emporium, had not Divine Pn 
vidence juſt in that Moment, by two moſt unlik 
Accidents, but yet moſt effectual Expedients, interpoi 
berween them and Deſtruction; of which I may gi 
your Lordſhip ſome Hints in my next 3 who am, in ” ion 


rt 


pe ys | Ay Lord, r 
„ fb. nts 
1678. N. S. wur Honour's moſt e 6 


Humble Servant 
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the maſſacring the De Witts, the Revolu- 
tion in Holland, and the Reſtitution of 


of his Anceſtors, with Offers made him 
by the French King, of the Sovereignty 
of the United Provinces, and his Rejection 
r e 1 


C 1 | . 
N my laſt to your Lordſhip, I gave you ſome ac- 
count of the Progreſs of the French Army, in their 
PWnqueſt of the Unzred Provintes; the Reſolutions they 
W taken, both to elude the Crown of England of re- 
ving any Benefit by the War, to puſh on their own 
Wnqueſts, and Wheedles to induce the City of Amſter- 
m to yield to them: And 1 have moreoyer hinted to 
ur Lordſhip, that there fell out two unexpected Acci- 
nts at that time, which put a full ſtop to their Arms 3 


br p: for while the French Armies were ready to ſeize 

at important Place, and that every individual Perſon 
ing their own Families, without otherwiſe concerning 
mſelves about the Intereſt of their Country; nay, and 
t without ſtaying for the French King's ſending a 
Immons for the Town to yield, a Council was held 
the City, whether they ſhould not go out to meet 
m, to defire he would be pleaſed to take it into hig 
otection, as well as all the Inhabitants thereof; there 
s very great Danger of their coming to this Reſolu- 


1 


he Prince of Orange to all the Authority 


firſt whereof, I ſhall briefly run over to your Lord- 


as in that Conſternation, that they only thought of 


tion, 


reſtored the Prince of Orange, now at Age, to the 
ditary Authority and Command of his Anceſtors: 
ch ſudden and violent Proceedings did more than 
the French King. But after a little Recovery, and 
ling that his Friends in Amſterdam, and other places 
unconquer'd, were diſpoſſeſt of all Authority, and 
now the Prince of Orange managed all the Affairs of 
state with Penſionary Fagel; he made an Eſſay to 
h the Prince in a Net, he with his Council had finely 
for him, by propoſing to make him Sovereign of 
United Provinces, under his and his Brother of Eng- 
s Protection. I never could learn who it was they 
loyed to the Prince upon this occaſion, and what Ar- 
ents they induced to gain his Conſent, though they 
be eaſily gueſs'd at; they being never enter d into 
r Cabinet Minutes: and perhaps it was becauſe th 
wich ſuch a Succeſs upon the Prince, as they did 
in the leaſt expect; whoſe Anſwer was, He would 


e er betray a Truſt repoſed in him, nor ever ſell the 


; RBERTIES of his Country, that his Anceſtors had 
mg defended, &c. I have not opportunity to go on 
eProſecution of this Subject at preſent, but hope in 
next, to make it up to your Lordſhip's content ; 


ſo remain, 
8 
l My Lord, 
| int | | 
bei, Nov. 3. Your Honouy's moſt 
ured 1678, N. S8. | | 


ie K Obedient Servant. 
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CECE 
„ HT TER XXI 
Of the Embaſſy ſent by King Charles Il. 


the Advice of the Earl of Shaftsbury 
expoſtulate with the French King, and 


his further Proceedingt. 


VI Tord, 3 | 
J Have in my laſt, to your Lordſhip, taken notic 
I the Surprize and Indignation the French King aul 
Council were put to, at the Revolution in Amſtel 
and elſewhere in the · United Provinces; and how n 
his Correſpondents had deceived him, in aſſuring þ 
that all was his own in that wealthy City, and thati 
ſeemed but that one Place to perfect and ſecure the 
union of all the Belgick Provinces, that renowned 
of the antient Gallia, to his new French Rowrbonian 
pire, (as he was adviſed by ſome to call it) and non 
ſee his victorious Chariot in its full ſpeed, and almol 
the end of its Career, receive a check by the Reſoli 
of one puny Burgher ; and withal that his Attempts y 
the young Prince of Orange proved abortive. I 
ever, conſidering he was Maſter of all the Places ra 
about, and no Power then on the Continent being | 
poſture to come to its Relief; and that tho the Prin 
Orange were reſtored to the Command of his Anceli 
he had as good almoſt to have been without it, in 
ſture his own and the Affairs of the State were! 
in; and confiding ſtill in the Influence of thoſe 0 
Cabal within, who were Men of greater Eſtates and i. 
nence (tho at preſent laid aſide) than that obl 
Burgher, and thoſe whom the Mob had advanced tot 
| Offices. And beſides, that the little Vigour that ſes 


pe infuſed into the drooping Spirits of the Citizens, 
the aforeſaid Revolution and Remonſtrances, would 
kly vaniſh, and be interpreted as a Flaſh of unſea- 
able and inſignificant Raſhneſs, at the ſight of his 
-midable Troops, and diſappear like Smoke before the 
In, to whom his Flatterers had taught him to compare 
aſelf, It was reſolved, the Place ſhould be reduced, 
not otherwiſe, by his Arms with all ſpeed, to prevent 
intervening Accidents, that might impede the mighty 
ceſs ; but ſeaſonably came another Adventure, that 
a new Spoke in the Wheel: For, my Lord, while 
e French Court thought themſelves ſecure of all things 
our fide, as having in their Imagination not on 
led the King aſleep, but the five Perſons that made 
the Cabal that managed him (and in effect there 
te four of them in their Intereſts) the fifth Man, who 
s that renowned Stateſman and true Patriot, the Earl 
Shaftsbury, then Lord Chancellor of England, whoſe 
acious Head could penetrate deeper than the reſt, and 
hoſe Eagle Eyes, the Splendour of thoſe Golden Pieces 
eaming in ſuch abundance from that French Phaeton, 
d which had blinded ſo many others in the like Sta- 
dn, could not dazzle, uſed all his Efforts to rouze up 
ir King from the heavy Slumber of Security, into 
hich French Sorcery had caft him; and highly to re- 
eſent to him in their true Light, the fatal Conſequences 
his Crown, Dignity, and Intereſt, attending the ta- 
ng of that City, and the total Conqueſt of the Hol- 
nders, tho now his Enemies, by any other, at leaft 
an Engliſh hands, and above all 3 the Arms of 
rance ; and conſtrained him by the Cogency of his 
aſons, and vigorous Repreſentations of a ſpeedy and 
k Interpoſition, preſt home with an Importunity 
at would admit of no Evaſion, nor allow any Repoſe, 
t immediately to diſpatch away an Embaſly to divert 
eimpending Stroke. But tho my Lord, by his preſſing 
loquence, gained his Point, in regard to the Embaſly in 
elf, yet your Lordſhip very well knows, that two of 
© three Perſons employ'd in it, viz. the Duke of Buc- 
kingham, 
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kingham, and the Lord Arlington, were deeply eng 
in the French Intereſt, and ſeemel by their Cay 
at the French Cort, then at Vrrechtg rather as if 
had been ſent to promote the French Conqueſts, | 
any way to obſtruct them: and becauſe they kney 
Lord Halifax was honeſt, they did all they could to 
poſe his appearing and acting conjunctly with th 
tho included in the fame Commiſſion, in as any 
manner as themſelves, under pretence of his comiy 
day or two after them to the Hague: And when 
could no, longer keep him from acting, went pry 
ly to the French Camp, under ſham Pretences, 
had Negotiations of their own. on foot. But tho 
Lord Halifax's Vigilancy, Conſtancy, and Reſolu 
could not balk theirs and the French King's Deſigns, 
it put them hard to it, and =, ſaw plainly that i 
the King's mind they ſhould deſiſt: however, the In 
Court never forgot that noble Lord, the Adviſer of 
Embaſſy 3 whereof 1 ſhall not forget to give your l. 
ſhip an account in due place; but do-intend in my! 
to tranſmit the Subſtance of the Conſultation hell 
the French King, upon this unexpected Embaſſy, | 
fo wiſhing your Honour all Happineſs, remain, 


Par is, June 7 AY | My Lord, : 


Your devoted Servant; 


Denne 
= 
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LETTER XXXII. 


An Account of the Council held by the French 
| King upon the Embaſſy from England, 
with the Reſolves thereupon, and Methods 
propoſed to elude it. 


My Lord, 


1 was mention d in my laſt, a Council extraordinary 
was held, wherein the major part, after a ſerious and 
arm Debate, were for their King's purſuing his firſt 
Reſolution, in ſpite of all the Conſiderations to the con- 
rary 3 and to venture even a Rupture with England, if 
t could not otherwiſe be avoided, rather than quit ſo 
lainty a Morſel, and loſe an opportunity never to be 
gain retrieved, of gaining a Poſt from whence he 
night eaſily defy all the Force of Europe. But however, 
d carry on things the more fairly for his Reputation, and 
o accompliſh his Deſign, if poſſible, without a preſent War 
with England, whoſe Friendſhip was as yet more conve- 
ent than its Hate, they adviſed him to diſpatch away 
mmediately ſome acceptable and able Miniſter to our 


nd ta return an Anſwer in the mean while to our Am- 
aſladoxs, full of ſpecious Pretences and Promiſes of 
tended Advantage to their Prince and Country by that 
ery Expedition they were ſent to diſſuade; and to tell 
hem that his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty having reduced his 

nd their Maſter's common Enemy ſo low as they now 

aw them, and ſuch a panick Terrour having ſeized the 
Feople, even of the Capital City, that if it were made 
E of in time, muſt needs make the Town an eaſy Prey 
d him if he would advance towards it; and ſo in one 
| F Action 


TJ?PON fo tickliſh and unexpected an Occaſion as 


ourt, with ſtore of Alamode Lenitives to that Sore, 
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Action put a glorious and happy end to the War, 0 
the ineſtimable Advantage of the two Kings, an 
_ the ſaving much Time, Blood and Treaſure z being un. 
| willing fo precious and irrecoverable an Opportuni 
| ſhould be loſt both for his Brother and himſelf, of ſub. 
duing that ſeyen-headed Hydra of Faction and Rebellion 
that Repwblick ſo hateful and adverſe to Kings, by one 
lopping off with an expeditious Blow, for want of com i. 
plying with ſo rare an Offer of Providence; he wa Ml 
reſolyed to follow the Call of Heaven and Victor; 
but withal did aſſure them, on the Word of a gre 
King, and the Honour he ſo much valued himſelf upon, 
that his Brother, their Maſter, had no reaſan to tak 
umbrage, nor ſhould have cauſe to conceive any regret 
at that demarch of his: For that his reaſon for attack 
ing it was, that his Arms were there ready to lay hold d 
the Opportunity, and their Maſters was not; and his lu. 
tention in taking it, was only to keep it for him till: 
convenient Gariſon might be ſent from England to take 
poſſeſſion of it, when he would with all Sincerity render 
it to him undamaged ; and without polling or peeling the 
Inhabitants, whom he ſhould always conſider as the Sub- 
jets of his Brother of England, and Ally. And i 
that Anſwer would not content them, then to reply tha 
what he 0 was too neceſſary, and of too mud 
Importance for both Kings, and particularly for thei 
Maſter ; that if he were not impoſed upon, or were bu 
_ rightly informed of his own Intereſt in that Expedition, he 
© would be ſo far from oppoling it, that he would rathe 
incourage him to it: and therefore could give no. other 
return to their Inſtances, but deſire them either to wat 
for an Anſwer to the Premiſes from their Maſter, or go 
home and report what he had remonſtrated; not doubt 
ing but his Envoy, whom he had ſent to England inc 
their coming, would by that time they returned, have 
ſo well fatisty'd his Majeſty, that he would perfectly ac 
quieſce in the Reſolutions he had taken for both thei 
Profits, return him thanks for the ſame, and fully re 
poſe in the Sincerity he had always found in him . 
| err DEL 7s | * 


— 


E ‚— e 8 cs two mn, | n= oo v> 7, a 2 — my . > — — — — | On = 


EY ü 


2 
EO — — 2 » _ — 
ah — — - . h 4 — —— » 
—— — —— — — PR — * * — b —_— 
3 — — — . „ N — p hw. - 
ates <0 — NE > ron; ee ee Saad, — EEES — Mane — wort fe — * — — I OO — 
— — — re ron ws 7 


5 — 
2 PREY De,” hs 3 27 2 
— — aan 
ith 1 S542 
— — —_ Ayn 
» 


OR 111 1 


1 * 1 oY a — * Lad on Ov 


ä ; 
Part I. of WhHiTe-Harr. 99 
herefore aſſuring himſelf, as much of his Majeſty's Ap- 
Probation of what he deſigned . his better Informa- | 
Sion of it, he ſhould, without loſing any time, puſh on 
his Advantage while he might. And as for the Envoy 
he ſent for England, they adviſed him he ſhould be dit- 
patched away immediately upon the Council's riſing, 
Frith the Inſtructions they ſhould then concert before ano- 

ther Audience were given to our Ambaſſadors, that he 
night have time to tell his Tale firſt before any Letters 
pr Advice could come from ours. Alas, ſaid they, 
this Embaſſage is none of the King of Great Britain's 


on, Doings, but a mere force put upon him by the Im- 
abe portunity of ſome popular Grandees, whom he dares 
de not diſpleaſe for fear of the People: let your Majeſty 
ck 


but ſend a Sop to them to take off their mouthing ; and 
| then ply the King with the uſual Flatteries and Proteſ- 
tations, and the forementioned Pretences of Promiſes, 
ſeaſoned with a little Salt of Peru; and you need not 
doubt but his Credulity and Indigence is great enough 
der WE to ſwallow the Bait. And as for what he may fear 
the from thoſe popular Men, it may be ſuggeſted that the 
dub. taking of that Town only will break the Neck of their 
di faction; and when it ſhould be put into his hands, 
tha which if he durſt confide in a Prince whom he had reaſon 
wa to believe by the unconteſtable Proofs he had given 
thei WWE him juſt before the War, of his inviolable Friendſhip 
bu for him, ſhould be as he promiſed, it would quiet all 
„he mutinying Spirits __ in a moment. He is credu- 
ther e lous enough, ſaid they, to believe Shams, leſs artificial 
ther and leſs alluring than theſe; and if, after all, our Flat- 
wat teries ſhould not prevail alone, our Menaces will: 
r go for tho he be a little fearful of the Reſentments of his 
pub People for cleaying to us, he is more of us; for he 
ne fears their Hate, yet durſt not truſt their Affection; 
baye whereas he durſt not provoke our Hate, but truſt our 
* Friendſhip as the only private Fence, we have taught 
* him to think he has, againſt their Diſcontents, And 
bherefore a final Threatning from your Majeſty, telling 
him if he knows not his own Intereſt, your Majeſty 
T 3 * know 
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7 knows it, will hector him out of any Stiffneſs, th, 
fear of them may put him upon, * your Deſigns 

At leaſt, Tho you cannot with his Ambaſſadors here, 
you may by yours with him, prolong the Conteſt long 
enough to gain time ſufficient to effect your Work: 
For thoſe Inhabitants ſoon growing out of hopes of 
Succour from England, as well as Germany, they vil 
relapſe into a more violent fit of Deſpair than eve, 
and yield. After whoſe Acquiſition it will be eaſy for 
Four Majeſty to banter the Engliſh out of their Pre. 
tences ; or ſhould they be ſo fool- hardy as to aſſen 
them by Arms, it will be eaſy for your Majeſty to bex 
© them off the Seas, and make their Country the next 
Stage of War, when Germany, Spain, and Italy, de. 
-* prived once of the Low-Country Paſſages, tho neyer 
© ſo concerned at the Spectacle, would not be able 10 
help them. And therefore your Majeſty, continued 
© they, need not be awed by any fear of diſobliging 
© them for taking in what places by Arms or Policy you 
can; eſpecially this, on which ſo much depends the 
* Conqueſt of the reſt, which once accompliſhed, when 


a W A & 


the Engliſh ſhall demand the Share allowed them by 


*© the Treaty, and by your Majeſty's repeated Promiſes, 
© what plauſible banter will it be to tell them, they have 
© little reaſon to expect a Share in the acquiſition of 
others, who when they might, have made none them- 
* ſelvez, but rather have been prejudicial to the common In- 
tereſt by their unſeaſonable and unreaſonable Diviſions; 
of and in which, exc. ſaid they, we have ſown ſuch 
© Seeds as cannot fail of Production, and in their great 
© Council of Parliament, exc ? That the true purport of 
the Treaty was only conditional, allotting each Party 
© ſuch and ſuch a Share in the Countries projected to be 
© conquer'd, upon ſuppoſal that they ſhould attack and 
© ſubdue each of them their reſpeAive Proportion; and 
© therefore that it was ridiculous in them to pretend a 
* Chim, who had made no Conqueſt, not fo much as of 
© any one Place, and had been fo far from landing on 
the Enemy, that they had not done their Duty at Sea. 


« And 
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And in fine, added they, to compleat the Farce, how 
ſpecious a Concluſion will it be, to aſſure them how- 
cer that your moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, to manifeſt to 
dem how religiouſly punctual you are to your Pro- 
miſes, will take no advantage of their Failures or Mil- 
bportunes; but provided they will give your Majeſty a 
If reaſonable Conſideration for the Expences of Blood 
and Treaſure you have been at in the taking and keep- 
ing of 'em for them in a tenable Condition; you 
are ready to order them Livery and Seizing of them 
according to the Letter of the Treaty, and your own re- 
F peated Promiſes ? For which pretended Expences, pur- 
E ſued they ſtill, your Majeſty may inſtruct your Miniſters 
to demand ſuch exceſſive Sums, as you know they nei- 
f ther can nor will disburſe. And as for their afferting 
their Claim by a War, after your ſeizing of Amſte,- 
adam, that great Magazine of the dead Riches of Eu- 
rope and both Indies, and of Warlike Proviſions both 
by Sea and Land; and the total Reduction not only cf 
en that potent Republick of which it was the Head, but 

likewiſe of the living Sources of Treaſure both in the 
es, WW Eaſt and Weſt, by making their great Fleet, Merchants, 
are I Colonies, and Commerce all your own, which cannot 
of but clear your way to Guinea and Peru: What Ste- 
m - mach, ſaid they, can the Engliſh after this have, by 
In- taking of their Outworks the Low-Countries, de- 
ns; barred from all Aſſiſtance from Italy, Spain, and Cer- 
uch nan), if in their right Senfes, to have recourſe to 
reat Arms? Alas! what Power to attempt any ching, but 
of what will move your Pity more than your Indignation? 
arty I Nay rather, what greater Ambition will be left them, 
> be I than to court your Majeſty by an eaſy and voluntary 
and Submiſſion to receive them as honourable Tributaries, 
and thereby to retain a ſhadow of their antient Government 
da and Liberty, without incurring the certain Deſtiny, by 

s of an impotent and fruitleſs Reſiſtance, of being forcibly 
reduced into a Province of your growing Empire ? 
Sea, to which the Ronan Eagle it ſelf, abandoning the de- 
nd fenceleſs Towers of Auſtria, ſhattered both by Eaftern 
| 8 : 1 | C aud 
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and Weſtern Hurricanes, for the better preſerving an 
* re-eſtabliſhing its antient State and Majeſty, will tha 


I Ht 


© be glad to retire, _ 
* This may be your Majeſty's Method, continued the, 
to preſerve Peace a while with England, or ſtave off x 
leaſt the War, till your preſent grand Deſign be x 
compliſhed ; and theſe your Meaſures how to deal vit 
them afterward, in caſe they ſuffer you quietly to 2 
chieve this important Conqueſt, But ſiculd we þ 
able by no Art to buoy up the King of England's Sp 
rits againſt the head-ſtrong Oppoſition of the populx 
Party about him; nor ſo much as to delay a Rupw 
nor to hinder that violent People from immediately d 
claring againſt us: yet all Conſiderations on all {ids 
duly weighed and perpended, it will be much great 
and more certain Advantage to your Majeſty, and d 
much leſs dangerous Conſequence to your Affairs i 
general, to venture a War with them. now about 
Town, which with all they can do, they cannot afl 
time enough to reſcue from you; and by whoſe 4 
quiſition againſt their Wills, you will not only be qu 
of all their Pretenſions, but gain power to cruſh then 
too at pleaſure; than after you have for fear of the 
quitted ſo great a Conqueſt, to have a War in alit 
time after, both with them and all the reft of Eur 
not only without thoſe Advantages, but with t 
greateſt Diſadvantage imaginable ; as without ſettin 
on work a hundred expenſive and troubleſom Intrigu 
you now will have no need of, your Majeſty vi 
certainly have then, notwithſtanding ail your Con 
pliance to them, if you quit your preſent Deſign. Ii 
ſaid they, ſuppoſe upon your proceeding to the E 
dition in queſtion, the Engliſh declaring a ſudden V 
againſt you, ſhould cauſe the Amſterdamers to 1 
ſume Courage enough to repulſe your Arms; how ed 
were it for your Majeſty upon advantageous Terms! 
clap up a ſudden Peace with thoſe diſtreſſed Peop! 
and by returning out of their Country to pacity 
thoſe Powers now preparing againſt you, and tit 
C yi 
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upon the Engliſh, with 
© which perhaps too the Hollanders would eaſily be per- 
© ſuaded to join theirs, as glad to fee themſelves deliver'd 
© ſo unexpectedly, their old Enemies drawn fo genteelly 
© into the Snare, and ſo fair an occaſion put into their 


hands to revenge themſelves on that Rival Nation for 
joining with us againſt them; with which it will not 
© be amiſs however by your Envoy to threaten the Eng- 
[© liſp King. Nay, and how probable it is that the po- 


© pular Party in England would on that occaſion favour 
© the Hollanders, to keep down Abſolute Power, and to 
© preſerve their Religion againſt the aſpiring Duke and 


© Popery;z all which they ſtrongly fear'd would have 
come in at once upon them after the Ruin of that 


© Proteſtant State? At leaſt, ſay they, how effectual 
© may it be to let your Majeſty's Envoy add that threat- 
© ning among the reſt to the King of England? But 
e alas! continu'd they, it is but a matter of mere Spe- 
c culation never likely to come to paſs, that any thing 


'© the Engliſh can do at prefent ſhould, as the Poſture of 


© their Affairs is now, hinder your Majeſty's taking 
© that City, whoſe richeſt and eminenteſt Citizens being 
© already gain'd to your Party, the very Terror of your 
© Majeſty's Navy, and the Appearance of your Forces, 
© will quickly open it unto you; notwithſtanding the 
weak Oppoſition of a Party form'd in a tumultuary way 
among the Mobile, by a few particular bigotted Citizens, 
* who at the Noiſe of your Cannon would immediately 


* turn to the other Extreme, and cry out as loudly for a 
* Surrender, 


And as for the Fnglih, ſay they, our Emiſſaries 


have been ſo buſy and ſo ſucceſsful at Amſterdam, 
that it can never be thought, whatever good Opinion 
© they may have of the People of England, that they 
* can be induc'd to confide ſo much in their King, whom 
they have ſo perſonally and ſo grofly affronted in all 
* that can be ſenſible to a Prince, and whom. they know 
© fo much frenchify'd, as to think he can heartily intend 
© them any good; or that they can expect any milder 


© Terms 
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| "a 

© Terms of Subjection under him, either in reſpec of of 

Religion or Property, than under your Majeſty : fins WR * 

they are daily, and by very good Tokens aſſur'd, tha i .. 

he is privately advanc'd already towards Rome as fu Wk .. 

as the other, and waits only the Subverſion of thi; Wh .. 
Republick to aſſume every whit as Deſpotical and Ty. 


rannical a Dominion over his Subjects in both reſpect; 

as the French Monarch had over his: Or in fine, tha 
they had ſo great an opinion of his Power in tha 
' Poſture of Affairs, as to think him able to reſcue then 
time enough, or remove the French from them, if he 
went really about it. And conſequently that in the 
great Conſternation they then were in, and the lit, 
Hopes they had of the flow Forces of Germany, 
and the Diſtruſt they lay under both of their om 
Strength, and of the Faith and Power of the Engliſ, 
together with the Apprehenſion they were poſles{ 
with, of loſing the great Riches they had there by a 
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© obſtinate Reſiſtance, which they might ſecure by : 

* timely Compoſition 3 they 1004 undoubtedly ſubmi yi 

© upon the firſt Summons of his Majeſty, or any fam ſen 

General of his, at the head of a conſiderable Body of MW on 

© Men, eſpecially when his Majeſty ſhould offer ha ho 

© ſuch adyantageous Conditions, as they adviſed him w ne- 

do, the more effectually to avert them from al yi 

Thoughts or Temptations to cloſe with England; aui ¶ ing 

to propoſe to them, That Matters of Religion anlWret 

© Commerce ſhould remain in the ſame ſtate ; as alſo te tak 

© Privileges of their Companies, Colonies, exc. That they I but 

* ſhould have the Privileges of Natives in all the other 

© Dominions of France; with many other Suga: 

* Plums: To the exact Performance of which, it was not 

to be queſtion'd but they would eaſily give credit, ſinee 

© to that time his Honour was entire, and had no wajs 

* been ſtain'd with any groſs Infidelities; and that the 

© Proteſtants then enjoy'd no ſmall Liberty in his Domi. 

* nions. And when you ſhall be in the poſſeſſion d 

© the Place, all theſe ſpecious Promiſes need not hinde 

© your Majeſty, ſaid they, from ſeizing howeyer as muci 
C lt 
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of their Treaſure as your Intereſt ſhall direct you to 
take, nor from putting ſuch other Reſtraints upon them 
as you pleaſe : for which they gave him ſuch Expedients, 
"WS were thought proper and neceſlary to elude the ad- 
"WS yantageous and ſpecious Conditions, by which their 
over · credulous Inhabitants were to be wheedled out of 
| their precious Liberties,” | 
In the laſt place, they laid before him the many and 
rand Inconveniencies, which by letting flip ſuch an ad- 
antageous Juncture would unayoidably * which 
hey repreſented as much more in number, and of vaſt- 
greater Conſequence, than thoſe that could poſſibly 
ive from his purſuing it: For, urged they, if your 
Majeſty let go this Opportunity, it will not only be ſaid 
of you, as of the great Hannibal, that you know how 
so get, but know not how to proſecute a Victory; 
«UW but the ſame Fate will likewiſe befal you. This deſ- 
UI piſed and almoſt oppreſſed Enemy will recover Strength 
and Courage, the Germans and the Houſe of Auſtria 
will come into its Succour ; you muſt quit your pre- 
ſent Conqueſts to oppoſe them, and your preſent Allies 
on the Continent will forſake you. If you be beaten, 
how diſadvantageous, and perhaps fatal muſt the Event 
needs be to you? and if you overcome, yet how far 
will you be from a compleat Conqueſt, or from mak- 
ing that adyanc'd and aſſur'd Progreſs towards the E- 
rection of a new Empire.; as you would do in the 
taking that one Place, whoſe Gates, tho they belong 
but to one City, would let you into the Poſſeſſion of 
the moſt valuable Parts of the Earth, and furniſh you 
with the Nerves of War, which thereby would be cut 
off from the reſt of the World?” I was not willing to 
ve your Lordſhip an account of this Conſultation by 
ere meals, and that has made me ſo tedious; who am, 


aris, July 2. My Lord, 
1678. N. S. 55 
Your Honour's to ſerve you, 


F 5 LE T- 
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LETTER XXXII. 


Of the Confederacy enter'd into for the Dl" 
_ fence of Holland; of the Prince of Orang 
Succeſs againſt France, and of the Methu 
uſed by the French to hinder the King 
England to make Peace, and join with li 
Dutch, by removing my Lord Shaftesbur 
from being Chancellor, Kc. 


My Lord, | | , 
HERE was hardly a Prince on Earth worſe ſcrelih 

than our King, and who paid more, having no 

than three Embaſſadors to make up the Embaſſy mentionl 
in my laſt ſave one to your Lordſhip 3 and yet two of it 
three concurring with the French Deſigns, to the i 
of Holland firſt, and fo conſequently their own natit 
Country next: ſo that the poor Hollanders, as your Lon 
ſhip may well remember, were forced to fave thi 
Country from the French (who, purſuant to the laſt A 
vice, were ready to deyour it) by loſing it in the $ 
in breaking down the Dikes, the laſt Extremity, and ti 
only Remedy they had left them; for this gave the 
time to think of their Affairs, and this firſt brought ug 
EleQor of Brandenburg, then the Emperor, and at li 
the King or Queen Regent of Spain, as apprehenſiyed 
the common Danger to all of them in genera], by ti 
French ſubduing the Dutch Provinces, to enter into 
mutual League for their Defence: And by their Conjund 
tion, the Prince of Orange, who had all this tim 
ſtruggled with the hardeſt Deſtiny that could be, and 
neglected by his Uncles, as if they had no ſhare ei 
in his 200d or bad Fortunes, recover'd ſeveral 3 
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baken by the French: and like another Scipio, having 
oin'd Montecuculi, the Emperor's General, in the dead 
pf Winter; and ſo carrying the War out of his own 
Country, beſieg'd and took Bon, the Reſidence of the 
lector of Cologn, and thereby did cut off the Commu- 
hication between France and Holland; whereby the 
rench were neceſſitated not only to quit their conquer'd 
Towns by heaps, but he alſo open'd a Paſſage for the 
Imperial Forces to join the Dutch and Spaniſh, But tho 
either the Senſe of his own true Intereſt, nor the Ties 
bf Conſanguinity to the Prince of Orange, could induce 
dur King to come to the Reſcue of Holland; which, not- 
withſtanding the Prince's Bravery and Succeſs, was ſtill 
but in a pitiful plight, as having but newly recover'd their 
drowned agg te yet the French nad an incurable Jea- 
Wouly of him, the, Remembrance of the foremention'd 
nterpoſition by his Embaſſy was till freſh in Me- 
mory; and as that fell out when they leaſt expected any 
ſuch thing, ſo they conſider'd a Peace might be ſtruck 
up in as ſudden and ſurprizing a manner, and therefore 
they ſet all their Engines on work to hinder it if poſſi- 
ble. And in the firſt place, knowing that great Perſon 
who had the Influence over the King to procure ſuch 
an Embaſly, and might alſo by the ſame Arguments in- 


at laſt, in ſpite of his own Inclinations, or French Me- 
Wnaces, as well as of French Charms, not only to a Peace 
with Holland, but even to a War againſt them; they 
t Utberefore left nothing uneſſay'd, no Stone unturn'd, to 
t get him to diſpoſe of the Chancellor's Place, tho it was 


ve well known the King himſelf, upon a certain Occaſion, 


Whad given his Teſtimony of his being the wiſeſt Subje& 
he had in his Dominions, and ſeem'd at that time to va- 
lue him accordingly. I cannot poſlibly inform your 

ordſhip, by which of their Inftruments it was done, 


but 1 haye heard it generally diſcours'd at the French 
Court, that they plough'd in this Affair with the Heifer 
| | | they 


ppland Towns in almoſt as little time as they had been 


duce him to make a much hardier ſtep, and force him 


for I never could find it was inſerted in the Minutes 3 


. dee 
— —— - 42"; VEE? * © 


108 Ie Seeret HIS TO RT E. 
they had formerly preſented the King withal ; and ty 
the Duke alſo, whom they had by their Emiſſaries irritay 
againſt him, (to whom they alledg'd. that he had tale 
notice of his keeping off of late from the Proteſt 
Worſhip, and talked too liberally thereof, not withoy 
ſome Expreſſions boding much Danger to his Highneß 
and even levelled at putting him by the Succeſlion it {4 
gave a 2 hand thereto. 7 

But for all they had gain'd fo conſiderable a poin 
as the Removal of the Chancellor, yet: fearing {till the 
worſt, they never left off their former Apprehenſiom; i þy 
and therefore their Miniſters ſtill continu'd with uno y 
Application to purſue their Game, both by magnificen 
Promiſes, and Offers of Mony, and ſome Menaces 21 
ſourdene ; but with Inſtructions after all their Indufty, 
if they could not ſucceed in obſtructing the Peace, ye 
not to fail to elude it; which how well they. ſucceeds 
in the firſt for a time, and when that could not be wa 
ded off any longer, how much more fortunate Succek 
they have had in the latter, I ſhall endeavour to make 
your Lordſhip acquainted with at another time, when! 
hope they may be no leſs grateful to your Honour; 

Guſto, from him who deſires to approve himſelf to be, 


Paris, Off. . My Lord, 
1678. 2 


Your Obedient Servant, 
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eee, 
ER T TER XXXIV. 


the negotiating 4 Marriage between the 
| Duke of York and the Princeſs of Inſpruck 
i i: Germany. How that Match came to be 


bote of; and how the French gain'd their 


" Point, in marrying the Princeſs of Modena 
p ': 

1, 7 

ja My Lord, 

led 


HINGS continuing in the fame poſture I men- 
tion'd in my laſt to your Lordſhip, between Eng- 
1d and France, the latter having the full Aſcendency 
er our King and Court, to keep them from the Peace 
h Holland, and to enter into a War in conjunction 


e of Tork happening to be a Widower, who was en- 
ch, as they thought, in their Intereſts at this time, 
ich was the Year 1673. there was an Intrigue ſtarted 

and carry'd on, that in all appearance was ready to 
anl. Meak the Thred of all their Contriyances, and irrecove- 
much pains about: But another as lucky a Hit inter- 
d timely in their aid, which ſalved all their drooping 
ereſt in our Court again ſounder than ever; tho like 
Beaſt in the Apocalypſe, it ſeem'd to have receiy'd 


only ſet or? foot, but in a manner concluded, for 
tching our Duke with a, Princeſs of the Auſtrian Fa- 
ly, (an Alliattee which would certainly have broke the 
7 & of all Leagues with Frante, and made England 
, juſt when a Match was concluded with a Princ 


th the reſt of the Confederates againſt them; and the 


dly to overturn all they had been ſo long, and with 


deadly Wound: for when a Negotiation was now 


more the Ballance between thoſe two mighty Powers) 


of 
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of the Houſe of Auſtria, and nothing ſeem'd remainiy 
to the accompliſhing of it, but celebrating the Ef poulth 
and bringing over the Lady into England, to remain t 
Gage of a cloſe and laſting Alliance between the Roy 
Stem of England, and that Illuftrious and Potent Hou 
and the Monſieur, at biting his Nails for ſpite to eel 
Intereſt there deſperate jos paſt retrieval z it moſt luc 
happen'd to him, that in that very Interim the Emp 
died, and the Emperor coming to want a Conſort, a 
finding no other worthy his Choice, according to tj 
uſual Practice of the Auſtrian Families, whoſe Brandy 
intermarry frequently with one another, he retain'd d 
| Lady for himſelf; and fo defeating our Prince of 
Spouſe, and putting of him in a new queſt, gave f 
French an opportunity to proffer him a Female, who th 
knew deſcended from a right intriguing Breed, and wol 
be ſure to do their Work thoroughly, and thereby n 
only renew, but make ſure againſt all Events that! 
liance, that hath ſince proved ſo pernicious to all Eun 
and ſo vexatious to the one, as well as to the other 
our Princes. This Match they knew might be of ge 
Importance to them, not only as to the promoting ti 
ambitious Ends in England, but in Italy too; and if th 
could once enſnare the Duke into it, would as fixedly 
him to their Intereſts, as it would infallibly loſe 
every where elſe, and engage not only the Proteſt 
Subjects of theſe Kingdoms, but even all the ol 
Powers of Chriftendom, as well of the Roman Comm 
nion as the Reformed, to oppoſe his future Elevati 
that ſo he might be wholly dependant upon them; 
being a Lady not only Lalian by Nation, but a Re 
tion of the Pope, (and in that. quality moſt odious 
England) and alſo of the late Cardinal Mazarine : 
in a word, of a Prince Penſionary to the French, ll 
an adopted Daughter of Francs; which laſt Quality i 
honour'd her with, to render her compleatly hatctilf 
all the World, beſides moſt liberally paying her Por 
penſioning the King, and greaſing the Miniſters to | 
the Parliament prorogued, that in the Interim the 


1 
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jeht be huddled up with all the Precipitation imagina- 
le, for fear upon the leaſt delay, by contrary Sollicita- 
jons from the Auſtrians, or any other Potentates abroad, 
r any black and grumbling Clouds at home, the unſtable 
King might be oyer-perſuaded or frighted from letting 
is Brother go on with that deſtructive Alliance. Theſe, 
y Lord, were their Contrivances and Precautions upon 
his Subject; and they ſucceeded ſo well in their-Endea- 
ours, that mauger any Reaſons the King might have to 
he contrary, or any Oppoſition made by ſome few then 
bout him, that Match was concluded, from which Ezg- 
and may in a very great meaſure date the Commence- 
nent of her enſuing Grievances ; and which, according 
o the Parliament's Prediction of it, cauſed ſuch terrible 
arthquakes in the three Nations already, and God Al- 
niohty alone knows what the dire Effects may be, and 
chere things will terminate at long run, tho it may at 
e ſame time prove better than our Fears: for after it 
as once done, they cared not what Storms it produc'd 
zongſt us. For if the Endeayours of an Alliance, ce- 
enced with ſo charming a Female, unweary'd in Entice- 
ents, could not allure, nor the ſugar'd Profeſſions of a 
Wonſtant Amity and Protection, beſides the powerful 
pells of continual Supplies of Mony, engage ſufficient- 
jet they were confident the Troubles it would cauſe, 
| 000 neceſſitate him for Self. preſervation, to keep cloſe 
d their Intereſts, and to be content perhaps for the Pre- 
ryation of the reſt, to give them part of his Eſtates, 
henever it ſhould 3 and make them Executors 
f his Will; or at leaſt, at all adventures, keep up ſuch 
\Wiviſions, as by the care they would take to ballance the 
ſpective Parties concern'd in them would both diyert 
ad difable the Nation from exerting their Reſentment 
inſt them to any great purpoſe. Theſe, my Lord, 
Nee the Improvements they propoſed to make by this 
lauch; and herewith 1 ſhall conclude, who am, | 
| 4) Lord, 
aris, Aug. 30. Your Lordſuip's | 
1678. Very Humble Servant. 
. I 
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LET TEAR XXSY. 


Of the Peace made between England a 
Holland, in February 1673. the Ae 
to it, and the French Methods to elud: 
by retaining the Iriſh ſtill in their Seri 
with our Court's Conni vance. 


My Lord, 
12 formerly taken notice to your Lordſhip of þ 

Methods and Precautions the French uſed, to keeyq 
King from making a Peace with the Dutch States; a 
how they made it their buſineſs to diſpoſſeſs all thd 
and particularly my Lord Shaftesbury, of the King's 
and Fayour, who were concern'd for his and the h. 
tion's Intereſt, by promoting ſuch a Peace. But thou! 
they preyail'd therein, as well as in that of the Du 
Marriage with a Female of their own chuſing; yet, u 
Lord, you know very well, they fail'd to ſtem the Ti 
that broke in as a Conſequent upon that Vote of f 
Commons, October 3 1. 1673. That conſidering the Ca 
dition the Nation was then in, they would not take in 
further Conſideration any Aids or Charges upon the er 
jet, except it did appear the Obſtinacy of the Du 
ſhould render it neceſſary, exc. For the French Emiſa 
had taught the King and bis Juncto their Leſſon, to f th 
to give out that the Dutch were full of Sullenneſs iſ 
Obſtinacy, and would come to no honourable 2 
therefore there was a neceſſity of further humbling of the 
But now the Court of England were as haſty to malen 
the Peace with Holland, as e' er they were to detlare Vi 
againſt them; and the ſame was concluded the gth 
February, 1673, But tho the Dutch camt hereby to ji 
Peace with us at dea, yet they found the perniclbus Effi 
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We Valour of the Engliſh Troops, which continu'd 
e French Armies, and gain'd them ſeveral Victories 
that Peace; till upon the earneſt and repeated In- 
es, both of the Foreign Powers concern'd, and of 
own Parliament, ſome Redreſs was given to that 
dvance, but never a total one; a Proclamation bein 
ind for recalling our Forces from the French Ser- 
which yet was conſtru'd not to extend to the Iriſh 
jon: 105 after that, by the Connivance of our 
not only continu'd there in Bodies as formerly, 
drew over Recruits from time to time, and were 

ſt highly cheriſh'd and careſs'd, as indeed were the 
Nation all along, with a ſenſible Difference above 
[Engliſh and Scotch, eſpecially when a War was ex- 
led with us; they having a ſecret Deſign upon that 
gdom, by one Method or other, ever ſince their firſt 
ing our King into League with them: which they 
not obſcurely intimate, when, by way of Encourage- 
It, they would now and then ſay to the Iriſh Roman 
cers among them, as likewiſe to other qualify'd Gen- 
en-Trayellers of that ſame Nation, That the King 
Maſter had an Eſteem of them above all other Na- 
for their Antiquity, Generoſity, and invincible Con- 
to their old Religion for above a 1 of 
s, after their Maſters the Engliſh had abandon'd it: 
that the Scotch and Welſh Britains, by the Contagion 
heir Example, with ſufficient Derogation from their 
ter unviolated Claims to Artiquity and unconquer'd 
Ns had done the like And would aſſure them 
n him, That the time would come when he would 
them Marks of his Eſteem, by conferring the He- 
tary Guard of his own, and his Succeſſor's Perſons 
their Nation, inſtead of the Scots, who were now 
ted from their Intereſts; and that as a Catholick 
Ice, and the Guarantee of their Treaty with King 
rles, when in Baniſhwent, for reſtoring to them their 
tes, whenever he ſhould be reſtor'd, he would ſee 
h righted, and would one day free them from the 
anny of the Ezgl;/þ Nation. 


But 
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But notwithſtanding all underhand Compliance of 
Court with that of France, as our Peace with Hol 
had already diſpleaſed them, this recalling of our Tr 
as partially executed as it was, quite put them oy 
humour: fo that though they durſt not ſhew their] 
ſentments too far, for fear of increaſing the Exil | 
fretted at; yet they did what they could Þy Alluremg 
to debauch, and by hard Uſage, and all imaginable] 
couragements, both to deter as many as they coul 
our Soldiers from paying Obedience to the aid Prod 
mation, and to diſable thoſe who were fixedly ben 
return, from being ſerviceable to their King and Ca 
try. Among the reſt, mighty Advantages were off 
to my Lord Douglas, afterwards Earl of Dumbartn, 
intice him to ſtay; and ſome time after he was on 
upon hearing he had no Preferment under his own N 
by reaſon of the Severity of our Laws againſt Me 
his Perſuaſion, there were very great Rewards proydlifi: 
to thoſe they thought had any Influence over hin, ja 
perſuade him to return, and particularly to my (elf, Mr 
caſe I could find any who could fo far prevail over 
but all in vain ; yet moſt of the Iriſh remain'd to! 
laſt, and were very ſerviceable at the brisk Action of ( 
rone, and on ſome other Occaſions 3 and after theh 
of the War with us was blown over by the Tem 
raiſed among our ſelves, whilſt we blinded our Pai 
ment and People, by ſeeming to obſerve exadtly | 
Articles of Neutrality agreed upon between our 
and them, they for a long time, and even till now, i 
refuſed to receive any Engliſh and Scotch Officers: 
Saldiers into their Service; though contrary to their! 
giance to their King and Country, ſeveral of them, 
ſome of them Romans of try'd Affection, proffer'dth 
ſelves, yet ſtill as many 1riſh as preſented theme) 
were readily entertain'd. — | 
And thus, my Lord, though theſe ſubtile Polit 
miſſed of their firſt Point in hindring our Peace 
Holland, they ſucceeded but. too well in the fee 
through our Court's Weakneſs and baſe Preyaricatt 
py 1. 


— 


. K HR 


hich was eluding it, by corrupting our Neutrality, with 
h a Partiality on their ſide, that it was a Hony-Comb 
chem, whilſt it was but a Spunge of Gall and Vinegar 
the Confederates. But foreſeeing that in time this 
poling Conduct of our King would make all Europe 
urmur, and render his Friendſhip or Mediation ſuſpi- 
us every where; that it would make him odious to 
People, and blow into a Flame thoſe old Jealouſies 
it already began to rekindle, and afford ample Matter 
r the Emiſſaries of the Confederates to work upon in 
Nation, and conſequently to actuate our People ſo 
olently to a League with the ſaid Allies againſt them, 
at it would be impoſlible for the King, with Safety, 
h reſiſt them; (for of his Good-will to them, by this 
me they were pretty wages” they therefore were 
reful to make a timely Proviſion againſt an Inconve- 
ence ſo much dreaded by them, and to endeayour to 
uke uſe of thoſe very Jealouſies, Fears, and Animoſi- 
ws, whoſe Effects they apprehended againſt their Adver- 
ries, by dextrouſly catching them up, like Fireworks 
fore they brake, and returning them back upon our 
ves. And this difficult ſort of Game they managed 
j ſeyeral Strafagems, of which I have neither room nor 


bl, 


My Lord, 


aris, July 12. FO | 
1678. N. 8. Tour ver) Humble Servant. 
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pportunity to advertiſe your Lordſhip at preſent, but 
uſt defer it to a proper Seaſon; and remain, as I truly 


n 


r Con er ntg ne” tg; ma 


116 The Secret HI STO RT 
eee ee eee e 
LETTER XXXVI. 


Of the Marquiſs de Ruvigny, a French} 
teſt ant, his being ſent Ambaſſador into Ei 
land 5 and what the Politicks of Frai 
were therein. 


Do not queſtion but your Lordſhip does remenz 
the firſt time of the Marquiſs de Ruvigny's being f 
Envoy from this Court into England, which was inf 
| Year 1669. and which, I think, I have in one off 
Letters hinted already. That he was a Perſon very cy 
ble for ſuch an wie lin none can doubt that kn 
him; but that eyer he was choſen by this Court py 
for his Capacity, is not to be admitted of, You kn 
my Lord, the Triple League ſtuck then cloſe in f 
French King's Stomach; and that the danger Reli 
was in, as well as Property, from the Progreſs oft 
French Arms before in the Netherlands, contributed v 
much to the cementing of ſuch an Alliance, which dl 
Court were labouring tooth and nail to break to piece 
and more eſpecially to get the King of England out i 
it; and to that end, Monſieur Ruvieny*s Religion,! 
being a Proteſtant, highly recommended him. Howl 
well he diſcharg'd his Commiſſion then, I need not »Mf 

count to your Lordſhip, the Event has ſufficiently di 
cover'd it to England, as well as to Holland's foro, 
and to the no ſmall regret of ſome of thoſe of | 
own Religion and Fraternity in France. It was mud 
about ſix Years after, that the ſame Marquiſs was enti 
ted with another Negotiation at the Eng! Court, to ſh 
leſs pernicious an End than the former, and I fear i 
long run with worſe Effects. They had, my Lon! 
| e 
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the Inſtruments I have formerly mention'd, for 
time before this, imployed ſeveral of their own 
wtf in England, for the carrying their Intrigues 
effectually on among our Proteſtants ; which Hu. 
; have been the more forward to pleaſe and obey 
hitruRtions of their Prince and his Miniſters, in that 
have believed them very compatible with their own 
ular Intereſts ; wherefore they have done all they 
to contribute to the Elevation of the Presbyterian 
nment in our Nation, which, becauſe the ſame with 
own, they have naturally had ſome deſire to ſee 
liſhed in a Kingdom fo able to protect them; and 
had hitherto been the great Impediment to their 
ation in France. But to return from this Digreſ- 
for which 1 beg your Lordſhip's pardon, to the 
eſs de Ruvigny ; his Inſtructions were to endeavour 
ſſeſs the Proteſtants in general in our Nation, who 
now, my Lord, full of Fears of ſome ſecret De- 
a brewing between the two Kings, in prejudice to 
teligion and Civil Rights too, that they needed not 


ph from the Thoughts of his Maſter to make their 
great, to his Subjects prejudice z and that he was not 
alous for the Roman Religion, as they might ima - 
whereof he was to urge ſeveral Inſtances, and to 
your to throw off all the Odium from him upon 
pe and Court of Rome; and thereby make them 
al! their Fears, Jealouſies, and odious Reflections 


ad the King's ear, they might fill ſecure him fur- 
n their Intereſts, and have their helping · band to 


no the Princeſs's matching with the Prince of 
e, and the Offenſive Alliance ſo much fear'd then 


of the Proteſtants z his Inſtructions alſo were to 


lined to them at the ſame time, that in caſe they 
ated in the one, and ſaw no likelihood of ſta- 


ſo much concerned at Appearances ; that it was far 


y; to the end, that by the Royal Church-Party, 
jon thoſe Points they aimed at that way, viz. the 


ow with the Confederates, &c. But this was but one 


a particular Intereſt among the Diſſenters, and ſuch 


2 — MCC hs 
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well verſed in Intrigue, named Monſieur . 
on the contrary, in caſe they ſhould have been 1 


his Couſins of England, ſhould have had that par 
their ends of the conforming Party, to make uſe of th 


them ſerviceable unto them, by working in ft 
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ving off the other, they might have them ready 
pared to enter the Liſts againſt the former. And gh 
War was ready co be declar'd againſt France, io yy 
them on, if poſſible, to raiſe a Civil Combuſtion 
home, and to inſinuate unto them, That the Kino | 
Maſter was willing privately to aſſiſt them as hishy 
deceſſor had done theirs in the late Civil Wars, uy 
occaſion, exc. In which ſort of Negotiation the 
quiſs was effectually enough ſeconded by his Coun 
men Hugonors then in England; and particularly by 
Man of ſingular Parts and Learning, and exceeding 


by the Royal Party to have been ſtrong and ſuccel 
enough to gain the two ſaid Points, and hinder þ 
the Match and the War, which was their Buſineſ, ; 
is ſtill in part to oppoſe ; they had Orders to haye1 
ſame diſſenting Party ſtill ready, when King Lew 


againſt them, if they would not humour them ſo fi 
to ſuffer themſelves to be carried quite back to Rom, 

And becauſe all our Proteſtants, however differ 
denominated, ſhould take no umbrage at any of | 


Court's Proceedings, they thought fit once more, th 
let their Sun, as they ſo often term him, to cait 8 


warm Beams on the Hugonot Party at home, and to 
tertain them awhile with ſome Courtly Smiles, wit 
by they deſigned to amuſe our People; and at 
fame time make their own Proteſtants to be ther 
ſtruments to carry on the Diviſions of thoſe, who, 
united, are their only Protectors. For hitherto, ll 
they have had War with the Confederates, and ci Buſt 
with Holland, and are in fear of one with England (inc 
being yet out of their power to deſtroy theſe Þ0 
they have thought it their Intereſt not to exaſperate i 
whereby they may be tempted to run over to the] 
my ; but rather for the preſent to court them, andn 
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en which in all human Probability are deſigned to 
them up withal. I will not intrude When 
ain E returns, I ſhould take it as a ſingu- 
Favour to receive a Line from your Lordſhip ; and 
iularly your Sentiments of our Home-affairs, by 
whom I ſhall expect with utmoſt impatience ; who 


| 


x je My Lord, 
b, July 20. \. Your Lordſhip's moſt 
678, N. S. . Humble Servant. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 
Prince Lobkowitz's being diſgraced by the 


mperor for correſponding with the French, 
wout the Tear 1674, 


| ly Lord, X | 

OUR Lordſhip cannot be ignorant, that during 
this intriguing in England, and canvaſſing of De- 
againſt our King and Kingdom, the War went on 
this ſide with various Succeſs, But I find England 
ot the only Country that has been bubbled. by the 
ch Emiſſaries, and had its Secrets betray d; I can- 
tell any one part of the Confederates that have been 
npted ; But Germany more particularly has ſuffered in 
kind yariouſly, but in nothing ſo remarkably, as in 
d aſineſs of Prince Lobhowirz's being diſgraced ſome- 
ant ſince by the Emperor; and which has made ſo much 
Polit in the World, that your Lordſhip could not but hear 
e H. That he correſponded with this Court, there is no- 
he WW more certain; tho when the Buſineſs was once ſuſ- 
ed, their Emiſſaries thought it adviſable to be the 
the Rumourers of it, but related the ſame with 1 

i | | 


) 
IT 
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lars ſo extraordinary, that were ſcarce credibl, 
thereby they might turn the whole at length into} 
dicule. But the way of their Correſpondence i 
ſaid Prince, and others in the Empire, was ſo int 
to be fathomed, that tis no wonder the Matter hau 
as it were dubious in the World to this day: for 
did the Counſellors of State, and other Princes 
Grandees at the Court of Vienna think, that tho 
Jews who ſold them Jewels, Pearls, and other ri 
veables, wers wont at the ſame time to bring and; 
Lecters to the forementioned Prince Lobkow!it:, 
other vile Traitors to the Emperor and Empire, | 
tho theſe ſort of Vermin have been baniſhed the l 
ror's Territories and Dominions, yet for filthy luce 
\ to which they are addicted above any Nation or 
under Heaven, and to ſerve the French, whom 1 
any other they value for the Reaſons I have for 
given your Lordſhip upon another occaſion; t 
make no ſcruple of aſſuming thoſe Shapes which| 
outwardly would moſt ſeem to abhor, and whoſe} 
ciples they have disbeliev'd above theſe ſixteen hun 
years, I mean Chriſtians; and to this day drive on1 
nnr RTE” 55 

But our private Minutes relating to this Country, 
which I have had the opportunity lately a little to in 
tell us poſitively, That at leaſt two of the Emyen 
own Confeſſors of the Jeſuitical Order, the much m 
dangerous Traitors than any other could be, were gu 
of the ſame Crime. The next year after the Dil 
of this Prince, happen'd that memorable. Success 


. 
| 
| 
| 


Emperor's Forces had upon the Rhine againſt the Fru 
but it is no leſs memorable, after ſuch a ſignal Via. 
againſt the: Mareſhal de Crequi, &c. that Montecil |; 
the Imperial General, ſhould, after he had beſieged WM 
bern, and was in a fair way to carry the Place, fol y 


denly riſe from before it, repaſs the Rhine with 
whole Army, and leave the French, after all, wholl 
poſſeſſion of Alſaria, where he might eaſily have 8 
ter d his whole Army, The World were then, and i! 
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e: ſince been occaſionally very buſy about the rea- 
on of this Action, which is very unaccountable to this 
ery day. It was whiſper'd then, that Montecuculi was 
> far from offering to do this of himſelf, that he had 
xpreſs orders from the Emperor, or at leaſtwiſe from 
jenna, to do itz and which he obeyed with a great 
eal of Reluctancy and Ill-will. But little have the 
Vorld thought that it was chiefly the Influence which 
ather la Chaiſe had over the Emperor's Confeſſor, that 
roduc'd thoſe poſitive, tho moſt noxious Orders: ſo 
ar the Minutes mention that Affair, and no farther, I 
ould not have troubled your Lordſhip with theſe ko- 
eign Affairs, had 1 been ſupply'd with any that was 
omeſtick; Tho 1 hope, they are not ſo unacceptable 
| "= oy will freely pardon him, who is deſirous to, 
rye and honour you to the utmoſt of his power; and 


ris, June 20. | | ; 2 
1673, N. 8s. . Your Humble Servant. 


S ²˙ A 
al LETTER XXXVIIL 
= the French Ambaſſador's, the Mareſchal 
De Eſtrades, and Monſieur Colbert's In- 
tructions to attack Sir William Temple 
and Penſioner Fagel, to engage the Prinoe 


F Orange into the French Intereſts, and” 
to promote the Peace. 


© 9 * . 


My Lord, 


M Lord, | 

al HIS Court have left no Stone unturned, either in 
1 England or Holland, in order to the winning of 

Prince of Orange over to their Intereſts 3 but they 
n e ; = 


| 
| 
| 
; 
| 
| 
| 


pected from a young Prince of his years, which hy 


all the Glory, That he might reckon very much up 
the Facility of the King their Maſter in that weighty Wi 


Peace, which their Allies muſt comply with; though 
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have met with more conſtincy in him, than could be g 


plainly manifeſted him to be an Inheritor as well of c. 
Virtues, as of the Fortune of his great Anceſtors, fl 
when they found there was nothing to be done with hin 
directly by any of their own Emiſſaries, they reſoly 
to attack him in the moſt ſenſible part, by the Miniſty 
of two Perſons whom they knew he as much valued x 
any other on this ſide; and they were the Engliſh An 
baſſador Sir William Temple, and Monſieur Fagel per 
ſionary of Holland. Their Agents, in this hopeful by 
ſineſs, were Monſieur Colbert, and the Mareſchal þ 
Eſtrades, their Plenipotentiaries for the Treaty of N 
-meguen 4 who quickly began their atttack upon Sir yi 
Gam, according to the Inſtructions I find they had gem 
ven them, „ RE dg 

I. To inſinuate lily, what a value the French Kin 
their Maſter had for his Perſon and Character; and th 
therefore during the courſe of the Negotiation they wer 
to enter upon, they had orders to make their Applic 
tion to him. That they knew how much he was in th 
confidence of the King their Maſter; and of his chief M 
niſters; and therefore how fitly qualify'd he was to pu 
the Finiſhing-ſtroke to a Treaty he had. had, the greate 
hand to ſer on foot, and of which he muſt needs rex 


fair; but yet ſo far ſtill as to have a juſt regard had t 
the great Succeſſes of his Arms during the War. 

II. They were to make a mien of their being fili 
poſſeſt of the States great Forwardneſs to ſtrike up 


might for a time retard it: That therefore the oll 
way they could ſee to give Europe Tranquillity, r 
for the Prince” of Orange to interpoſe his Author 
which was ſo great with all the Allies, that they er 
very well fatisfy'd in their Willingneſs to agree to wilt "va 
ever Terms he ſhould be reſolved on, in propoſing i 

Peace: That therefore in order to bring that * (| 
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to an happy and fudden Iſſue, it was their opinion 
here was no other or better way for it, than for his 
ighneſs firſt privately to agree with France upon the 
onditions, and what each Party's Propoſition ſhould 
:; and when that was once done, afterwards, in the 
orſe of the Treaty, which was to be ſuppoſed could 
ot ſpin out to any great length of time, to draw all 
latters by concert together to the Scope agreed upon 
tween them. — 8 5 
III. To ſeem very confident this Method would do; 
ut that if it ſhould ſo happen that the unreaſonable Pre- 
nces of the Allies ſhould obſtruct or delay a general 
eace, that then the Prince might make uſe of the uſual 
emper of the States to bring it to a ſudden Iſſue, and 
jake a ſeparate Peace: That if the Prince purſued this 
ethod, it would be in his power to do great things for 
Imſelt and his Family, for which they were to produce 
many Inſtances as they could of parallel caſes ; And 
t as for what concerned the Prince's own perſonal 
dyantages and Intereſts, the King their Maſter had gi- 
n them full power to aſſure him, That he might ſet 
wn his own Conditions, and they ſhould be accepted. 
IV. That tha they had many others, to make thefe 
ertures to his Highneſs, ſome whereof they were alſo 
kly to intimate; yet that they were to purſue their 
aſter's Orders, which was to apply themſelves to none 
tto him, if he thought fit to charge himſelf with it. 
at they were very ſenſible of the Credit and Confi« 
ice he was in with his Highneſs, and how much de- 
nce he had to his 4 in what concerned the 
lick Intereſts of the Allies at that time, as well as 
W own; and that if he would effectually „ ges that 
ir, he might reckon upon what he pleaſed himſelf, 
ihn the Generoſity of the King their Maſter 3 whoſe 
ant Character it was, never to let the leaſt Merit ga 
ewarded. 
but if it ſhould ſo fall out, that Sir William proved 
in che Matter, as it ſeems he did by the ſequel, they 
fie to turn the ſame Batteries upon Penſioner Fagel, 

ä G 2 with 


that way. And if Matters were carry d ſo far as th 
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with a Variation of Phraſe and Compliment, agreeal) 
to the Perſon and Circumſtances ; and more eſpecith 
to try what the Force of the French Piſtoles might aff 


the Prince was found to give an ear to it, then þ 
was to be rounded briskly with what mighty things tt 
French King would do for him in relation to his fun 
Greatneſs both in England and Holland, That for h 
Principality of Orange, he ſhould have it reſtored | 
him again, or ſuch a Compenſation nigher home, if 
te would reckon on himſelf; As alſo for his Land 
_ Burgundy, and any other Loſſes, Damages, c. 
they were ordered to offer him a very large annual a 
ſion, if he would have comply d. But half theſe thiy 
were never actually propoſed, becauſe the ſaid two WM 
niſters, and the Prince himſelf, more than any, were 
ſo many deaf Adders; for they would not ſo much 
thearken to the Voice of thoſe dangerous Charme 
A rare iriſtance, my Lord, to withſtand ſuch g 
Temptations, and not to be parallel'd perhaps in a 
other young Prince of our Age; as it was indeed alſo if 
the two Miniſters z many of whom England, at this tin 
is not over-fruitful of: I wiſh it were, our Affairs wo 
have been in a better poſture than I hear they are, a 
I dread much worſe to come. I pray God ayert it, 2 
preſerve your Lordſhip from all Dangers ; which h 
ever be upon the Heart of, 


My Lord, 


Paris, Oftob, 19. Your Lordſhif*s moſt Humble 
| 1678. N. 8. 5 5 


and moſt Obedient Seru 


+ ul 


| | My Lord, 
| 


ok a little back, and remark what Influence this Court 


Wince hatched under the Covert not only of this, but 


Y Patin's Letter fo far back as 1671. that it was a Mat- 


an,; which made me endeayour after a more parti- 
cular Information in that Intrigue, which at laſt I have 
tound to be inſerted in this manner, according to the 
Wiiltint Heads that follow. | 


Ind deſtroying them, if poſſible, as I have already given 
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CC 
LETTER NM. 


Summary of the French Methods to get 
the Dauphin made King of the Romans. 


Erhaps ſince all the Noiſe of the Weſtern World, at 
this time, is about the Affairs of Hungary, between 
Turks and Imperialiſts, the Particulars whereof 1 need 
ot trouble your Lordſhip with; it will not be amiſs to 


as had upon this War, and what Deſigns they have long 
he other Broils they have engaged Germany in. I find 


er then not queſtioned, but that there had been Deſigns 
oncerted to haye the Dauphin created King of the Ro- 


I. All the Deſigns which they had concerted in the 
Vars between England and Holland, for the weakning 


your Lordſhip a particular account of; firſt terminated ' 
in that ultimate end, of advancing the Dapuhin as be- 

fore -· mention'd. | Lo 
II. The former Wars againſt the Confederates was at» 
tempted for the ſame Ends in a great meaſure z. all their 
. againſt the Spaniſu Monarchy having a tendency 
tat way. | | 
III, Their unſpeakable Pretenſions in the Palatinate, 
on the behalf of Madam, the preſent Dutcheſs of Orleans. 
G 3 IV. All 


1 2 4 
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inc 


IV. All their open and ſecret Practices in Hungary, 
from Arch-Duke Foſeph's being made King there; an, 


by making Oyertures to another King underhand, Jojy 
Sobieski by name, to oppoſe the Emperor therein; pro. 


miſing their utmoſt . Intereſt to get that Crown an 
Country - conferred on him and his Poſterity ; righth 
judging that if the Arch-Duke was baulked in Hangar) 
it was not likely he ſhould prevail in Germany. 

V. They have now for the fame end, their Emiſſaiis 
in Turky, being partly Jews, and partly Jeſuits, who 
incited the Turłs to begin the War, and to puſh it on 
even to the Capital of the Empire: and did at the ſame 


time, by other Agents, both in Poland and at Venice, al 


they could, that they might hinder thoſe Countries from 


coming into the Confederacy againſt them; as thinking 
themſelves cock-ſure, that if Vienna had once been tx 


ken, the German Princes would have been in ſuch : 
Confternation, that, as the only Remedy, they would 
have called in the French Power to oppoſe againſt ſuch 
a dreadful Inundation of Infidels as would thence hare 
followed: and for which they could have done no les 
than to have declared the Dauphin King of the Roman 


and have made the French King Guardian and Protector in 


the interim, of the Emperor and Empire; eſpecially ha. 
ving the Electors of Cologn, Mentz, and Triers, either 

ined for, or over-awed by them; and it being eaſy 
in that juncture to have forced the reſt, 

This my Lord, is the Subſtance of what 1 have found 
they have projected upon this Subject from time to time, 
as the Circumſtances of Affairs gave way and occaſion; 
and nothing is more certain, than that they have had it 


all along in their view, to advance the Dauphin to that 


Dignity, which they have hitherto failed in, and I hope 
ever ſhall, I did not think to have entred upon this 
Subject, which is alſo ſomewhat remote from the Af. 
fairs of our own Country; but that the Sight of the 
fotementioned Author excited my Curioſity, and the 
Fondneſs of the Diſcovery made me alſo fondrto com- 


municate the ſame to your Lordſhip, though perhaps 
/ = no 


”- 
1 


Part I of WUHITE-HALI. 127 


no very rateful part: Which yet 1 truſt your Goodneſs 
will pardon, in him, who is, | 


.- My Lord, 
FParts, Tall The -- Your very Humble 
| 1684. N. S. and Obedient Servant. 


9 LETTER XI. 


1 Of Do „john of Auſtria's being hindred from 
ill raking upon bim the Adminiſtration of the 
1 Spaniſn Affairs, in the Tear 1676. 


My Lord, | 
IT's not Jong ſince I have given your Lordſhip an ac- 

count of the Advances made by this Court towards a 
Peace; but you know, ſince that, the War went on 
with various Succeſſes; and perhaps your Lordſhip has 
heard of the Buſineſs of Don John. in Spain; how he 
was prevented from haying the Adminiſtration of the 
Affairs of that Country, by a Letter under the King of 
Spain's hand, when he was juſt going to embark for the 
relief of Meſſiva. There was at that time an Expecta- 
tion in the Confederates of mighty things to be per- 
formed by him to their advantage, and the preyenting 
him from a ſhare in the Government, was eſteemed ge- 
nerally to be a French Trick; and ſo it was: But I be- 
lieye the Confederates were full of a grand Miſtake in 
their Expectation of him; for the French Memoirs ſay, 
Don John was perfectly their Creature, and that it was 


as a Jealouſy to have her own Power invaded, that put 
him beſide the Adminiſtration : That it was through his 
means the Matching of the King of Spain with the Em- 
peror's Daughter was put by, and that with the Duke of 
G. 4 Or- 


the violent Hatred of the Queen Mother of Spain, as wel! 


— 


— ————  —— - 


by the Inſtigation of the Duke de Medina Celi, then in 
the French Faction, with an Intent to make him miſs 
that Stroke, and ſecure him in their Intereſts, by letting 


did I judg it pertinent, or agreeable to your Lordſhip's 


| bf My Lord, 
Paris, July 2. | 
1679. N. 8. our Lordſhip's moſt Humble 
and Devoted Servant, 
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Orleans's Daughter effected; and that he was going t 
act mighty things for the French Intereſt, for which he 
had large Promiſes made him of their powerful and ef 
fectual Aſſiſtance to obtain the Crown of Spain for him. 
ſelf, after the Deceaſe of the preſent King; upon condi 
flon he ſhould quit the Spaz;ſþ Dominions in the Indies 
Low-Countries, and Italy, to the Crown of France: fo 
the performance of which they had ſufficient Aſſurance 
from him. | | 

I am further to obſerve to. your Lordſhip from the 
ſaid Minutes, That they have attributed his Death to 
Doſe of Poiſon adminiſtred by the Order and particular 
Preſcription of the Queen Mother; and that out of a 
fear ſhe had he would one day poiſon the King her Son: 
becauſe he had againſt her Will, been the Inſtrument to 
make the French Match. They further add, how true 
the one or the other, I will not take upon me to de. 
termine, That the Queen Mother's Hatred to Don John 
was inveterate; that ſhe had attempted once before to 
have ſtab'd him, and at another time to piſtol him. 4s 
for the fore-mentioned Letter from the King of Spain, 
to ſtop the Don's Paſſage for Meſſina, they ſay it was ſent 


him know, that it was by their Intrigue he was admit- 
ted to Court. I could further enlarge upon this Subject, 


humour; as I am afraid it is not: And therefore I re, 
main, 


L. E I. 


4! 


— 


ate r n 0208 
ter EA XI 


general Inſtructions given to the French 
Axents in England, to carry on the French 
| Deſigns, upon the Duke of York's ſecond. 
1 Marriage. 5 


[My Lord, | 3 

HOUGH the French Agents in England have 
had addreſs enough to get the Match with the 
e effected according to their Deſires; yet foreſeeing 
t eyen this Point could not elude the Peace between 
gland and Holland, they endeayour'd to make the beſt 
antage they could, by making a Counterpoiſe of it 
the laid Peace, and to a War we might afterward in- 


er to them than ever, and laid a ſure Foundation 


3 


iſs ſuch Diſtractions, both in Church and State, as would 
a them large opportunity, if not to compaſs all the 
it. igns they had upon us, yet at leaſt to ſecure them- 


es from any great Inconveniency from us. They 
re not 13 what good Effects ſeveral previous 
rgues of theirs had to our diſadvantage; they ſaw 
ly the ſecond Dutch War had much more impove- 
Id us than the firſt, and the ill Conduct of it much 
re ſunk the King's Reputation: beſides the Diviſions 
the Fleet, and the Jealouſies and Factions in the Par- 
nent, and among the People, about the Duke's Reli- 
n, produc'd him great Diſguſts every day; that the 
ing up of the Exchequer had ruin d his Credit; and 
Majeſty, in proclaiming Liberty of Conſcience by 
ve of his own Prerogative, and his Levity afterward 
unching from it {0 unexpectedly, had fo diſobliged 
: G 5 and 
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d againſt them; as having thereby linked the Duxe 


130 The Secret HIS TO RT 
and wounded. with Jealouſy the Church of England, a 
all Patriots in Parliament tender of their Privileges, yy 
held the Peoples Purſe-ſtrings on the one ſide, and ſo i; 
cenſed with a freſh Animoſity the baffled Diſſenterz q 
the other; that being overwhelm'd with Debts, oppoſy 
by dangerous and powerful Factions, and yet bankryy 
both of Mony and Credit too, they fairly concluded þ 
could have no other recourſe but to them: which odiqy 
Remedy, they ſuppoſed, would but more and my 
heighten the mutual Jealouſies, and widen the Breachs 
till they grew large enough for them to enter by at low, 
run upon ſome part of the Engliſh Monarchy, ſo fame 
| hitherto for checking theirs above any other in Eur 
ſince the Fall of the Weſtern Empire, from riſing 1 

the like exorbitant Greatneſs. And now this mot 
than magical Doſe, theſe Quacks in Policy had given y 
began to work every day more and more violently, at 
with Symptoms more viſible, till almoſt mortal Conyl 
fions follow'd. The ableſt Stateſman we had at tþ 
Helm, the Earl of Shaftesbury, was diſcarded for hi 
Vehemency in oppoſing the ſaid ſo pernicious Match . 
which I may give your Lordſhip an account ano 
time) and others of the ſame Sentiments diſcountenand{ 
which, by the French Agency, begat the Prorogation 
the Parliament, dangerous Factions and pernicious Fr 
tions even among the moſt zealous Aſſertors of Mona 
chy, and beſt- affected Friends to the Royal Family: 
that now imagining this Maſter-Experiment of theirs 
made way for them to execute what Projects they ple 
ſed on our Court and People for the future, to lole of 
advantage for want of Managers, they began to put thv 
Deſigns in form, which before Jay ſomewhat perpia 
and out of order. To which end they ſeat over tw 
Inſtructions to ſuch Domeſtick Agents, whom they 
choſen and placed on purpoſe about the new Dutch 
and to their other aſſiſting Miniſters and Emiſlaries, 
they thought in that Diſpoſition of both Head and Bf 
of both Princes and People in Exgland,. could not "ile 

ſucceed, and produce in due time the full kilos by . 

| 5 8 Miche 
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chief brooding and © ambitious Conſultations, And 
Peir Inſtructions in ſabftance were as follows, © 


jes they had, as T have hinted already, but as yet pre- 
ared'ro make Tools of; and to this purpoſe they were 
o influence them partly by French TTL Inſtraments, - 
artly-by French Hugonot Agents: and of our own Na- 
jon, their Inſtruments were to be, _ | 18 
I. Atheiſts and looſe· principled Men, who yet could 
& rarely well the Zealots for that Religion or Cauſe 
hich they were to eſpouſe. | | . 
II. Such Perſons as they found to be conceited of, their 
arts, and of mercenary Spirits. 333000 
II. Hotfpurs for Prerogative, and the Church of 
IV. The fierceſt Spirits of the other Factions. 
V. Some Bigots of the Roman Communion that were 
ngliſh, and particularly thoſe that had been bred up, 

r had trayelled in their Dominions, and were well je- 
ted, ; 

VI. The leading Iriſh Papiſts in particular. : 
VII. Men ambitious of Greatneſs, or Idolizers of 
ony, and that chiefly in Scotland. Fa 
VIII. Men diſguſtful or diſobliged. 


IX, Men of deſperate Fortunes, and loſt Reputations, 


They were now to make actual uſe of tl e ſeyeral Par- 


Of all theſe they were with great Confidence to im- 
ou, and highly to oblige and flatter ſome while they 
ere for their turn, and diſoblige others; and then when 
ole) had done with them, Ve verſa, to diſoblige and 
r wet off thoſe whom they had obliged and ſeemed to have 

ed; and court, oblige, and receive others who were 
ore diſobliged, knowing bow to work their Ends by 
ole they diſobliged, as well as by thoſe obliged, . But yet 
ne of theſe, except ſome of the firſt ſort, were to know 
ole of their Deſigns, nor be informed of any thing 
t looked black or villanous, or ſeemed too directly to 
u at the Detriment or Deſtruction of their Country or 
VVV 8 Religion, 
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Jet would, if diſcover'd, be conſtrued reaſonable, x 
ſo keep them under a hank to them: and then t 


ploy ſuch Inſtruments as were as bankrupt of Reli 
an 


— 


Religion, till ſuch time as they had a long Tryal of j 
Tempers, and found them fir for ſuch | + 3 or l 
they had got them firſt into ſuch a Correſpender 
which, though in the ultimate Intention was not nd 
cious, but only an Effect of Zeal to their ſeveral Pan 


were to put them on ſuch Barbarities and Villanies as 
he neceſſary for their purpoſe 3 which, if they thy 
refuſed, their buſineſs was to abandon them, and toin 


Conſcience, as of Fortune, and would be deſpem 
ly determin'd to venture at any thing for Mony. wii, 
by theſe they were to be pretended to be detectel 
Traitors, and proſecuted as guilty of the Deſigns wi 
they have been only tempted to, and ſo were to ſ 
all People whom x once got within their Toi, | 
Occaſions and their Intereſts did require. But I fe 
have already paſs'd over the juſt Bounds of a Letter, a 
ſhall therefore ſubſcribe my ſelf, 


My Lord, 
Paris, May 35. 1 
168 1. N. S. wur Lordſhip's - 
Aoſt Devoted Ser van, 


. 
* 
. 
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LETTER XIII. 

naining the Practice: of the French Agents, 
for the Amuſement of Foreign Catholicks, 


while they carry'd on their Deſigns againſt 
England. Oy 


My Lord, 


of this Court, who have had a hand almoſt in every 
g relating to our Nation, ſhould not be cancern'd in 
Air of the Popiſh Plot; but it is ſo far otherwiſe, 
they have been the chief Managers and Starters of 
ny things which have ſince come to light: nay, I am 
N to ſay, That the very Actions and Intentions of al- 
ft all the Inſtruments of the Engliſh Nation, and even 
ſome of the French themſelves, were very wide, tho 


ing which ſet them on work. My Lord, you have 
ard of Father St. Germain, and perhaps of Father Co- 
nhiere too, who ſucceeded him in England; theſe were 
Perſons, who, wn with their other aſliſting Emiſ- 
jes, diſpoſed of Things and Parties in our Nation to 
our their Deſigns in reference to the ſaid Confpiracy z 


nh 


| whoſe Inſtructions, from Father La Chaiſe, were to 


e upon them to inform and preſs upon the Creatures 
the Pope, and Miniſters and Creatures of other Princes 
the Rowan Communion, but - of -a different Intereft 
m their Maſter's the French King, That for their 
s, they were only actuated by a Zeal for the Propa- 
jon of the Catholick Religion, and the Re- union in 


ind . Ways and Means, and chiefly for the 
Merlion of our two Princes fo nearly related to their 


— — — — — — — 


King 


would be = ſtrange to think, that the Miniſters | 
W 


nous enough, from thoſe of the Machivellian Off. 


e of ſo famous; a Monarchy to the Church by gen- 


| 
; 
60 
| 
| 
| 
|! 


134 The Secret HISTORY | 1 
King in Blood, and for whom he had ſo much Ef 
and Affection; and that their Maſter being their ner 
Neighbour, and ſeated moſt conveniently to aſſiſt thy 
on occaſion, would with his Purſe promote all he cut 
the quiet Converſion of all forts; of People, that col 
be drawn in by the godly Eloquence of their Miſſionary 
or by the more powerful Language of Penſions with ſay 
and was heartily willing to ſi upply our Princes with what: 
needful, or might be fo, to maintain themſelves agi 
any Attempts that might be made againſt them, un 
the mug or Diſcovery of any ſuch Deſign, and i 
cour them by a ſufficient Military Force too, in caſeth 
were likely to be reduc'd to Extremity, by an open 
bellion of their ſtubborn and diſcontented Subjects 
that account: without once pretending to fo idle a 
impracticable a Deſign, as ſome of them whom ü 
ſpoke to were tutor d to call it, as by that means 
go about to make the Crown of England feudator 
that of France, or to ſtrengthen himſelf with the af 
tional Power of England, with intent to incroach -atiſl. 
wards upon the Rights and Prerogatives of the Holy wiif* 
or give umbrage to other temporal Enemies of: that C 
munion, or to draw any other Advantage to the F, 
from the Alliance of the Engliſh Princes, than to be a 
in the quality of moſt Chriſtian King, and firſt Son 
the Church, to promote the Growth of the Holy Cat 
lick Religion in their Realms and Dominions, and mi 
uſe of their Mediation and Friendſhip, to ballance 
ſome meaſure the preſent Force of ſo formidable a C 
federacy, as. was lately form'd againſt him. That i: i 
a thing ridiculous to think, or once as much as imagi . 
that whilſt he was in actual War with ſo many conſi 
rable Powers at that time, he could be ſo ſimple a 
attempt Exgland by Force; or if he were out of Vi | 
with. — ; that he could AS much as offer at {0 con 
deraple an Enterpriae upon any pretenee whatſoen 
without alarming them, or expe&ling to; be:oppoſel i 
ouſly hy them, as well as by the other'Proteſtant Pont 
of Europe, or.that he could: he thought t be ſo ral 
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venture on ſuch a difficult Expedition, whilſt he fore- 
«ſo powerful an Oppoſition. _ Pg | 
OL indeed upon the happy Concluſion of a ge- 
nal and laſting Peace among the Catholick Princes, he 
odd moſt willingly and readily join and concur in any 
ay League with them, and contribute his full Propor- 
u of Forces with theirs, to ſo glorious and laudable a 
ork, as would be the Reſtoration of the * of 
Aland to their priſtine Power and Majeſty, and the 
iy See to its former juſt Authority and Juriſdiction in 
ge famous Iſlands; which for ſo many former Ages 
d made ſo conſiderable and profitable a Province of 
Roman Church, And therefore they were to deſire 
4 preſs them not to let any particular Intereſts which 
ey had againſt their Maſter in worldly and ſecular Con- 
ras, prevail with them to go about to mil-interpret or 
ways obſtrudt their Converſion of Souls, which could 
' of no manner of prejudice to them in thoſe other 
ſpects; but rather readily to concur with their Endea» - 
rs in ſo pious and charitable a Work, wherein they - | 
bt wholly, to lay aſide all diſtinction of Nations or | 
Weereſts, and co-operate as Members of one Body, and 
jects of one univerſal Prince Chriſt Jeſus, and his 
Wegerent General che Pope. With which Arguments 
Wl ly Suggeſtions, they were to wheedle all Foreigners 
at leaſt a careleſs Security and Unconcernedneſs about 
Affairs of England, whilſt they play'd their pranks to 
troy both our Religion and Government, and make 
an Appennage of the Gallican Church and Crown; 
ich 1 pray God 1 may neyer live to ſee, nor my Country 
|,” and. ſhall ever do ſo whilſt J am, as 1 am. n 
= Ways to be, 7 | | 8 % 


| My Lord, | 
ts, March 11. ory F ok" 
1682, Tour Lordſhip's moſt Humble, 
TY And moſt Devoted Seruana. 


. 
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Pretences as to the other, but with ſome further Ad 


a proper time for the King to declare himſelf upon that 


ries and Republicans, and others their Adherents in the 
Kingdom, but by ſeaſonably re- uniting with the Roma 
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LETTER XL 


The Arguments of the French Emiſſaries, jp 
the Amuſement of ſome of the native . 
piſts of England, Cc. that their Deſyn 
in regard to the Popiſh Plot, might not þ 

prevented. | 


My Lord, 5 | 

O W far the Subject - matter of my laſt to you 

Lordſhip hath reliſhed your Palate, I am alto. 
ther ignorant; but adventuring for once to preſume i 
having proved grateful, I have in this, as it were, {ub 
joined thoſe Inſtructions the French Agents have receiy{ 
for the Amuſement of the native Papiſts of Egan. 
in order to the carrying on of their Deſigns under th 
Covert of the Popiſh Plot, againſt our native County, 
To them therefore they were to uſe in ſubſtance the ſame 


ditions 3 as, That the King and the Duke of York wer 
both certainly gained over to the Church of Rome vn 
that the moſt Leading-Men of the Kingdom, and the 
Men of moſt Power and Intereſt, both among the Cle. 

and Gentry of the Church of England, were popil- u 

inclined, and would without all doubt come galloping 
over tantivy to the Church of Rome, when it foul bee . 


Head: as being well convinced, that Monarchy and 
Prelacy had no other way to defend themſelves agianli 
the reſtleſs and violent Practices and Efforts of the Seth 


Catholick Party, from their unjuſtifiable Separation ant 
| | D. 


Schi 
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n; from whence innumerable, incurable and end- 
viſions, Diſtractions and Factions, had proceeded, 
for their Comfort and Support, it was now much 
wiſe than in the late Civil Wars againſt King 
1 I. That the preſent King of France being in a 
tion to give their now Sovereign King Charles II. 
t powerful and numerous Aſſiſtance ; and being a 
Generous Prince, and withal moſt cordially and 
affected to their King as well as to their Cauſe g 
was no queſtion to be made, but he would effec- 
do it, without any by-ends of his own, as ſoon as 


| be ripe in the Kingdom, to favour his good In- 
pas to go on with the Converſion of our Nation: 
he would take care to provide a ſufficient Bo- 
Troops for the abetting ſo hopeful a Work, in caſe 
be any ſuch need of Force; but that it was rea- 
jy to be ſuppoſed there would need none, For that 
he belp of ſafer Methods and of Mony, which that 
and zealous Prince would not let them want for 
od a Work, the number of the Roman Catholicks 
| needs be ſo mightily encreaſed in a few years, 
he King might venture to declare himſelf in their 
r; and then by the voluntary return of the Church 
gland to Rome, their Mother-Church, and by the 
dread of the formidable Power of Lewis the Great, 
vas known to be a ſure and faſt Friend to our two 
Brothers, the other diſſenting Factions would be 
er. powerd with the number of their Opponents, 
Effect to work them up into a Compliance, it 
lat leaſt into ſuch a Tameneſs, that they would 


what Changes and Innovations the King ſhould 
ads have a mind to make in Church or State; 
wake them triumphant in England. And thus they 


u them (till they had firſt ſounded them . 
. Ro ee, they 


137 


jeral Peace ſhould give leave: by which time things 


d terrify d at their Strength, that if it had not the 


be able to hinder, nor have the raſhneſs to op- 


to lead them on, till they had nooſed them faſt in 
eſpondence with them: but not a Word was to 
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they were fit to hear it) of any Deſign they had tg 
je& England, or enſlave the reſt of Europe to French 
ranny; or of the Murder of King or Duke; or of 
in caſe they found them not pliable enough to their] 
gations; or that their abominable Ends could be a 
pliſhed no other ways: to Which, if they would ng 
compliant, they were then by thoſe Tools to hare 
of their Correſpondents with them diſcovered, and 
them accuſed as if they had been really guilty of! 
they were only tempted to. And ſo by this mea 
the conſiderable Men of them, beſides ſome Ra; 
make Tools of, were to be drawn into a cloſe( 
reſpondence with France, and beaten quite off fron 
Application to Rome, or Correſpondence with the 
of Auſtria; lily inſinuating that France was the 
| | Power in Chriſtendom that could prove or (iy 
| them. But the full Defign they had upon the 
| (as before hinted) was a Secret imparted only t 
lf few; nay, it was not ſo much as communicated y 
li Jeſuits of the two Britiſu Nations, but kept almyl 
| the laſt, as an Arcanum among ſuch of them a 


l native French; except only two or three 1riſ Fat 
iſt and ſome very few more of that ſame Nation, whom 
| thought averſe enough to the Engliſh Name and Ni 
to be heartily true and conſtant to any foreign In 
and Power capable to ſupport and effectually to 
them in the bloodieſt and blackeſt Contrivances a 
their detefted Conquerors. For rather than fail, to 

| horrid Tragedies they were determined by ſome 
or other to proceed, if they could no otherwiſe 
their wicked Purpoſes, and could have found a v 
fix the Crime, as they have projected, on ſome 
Party and Nation, My Lord, I have been ts 
but could not avoid it: I deſign, without a Ce 
mand, to tranſmit to your Lordſhip in my next, f 
plications made to the Proteſtant Party upon th 
Head; and in the mean time remain, 
Paris, Mar. 17. My Lord, 

' 11682, N. Ss. Your — 


| 


LETTER XILIV. 


the French Artifices to amuſe the Proteſ- 
aus of. the Church of England, while they 
arried on their Deſigns. 


ly Lord, 

Urſuant to my Reſolutions in the cloſe of my laſt 
Letter, without I received a Countermand from your 
Uhip, which 1 have not; I am to acquaint you what 
Court's Maxims were, and what Methods they went 
, either to make the Proteſtants of the Church of 
and helpful to their Deſigns, or at leaſt to do them 
illervice, and be no Obſtruction to them therein. 
the Clergy therefore and Gentry of the foremen- 
Church, whom they imagined there was any 
hood to pervert, they were to alledg moſt of the 
kings as before, as Arguments to perſuade and in- 
them to return to the Boſom of their Church, and 
d argue much from the Agreement in many things 
dh Religions; and were inſtructed ſometimes not 
fiſt to inſinuate and then affirm the King was ac- 
perverted, but were moreover impudently to aſ- 


"rs, ſuch and ſuch Peers of the Realm, and ſuch 
ſuch remarkable Gentlemen, for Intereft, Eſtates, 
xquiſite Parts, c. were, to their knowledg, cer - 


That a greater part of their Church (whatever they 
t ſuzgeſt with themſelves to the contrary) than they 
Ware of, or was eaſily indeed to be imagined, 
of the ſame Sentiments; but that they were under a 


the Mobile, and of the Presbyterians, and other Sec- 
| taries 
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e eee ee, 


That ſuch and ſuch Biſhops, ſuch and ſuch eminent 


and infallibly ſo too, tho at preſent but covertly ;_ 


int, and durſt not declare themſelves to be ſuch, for 


— —— 
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taries and Republican Parties; which, like ſo many g 
Spirits, preſided over thoſe ſavage kind of Animals, 
ſtirred them as they pleaſed themſelves againſt ther 
periors. 5 | 
But to thoſe, My Lord, whom they found to be 
the more inflexible ſort, they were inſtructed to m 
uſe of great Flatteries and Compliments, and to acqu 
them, that they had a great deal of reaſon to loyet 
Roman Catholicks, as the Roman Catholicks had to do 
by them: for that they had had for a long time the ſy 
common Enemies; had ſuffer d much with them d 
jointly for the ſame Royal Cauſe in the late Rebellin 
that their Adverſaries were numerous enough to req 
their united Power and Strength againſt them; andt 
their Subtlety was no leſs to be dreaded by them, wi 
Effects could not be warded off without ſuch a dat 
Force; that there was much more Danger to the Chu 
and State of England, and to the Monarchical Goje 
ment, now from the Sectaries, than from their C 
For it was plain to any one that was but willing to 
that it was now no more the Roman Catholicks Inte 
ſince they were out of all hopes of being the pred 
nant Religion in the Kingdom, to act againſt the Ch 
or State of England, under whom they had ſuch 
Treatment; but much rather to join and fall in 
them againſt the Sectaries and Commonwealth n 
under whom they could never expect any thing but 
utmoſt Rigour and Cruelty. That it being impoſlibl 
them alone to ſupport and maintain themſelves in! 
land againſt ſo great a number of Sectaries, as were 
the greateſt Inveteracy imaginable animated againſtt 
without the Protection of the Church of England. 
the Monarchy, tho but by way of Connivance; i 
therefore ſo much their Concern and real Interel 
pray for and endeavour after the Proſperity of both 
ties, tho different in Perſuaſion ; that they had no 
to fear any thing from them, nor be alarmed a 
Converſions they had happen'd to make, which 
ſo few and inconſiderable, as never to be able 
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n hurt, had it been ſo deſigned, as it was not. That 
re was no danger neither from the French King's 
audlnip or cloſe Alliance with their King; it being 
only Foreign Security, as Matters then ſtood, that he 
{ have againſt the Intrigues and Power of the United 
yinces; who not only ruined their Commerce by Sea, 
were the only People that buoyed up and fupported 
Seftaries and Republican Party, and harboured and 
ated all Deſigns both againſt the Church and State of 
land, under the then Monarchy : it being their in- 
arable Intereſt in all things to thwart the Engliſh, al- 
t in every particular they valued themſelves upon in 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, Whereas, there was no Ex- 
(ion to be made, but that it was his Moſt Chriſtian 
jeſty's undoubted Advantage and fixed Intereſt, to cul- 
te by all good Offices the ſaid Friendſhip and Al- 
dee; and to avoid by all manner of means any Rup- 
or Miſ-intelligence with England, and to oppoſe 
ne all things the change of our Monarchy into a 
ck. . 
che laſt place, continued they, Whereas there had 
for ſome time reports ſpread, not only of the 
les, but the King himſelf's being of their Perſua- 
1; they were to give out to this ſort of Men, that that 
only a ſuſpicion; and as they really believed, ill - 
unded enough: For though they had reaſon to wiſn 
n, and all Mankind elſe, of their opinion in that 
tz yet they had no ſuch reaſon to think them fo ; 
t that the King's having ſhewed ſome favour to them, 
a pn the ſcore of their Sufferings for, and Fidelity to 
aher and himſelf, and out of reſpe& to the Moſt 
riſtian King, with whom he was ſo cloſely ally'd, for 
better Support and Eſtabliſhment againſt the Enemies 
bon onarchical Government, was the only grounds Peo- 
had had for ſuch Rumours z which were induſtriouſly 
1 , {"ented only by the Authors of the former Fears and 
kick Iouſtes againſt his Father, in order to get an Oppor- 
ble thereby once more to deſtroy the Regal Govern- 
lt, And that they made this noiſe indeed againſt Po- 


Peru, 
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pery, but levelled it only at Epiſcopal and Kinghg 
vernment; not at ſuch contemptible Adyerſaries x 
Roman Catholicks were at that time of day. Then x 
the Duke, they were to affirm, they thought, and 
reaſon to believe, he was no more a Catholick than 
King; but that being a Prince of a high and inflaj 
| Spirit, and Heir Preſumptive to the Royal Diadem, hel 
dained to be compelled. by any Subjects, either to take 
Oath, or give an account of his Religion, only tog 
| fy their Humours and Fancies ; and choſe rather tok 
bear acting in any publick Employment, But, tha 
their part, as he had not yet declared againſt the Chu 
of England, ſo he had as yet made no profeſſion 
the Roman Catholick Religion, as they knew of; 
took care to keep himſelf as much reſerved toy 
them, as towards thoſe of the Proteſtant Perſuaſion, 
By ſuch ſort of Sophiſtry and cunning Artifices, th 
French Incendiaries were inſtrumental to endeavou 
keep up the ſtiff Church-Party in a perpetual Anime 
againſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters and Dutch Party, as sg 
of an opinion; and to ſtir up the Government to i 
ſtill with the French Intereſt againſt the Power and Gro 
of the one, and provide with Severity, againſt the Mus 
tices of the other; in order to exaſperate, as mud 
poſſibly they could, the Spirits of both Parties againſt 
other, and widen the Breaches beyond all poſſibility of 
ſtoring them again. Which how well they have alte 
effected, is but too well known, and no leſs ſorely 
in the Bowels of the Kingdom, for me to take upon une 
to deſcant upon: and therefore, I ſhall forbear, and a 
ly ſubſcribe my ſelf, 411% 5 
ran My Lord, 


Paris, March " RE : : Tour TLordſpip's moſt 
. 1682. N. 8. . 1 3 | | 
77 0 Comma 


L EI 
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e en rer 
LETTER XIV. 


he French Intrigues to raiſe a good Opi- 
on in the Proteſtant Diſſenters of Eng- 
nd, of the French King's Proceedings, 
d to calumniate their own King's, 


y Lord, | CE LS 
m come to the laſt Body of Men within the King- 
om, whom this Court, by ſuch like Engines as I 
ery mentioned, has endeavoured to manage to 
their own turn, to the Kingdom's diſadvantage z 
they are the Proteſtant Diſſenters. But they were 
(ſtated, to give the leſs Umbrage, to change their 
and Form of Expreſſion to thoſe of that Party whom _ 

had the deſign upon; and to whom they cloſely and 

mly KnioORrited, That they had no occaſion to be 

Jus of the Proceedings of France, and be animated 
ercely againſt King Lewis, if they would but once 
der the great Liberty and Privileges which their 

ſtant Brethren enjoy's in the French Dominions 

former aſſiſting the oppreſſed Proteſtant Dutch, an 
t Proteſtant States, againſt the bloody Inquiſitors, 
unchriſtian Inquiſition 3 the ſevere Perſecutions of 
Houſe of Auſtria, the frequent Differences of 
bt with the Court of Rome, and the little Power the 
was allow'd in the Gallican Church, no more than 
twas titular ; and that if theſe things were but duly 
pred, it might be more than preſumed, the preſent 
h King would little concern himſelf, or any way 
eddle with religious Conteſts in England. But that 
terer opinion they might have of that Neighbouring 
$ t0 his diſadvantage, which yet did but little affect 
| or 


%. 


144 The Secret HISTORY . 
or concern him; they had on the contrary much 9 
to look about them at home. And to that end the, 
miſſaries were to promote, tooth and nail, the bel 
the King and Duke's being both Papiſts; but pariq 
ly to affirm, that the Duke was moſt certainly of 
Religion; and at the ſame time to diſcover aſlure] 
dences of it: as alſo of the Meaſures concerted to þ 
in both Popery and Arbitrary Power, and really v 
tect ſome Meaſures, which themſelves. had as je 
only projected, or at leaſt but propoſed, and tha 
but to the Duke only ; as if vey had been fully conſe 
to, and begun underhand to be put in practice. 
having once well impreſt this, they were to exagy 
the Greatneſs and Imminency of the Danger, the x 
to alarm them; and ſlily to inſinuate, that an Ac 
modation was tranſacting between the two Churches 
Rome and England; and a thouſand other Artificet 
us ' d beſides, to animate each Party againſt the d 
too tedious for your Lordſhip to read, or me tor 
Neither need I tell you how they traverſed one ano 
Deſigns; only 1 muſt note, Sir Roger L Eftrang, 
almoſt all the Writers for that ſide, under a pretenq i 
ſerving the Church of Ezgland, and the Monarchy, 
ſome alſo of the other Party, tho unknown tv th... 
ſelves, were, and are ſtill, but the unhappy Tools 
Inſtruments of French Jeſuits and Machiavellian En 
ries; who were the main Conjurors, that by undiſcoy 
Spells have raiſed up thoſe Devils of Diſcord, that u 
the Names of Whigs, Tories, and Trimmers, hate 
much diſturbed ourNative Country, and the Lord kn 
where it will terminate. ER | 

I am glad to hear your Lordſhip hath ſo well ex 
the Caution and Prudence inherent in your Family in 
times of Difficulty z and may it be ſo ſtill ; which b 

hearty deſire of, | 


Vir ci A Lords | 
Paris, Afril%. Tour Lordſhip's moſt 


1682. N. S. Humble and moſt 
355 ; Obedient 7 
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d FL EXANAETESS 
LETTER XLVI. 


the Duke of York's being drawn into a cloſe 
Correſpondence with the French Court, 
pith an Account of his Penſion from thence. 


My Lord, | | 

Cannot think your Lordſhip will ſo much admire, 
that the Duke ſhould ſuffer himſelf to engage in a 
oſe Correſpondence with the French Court; yea, and 
enter into a ſeparate Treaty with them, when other 
lings more unlikely have been made evident enough 
as not to be contradicted. I cannot tell at preſent 


, than what have come within my Cognizance; but ſo 
uch as has, as I hope it will be acceptable, I as freely 
mmunicate; and is in ſubſtance as followeth. | 


lance with France, declining all Treaties with thoſe of 
e Houſe of Auſtria, and even with the Pope himſelf, 
Ithout the French King's Privity and Approbation. 
Secondly, To oppoſe to the utmoſt of his power 
Ring his Brother, from engaging in any War for the 
dnfederates. 3 | 

Thirdly, To join with him, the French King, in ma- 
ga ſtrong Effort to draw in, if poſſible, the Prince 
Orange to embrace a ſeparate Intereſt from that of 
States of Holland; and if not to come over to the 
man Religion, at leaſt to enter into a ſeparate Treaty 
b the Kingdoms of France and England, under a 
tence of laying a ſure Foundation for his own future 


preſſion of all Factions which now diſturbed his Uncle, 
s H | and 


hether there be any other Particulars of this ſame Trea- 


Firſt, The Duke was engaged to ſtick cloſe to his 


atneſs, and eſtabliſh it on both ſides the Sea by the 
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and might afterward diſturb him; and in caſe he prow 
Kill obſtinate, to ſecond him in all Methods that migh 
be uſed to hinder his Succeſſion to the Crown of yy 
land, by hindring any Match that might be propoſt 
between that Prince hog the Princeſs Mary: And that 

- ſhould for that purpoſe keep off matching either of f 

two Daughters upon ſeveral Pretences, to gain time i 
a fit juncture might come, when Matches might be 
compliſhed for them both with French Princes, or fon 
other Princes in that Intereſt z viz, the Eldeſt to f 
Dauphin, and the Younger to the Duke of Savoy, o 
Prince of the Houſes of Conde or Conti, or to the 
of Modena. 6g 

Fourthly, That the Duke ſhould do his utmoſt to hu 

the Government of his Children himſelf, and to hy 
them tutor d, if poſſible, in his own Religion; and 
they were obſtinate, in caſe he ſhould fail of other lſly 
then they would have him to exclude them, and adopt, 
Duke of Chartres for his Heir (but this was only prliff; 
pos d) and intail the Crown thenceforward to Ha 

Male only, and to have the Salique Law eſtabliſhed 1 

England, as well as in France. And if he ſhould uh 
be powerful enough to hinder a Match with the Prince 
| Orange, or ſome other Proteſtant Prince (but of f 
1! former they were moſt jealous) then to concur ni 
them to cut him off: but this Point would not be k 
mally aſſented to neither. | 
But all Points propoſed were on his part eaſily aſſent 
| to; as doing his utmoſt for che Propagation of the 
il tholick Religion, purſuing Meaſures concerted for di 
11 ding of Proteſtants, undermining of Parliaments, 4 
il putting forward Arbitrary Counſels without reſerve : 
particularly to raiſe Arms in Scetland and Ireland, u 
call in French Forces, in caſe the King ſhould at 
time, by any Motives whatſoever, be influenced to all 
the French King's prejudice. 
' Laſtly, The Duke was to take care, that no Po h 
| Clergy or Laity ſhould be employ'd by him, but ſuc 
were in the French Intereſt, and truſt his main Sec 
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wh none but ſuch as were French- born Jeſuits; on 
rhich Conditions he was to have a conſiderable Annuity 
f fix hundred thouſand Crowns, and extraordinary Sums 
then neceſſary, and the Circumſtances of things did re- 
ire to carry on any of the foremention'd Points, even 
o what he pleaſed himſelf to demand. | 
$ all things being thus concluded, he receiv'd in hand 1 
bree hundre thouſand Crowns of his Annuity, and fix 1 
undred thouſand Crowns extraordinary; and Jewiſh 1 
ankers were accordingly imploy'd to tranſmit the Mony 
o him from time to time: be ides all which, the French | 
ing's Confeſſor promiſed him a private Contribution ? 
om the Clergy, and others under his Influence, of ſix W | 
undred thouſand Crowns more. But notwithſtanding all 1 
heſe mighty Promiſes, and other more magnificent ones, 0 
it he ſhould not want five or ſix Millions of Livres at 
ny time, to bring a Deſign to perfection when once he 
ad made a progreſs 3 their Notes ſay, That private Direc- 
Mons were given to feed him only with ſuch mean Pit- 
ces as would but juſt enable him to keep himſelf up, 
nd perſuade him Rill to go on, to perplex matters, or 
roviller les Cartes, as they term it, raiſe and exaſpe- 
ate Factions and Parties, but never to proceed ſo far as 
tally to ſuppreſs any, leſt he ſhould make himſelf too 
Much Maſter, and by that means be able to ſet up for 
imſelf, without their further Aid and Concurrence, or 
we any Mony to ſpare and lay up for his own uſe, or 
d imploy in private Cabals againſt them. | 
The ſame Method they uſed, my Lord, with moſt of 
Wir other Penſioners among the Frgliſh Popiſh Party; 
to all their other Inſtruments, they were moſt liber 
ad punctual, till ſuch time as they had no further uſe 
blem, and had a mind to turn them off, and provoke : 
em, as we have ſaid, to uſe their Talents on a contrary J 
le. Pardon, I beſeech your Lordſhip, my Prolixity, and 4 
Weerpret it for a Willingneſs to ſerve you, as it really is, 1 
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bim who is, 


My Lord, | | 
"Wis, Jan. 28, Tour moſt Humble, Fi 
1680. N. S. and moſt Devoted Servant. 1 
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Of the Dutcheſs of York's being gain'd: en. e 
tirely to the French Intereſts , with an A. WW" 
count of the Propoſals ſhe aſſented to. | 


MY Lord, + E811 | 
| Aving gain'd the Duke over into their Intereſts, ſo 
far as to aſſent to the Performance almoſt of exe. 

7 Propoſal to him on their part, as 1 have in my laſ 
et forth at large to your Lordſhip; the next ſtep was to 
bring in the Dutcheſs, his now Conſort, into the ſame 
or worſe Nooſe: who being an adopted Daughter of 
France, and of the Feminine Gender, they found no 
hard Task to effect. And after ſome tampering, they a 
laſt prevail'd ſo far, as to perſuade her to diſcover of 1 
them from time to time her Husband's greateſt Secrets, 
and never to let him reſt, but be inceſſantly teazing 
him till ſhe had extorted all that was worth knowing or 
communication from him; not to fail to tranſmit unto 
them an account from time to time of the Mony the 
Duke receiv'd from them, how he ſpent it; to uſe al 
the Influence ſhe had over him, to perform with utmoſ 
exactneſs all the Points of his Agreement with them, 
but more particularly that part which related to the Duke's 
Daughters; and finally, to ſecond effectually the Means 
which they ſhould preſcribe her at any time about giving 
an Italian Fig to the King, either of the two Princeſles [ 
« 


or all of them, if it were thought requiſite, as the Cauſe 

of Religion, her own main Intereſt of ſecuring the Ex. J 

liſh Throne in the Succefſion of it to her Husband and 

her own Iflue, ſhould neceſſarily require, without con. 

cerning the Duke her Husband at all in the ſaid Intrigue: 

in conſideration of her compliance wherein, ſhe was _ 
* | Wd TE 


bo 


wiſe to have an Annuity aſſign'd her, but the definite Sum 
Wis not mention'd; and whether ſhe had Sons or Daugh- 
ters to live, ſhe, as far as lay in her power to promote 
i, was to aſſent to have them match'd to the moſt ap- 
parent of the Royal Family of France, if there were 
any ſuch for them ; or into ſuch other Princely Families 
2s were moft ſuitable - for them in the Judgment of his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, who did oblige himſelf to take 
z Paternal Care of them, and would ever keep his Royal 
ord by the exacteſt Performance. I do not queſtion 
ut theſe things are a Trouble to your Lordſhip; tho I 
m apt to perſuade my ſelf, you would not willingly 
xe without the perfecteſt Intelligence of them that you 
In get, wherein I have had the Honour, and ſhall al- 
days think my ſelf happy to ſerve you in any the leaſt 
leoree, and am proud of the Opportunity to ſubſcribe my 
once more, | 
; My Lord, 
paris, Jan. 12. | 
1680. Your Lordſhig'; moſt Humble, 


and moſt Obedient Servant, 

ER HRS. ERR RIS Todo 
LETTER XLVII. 

ntaining a general Account of Parties en- 


Aus; but more particularly of one Kelly 4 


Prieſt, &c. 


My Lord, | | 

OUR Lordſhip will not now wonder, when ſuch 
as I have mention'd in ſome. of my late Letters 
ave plung'd themſelves ſo deeply in French Suds, that 
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gaged in French Intereſts, and of their De- 


H 3 __ others 
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ſpecious Pretences, to comply even to every thing th 
deſired of them, as thinking King Lewis to be a nd 
.generous Prince, that had no By-ends in it, but as 


wont to word it: who therefore moſt willingly enter 


your Lordſhip a Lift of their Names at this jundm 
But moſt of that Kidney ated freely, in uſing all 
Endeavours they poſſibly could to induce both N 


— 


others ſhould be fo eafily drawn into their Intereſts; | 
am to acquaint you therefore, That this Court had, u 
cording to their Projection, gain'd the moſt conſider 
Roman Catholicks in the Three Kingdoms, by fair 


was moſt able, was moft willing to promote the Prop 
gation of that Religion, and the reinſtating their Kin 
in a Condition to protect them, out of a pure piece“ 
Honour and Zeal for the Catholick Faith, as they ye 


into a Correſpondence with his Agents and Emiſlarg 
and ſome of them took Penfions, but I cannot gy 


Duke, c. to a compliance with them in all things the 
had Inſtructions to move to them and ſollicite for; 
they had long done themſelves in the Points I have 
ready mention'd to your Lordſhip, and which J need u 
repeat, But though they deſign'd, if either one or bi 
of the Royal Brothers ſhould diſoblige them too mud 
eſpecially the King, or that any JunRure of things 
grand Conveniency of theirs, ſhould perſuade to proc 
to ſome barbarous Extremity againſt the Perſons of 0 
or both of them; yet they thought not good to l. 
any Britiſh Papiſts with any thing ſo black, no not 
much as their Jeſuits, but took particular heed to rele 
theſe Myſteries to another Cabal, having provided | 
that a Juno of Foreigners and Jriſh, for the taking ot: 
the King, if things came to that Extremity. And as 
the Duke, they ſeem'd not much afraid of him, i 
therefore made no ſuch exact Proviſion ; but they ky 
of ſome two or three deſperate Fanaticks, whom t 
had in reſerve for that purpoſe, and they were of! 
Scotch Nation: and if the King alone was to bet: 
off, then the Dutcheſs's Cabal, in conjunction with l 
of Portſmouth, were to engage in it; but if things ci 
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p that extremity, as that both Brothers were to be re- 
boy d, then Port ſmouth's Gang was only to be employ'ds 
thout the Concern or Privity of the other. And this 
aft Cabal of Portſimouti's was compos'd of French and 
i Jeſuits, and jeſuited Popiſh Bigots. 

But among them there was a certain Prieſt named 
ly, who was a * time Banker to the Cabal, and 
till, I believe, on this ſide the Water; and coming to 
ear, by the Correſpondence he held with his Com- 
otters in England, there were ſome who ſcrupled ſuch 
ndertakings, he went over, ſaying, He would procure 
zough to do either of the Works, if occaſion were. I 
d once a Bill upon him for a Friend of mine, and 
hen I remember he rail'd mightily againſt both King 
id Duke, and ſaid they were both Knaves, Fools and 
wards 3 for that having forſaken the French Intereſt, 
hey would be ruin'd, and ſee all their Kingdoms quickly 
. that it was an eaſy matter for the King of 
rance to do it; that it would very quickly be effected, 
id be a moſt laudable Action; and would, he hoped, 
nd in the total Subjection of the Three Kingdoms to the 
rench King's Power, which he heartily wiſhed for his 
door Country's fake, ſo tyrannized over by Hereticks; 
th abundance more of ſuch Stuff: but .1 knew not 
en he was ſo deeply concern'd as afterward, when I 
und his Name for an Undertaker in Poriſmouth's Ca- 
al. One Father Patrick alſo, who uſed often to go and 
ome, and was wont to conceal his Intrizuing under a 
eculiar Appearance, was another of the ſame Cabal, 


ing ot at preſent, Your Lordſhip will pardon this imper— 
age Account, and judge favourably of his Endeavours, 
n, Who deſires nothing more than to gratify your Expecta- 
uon; who am, 

m | 55 My Lord, 

of Waris, Jan. 19. 

e ug 1680. N. S. | Your Honour's moſt Humble 
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g and Devoted Servant, 
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ith two or three French Men, whoſe Names 1 have 
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eee eee 
LETTER XILIX. 

Of the Private Treaty between King Chatle 


the Second and the French King, Ann 


My Lord, | | 5 
iſ | I Have already, upon two ſeveral Occaſions, obſen! 
| | to your Lordſhip, how the Duke and Dutcheſs ye 
drawn into private Correſpondences with the Fre 
[ | Court; which when they had once happily effected, 2 
— by them and ſome others, already in their Intere 
= * (whereof I have mention'd ſome) drawn in many mc 
| both Courtiers and others; they proceeded, being thus 
conſiderably reinforc'd, to hedge in the King him 
And it was high time, for they had now a greater I e 
louly than ever of the Match with the Prince of Orang. 
though he were not yet come over into England to 
8 and ſo far they did prevail, that he obig 
imſelf to do all he could to obſerve ſtill a partial Ne 
trality with them. Then they propoſed his hindring i 
Match with the Prince of. Orange, unleſs he could ih 
drawn into a ſeparate Treaty with the two Kings, 2 
delay at all matching of the Princeſles till a general Pea 
and to reſerve the eldeſt for the Dauphin; though 
the mean while they promiſed the Duke of Bavaria ti 
ſame Advantage for his Daughter, the better to keep ii 
in a Neutrality with them during the then War wich ü 
Confederates, but never intended it with the latter, 
they could have effected it with our Princeſs, But 
that the King told them, there might be Difficulties | 
| ſuperable, and ſo could promiſe them nothing but | 
I! | Endeayours, which by reaſon the Parliament and Pop 
| were much out of humour, upon the Duke's late Mage 
: voi, 
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jould require nuch Mony; becauſe now for him to go 
bout to croſs them afreſn, in obſtructing, or ſo much 
5 delaying ſuch a Match, the Propoſal whereof was al- 

ſo much known to his People, and found to be 
o much defired by them, as the only Remedy they ima- 
ind they had left them _ the feared Miſchief of 
he other, would hinder them perhaps from granting 
im ſuch Supplies as he might otherwiſe expect of them ; 
nleſs his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty obliged himſelf to ſup- 
y him with Mony enough to need them not, or at 
aſt to buy Votes, and to ſtop clamorous Mouths. 
ut as a 0 of theirs about committing the 
hüdren to the Duke's Care and Tutorage, though they 
ere {ſeconded in it by the Duke himſelf with all the 
mportunity imaginable, yet he abſolutely deny'd them, 
ring, They were his Children, or rather the Nation's, 
«nd not the Duke's, eſpecially now he had matched fo 
uch againſt the Nation's liking; and that could he have 
ev d the People of England would have taken ſo much 
um at that Marriage, he ſhould have taken care to 
we ſtopped it. in time: but that having let one Fault 
i to admit another much worſe, was a thing he 
u abted not but would cauſe ſuch Earthquakes, as he was 
Wolv'd not to run the riſque of, therefore ſhould not 
it. So that Article was wholly laid aſide, and the 
ety concluded without it; by which the French King 
u to pay ours an Annuity of twelve hundred thouſand 
dwns, whereof ſix hundred thouſand in hand, beſides 
Donative of a like Sum at the ſame time for Extraor- 


Paciaments, Rebellion, or otherwiſe, that ſhould rea- 
ably require fo much, then he was promiſed to have 
aomented: to twelve Millions of Livres, whilſt ſuch 
ubles ſhould laſt; though this latter part they never 


bit now and then, as was the Duke his Brother; only 
Civil War ſhould happen, they were to feed it on 
h ſides, till it were fit to pour in French Forces a- 
"WP"; them, Oc. Yet I have obſery'd, during my A- 

BY row Ig $ bode 


naries ;' and if any occaſion ſhould happen by Croſſneſs 


ended, but gave orders he ſhould be treated only wich 
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dode in this Station, that there was 2 Fund of twe 
Millions of Livres deſign'd for our three Kingdon 
hereof ſometimes they gave largely to the King u 
Duke his Brother, and ſlenderly to 4 ſeveral Faction 
only to keep them in heart; and ſometimes again layt 
to them, and little or none to the King and Duke, 
make the former luſty and mettleſome, to kick and la 
the others low, that being in a crowing condition, dt 
might comply with them. Of thoſe Sums, there 
gone ſome Years four, ſometimes ſix, and ſometin 
eight Millions to Scotland and Ireland; but to the Ki 
and Duke, there: never went more than I have me 
tion'd, and that but the firſt Year neither: all the 1 
went to Courtiers, and to the ſeveral Factions, who [ 

Cc 


late have had moſt of it. Mn Seri fn 
In this Treaty, which was concluded by a private 
gent, as were the others, there was a Clauſe inſen 
which gave the King leave, if too much preſs d up 
to pretend as if he would fide with the Confederate 
pom France, and to get Mony of them, as alſo of 


arliament on that account; yet he was by ne me the 
to declare, but to get an Army and Revenue ſettled WM po 
ſome time, ſuch as was ſuppos d to be the Duration Won 
the War, and then to uſe both the one and the oi yi 
to ſettle his Prerogative Royal, and make himſelf a wa 
Jute, exc. I cannot, my Lord, without ſome Reludtanf du 
think of ſeveral Paſſages in this Epiſtle, and particula ſti 
that a King who aboye twenty Years had wF gr for 
eſt Opportunity of any of his Predeceſſors, to nf ein 
himſelf great both at home and abroad, ſhould fil I wh 

ſo abject a State, as to become a French Penſioner; will fall 
without the Addition of any other Crime, is more i Ki 
enough eternally to blaſt the Memory of an En tha 
Monarch: but I know this Subject can be ungratelu the 
no one alive more than to your Lordſhip z and there nar 
I ſhall forbear further inſiſting upon it, and remain, I 10 

— os 3 13 My Lord. tha 
Paris, Jan. 27. Nour Honowr's to Serve and ma 
106. MoS 7 av TT HY GS. im 
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LETTHEK L 
of King Charles the Second's Politicks upon 


his entring into the foremention d private 
League. with France, 4 repreſented by the 
Freach Court. | | 


oF TN my laſt, your Lordſhip had the Subſtance of the 

* League enter'd into by our King and this 
Court ; it may not be now unworthy your Curioſity to 
know the Cenſure they have paſs'd upon him in relation 


nough, that whatever their Deſign might be in obtaining 
ſuch a point, the King's, and his Brother's too upon 
them, was to draw as much Mony out of them as they 
poſſibly could thereby, and yet not to venture too far 
on any of thoſe important and tickliſh Points propoſed, 
without very large Sums to ſecure every ſtep made for- 
ward, and that by Advance too; for they both con- 
cluded, that the beſt and only way to make the French 
ſtick cloſe to them, was, to be always conſiderably be- 
fore-hand with them; not without reaſon, as they ima- 


faſt, they would leave them in the lurch. As for the 
King, though they knew him to be no more a Papiſt 
than he was a Politician, yet he was of the Opinion, if 
the Popiſh 1 A could be handſomly made predomi- 


no Children to ſucceed him, that he was but careleſs in 
that point, and his Brother only being concetn'd in that 


importunity, the Temptation of Mony, the Diffidence 
„ | he 


to that Head ; they have ſaid, they underſtood well e- | 


zin d, fearing, that if they were not ſtill before-hand, 
when they had engag'd them in Difficulties, and ſaw them 


nant, it might ſuit better with the Monarchy ; yet having 


matter, he moved only as he was ſpurred on by his 
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very much endanger'd by the Intrigues of his Broty 


* Nephew the Prince of Orange, that he had no Averſig 


Policy, and therefore was of himſelf willing enough in 


Intereſt, for that then he thought he would have con 


in bringing over a Prince to his Intereſt, ſo very capabl 


thereby he ſhould have laid Grounds to hope, that 


Magazine of the Riches of the World from the Nether 


he had of his People, and among others, the Fears h 
had either of having his Days ſhortaed,. or his Crow 


or the French King, ſhould he not keep fair, and humor 
them both in ſame tolerable meaſure, ſince he fou 
himſelf ſo far intangled in their Snares. For as to lj 


for him, but rather an Inclination through Nature -a 


Match ſhould go on; yet that he would have been gl 
if the Prince could have been drawn over to the Freud 


paſſed many deſirable Ends in one Buſineſs, and made 
very great Advance to have fatisfy'd all Parties in th 
createſt part of their ſeveral Pretenſions; becauſe tha 
then he ſuppoſed he could have ſatisfy'd the French Kine 


to ſerve him in that juncture of time; that he-woull 
have ſatisfy'd alſo thoſe of his own Subjects, who wer 
well affected to the Engliſh Monarchy, as he woll 
have likewiſe our trading Companies, by marrying ou 
Princeſs to a Prince of the Proteſtant Religion, whon 
he, by ſeparating from ' the Intereſts. of the States. 
Holland, and drawing into a League with two gra 
Kings, ſhould have put into a condition to depreſs t 
Republigk, which was ſo ill a Neighbour to the Mona 
chy, ſo*much our Rival in Trade, and ſo great a k 
menter of the Schiſms and Factions in England: 


ever he ſucceeded to thoſe Crown, he might be able t 
ſubje& the Belgick to the Britiſh Lions, and transfer the 


lands into England; and that he thought to have fai 
fy'd the Duke, his Brother, in a great meaſure, by { 
Giigying his Friend the French King, and likewiſe b 
depreſſing a Republick ſo well ſituated and inclin'd yy; 
abet his deadly Enemies, that in all appearance would 
way-lay his Succeſſion to the Throne; and thereby a 
ing off all occaſion from that Malecontent Party, th 

1 r — cont 
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| mtinually ſought occaſion to ſtir up againſt him the 
U Devils of Fears and Jealouſies of Popery and Arbi- 
wy Peer.” And that he ht to oblige the Prince 
o, by putting him into a Met od to become a Sove- 
jon in time. And laſtly, that he was perſuaded, if the 
ce comply d with thoſe Methods, the Match could 
oblige no body but the States of Holland, and the 
mp thizing Factions of the Sectaries in England, and 
Kbblicans, whom he thought inconſiderable: but 
at how deſirous ſoever he was of ſuch a Compliance 
th France, as they wiſn'd; yet it was not in his In- 
nation to break the Match, for that he having in rea- 
a much greater mind to the Alliance with the Prince 
Orange, than to that with the Dauphine, in which he 
| imagine he foreſaw unſurmountable Difficulties, and 
has might endanger, if not overturn his Throne, ruin 
bother, and the whole Royal Family, and at laſt 
ie Great Britain but a French Province; however, 
eh knowing the Temper of the Duke, his Brother, and 
WW vindicative Humour of the French King, he was wil- 
to ſeem almoſt all complaiſant, and temporize for 
ile, whereby he might appeaſe them, and at the 
ne time get what Mony could be drawn from France, 
h for his own Security and Pleaſure: and when he 
done that, that he knew wheeling about and con- 
ing the Match, when they leaſt thought of it, or ex- 
ted it, would pleaſe his People again, though never 
unſatisfy'd by the Delay. Theſe, my Lord, are the 
iments of this Court concerning him; which, if true 
ul points, I conceive they are more beholden to him, 
many Perſons in England are willing to believe of 


| 


(ali nent, to reyolye upon the Particulars 3 and remain, 


ſe by | | My Lord, 
7, Feb. 1. 
0 bbo, N. 8. 


* — " ho . 


L E T: 


1; but I ſhall leave it to your Lordſhip's profound 
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lle SARAH 64 


Of the Duke of York's Politicks, upon his | 
105 2 into a cloſe Correſpondence with Fran 
.. aſk 


_ My Lord, 5 
AS I have tranſmitted to your Lordſhip the exit 


entring into a private Treaty with France, and int 
laſt the Cenſure of this Court thereupon ; I have 4 


Account of the Duke's being drawn into a cloſe Co 
were that the Miniſters on this ſide conceiv'd {ud 
ſuch of the Duke, which 1 am juſt about to relate 


cannot poſitively determine, But thus it is they ce 
him, ſaying, That though he was ſo much a Big 


which he propoſed to himſelf thereby, and ſpeci | 
about replanting both the Popiſh Religion and Ab 


aſſiſt him through all. the Difficulties he foreſaw he 


LETTER III. 


e Freach Politicians repreſent them, 


X Particulars I could learn concerning the Kin 


to the beſt of my remembrance, given you likexiſ 
pondence with them ſome time before: but whethe 


Judgment of the King, as I have already related, 


Religion, that he was totally averſe to the Auran 
Alliance, unleſs it could be reconcil'd to thoſe | 


Power in the three Kingdoms, and incline rather to 
Match ſuggeſted with the Dawphin, with an intent 
more friendly to oblige his moſt Chriſtian Majeſ 


to paſs; yet he was not a little afraid of the great 
ſiſtance he knew would neceſſarily be made againſt 
an Alliance, which many in England book d upol 
the moſt pernicious that ever could befal their Nat 
being alſo of himſelf not a little jealous, that if Miene 


1 
Deu 


ſuch a Match between his eldeſt Daughter and the Ne 
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lin were concluded, ſome ly, Practices might be carry'd | 
N by the French Court / againſt the Iſſue he ſhould have 
u his now Dutcheſs, in favour of that his Daughter 


that he was much more willing and deſirous, if it might 
be compaſſed, that a Match might in time convenient be 
nduded- between his ſaid Daughter rather and his 
Dutcheſs's Brother, the Duke of Modena, or ſome Italian 
Prince, - of no Power enough to be apprehended to en- 
tertain any ſuch Deſigns; and that as much French as 
ſhe was before, his Dutcheſs was now of the ſame Sen- 
timents too, being married, and in hopes of a numerous 
Iſue by the Duke. Theſe are all the Particulars I have 
hitherto met with, in relation to the Duke and his 
Duccheſs's Sentiments; and with which J conclude, who 


a, 


Paris, Feb. 14. 


y Lord, 
1680. N. S. mY Your Lordſhip's moft Humble 


"IM 73 a4 nd Obedient Servant, 
13 Rn 
= LETTER LI, 


ran! | 
e 1 N r 7 FP N 
deco Coleman's Intelligence, and private Cor- 


(pect 

Fir J reſpondence with France, to the King and 
oi Duke's diſadvantage; and his Motions and 
a Pretenfions for Moy: 
he K e Traps; 

red My Lord, 1 . AD 
ink HEN I acquainted your Lordſhip with the Cen- 


upd! W {ure paſt by this Court upon the King and Duke's 
Nai entiments, in reference to their League and Cerreſpon- 
t if Nencies with them, and eſpecially the Buſineſs of the 
R 

bl eir 


22 


might probably have by the Dauphin. And therefore 


0 


— — — — 
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their own Suggeſtions, collected from the-Circumſiay 
and natural Poſitions of things as they then ſtood, whi 
I was inclin'd to, or to ſome ſecret Information fg 
another hand; but now I find the latter to be true, þ 
whatever the King, Duke and Dutcheſs's true Sentimeh 
were, they were repreſented underhand by Coleman 
the Juntto here, and by ſome other ſelf- ended Con 
dents of theirs, of whom, but more particularly of lM 
Coleman, I find it thus inſerted in our Minutes: Mu 
being enter d into a cloſe and ſeparate Correſpondencei 
his own with this Court, beſides that known to ns 
Highneſfes, whoſe Agent he was, he was therein to gj 
them Intelligence of all that was tranſacted at White-ki 
and St. Fames's, that poſſibly he could; but more eh 
cially of the Comportment of the Ring and the Dol 
as to the Points agreed on between France and them 
as alſo of the Diſpoſition of all the Factions in Englan 
and of the Foreign Miniſters, c. to oblige himfelf i 
make Parties to croſs his Maſter, the Duke, or the Kino 
Lor both; in caſe either, or both of them, ſhould off 
about to deviate from the Meaſures preſcrib'd them bi 
the French Court. 5 
I find, my Lord, he was beſides this 2 great Undafpdle 
taker for Converſions, and proſelyting Men to Run. 
or rather France; and his Agreement with them was 
have allow'd him as an Annuity the Sum of twenty tho 
ſand Crowns Tee. to be paid, and for Extraordiny 
ries, as ſnould be calculated, according to the Emerge 
of the Occaſions. His Pretences for Converſions we 
manifold, and extravagant enough in the Relation 
them; and he did ſlily at firſt inſinuate, and when he h; 
once broke the Ice warmly urged, That whereas 
Duke had very large Remittances made him upon t 
account of Converſions, wherein he was an Undertaker 
that it were more adviſable, for the future, to ent 
bim with a moderate Sum for that purpoſe, and thereb 
- fave themſelves that deal which they muſt have ſent 
the Duke upon that account, if they ſhould ſend any 
and ſo moved em, "emtirely o wave Arn Point i 


— 
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n, for that he could do much more in that nature, 
n the Duke could ever pretend to, becauſe more im- 
ceptiblß. NY 5 

lle promiſed them likewiſe, for the gaining of Mem- 
of Parliament over to their Intereſt, great and migh- 
things ; and then diſcreetly inſinuated thoſe things al- 
ady ſpoken of, about the Deſigns of the King and 
uke towards them; and thereupon adviſed them to tranſ- 
t unto them both only but moderate Sums, and let 
n haye but moderate ones, according to a private 
s Fortune, and he would take effectual care both to 
nage them, and do their buſineſs in England more to 
purpoſe, than they would do without him. | 

He alſo added, That to give. the King and Duke great 
ms, would be no other than to enable them to buy 
Parliament's Votes for themſelves, and not for the 
tereſt of France, and. to get ſuch ſtore of Mony of 
m, that they would afterward take ſuch meaſures as 


ing ſure to pleaſe the People at any time whenever 
y were minded to go contrary to them; and much 
atter to the ſame purpoſe, with which I ſhall no farther 


ynedly am, and ever ſhall be, 


My Lord, | 
tris, Feb, 28. © Po 
1680. N. S. Your moſt Obedient and 
1 ( | is moſt Humble Servant. 


ee ne 


LET- 


| themſelyes pleaſed, without any regard to France, 


puble your Lordſhip, but ſubſcribe. my ſelf, as I un- 
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reren rc re rest 


The Dule of Vork bes the French Con 


his dear Maſter's Wheel; which they, poor Princes ko 
ing NN of, moved hard for the Sums promiſed e 
France: the Duke, as ſuppoſi 


that he had been forced to lay out by advance the great 
part of the Mony already pay d to make Creatures] 
their mutual Intereſt, and future Advantage; all f 
Enterpri zes being much more chargeable to begin, than 


that might influence and perſuade him to, and hing 


ligion had ſtirred up violently againſt him: and that 


ther break off the Match ous with the Prince of 0r4 
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LETTER III. 


for Money, according to the private Agr 

ment. 
My Lord, 5 

Y OU have heard what a Spoke Mr. Coleman y 

| pleaſed to put in the King's, and even the D 


his Credit the ben: 
ing the forwarder of two, and whoſe Pretences w 


carry on and perfect. That when Correſpondencies wa 
begun, they muſt be carry d on, and that ſtill by advan 
if any thing of ſervice were expected, or hoped for. Wr 

That he had a moſt difficult and uneaſy Task to dfſnve 
with the King his Brother's timorous and changeal 
Diſpoſition 3 And was and had been at a very great! 
pence to greaze Favourites of more kinds than 0 


Others that might diſſuade him from what they in Fra 
did expect from him, or urged him to; as alſo to 

ſe and quell Enemies on all ſides, which his | 
Match with their adopted Daughter, and Change in! 


keep the King, his'Brother, ſteddy in a favourable N 
_ in regard to France, and yet at the ſame time 


elired, or negotiate a pn 


defer it ſo long as they p 
. | - Tra 


00 
e of either of his Daughters, till a General Peace 
concluded; and work very much with the Prince 
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ty with that Prince in their favour, and to their ad- 
mage, with that Power and good Effect deſirable, re- 
My as they might well imagine, more than ordinary 
ms of Mony, and all ready, and in Specie too. | 

But that if beſtdes his ordinary Allowance, according 
the Agreement which he expected ſtiould be punQually 


# him every ſix Months, he could but have a Sum of 


Million of Crowns again ſeaſonably adyanc'd him for 
nordinaries, before the time of the next Prorogation 
the Parliament were expired ; then he did believe he 
wht bring matters ſo to bear, by ſuch a Reinforce- 
ent, as to be able to gain Votes enough even in 
Parliament it ſelf, to carry againſt all others, both in 
ſpect to the Neutrality, und to the gaining their Con- 
nt for deferring any Foreign Alliance, by way of Mar- 


Orange - to comply with their Deſires, when he 
ud ſee the Parliament gave him no hopes otherwiſe 
compaſſing his Aims; or if not, yet at leaft he ſhould 


able hereby to keep himſelf ſtill ſtrongeſt in the Privy 


ouncil, 


in the Court, where nothing ſhould be 


"Wnated to their diſadvantage. 


WW That both his own Friends and theirs had been fo 


n ſucceſsful, and made ſuch wonderful Progreſſes in 
verſions of all Sorts and Ranks of People, as that 
ſuch and ſuch Peers of the Realm (I will not ſay 


Wu Lordſhip was one named among the reſt) ſuch and 


* Courtiers, and Members of Parliament, ec. that ſuch 
d ſuch Biſhops, eminent Doctors in Divinity, and other 
pify'd Clergy z and ſuch and ſuch Gentlemen, who 
remarkable for Intereſt and Eſtates, or eminent 
r exquiſite Parts, though they have learnt here ſince 
ewas nothing more falſe, were either already con- 
ed, and quite brought over, or extraordinarily well 
ind; and that there was no doubt to be made of it, 
tby an Augmentation of about four or five hundred 
ouland Crowns more for the Cauſe and Intereſt of 
ion, they might be able ſo to diſpoſe of tis roms 

: : | an 
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and more noted part of the conforming Church of i 
land, which was the main of. their Work, as to hi 
them over to their Religion; yea, and even to dech 
for it publickly too, as | they ſhould be freed fg 
the Fears of the Engliſh Mobile, and of the Fanal 
Sectaries, and ſee a General Peace concluded, and | 
King himſelf declare for it, being back'd with ſo pone 
ful a Prince as his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was; That ho 
ever many of them were already brought over to 
French Intereſt againſt the Dutch, and many more mis 
be ſo, if timely Liberality were offer'd ; with many oj 
Allegations, ſet off with Coleman's uſual Flouriſhes, i 
the behalf of his Maſter, though he had countermined 
before, as I have already hinted., And Jaftly, that he 
once more attack d the King, his, Brother, as to Re 
gion, and that with great hopes; and that if he c 
bare but Mony enough to carry on the Point with t 
Church of England, he queſtion d not, but by that ti 
a General Peace were negotiated, his Majeſty would 
induc'd to declare too; when, beſides his Support abro 
from the moſt Chriſtian King, he: ſhould- ſee bir 
back'd by almoſt all his Royaliſts, then numerous enou 
in the Nation, and ſo great, yea, more than a Probe 
lity of an Accommodation between the two Churches 
Rome and England, and his potent Brother of Fra 
then by the Peace at full liberty to lend him all need 
help. My Lord, you ſee here what little Sincerity th 
was in all their mutual Proceedings; may the Neu 
be ſuitable, -is my unfeigned Wiſh, as it has been alte 


to ſome. B — — ] am, 21901103 270 
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Paris, March 9. 1 85 1 
1680. N. s. wur Lordſhip's moſt Humblt 
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King Charles the Second's urging the French 
wrt for his Remittances, according to the 
wivate League between them. 


rod have heard what preſſing Inſtances his High- 
neſs has made for his Remittances, according to 
ment, and what mighty Encouragements he has 
n this Court of young their Ends, both in Court 
Parliament 35 and now tis fit the King ſhould put in 
Plea at laſt: which he did in this manner, as their 
es repreſent it. * m—_ 
it for his part, he * advanc'd rather more than 
ony than he had already receiy'd from them, for 
ing on their Work: and that, not to enumerate 
Particulars, he would obſerve to them, that when 


j 


brother of France, in preſerving the Neutrality ſo 
deſired by him, but b 

which they knew well enough was a tender Point; 
ſt, not to be wanting to his Brother's Intereſts, 


of his own Monys in endeayouring, if po 
| the next _— or Seſſion of Parliament, to 
a Party, ſo as to be able, in a Parliamentary Way, 


nbier-match his Adverſaries, and thoſe of the moſt 


an King, his Brother. And not only that, but to 
t Figure he ought, as King of England, to make, 
«lows and ab 


W 


— — — 


in there was no other Probability of obliging his 
y proroguing of his Parlia- 
is own Engagements, he had adventured ſo far, as 


mice to prorogue them: and had withal - 5p 
ible, a- 


rv condition to ſupport himſelf, during their Receſs, 


road, for his own Adyantage, " 


Prorogued his Parliament upon his account, and ther 
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well as that of the moſt Chriſtian King; and ſo d 
on the Work of Mediation between him and the ( 
federates, as his Brother of France would have; af 
wiſe the-deſired Negotiations in Holland, to induce | 
| "_ of Orange to a Compliance, r. 

That they could not but. know he was much inych 
in Debts by the laſt War, in conjunction with the 
againſt Holland, and other extraordinary Occaſion, 
Troubles ariſing, and fomented chiefly by his adh 
to his Brother of France's Intereſt 5 and that he haj 


put himſelf under an abſolute Neceſſity of being 
priv'd of the Legal Aſſiſtance of his People, it was 
very reaſonable and juſt they ſhould advance ſuch a 
as might enable him not only further to gratify his n 
_ Chriſtian Majeſty's Deſires, but alſo to fatisfy in pan 
own extraordinary Neceſſities, and recompenſe hin 
the Subſidies he miſs d of thereby again and again fi 
his own Subjects. | 
And laſtly, he demanded at leaſt ſuch a Reinforcen 
as he had before receiy'd at the Concluſion of the Tre 
with Frazce, and that by way of Extraordinary, be 
his Annuity punctually paid: And of this he expel 
an exact Performance before the o 
another Advance at the beginning of that Seſſion; i 
fo he might be able to make his oy good againſt 

Oppoſers at their next Meeting, or elſe prorogue t 
without fear of wanting Mony during their Receſs. | 
did further inſiſt, beſides ſome other Propoſals not wi 
mentioning, upon his having five or fix Million 
Livres allow'd him with all convenient ſpeed, toward" 
payment of his Debts, and the retrieving of his lolt OF": 
dit. The Succeſs of which Remonſtrances and 20l* 
fals, both from the King and Duke, your Lordſhip i 
perhaps be inform'd of another time, by, P 


Paris, March 16, My Lord, 
1680. N. S. Your Honour moſt 
| Humbly Devored Srv 
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LETTER LV. 


ung an Account, how far the French com- 
lied with the King and Duke's Remon- 
Frances for Mony; and how the ſame was 
eſented by them. | ; < 


) Lord, - 

OUR Lordſhip may refreſh your Memory, by 
calling to mind what 1 have ſome time ſince writ 
jou,. concerning the King, and his Brother the Duke's 
lng of this Court for the Remittances agreed on, 
I what further Additions they wanted, for negotiating 
luſineſſes then in agitation, with Coleman's Coun- 
nine to part of their Deſigns. I am now further to 
want your Honour, that the fore- mentioned Impor- 
ties, together with thoſe Cautions of Coleman, pro- 
xd this Effect; that they ſent about half as much Mony 
they had advanced at firſt to each of them, telling 
n at the ſame time, that the Moſt Chriſtian King's 
meniency would not admit of a larger Remiſe at pre- 
neither could he do it with that Privacy he would, 
by his Fews at Genoa : and therefore deſired them 
mke what ſhift they could with that Proportion, till 
_ of the Parliament was ſeen, whether it were 
92 5 Or no. | 5 

at to the Duke they more particularly told, that if 
was then remitted would not ſerve turn, and that he 
ted more, rather than balk his Deſigns, he might 
re hardily on the Moſt Chriſtian King's Word, to 
out of his own Store; that he ſhould certainly be 
ud again at the time mentioned, with an Overplus: 
„ber the Converſions he ſpake of, they waved 
T them; 


Ly 
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them z and ſaid, Father Ia Chaiſe and that Socizg 
28 now a Fund for that Work, without trout 
8 : 4 
But to Coleman, not mentioning the Motion by 
Converſions, they only ſent a good Gratuity for the; 
rogation before, and about the Sum of twenty th 
ſand Crowns advance extraordinary, to hire an Hoy 
and to do other things, in order to the corrupting 
Parliament-men, Oc. If he faw likelihood of i, 
was to have oo Crowns more, for to try Eyey 
if he ſucceeded, he was promiſed ooo beſide 
and for a Prorogation when judged neceſſary, fo 
long as defired, another very conſiderable Sum, not) 
- ticularly mentioned. 5 
Ho far any of the forementioned Perſons did j 
ceed, by way of Compliance with this Court, I knoy 
otherwiſe for the preſent than thus, (in general)! 
they have noted the two Royal Brothers were a li 
diſheartned' to ſee their Friends on this ſide fo backy 
to ſupply them; but that however, conſidering the! 
ſibility of the French Excuſes, and their own pref 
Neceſſities, but more eſpecially the King's, they noto 
took what was ſent them, but reſolved alſo to proc 
to oblige the Meſſieurs as much as they could, to thet 
they. might induce them by Performances to ſend t 
more. The effects of which dangerous Complaiſa 
to ſay no worſe of it, the Nation has but too much 
already; and God knows where it will terminate: | 
ſure, your Lordſhip cannot but think it bodes ill; 


_ 
My Lord, 
Paris, June 4. Your very Humble, a 
1680, N. S. | „ . 
RD Os moſt Obedient Seri 
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the Methods the Jeſuits uſed to promot⸗ 
Converſions in England, and how St. Ger- 


main attempted King Charles II. With his 
Anſwer, &c. | 


My Lord, | 
Need not tell your Lordſhip that Father St. Germain, 
a Jeſuit, and one called out on purpoſe by the French 
line's Confeſſor, was the head Manager of Converſions 
s they called them) and of their other wicked Deſigns 
jon our Country under the covert of that; and who 
wing gained Coleman, now a. Fellow-Domeſtick, into 
5 Confidence and Compliance with him, ſoon 
und means to procure ſeveral other fit Accomplices, a- 
Jong the moſt conſiderable Orders and Parties of Men 
the Kingdom, whether ſeated in, or reſorting to the 
nous Metropolis thereof: and the better to draw in 
8 Men, they were very induſtrious in plying the Wo- 
en of Quality moſt fit for Intrigue, to declare them- 
yes for their Church, and under that pretence to make 
many Partizans for France as they could ; whoſe 
ndeur chiefly they had in view, as to the beſt of my 
nembrance 1 Late noted once and again to your Lord- 
Ip; and not that of the Pope of Rome, or his Re- 
jon, which was only to ſerve for a Covert to the o- 
fr, to the end their Practices might not be diſcovered, 
countermined by the other foreign Miniſters of that 
Mmmunion. And ſo good ſucceſs they had in thoſe 
ling Proceedings, that it bred in them indeed too 
ach Confidence of their going through with the reſt of 
ar Work with the ſame eaſe, and ſo made them 
ty of the weakneſſes of an oyer-hafty bragging and 
Sets Sue an busy. 
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betraying of the Secrets of their Meaſures; which inh 
jealous a Nation as England is, for a Jeſuit, and a Fr gi 
one too to do it, was a very great Error in Policy, Fi je 
St. Germain, and his Gang, having met with ſuch {. 
ceſs in their work as they dreamed not of, they hene 
after having made ſure of the Duke, took the Confideng 
to attempt the King himſelf, and were, as they im 
gined, heard very fayourably by him; having been oft 
told by him in Compliment, that he looked upon ther 
Religion as the moſt Politick, and that they had rel 
made him ſo much a Convert, as to think that the Pr 
teſtant Religion produced but ill Subjects, exc. Bu 
finding for all this that the effect was not anſwerablet 
the hopeful and fayourable incouragement, that he col 
not be brought actually to declare for them, they ofta 
times railed at him in private in England; and whenan 
of them came over hither occaſionally, the mildeſt C 
rater they could give of him was, That he was a Prin 
that looked upon all Religion as a politick Cheat, . 
keep the World in awe, ec. but this was afterward 
for before, upon ſuch Compliments from the King,; 
aforeſaid, they were ſo oyer-joy'd, that it did inde 
make them indiſcreet upon it, ſo far as to make i al 
moſt their common and ordinary Diſcourſe, not only: 
thoſe already fixed in their Opinion, and that were of 
ſtay'd and reſerved Temper, but even to new Convem 
and bauling talkative Women: nay, and inſerted it 
their Letters too, both In-land and Foreign, that the 
had gained both Duke and King to their Religion; ti 
they had fiſhed in the Brizi/þ Ocean with ſuch wond 
ful ſucceſs, that they fiſhed now only for the greater Fi 
of all, leaving the ſmall Fry to come of themſelves, 
ving already catch'd two Royal Fiſhes (the Dolphin an 
Jung) with many ſuch like Expreſſions ; and it was ve 
ordinary with them in Conferences of Controverli 
when they ſaw other Arguments have little effect, 
urge the Example of the King and Duke; two ſuch wii 
Princes as they repreſented them, who knew and unde 
Rood perfectly well the Principles of the Reformed Rt 
| W 
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hen, and all the Arguments it was defenſible by, and 
et had in a manner yielded to the invincible force of 
the Truth, which appeared on their ſide; and had, ſaid 
they, againſt their Temporal Intereſts, to the evident ha- 
zards of their Perſons and Dignities, to which they pre- 
ferred the Welfare of their more precious Souls, em- 
braced the Roman Catholick Opinions, Yea, St. Ger- 
ain proceeded ſo far in this kind of vanity, that he was 
Win a fair way to be ruined for ever: but 1 have not lei- | 
ſure at this Juncture to obſerve to your Lordſhip the | 
lalſages and Effects of that Conduct, but mult refer it 
to my next, wherein I hope I ſhall not fail you, who 
am, 
en My Lord, 
Paris, July 17. Your ever obliged, and 
1680. N. S. moſt Obedient Servant. 


* 
- , 


LETTER. LVL 


t. Germain endeavouring 10 reclaim one 
' Luſancy to the Church of Rome, whoſe 
Communion he had forſaken, uſed Ring 
Charles IPs turning Papiſt as an Argu- 
ment which the other diſcovering, forced 
St. Germain to flee into France, where he 
was puniſhed for his Indiſcret;on for a time, 


My Lord, . 

T was not without ſome difficulty that T have been 

dle to perform the promiſſory Clauſe of my laſt Let- 
rt, in reference to Father St. Germain's unſeaſonable 

ords concerning the King's Perverſion to the Romiſi 

ch; who, among others, more particularly re- 

ed the ſaid Brags to a young Friar, then lately turned 
| | 12 ä Prote- 
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- Proteſtant, in the Savoy, (as I learnt afterward) an ill ; 
whom, for what peculiar Reaſons I could never come tg 


him, I cannot affirm; but certain it is, that Luſancy 


fancy forced St. Germain to flee; and was the Cauſe 


Pi 


know, he laboured with more than ordinary Application Wil | 
to reclaim back again from his pretended Hereſy, and 


at any rate to diſpatch him back into France. That ſame k 
young Friar went by the Name of Luſancy, but St. Ger. n 
mais ſaid, his true Name was Beau-Chateau; and i 


ſeems he had been St. Germain's Scholar formerly, when 
Regent in the College of Clermont, in this City: And , 
conſequently, knowing more of Sr. Germain, than any Wl 
other Man, perhaps in England, it may be, the Fear 
of ſome Inconveniency to their Deſigns by that Knoy- 
ledge, and ſuch Diſcourſes as he might happen to have W An 
thereupon, was one Reaſon of the ſaid Father's ſo greaMl;. 
eagerneſs to remove him out of the way. In fine, hoy 
de facto, and in truth he managed the Buſineſs with 


pretended, that upon his deferring, as the other thought, 
a little too much his full Compliance with his Deſires, 
he offered him Violence ; and, with ſeveral Accomplices, 
threatned to ſtab or piſtol him if he would not ſign ſuch 
a Recantation as he preſented, and go along with thoſe 
he brought with him, in order to his immediate Tranf 
portation; And that upon Complaint thereof to the 
Parliament, then fitting, by a Noble Lord, to whom 
Luſancy applied himſelf, and whom I need not name, 
I believe, to your Lordſhip, tho perhaps Ip have never 
heard this Story before in its full length, and by the 
Diſcovery of ſome other of their Practices, the ſaid I 


of ſome ſtir againſt Popiſh Prieſts and Emiſlaries at that 
time; which was the Preludium to what followed at 
terwards in the time of the late Conſpiracy imputed to 
the ſaid Party. And no leſs certain it is on the othe 
ſide, that St. Germain's Imprudence and ill Conduct 
both in that and other things, was ſo defenceleſs and 
inexcuſable, that he was a long time in ſome diſgrac 
with the Duke and Dutcheſs, with Father la Chaiſe, and 
the whole Society of his Order; to whom ” Wi 

„ orcec 
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| forced, by a long and laborious Apology, to vindicate 
himſelf as well as he could; particularly, about the un- 
happy Affair of Luſancy, and his raſh and inconſiderate 
Speeches of the King and the Duke of York, which he 
compiled with much Artifice and Eloquence; and made 
me clothe it in the Engliſh Tongue, (to the end he 
might ſatisfy his Friends of both Nations of his Innocence 
25 to thoſe ;foul Aſperſions caſt upon him) as he would 
have it, Vet he could never fo ſolidly refute what was 
ſo plainly objected againſt him, but that ſtil] there re- 
| W mained. Cauſes ſufficient to ſuſpect, that the Aſſertions of 
ch as accuſed him were not without ſome real Grounds, 
And indeed, tho they were glad to haye the ſame paſs 
for a plauſible Defence. among Secular Perſons for their 


" Wcommon Reputation, upon which that ſubtil Society ſo 
nuch value and eſteem themſelves ; yet within their own 
0 


Cloiſters they were ſo little ſatisfted with his ſpecious 
Pleas, that they mulcted him, as they uſually do their 
oyn Members upon failure of Conduct, by ſending him 
to and fro, and employing him in low and contemptible 
tings, which only Juniors uſed to perform; and were 
long time before they admitted him to any conſidera- 
de Poſt again: tho at laſt, after ſufficient Mortification, 
pon his uninterrupted and vehement Importunities, to 
e reſtored again once more to their good Opinion, 
Ind repeated Promiſes to be more aſſiduous in their Ser- 
ce, and careful of his Conduct for the future, and be- 
uſe he had been at firſt with Coleman, the chief Author 
the Duke's being drawn into a cloſe and ſeparate In- 
ove with the Court of France, by the Intervention of 
aer la Chaiſe, and knew beſt of any the Secrets 
ad Myſtery of it; he was again intruſted to manage 
e Continuation of that Correſpondence, by the means 
Coleman, his old Friend's receiving all Letters from 
Wn, and tranſmitting thoſe of Father la Chaiſe and his 
reatures in France, to Coleman and his Mafter, and 
bers with whom he had any Intrigue in Fngland; a- 
. long whom. was one Lady Glaſcow, who received and 
perſed moſt of the Letters which were not incloſed in 
| I. 3 | Cole- 
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Coleman's Pacquet, and which were commonly nume. 
rcus enough, directed to her under fix or ſeven ſeyer; 
Names, changing every time, or every other time 3 
leaſt, the Name, and the Direction. Of which Cor. 
relpondence 1 may, perhaps, be able to give your Lond. 4 
ſhip a fuller Account another time; preſuming this can. 1 
not but find Acceptance, tho from ſo mean a Peron MY: 


Ee 5 
| My Lord, G 
Paris, Sept. 2. Your Lordſhip's | 
1680. N. 8. Moſt Devoted and 


| Humble Servant. 
ie eee 4 8 2 178 
EETTER Lym. 


Arguments uſed to the Duke of York, againſ 
Marrying his Daughter to the Prince 
 Oravge. | 


My Lord, | | 
Confeſs, 1 do not well remember when it was tha 
I gave your Lordſhip an Account of the Duke's be 
ing firſt drawn into a cloſe Correſpondence with France 
and 1 am as much to ſeek how and when the following 
Arguments were urged upon him, any further than the 
Circumſtance of the Subject does diſcover ; But Time 
may unravel all, However, this, I find, was urged fi 
upon him: | 1 | 
That it would be of equal Danger to his Royal High 
neſs, if not more, to give his Daughtet to the Prince ffi 
Orange, than to let her be in the French Diſpoſal ; an 
that his Brother, the King, would be involved in equi 
Trouble on that account, as on the other: For that Nowe 
ſhe were given to the Prince of Orange, without fiſh 
engaging him in the Intereſts of France, he . 
e | | ther 
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thereby have a double Claim to the Crown; that of 
courſe the King, his Brother, muſt be drawn into a 
Var with France; and that by ſo doing, both the Royal 
Frethren would loſe for ever the French King's Friend- 
dip and Support in caſe of Extremity, which they would 
ifallibly be reduced to by ſuch a War, or by but mak- 
nz a Shew of it: for if it went on, whether there were 
Cauſe or no, there would be ] ealouſies of the Duke's 
Wh correſponding with France; yea, and of the King too: 

And that, after all, ſuch a Match would be interpreted but 
for a piece of Policy, only to hide from the People 
their Correſpondence with France; and would never 
are their Jealouſies, nor take off the Fears they had of a 
Popiſh Succeſſion by his new Dutcheſs 3 but add Strength 
nd Courage to them, to oppoſe Remedies againſt it, 
That thereupon, when they had the King once in a War, 
they would not give him any Mony to carry it on, un- 
ls they ſaw the laying of it out, and had in a manner 
Adminiſtration of the War in their own hands ; 
n which his Highneſs would be but a Cypher, and 
wuld never be truſted. That then, not content with 
hat, it was not to be doubted, but that the Exclu- 
bon of himſelf, and of his Heirs by the Second Bed, 
leſs educated in the Proteſtant Religion, would like- 
ie be hotly urged in the next place, in favour of a 
Proteſtant Prince ſo doubly allied to the Crown of Eng- 
ind, a profeſſed Enemy of France, and a Native of 
Rolland ; the Country, next their own, ſo much adored 
WW) them, That ſuch an Alliance would ſtrengthen that 
ion, that was already but too ſtrong. That ſuch an 
xcluſion being preſs'd, the King muſt either grant it, 
Ir deny it; if he granted it, as it was to be feared he 
night, then was his Highneſs, and the Heirs of his Re- 
pion, loſt without Recovery ; and then it would be out 
W the French King's Power, as well as Inclination to 
Wit him, after having been ſo diſobliged, againſt the | 
ower of England and Holland united; neither could he 
poſe that Advantage to himſelf, be it as it will. That 

ide King ſhould reſiſt the ſaid Importunity about Ex- 
; > & cluſion, 


— . ͥůuw EU— — 
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cduſion, then he would expoſe himſelf to the Dif. 


tracticns of a Civil War, which might end both in the! 
Ruin of the Royal Family, and the Monarchy it (elf, 
for that the Republicans would not fail to lift up their] 
Creſts again in thoſe Troubles: And that beſides the In. 
tereſt of the Prince of Orange, the Duke of Monmouth 
being already very popular, might be tempted by ſo fur 
an Opportunity, to put in for a Pretender to the Succe{: 
ſion; and that it was not impoſſible that the King, if 
he faw him favoured by the People, might be tempted { 
too to prefer the Intereſt of a Son, before that of a Bro- 
ther; and a Brother too, for whom he muſt be ne. 
cebſſitated to undergo ſo much Vexation and Trouble, and} 
run ſo great a riſque to defend. That in the mean 
while, England being in a War with France, that King, 
inſtead of helping him, muſt be obliged in his own 
Defence to foment thoſe Troubles, and abet his Ene. 
mies. That perhaps he might think ſome of theſe | 
Fears but imaginary ;. but that his Highneſs might aſſure 
himſelf, they had better Intelligence than he in that Caſe, | 
and were very well ſatisfied that all the ſaid Parties were 
ready diſpoſed, and had concerted all their Deſigns 3. 
gainſt him; and that they were abetted by Men of the 
greateſt Power and Intereſt in the Three Kingdoms: 
and then, of what Power and Influence ſuch plauſible } 
and popular Pretenſions would be among the People, | 
when promoted and advanced by ſuch Men, his Royal | 


Highneſs could not be ignorant. 


That therefore, all ſummed up, and duly compared, | 
the Dangers attending the Eſpouſing his Daughter to 
the Prince of Orange were as great, if not conſiderably | 
greater, than thoſe that would be incurred by giving het 
up to the diſpoſal of the French King; for more could 
not be feared from that, than what had been mentioned: | 
Therefore they conjured him, as he tender'd his own | 
Good and Safety, or that of his Poſterity, or of his Bro 
ther, or laſtly, of the hopeful beginnings of the Catho- | 
lick Religion in theſe Kingdoms, that he ſhould be per- 
ſuaded, and alſo perſuade his Brother, to take the con | 


Iro 


% 
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Hof France, both in the Diſpoſal of the Princeſs, and 
ber things relating thereto 3 for that the Danger of 
ghering to the French King was no greater than that 
m the other ſide, but that the Aſſiſtance on his ſide 
WJ rould be great and powerful, as well as cordial ; where- 
Ws it never could be in the other Party's Power, much 
Js in their Intereſt or Inclination, to afford him any. 
. Wiccour in his Troubles, but rather to add Oil to the 
Fame. And abcvye all, he ſhould never be ſo raſh, as to: 
ier himſelf to be tempted to conſent to a War againſt 
France, for that the Factions would then have their Ends 
of him, as having a full Opportunity put into their 
| Winds thereby to compleat his Ruin without controul.. 
n Theſe were the Arguments uſed to his Royal Highneſs: 
, Wzinſt the Match with the Prince of Orange; and with 
n ich 1 ſhall at preſent conclude, who am, 


e | barts, Aug. 4. My Lord, 
e 1679. N. S. Your Lordſhip's 
4 moſt Humble Servant. 


q NTTELTEETELLETELFEELEETE 
= LETTER LC - 
a | ropoſals made to the Duke of Vork, about 


F ö conſenting to have his Daugheer, the Lady 
o Mary, privately trapanned into France, &c. 


er ½ Lord, 


Id WM | Gave, in my laſt to your Lordſhip, a Relation of the 
I; Wl Nemonſtrances uſed to the Duke in general, againſt his. 
'n onſenting to have his Daughter married to the Prince of: 
4 ange; I ſhall now endeavour to oblige your Lordſhip 


el ſth ſome new Propoſals made to him upon that Head. 
"MY That the Duke ſhould uſe all the Power and In- 
0 a he had wich the King, his Brother, to let his Daugk-- 
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ter, the Lady Mary, take a Voyage into France, to tale 
the Waters of Bourbon; or elſe to conſent ſhe might be 
privily ſent away by the Duke, as againſt his Knowledge 
and Will; and that then they would get her ſpeediy 
married: which putting things paſt Retrieve, Matter 
might the better, by good Management, be compoſe, 
and made up to all their Satisfations, | 

2. That to this purpoſe the French King would ſend 
a moſt ſplendid Embaſly into England, of one of the 
chief Peers of his Realm, with a very numerous Train 


of choice Nobility. And if the King conſented publickhy | 
to that Propoſition, the Princeſs might go over in the 
ſaid Ambaſlador's Company: Or if he gave private Con- 
ſent, ſhe might be convey'd away, as in the firſt Article, | 


3- If the King ſhould by no means conſent to it, 
that then the Duke ſhould contrive a way to get her 
ſeized and ſhipped off at the Ambaſſador's Departure, 
without the King's Privity or Knowledge. 

4. That if it were done by the King's Conſent, the 
Sum of five and twenty Millions of Livres ſhould be, 
without fail, remitted to him at Wo Payments; the fin 


as ſoon as the Princeſs ſhould arrive in the Kingdom of 
France; and the other three Months after. And that the 
King and Duke in that caſe ſhould ſeem highly concern'd,] 


and diſpos'd to declare War againſt France on that ac- 


count; and with the Mony ſent raiſe Forces, as if it} 
were for the War, and call to the Parliament for Mon) 
to maintain it; which, if they granted, to take it, (thert} 
Was no doubt of their Conſent to that :) After which, 
the French King was to ſend a very ſubmiſſive Embaſſage 
to England, offering to make ample Satisfaction for the] 


Injury, and to ſtrike up a Peace with Holland at any 
rate; upon which, our King was to take upon him to 


be appeaſed, and to pretend the Dutch were in the fault 


that he did not make war. 


5. That then, if there ſhould happen any Motions for} 
Excluſion, his Majeſty might make uſe of the Mony,| 
and of the Forces raiſed as aforeſaid, for his own Secu- 


rity; and that if any Rebellion happen'd, he might 


— 1 


— 


— 
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ird the French King would ſend him both Men and 
Mony enough in caſe of need. 0 ( nt 

6. That if it were done without the King's Conſent, 
he, the Duke, ſhould pretend himſelf wholly ignorant of 
the Rape, and ſeem as much concern'd as the King for 
dausfaction. 6 


7. But that if the King ſhould be ſo diſpleaſed with 


lis Highneſs, as to fide with the adverſe _ againſt 


lim, after he had ſtood his ground as long as he could, 
and made as many Friends as was poſlible, that then he 
ſhould privately retire to Scotland or Ireland, and raiſe 
ums there, where he ſhould be powerfully aſſiſted, both 
ſih Men and Mony, from the French King; who would 
likewiſe uſe Means to raiſe Diviſions among his Enemies, 
by ſeveral Methods they had concerted, and ſudden] 
aſcourage them all, by an unexpected Peace with Hol- 
land; though there was but little Proſpe that Things 
ſhould come to this Extremity. | 


d. That the Princeſs, ſtill the better to appeaſe the © © 


Reats in England, ſhould, upon her Marriage, have, in 
ample manner, a Proteſtant Chappel allow'd her; and 
that at the ſame time, the Proteſtants in the Kingdom of 
France ſhould be uſed with extraordinary Kindneſs and 
Ryour for her ſake, till a General Peace, or other fit 
ime to take off the Mask, were come. „ 

9. That the better to take off the Edge of the Eng- 
kþ Fury to a War with France, beſides the Peace to be 


made between the French and the Dutch, a third War 


vas to be raiſed by the Hollanders againſt England; and 
f put with might and main upon new Encroachments 
and Inſolencies againſt the Engliſh. | 


10 That the better to cover all this, the Duke was 


not only to make a Semblance, but really te go to the 
Proteſtant Church again, and to give out with a full C 
that he had been moſt maliciouſly traduc'd, and that he 


tever was reconcil'd to the Church of Rome; and that 
tis Non · compliance in ſome things lately put upon him, 


ad only ariſe, in that he conceiy'd ſuch things were not 
o be impos d upon a Prince, an a Subject, 
| Tr... I 
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. have had the Opportunity, my Lord, to ſee ſeyen] 
other things, of leſſer conſequence, projected here, fu 
the Management of this Affair to the Intereſt of th 
French Court; with which I ſhall not trouble your Lon. 
ſhip, and remain, 3 
e | My Lord, 


Paris, Aug. 13. | 
1679. N. S. | Your very humble Servan, 


A SAL AA/LASEIELL 
Err in 


— — 
— — 


My Lord, 
H E French Emiſlaries finding (notwithſtanding the 
J. ſtrong Oppoſition made by them to the matching 
of the Lady Mary with his Highneſs the Prince of 
Orange, as I have ſome time ſince inform'd your Lord. 
ſhip) that there was a very ſtrong Current in the Nation 
for that Alliance, and having inform'd their Principals 
in the French Court therewith ; they had freſh Inſtruc 
tions ſent them, to gain, if poſſible, the time deſired by 
them, which was till a General Peace were concluded, 
and to ply the Royaliſts, and high Members of the 
Church of England, not only cloſe upon that Head, but 
__ their Inſtructions were reduc'd to theſe Branches, 

1. They were to repreſent the Match as diſhonouradle, 
and too much reflecting on the Honour of crown'd Heads, 
to match a Daughter in ſo fair a way to be Heireſs to 
three Crowns, to a Prince who was not- only no Sove- 


reign, but deſcended of a Family which had diftinguiſt' 


7 


— — — 


aut I. of WAIT E-HALLI. 181 
ſelf chiefly by heading a Rebellion againſt his lawful. 
Prince, and who was himſelf but the chief Officer of a 
Wovernment ſo hateful to all Kings, as a Common- 


ich an Alliance muſt needs be more particularly diſho- 
urable to the Royal Family of England, which had ſo 
ltely and deeply ſuffer'd by a Rebellion moved againſt 
by their own People, chiefly out of an Emulation to- 
lle thoſe Rebels; that indeed King Charles I. did 


Fxher, but it was becauſe he was involy'd in Troub] 

nd had not time or opportunity to diſpoſe of her bet- 
x, and thought by that Match to pleaſe the People, ap- 
jeaſe the Faction animated againſt him, and by ſuch a 
Proteſtant Match allay the Jealouſies conceiv'd of his 
bing popiſhly inclin'd, or having leagued with Popiſh 
Powers to their prejudice ; and laſtly, obtain ſome Aſſiſ- 


eee from the States of Holland in his Diſtreſs : and yet 


tht after all his projection hereby, that Match was con- 
kmn'd by moſt of his Friends, as highly diſhonourable, 


nd of _ ill Example and Conſequence, and is char- 


rd upon him as one of the great Errors of his Reign, 
e Wn! therefore by no means to be reiterated by a new one 
che ſame kind. | | . 
of % They were to remonſtrate, That the Prince of O- 
d. unge was bred in Presbyterian Principles, and to exag- 
n gente, with all the terrible Circumſtances that could be 
ils ippoſed, the Danger the Church of England and Epiſ- 

Opacy would be in by the Acceſſion of ſuch a Prince 
oy Wb the Crown; Presbyterians being no leſs paſſionate 


hing much the more dangerous of the two, as wy 


Is, belious Leaders, being too ſenſible a Proof of both 
0 What they could, and what they would do again more 
an and more irrecoyerably, when headed by a 


'Y ©» lawful 


ealth, and that of one founded by Rebellion too; that 


mach his Daughter to the preſent Prince of Oranges 


d, Winemies to the Church of England than Papiſts, and 


comparably the more numerous: the ſtrange Succeſs 
be lately had in effecting ſo total à Subverſion as they 
e, Nd of the Epiſcopal Church in the laſt Reign under re- 
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ſent from hence to their Emiſſaries in England, for the 


367g. Ns Tour Honours 6 fe 


and that having in many things encroach d already upon 
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lawful Superior, and ſtrengthned by the Aſſiſtance of the 
Brethren in Holland. J y 


This, my Lord, is the Subſtance of the Inſtructioꝶ 


managing of the foremention'd Part; and with which 
{hall conclude this Epiſtle, who am, 


Paris, Aug 23. STE My Lord, 


$$$4$5$4$0595605544:944+'94 
1 B T TER. LANE. 
Inſtructions given to the French Emiſſaries 


whereby to manage the Diſſenters and Be. 
publican Party in England, in reference 1 


the Prince of Oranges matching with tee 
Lady Mar.. 

| W the 

© My Lord, i 


Have in my. laſt given your Lordſhip an Account of 

the French Intrigues, in managing, the Royal and Fre 
Church-of-England Party, in reſpect to the Match vin z. 
the Prince of Orange; here follow their Inſtructions to 
their Agents, with the Diſſenters and Republican Par 
upon the ſame Head. To them they were to uſe ur 
of- the Arguments uſed to thoſe of Holland, of whic 
hereafter z and make them believe, if they: could, that if 
the Prince of Orange ſhould come io the Crown of 
Eagland, notwithſtanding his Humility now, he would 
fly higher at Abſolute Power than any before him, or 
that the preſent King, or his Brother could; that unde 
an humble- Appearance he ſubtilly hid an af] firing Mind; 


— 3 RY 


the Power of the States General, he would totally q 
| RS, 


\ 
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wes them, and by that Acceſſion of Strength raiſe his 
luhority in Eugland to what pitch he pleaſed; and adieu 
v all hopes of a Commonwealth there, when that of 
mlland ſhould be ſubject to his Scepter, and adieu to 
il expectation of making Presbytery the predominant 
ſeligion there; for that it was almoſt incompatible with 
moderate Monarchy, much leſs with abſolute Power: 
nd that whatever Principles the Prince had been bred in, 
zo Religion, though he might like them well enough 
42 Member of a State, with whoſe Conſtitutions the 
perfectly agreed; it was not to be doubted, that when 
te came to be a Monarch, and ſo powerful an one too, 
s the United Provinces thrown into the Weight of 
three Crowns would make him, but he would, like moſt 
Irinces, make his Religion conform to the Model of 
lis Politicks 5 and when he became a Monarch, and fo 
get a one too, take up Monarchs Principles, which 
could be no other than Popiſh, or ſuch as exceed them, if _ 
rofſible, in Malignity, viz. thoſe of the tantivy Sons of 
de Church of England, none elſe agreeing with def po- 
ick Rule. So that whatever Hopes they might flatter 
bemſelves with from ſuck a Match, and the Prince's Ac- 
afſon to the Throne, they ſhould find themſelves ſo far 
liappointed, as not to have any reaſon left them, to 


" 
6 


C apect ſo much as a Toleration in Religion, and the 
ni Freedom of their Conſciences: Which, with my humble 
wy leſpects to your Lordſhip, is all 1 have to communicate 
3 x this time; who am, in all lowly Obſervance, 

a paris, Sept. 6. My Lord, | 
q 1679. N. S. Your Honour to Command. 
uld POSTSCRIPT. 

| 

- My Lord, | 

"I QINCE 1 had finiſt'd my Letter, I happening oc: 
F > caſionally to run over ſome of our Minutes, 1 


bought fix to ſubjoin what 1 meet with there briefly 
-_— Algc᷑ſenech 
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inſerted, in order to the Management of mere Politicin 
and Adiaphorites in Religion, upon the account of the 
Prince's Match; and to them the foremention'd Emiſſi 
ries were to ſuggeſt on the contrary, that the Prince 
though he ſhould in time, by virtue of the ſaid Ma, 
come to be King of England, yet it could not be 
thought but that Fl he would continue a Dutchman in 
all his Inclinations, ſacrifice our Commerce and Intereſ 
to thoſe of that Nation; yea, and perhaps part with 
the chief Prerogatives of the Crown to make the King 
of England like a Doge of Venice, or Dutch Stadt-hol: 
der, exc. which, though ſufficiently ridiculous, 1 cold 
not forbear noting to your Lordſhip ; who am, 


My Lord, 
Yours, &c. 


een 


rn 


The Arguments uſed in Holland by the French 
Emiſſeies to the Loveſtein Faction again 
the Prince of Orange*s matching with the 
Lady Mary, Cc. | 


My Lord, | 
1 F it was any Pleaſure to your Lordſhip to peruſe the 

Accounts I have already given you of the Stratagems 
of this Court to excite the Church of England and Diſ 
ſenting Parties againſt the Match with the Prince of 0- 
range, as I am deſirous, and 1 hope not unwilling, to 
interpret your Silence in that regard to imply it; I can- 
not think it will be leſs to your Honour's Satisfaction, 
to underſtand how they managed the ſame Affair in Hol: 


land, where no leſs Subtilty and Addreſs was wanting 


d 
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un in England, to divert a Match, that predicted no 
ood Omen to France, as they imagin d. The Party in 
bat Republick, which their Emiſſaries had Inſtructions 
Fork upon, were the Loveſtein Faction, to whom ne- 
ſetheleſs they were to addreſs themſelves very cautiouſly 
nd covertly 3 and firſt to inſinuate to them, and by them 
the State-Party; h £5 |: 
That indeed it was true the Illuſtrious Princes of the 
fouſe of Naſſau had not only been the firſt Founders, 
it alſo the great Preſervers of their Commonwealth 
nd that it could not be deny'd but that the preſent 
fince of Orange had very much contributed to its late 
Recovery, after it had been brought to the: very. Brink 
« Deſtruction; and that they were fully convinc'd that 
me Family muſt remain a neceſſary Bulwark to their 
Commonwealth, ſo long as their Intereſts ſhould conti- 
je inſeparably intwiſted with thoſe of the State: bur if 
hey ſhould be ſo blinded as to conſent, or but tacitly 
me way to any Steps that might alter thoſe of the 
Fnce into any other Channel, that ſame Houſe might, 
n proceſs of time, prove the fatal Cadency and Diſſolu- 
ton, as it had been the happy Riſe and Glory of that 
louriſhing State. That the Implacability of the Spaniſh 
loyal Family againſt thoſe that have once offended them, 
nd their bloody and unjuſt Proſcription ,of the Noble 
liouſe of Orange, had ſo firmly cemented the Intereſts 
the Princes of that Family with thoſe of the States 
Wing the Wars with Spain, that there could not poſſi- 
any Danger ariſe to them from that Houſe, how 
nuch ſoever they were intruſted with the Authority of 
le States, they being then beſt ſecur'd by the Greatneſs 
ad Power of that. Nay, and that after the Peace made 
tween that Republick and the Crown of Spain, there 
Ould be no Danger from thoſe Princes neither, ſo lon 

$ they match'd into inferior Princes Families, as thoſe 
if Germany, ec. which might add Strength, but never 
ould Power enough to the Princes of Orange to cruſh 
le State, or in the leaſt divide from its true Intereſts. 
lu that it might be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, if 
| | | any 
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any of them were ſuffer d to match into the Family 
any crown'd Head, and eſpecially of any near Neighbor 
to the Republick; for that would be an effectual Mun. 
to fill their Heads with aſpiring Thoughts, and ge 
Deſigns to aggrandize ling and might afford the 
Power enough to put them in execution; a Tempratio) * 
too ſtrong for almoſt any active ſpirited Prince to n 
fiſt: And therefore ſuch a one as this preſent Pruꝗ AE 
ought by no means to be expoſed to it by any wiſe Staet 
men, whoſe Intereſt it was to keep him from it, a” 
who had Cunning enough to put him by it. That ng 
ver any of his preſent Highneſs's Predeceſſors have bet 
ſo much as ſuſpected of aſpiring at any Power od 
the Commonwealth, but what tended to its greater & 
curity, and for the Elevation of the Majeſty ot the RM tt 
publick, without the leaſt Glances of aſſuming any 
themſelves, unleſs it were his Highneſs's Father; wid 
in all probability, was animated thereunto by his mate 
ing with a Daughter of England: And that his Ambi 
tion might have proved fatal to the Republick, beyon 
Retrieve, if his immature Death, and other ſeaſonab 
Providences, had not interven'd. That the Influence o 
that Match had prov'd very detrimental to that 1|luſtrioſuuc 
Houſe, by ſtirring up ſuch a Jealouſy in the States 
r them, as would not ſuffer them to admit the pen 
ſent Prince, for a long time, to enjoy the Places of Holi" 
nour, Authority and Truſt, formerly ſo well maintain 
and officiated by his Noble Anceſtors : and that, at H 
ſame time, it had prov'd as pernicious to the Stat 3+ 
themſelves, in creating and nouriſhing Factions amo 
them, and Endeavours to keep up the Republic upo 
a new Model, without Captain-General, Stadi-holdrifc 
Admiral, &c. and to deprive themſelves of the ſo ni 
ceſſary and auſpicious Aſſiſtance and Conduct of then 
moſt Illuſtrious Houſe, and thereby expoſed even almo 
to be made a Prey to the dangerous Ambition of ti 
French Monarch. 
And therefore now, when they had ſo newly re-enter 
into their true Intereſts, and happily re-fix d all thing 
| Ol 
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the old Foundation, by reſtoring the preſent Prince 
he Dignity of his Anceſtors, and calling him to the 
m of the Tempeſt-beaten State, and had by his Cou- 
„ Conduct, and Intereſt recover d the Common- 
uch to a very hopeful Condition of Power and Proſ- 
mi again; it would be no leſs than a Madneſs to ven- 
the Ruin of all thoſe fair Hopes, by a ſecond Match 
th England, when by the former they had been al- 
at all ſhipwrack'd z and to ſuffer a Prince, who was 
m wholly their own, to eſpouſe, in ſuch a Marriage as 
6 then in agitation, a Foreign Intereſt 3 and ſuch as, 
al probability, could not in time but interfere with 
1s: And therefore deſired it might not be, 
1, Becauſe, though the Prince's Intentions ſhould hap- 
0 continue ever ſo right and firm to the Intereſt 
be Republick, yet this Match could not but be ſtill 
7 detrimental both to him and them, by cauſing in- 
able Jealouſies, Factions, and Animoſities amongſt 


ous conſequence to them both. | 

2, That by reaſon of the little Probability of the 
Me of York*s having an vivacious Male Iſſue, this 
ud give the Prince ſuch a near Proſpett of the Bri- 
Crowns, that it could not but engage him, in that 


elt in the United Provinces to the utmoſt for the Ad- 
nage of the Engliſh Nation, to the Prejudice of the 
uch Increaſe of Power and Intereſt. 

3. That if he ever came to be King of England, the 
oyer he would thereby obtain, added to that he had 
dy in the United Provinces as Stadt-holder, Captain 
eral, exc. and to the great Influence he had among 
it Soldiery in the States Pay, would undoubtedly be a 
tons Temptation to him to reduce that State under 
e Engliſh Crown, and influence the others to aſſiſt him 
lit; and that if he ſhould have Iſſue by his Princeſs, 
It was likely enough he might, the Danger under that 
cunſtance would be in a manner inevitable. 


ey, upon all occaſions, to ſtrain his Rower and In- 


It 


m without end; and which could not but be of per 
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; It is likely, my Lord, our Politicians here for 
very great Difficulties would ariſe in making any man 
of Impreſſions on the States againſt the Prince's Ma 
for by the foreſaid Remonſtrances it does appear to 
their Maſter-battery was turned on that fide : but th, 
all their Politicks have fail'd them for the prevenii 
of the Marriage, yet they haye not fail'd to put ſo 
of theſe Arguments forwards, to render the Dj 
and all his Proceedings ſuſpected to the States; and th 
have already bragged, that all the Conſtancy his Hebes 
neſs is well known to be Maſter of, will find Wo 
enough to overcome the J ealouſies entertain'd of h 
(and which they are reſolved never to be wanting 
their part to foment) and to make it be believed that 
he has acted ſince his Marriage, has been to the agg 
dizing of himſelf and his Authority, and the Dimin 
tion of that of the Republick. 1 fear I have alter 
too much tranſgreſs'd by my Tediouſneſs, and lh 
therefore only, ſubſcribe my ſelf, as 1 am in Sincerity, WW"! 


2 th 

Cr: ny My Lord, la 
Paris, Sept. 20. : 7m 
1679. N. 8. Pour Lordſhip's N 
| x | Gs 0 
moſt Humble Servant, f 
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LETTER ILXIII. 


the Solemn Embaſſy ſent by the French 
ſing to King Charles the Second, in the 
Tear 1677. in order to break off the Match 
nich the Prince of Orange, &c. | 


— 


My Lord, ; | | | 
Wrſuant to what I have already mention'd to your 
Lordſhip, of the Deſigns concerted between his 
al Highneſs and the French King, about getting of 
Lady Mary by a Stratagem into France, if their 
ter Meaſures about hindring the Match were broken, 
the late ſolemn Embaſly ſent over from hence into 
land; whereof the Count d' Eſiree was the Head, 
mmpany'd with the Duke de Vendoſme, the Archbiſhop 
Heims, one of our great Miniſters, the Marquiſs de 
n0;s's Sons, and at leaſt fifty Lords more of princi» 
Note: and whoſe publick Inſtructions though they 
hotted nothing more than a great Compliment, and 
ne Oyertures about forbidding any Recruits to be ſeat 
r to our Land-Forces in the Service of the Confede- 
Its; yet privately they were to endeayour a French 
ch, and if they ſaw they could not ſucceed therein, 
concert cloſer Meaſures with the Duke, as to putting 
practice what he had before conſented to, about get- 
the Princeſs his Daughter privately convey'd away, 
Ompany of this Ambaflador into France: and per- 
Is your Lordſhip will not be diſſatisfy'd, it I recount 
at have heard diſcourſed one day at this Court, be- 
kn our Commiſſioner and ſome other Courtiers con- 
nz the Embaſſy. Said one of them to the other, 
Nat needed ſo ſplendid and coſtly an Embaſſy at this 
6 time 


, 


France, for fear he ſhould uſe it againſt themſelye 
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time of day to the King of England, when there, i 

e little hopes that he durſt give his Conſent to why MP 
deſire of him, if he were of himſelf diſpoſed therm 

Yes, ſays the other, *Twill be well worth the Col, 
things go as they will upon this occaſion 3 for 'tis a ord 
ter Honour our King now does to the King of Engl 
than he has ever yet done to any other Prince, or en 
to the Emperor himſelf when at Peace with him: 2 
ſuch an Honour cannot but work ſenſibly on the He: 
< of a Prince, who is ſo eaſily wrought upon, and m 
© work ſome good Effects for us in time, if not for 
© preſent: And however, if the worſt come to the wo 
© this extraordinary Honour now done him by our M 
© narch, will make his Parliament and People ſo f 
© perſuaded that he hath entred into an extraordin! 
© Engagement with him, that all he can fay, or d. 
© will never convince them of the contrary, or indu 
< them to truſt him with Mony to make war again 


o 
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© and not only ſo, but it would make him as ſuſpet 
© among the Confederates, that none of them fo 
© henceforward would truſt him, either for an aſliſa 
© Ally or Mediator, and ſo would render him of inf 
© nificant Force to thwart our Deſigns,” But the Kin 
did for once trick the Trickers, by the Care he b. 
taken of the Princeſs, as 1 ſhall note elſewhere to ya 
| Lordſhip, and by his ſudden marrying her to his Hig 
neſs the Prince of Orange, ſo much to the ſurprize an 
diſappointment of this Court, that I cannot expreſ it 
and therefore muſt conclude, ſubſcribing my (elf, 


| My Lord, 
Paris, Decem. 7, . | 
1679. N. 8. Your Lordſhip*s moſt Humble, Nu 
and moſt Devoted Servaniil, 


LE 
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LETTER LXIV. 


of the Popiſh Plot, and Father Kelley?s 
Menaces. ANTE: 


My Lord, | | 

HE Diſcourſe about the Plot cannot be more in 
England than tis here; but the Particulars of the 
lecution of it, your Lordſhip muſt know much bet- 
than I ; I do not queſtion but there is Villany enough 
the bottom of it, but our Miniſters are as deep inte 
bas any other whatſoever, who by their ſleights, 


p ſuch Combinations, as to put the Nation into thoſe 
kments, incurable Jealouſies and Diviſions, that have 
kftually diverted the Engliſh from hunting the French 


Cuts at home, as they have been pleaſed to word it. 
Wy Lord, It may not perhaps be unpleaſing to give 
ur Honour an account of ſome Paſlages that hap- 
ned between one Father Kelley an Iriſn Prieſt and my 
i in this City lately, concerning the King, c. I know 
m7 well, that there were, and perhaps may be till 
me of that Name in England, but this ſame hath lived 
r ſome years at Paris, by St. Jean de Greve; and tho 
itrieſt, is a great Banker, paying moſt of the Penſions 
Ir ſecret Service tranſmitted to the Engliſh Romaniſts, 
lit chiefly to 1riſh Papiſts in England and Ireland: 
Wd who by his Diſcourſe upon the late Engliſh Fleet and 
mies being ready, and the War likely to be de- 
red againſt this Kingdom, was pleaſed then to ſay 
methin s in relation to this Conſpiracy, that I have little 
bought on till very lately, and that may give your Ho- 
uu ſome light into the Deſigns of this Court. 00 ys 


1 wicked practices, have drawn the Engliſh Papiſts 


Flanders, by imploying them to hunt the Papiſts and | 


© 
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the King of France will find him (meaning our Rug 
work enough by Diviſions at home, and diſcoyering 
if needs be, his and his Brother's Intrigues in Fran, 
and does not care tho he expoſe all the Roman Cathy 
licks in the Three Kingdoms, to a general and hot h. 
ſecution, ſo long as, like the Turki/h Aſaph, they ſe 
to blunt the Engliſhmens Fury, and divert them frog 
thwarting the Deſigns of the potent Catholick Kingdot 
of France; which would afterward ſet all right again 
but that he was in hopes by their hunting of Papif 
they would never leave hunting the King and his Broth 
too, if they proved refractory, till they had broug 
them to take Sanctuary in a ſtricter Alliance with t 
French King than ever, as their only Safe-guard. Ar 
that it was in the French King's power to ſpring up a Pl 
next day, to give the King of England Game enouy 
for his Life-time ; for that the Mines and Trains were 
ready laid, and that there needed only putting firet 
them, exc. I am very ſorry I could not have oblige 
yo Lordſhip ſooner with theſe Paſſages, which yet 
ope come not too late, but may in ſome meal 
be grateful from, VVV 


0 


—_ 


My Lord, 
Paris, Feb. 28. 
1678. N. S. Your Humble Servath 
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LE TT R R LXV. 


0f-the Duke of York's being commanded to 
retire to Bruſſels in the Tear 1679. and of 
the Promiſes made him by the King before 

bis Departure. 9 | 


| My Lord, | 


Senſe of the People is in general, concerning the 
Duke's retiring to Bruſſels ; but I can aſſure your Lord- 
lip, they ſeem to be mightily alarmed here at it, tho 
hey put a good mein e it. Perhaps your Lordſhip 
may know much more of the Secret of this Journey than 
an inform you; but if what is tranſmitted hither by 
he Agents of our Grand Miniſter be acceptable, they give 
this account: That the Earl of D was the Perſon 


bs Preſence ; and that his Reaſons for it were, that the 
lrliament might have no pretence to complain of 
lis Majeſty, that he had not taken all the Meaſures ne- 


rofound Judgment to determine) that the Earl by the 
reſaid Advice, did not ſo much conſult the King and 
Kingdom's true Intereſt, as he did to pleaſe the Parlia- 
dent, with whom he was at odds, becauſe of the Mony 
rceived to disband the Army, and the French Alliance 
ding now by Experience, that that Artifice of his, in 


kd failed. They further inform us, that the Duke was 
r at the Meſſage for his Departure, and 
wade ſome difficulty to bring himſelf to reſolve to obey 


3 
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IT Know not how Matters go in England, nor what the 


wo adviſed the King to remove his Royal Highneſs from 


&llary for the Security of their Religion and Liberty. 
lu they tell us, (how true, I leave it to your Lordſhip's 


ringing the Plot upon the Stage in order to amuſe them, 
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it: but that at Jengih recollecting a better Temper, it 
1 75 his faſt Friends an O e to adviſe him; That 
tho it were at that Juncture neceſſary he ſhould obey | 
the King, yet it was no leſs prudent that he ſhould, in 
ſo doing, take all neceſſary Precautions, not to abandon 
his Fortune to the diſcretion of his Enemies: That they 
did not doubt but the Duke of Monmouth would puſh 
hard, to get himſelf declared Legitimate by the en. 
ſuing Parliament: That the buſineſs of the Fxcluſun 
would be renewed, and that there was room enough to 
fear, leſt his Retreat might be rather interpreted for the 
Aight of a guilty Perſon, than for the Obedience of a 
ſubmiſſive Subject; that therefore it was expedient he 
ſhould get the King firſt to promiſe him that he would 
declare, and get it recorded too in the Courts of Juſtice, 
that he had never been married to the Duke of Mon- 
mouth's Mother: That he would by no means conſent 
to the Excluſion that was now likely to be preſt upon 
him; and laſtly, that he ſhould give him expreſs Order 
in Writing to require his Retirement. All which they 
ſay, he wy happily accompliſhed, the Truth whereof 
time muſt determine, whereunto 1 leave it; who am, 
Paris, April 6. | „ My Lord, 
RISES” 5 K 4 x 


Your Humble Servant. 
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be Nofſe of King Charles's Divorce from 
Bits 10 Queen Katherine. 42 


My Lord, 2 | 


, 

) | . 

© HE buſineſs of the King's Divorce has made a l 
a mighty noiſe on this ſide, and I cannot with any | 
y rainty inform your Lordſhip, which way this Court 


ads affected: for 1 find, on the one hand, Inſtruftions - 1 
ſea to their Agents in England to inſinuate to the ol 
u but yet very tenderly, what a piece of Injuſtice it | 
ud be to diſgrace an innocent harmleſs Princeſs, to A 
um he had been lawfully married, and who had with | 
nuch Patience bore the Infirmities that attended him; | 
| that the Conſequence of ſuch a Divorce would per- | 
xs be worſe than the Divorce jt ſelf, ſeeing a Brother 
wid be balked of the juſt hopes he had, after his 
jeſty's Death, of aſcending the Engliſh Throne, c. 

t fince, My Lord, having found the Parliament and 
Council diſpoſed very much to fayour ſuch an 
ton, they gave their Emiſſaries, of another ſtamp, 
Iretions to incite the King to it, and to promiſe to 

Nc him out a Princeſs of this Court's recommendation 
procurement, in hopes by that means to ſet the two 
Piters at variance, and to raiſe new Factions and Diſ- 

tes about the Succeſſion: and if they ſaw he would not 
lent, yet they had their Creatures ready to whiſper it 
the Duke's Ear as a great ſecret, that if it were not for 

tm, he would have conſented thereunto. But how far 

le Politicks have been practiſed, = Lordſhip can ob- 

Fe much better than I at ſuch a diſtance; who am, 


ant, 


U | My Lord, 
| Ins, March 2. Your ever Obliged, and 
1630, N. 8. moſt Humble Servant. 
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LETTER LXVII. . 
Of the Earl of Shaftesbury's being calunnia 


ted by the French Agents to X. Charles IH 
in order to put him out from being Preſii we 
dent of the Council, and from all public e 
Adminiſtration. . 
1 Ts 5 T1# fr 
| My Tord, llo 


FT" HE Joy conceived by the Miniſters of this Court 
at the diſplacing of my Lord of Shaſtesbury frc 

His great Office of Preſident of the King's Council, a 
conſequently from all Adminiſtration of publick Affair 
is as open and unexpreſlible as the Inſtruments and Cay 
ſes of ſuch a Change are ſecret; but ſo far as 1 hay 
had any Intelligence of this grand Affair, which I predic 
to be no good Omen to our Country, I am free 
and. 1 hold my felt in Duty bound to communicate 
your Lordſhip; who perhaps will not much wonder Mfr 
\ ſuch a Change, when I tell you that the Emiſſaries of Tt 
this Court, but more eſpecially the Women kind, whonl ve 
I need not name, have inceſſantly, as they have bee m 
taught their Leſſons, been buzzing the King in the ea 


with ſuch Calumnies and Accuſations, as here follow, 20 fe 

cording as they are inſerted here. n 

They were to lay hold on all opportunities, to rende ſe 

| the ſaid Noble Lord obnoxious to the King, but yet t l. 
= be very tender in their firſt Attack; and therefore fi 6 


' quently to ſay, That truly his Preſident was a Perſon x 
incomparable Parts and Abilities in matters of State, an 
that to do him Juſtice, he had done his Prince as impor 
| tant Service as any of his Subjects: That tho he had it 
former times fallen in with the Republican * i 
wid 
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ich was then predominant in the Nation, yet he had 
face ſhewed ſo much Zeal for the Monarchy, as might 
Ally obliterate all former Miſcarriages ; provided ſtilt 
ke proved conitant in his Devoir, and gave no ſuſpicion 
of ls being inclinable to re · aſſume the Principles, which 
e ſeemed once ſo entirely to have forſaken, And when 
bey had again and again made way by ſuch Inſinua- 
jons as theſe for more deſperate Attacks, they urged, 
is Majeſty might call to mind the time and occaſion 
jhen, as well as of whom the Earl had once ſaid, that 
mien a Man is wanting to himſelf, he deſerves that o- 
hers ſhould be ſo to him alſo ; and he might confider 
ow. falſe and dangerous a Maxim that was, when it re- 
ſer d to a Prince or 3 to whom one is never 
lowed to be wanting. That the Earl had been as good 
8 his word, was already ſufficiently manifeſt, when he 
kd diſcovered in Parliament the ſecret Motives that had 
nzaged the King to grant Liberty of Conſcience before 
the late War, as well as his Alliance with France; and 
nfinuated the Deſigns his Majeſty had to retrench the 
liberty of Parliaments, which was indeed no more than 
v reduce that Aſſembly within the bounds of their Duty: 
That his Conduct ever ſince, in promoting the Teſt, exc. 
ye no ſmall Umbrage that he meant more than a bare 
Excluſion of his Royal Highneſs from pablick Offices : 
That they could not be poſitive that a Change of Go- 
ſernment was deſigned thereby, and a new Eſſay for the 
nonftrous Metamorphoſis of the Monarchy: into a Re- 
publick once more; but that ſurely, it looked that way: 
for if the thing were conſidered aright, the King, twas 
true, was an eſtabliſhed Prince, and now long in Poſ- 
ſeſſion, and in whoſe Perſon there could be no plauſible 
retence to induce the People to abandon that Form of 
bovernment z and for the Regal Power it ſelf, the time 
vas yet too ſhort ſince a Company of Tyrants had 
plunged the State into Troubles, to propoſe an entire 
Abolition of Kings a ſecond time; ſeeing thoſe ve 
terſons who went under the notion of Republicans, did 
wt ſo much yet aim for the moſt part at the Change of 
» K 2 the 
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the Form of the Monarchical Government, as at the; 
minution of the Authority. And hence it might ben 

ſonably inferred, that the Earl well foreſeeing he 0 
not proceed directly to that which he aim at, b 
cunningly to take a round, which he judged would a 
duct him with more ſafety to the ſame end: And 
ſeeing no poſſibility of diſpoſſeſſing the King, he 
formed a deſign to diſinherit the Perſon that ought 
ſucceed him, being aſſured that the beſt Expedien 

- deſtroy the Regal Dignity, was to diſturb the Order 
| Succeſſion ; And that his Majeſty muſt needs foreſee! 

_ dangers ariſing from the Counſels of ſo pernicious a; 
' whoſe Authority in Court, Parliament and City, wa 

qually formidable as his Poli px. 
I will not take upon me to determine what great q 
vices his Majeſty has loſt by the diſcarding of this g 
Stateſman; he may want him in time, and be better þ 
ſuaded than ever of the Character himſelf has given ot 
of him, upon his Reſolution of a difficult Caſe, 
That he had a Chancellor who knew more Law than 
eee eee EN hope 
theſe Particulars be not new to your Lordſhip, 1 de, 
to know it, that I may be more cautious for the futyr 
my Intelligence, wherein I always aim at pleaſing je 
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rillon. His Wife's ill Succeſs in France. 
My Lord, 


| not doubt but 1 ſhould have perform'd a grateful part to 


St. Germain, who manag'd all Affairs between him and 


| 


. 12 * 


of the Duke of York's being in France twice, 
and cloſetted by the French King. Coleman's 
Rencounter with the French Enbaſſador Ba- 


— — 
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Her Petition to the French Ring, Return 
without Relief, and ber fatal End. 
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LIAD I been able to have given your Lordſhip 

1 ſome remarkable Paſſages relating to the Duke. 
and Mr. Cole man's Hiſtory, in the time the great Affair 
of the Popiſh Plot was in Vogue and Agitation; I do 
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you: yet 1 find ſomething fo ſingular and diverting 
therein, that 1 cannot but flatter my ſelf it will ſtill ja 
ſome meaſure prove agreeable. . Mr. Coleman had for 
along time manag'd the Intrigues between the French 
and Engliſh Courts, and that your Lordſhip well knows, 
for his Letters that were ſeiz'd and publiſh'd make it 
evident; and he was one of the chief Inſtruments to 
draw his Maſter, the Duke of York, into ſo cloſe a Cor- 
reſpondence with them as he was ingag'd in, of which 
your Lordſhip has heard before: and from the Year 
1675. to near the time he was arraign'd and condema'4 
tor the Popiſh Plot, I am free to acquaint you, Ay 
Lord, That all his Letters paſt through my Hands; being 
firſt directed to a French Gentleman, who took care to 
tranſmit them to me, with Orders to ſend them to Father 
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Father La Chaiſe: but 1 ſaw the Contents of few or 
- I © none 
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none of them, till lately 1 found them among otie; 
things of that kind in the Minutes of our. French Sectt. 
tary, and which is the Reaſon your Lordſhip has nal 
receiy'd this Account ſooner, At which I am ſure yoy 
cannot but ſtand aſtoniſhed, as I was my ſelf, when | 
- acquaint you, that 1 find it entred here, that the Duke 
of York was, during this famous Correſpondence, ty, 
feveral times in France, and cloſetted to boot by his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty (which by the way, unfolds the 
| Myſtery of the Propoſals 1 have formerly mentioned 
about trapanning the Princeſs into France) but it wi 
both times by Night, and the Works of Darkneſs, be 
tween One and Two of the Clock in the Morning 
truſty Perſons being ready poſted to introduce him. And 
one time a Counſellor of the Parliament of Paris, to whor 
ſome of Coleman's Letters were directed, happening a 
cidentally to let fall an Expreſſion, intimating, That N 
Duke of York was come thither in Perſon, tho it wag; 
nois'd up and down among the Courtiers it was Coleman 
he receiv'd a very ſevere Check for his unſeaſonable ln 
advertence; and, as a farther Puniſhment, he had ng 
more any Secrets communicated to him: for the Lett 
from thenceforward were diſtributed by another way 
The firſt time the Duke was cloſetted, was a little befor 
the ſecond Dutch War, to concert Meaſures how h 
ſhould be enabled to induce his Brother to give his Con 
ſent to it, to promote the French Deſigns thereby; lh 
was likewiſe our famous Admiral Sir Edward Sprarl 
for the ſame purpoſe, not very long after the Duke 
The ſecond time was a little before the Splendid an 
Extraordinary French Embaſly was ſent into Encland 
and wherein Meaſures were concerted how to induce oulfiſhy 
King to give his Conſent to have the Princeſs Mani 


; ; 0 co 

married into France; and in cafe that would not don li 

how to ſteal her, and ſend her away when they went wi 
off. But this Intrigue coming to be privately diſcover! 


to the King, by one of the Duke's great Confidents 
he had the cunning to diſſemble the matter, and too 
no manner of notice of it to the Duke his Brother, b 


ga x 
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ſecret Orders that a ſtrict Eye and a good Guard 
d be kept over the Princeſs, and would not permit 
de Duke to have her abroad upon any pretence whatſo- 
wer, till the Ambaſſadors were quite gone: ſaying, Ir 


permitted to flir abroad much, white the French.Sparks 
mtinued in England. And to prevent the like Plots up- 


ire which, had it taken effect, as he ſaid; 'wouid have 
ſhed him and his Government in an inſtant upon an 


* 


members, to the Prince of Orange, to the great re- 
ret and vexation of the French Court, and of the Duke 


im in continual Troubles for his ſake; nor how cloſely 
united with the: French Faction, who afterward 
reak?d' their Revenge for ſome time upon the Duke 
imſelf, but - chiefly upon the King, by their Intrigues, 
„bringing the following Popiſh Plot upon the ſtage. 
och the times the Duke was on this ſide, the King knew 
thing of, or at leaſt they deſigned he ſhould believe ſo, 


mes he brought Remittances for conſiderable Sums of 
ay; and the French were highly diſpleaſed at him for 


en his Daughter; ſo far, as that. they ſiſpended his 


ved the Duke to ſome-feeming Willingneſs to go over 


N likely to be declared from England againſt France. 


, bat Dutcheſs of portſmouth, and ſome other of their 
| : K 5 __Crea- 


would adminiſter Jealouſy to his People, if ſhe ſhould be 


on her for the future, and to pleaſe his People who were 
row upon the fret, and as they would have it here, out 
f diſpleaſure againſt ſuch an indirect and raſh Proce- - 


nevitable Rock; he married her, as your Lordſhip well 


do: who from thenceforward hath not cared how al- 
ot he expoſed” the King his Brother, by engaging of 


t thought he was retired for Indiſpoſition, yet both 


vs failure in the aforeſaid Match, and the, ſubſequent Plot 


Naſions, as they likewiſe did Coleman's, which made 
m both incline to revolt to the Spaniſh Faction, and 


u command the Engliſſ Forces in Flanders, in the War 


which they were eruelly revenged upon Mr. Coleman, 
W contriving his Ruin and Death; and againſt the Duke 
lork too, by the diſcovery of the. Popiſh Plot, in 
ich they were highly inſtrumental, and el imploying 8 


— 
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Creatures in our Court, who were bigotted to their l. 
tereſts, to promote the Bill of EHxcluſion, that fo th 

Prince might be brought under a neceſlity, as d 
thought, to return to, and abſolutely to'rely: upon they 
For when, in thoſe troubleſom Times, the Duke. . 
forced to. retire to Bruſſels, the French King was heard 
ſay, That had he followed his Counſel, and been en 
ſtant to him, he ſhould not have needed to rein 
_ Bruflels, or to any. other Place but France.“ But hoy 
ever, 1 find all was accommodated.again afterward, u 
the Duke got cloſer in with them than ever, when 
Whig- party gas they called it, was quaſhed, and thin 
were ripe for another Plot, called, The pr 
But however, before that Breach Wwe have ſpoken « 
with the Duke and Coleman, they were reſolved fiiſt 
get ſome Service out of them; for finding after the4 
iance with Holland, that our: King was ſomewhat i 
clined to comply with his Parhament's and People's l 
ſtances, as wa as thoſe made to him by the Confer: 
Miniſters, in declaring a War, in conjunction withithe 
againſt France, as appear'd by his Speech to the Path 
ment; but more by their voting a Fleet of ninety 
pital Men of War, and an Army. of nine and twen 
thouſand Land- Soldiers for that purpoſe; of all which 
does appear, Coleman ſent over hither a ſpeedy Accoun 
They then preſently renew'd their Penfions to him, a 
to the Duke for ſome time, with a ſolemn Promiſe of 
conſiderable Sum by way of Gratuity beſides, if d 
could ſo prevail, as to ſow ſuch Diſſenſions between 
King and Parliament, as might hinder #hoſe Preparato 
from, being ſeconded by an actual Declaration of Wa 
which they did effectually: for they had, by their Cr 
\ tures, inſpired into the Heads of the moſt ſtirring : 


active Members of the Houſe, that the Pretence of 

againſt France was only a Court - triek to get Mony, the 
a Standing-Army to enſlave the Nation; and: therefore ab 
were not their beſt way to truſt the King with Mon AA 
that purpoſe, unleſs it were at certain moderate du he | 


and wich ſuch Limitations as might ſecure them from 
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Arbitrary Deſigns, and from Intrigues with the French. 
And at the ſame time it was infuſed, with much Artifice, 


War againſt France without an unconditional Vote for 
ſufficient Supplies, and that in very conſiderable Sums 


the War laſted; that he was an undone and loſt Man, 
and would, by that falſe ſtep, be infallibly. unhinged. 
By which Artifices a Declaration of War againſt France 
as ſo; long protracted, till the Hollanders deſpairing of 
any good from England, were neceſſitated to clap up a 
ſeparate Peace (which the French, with all diligence, 

poſed to them) whilſt the King and Parliament in 
England were diſputing the Caſe about Funds for the- 
War. My Lord, I have been neceſſitated to recapitulate 
WJ ſome things here, which I remember I have written a 
lager Account of to your Lordſhip, and that becauſe 
could not well otherwiſe have brought in the ſucceed- 
aff] ing part of Mr. Coleman's Hiſtory z who, to ſay nothing 
gen of the Duke, having effected the foremention'd Divi- 
unn bons, Jealouſies and Diſputes, claimed his promiſed Re- 
vad of Monſieur Barillon, the French Ambaſſador at 
heul London, having yet received but one Payment of it. 
ich but the ſly Monſieur finding his Buſineſs was ſo far done, 
un that he was able to go on with the reſt himſelf with. 
1 9ut their aſſiſtance, put him off at firſt with fair Words; 
oll but Coleman ill renewing his Inſtances, Barillan began 
w ſlight his Applications, and at laſt told him in down- 
night Terms, he had no orders to pay him any more Mo- 
An: that he had received enough for the Buſineſs he bad 
bone; ſince there were other Inſtruments which he had 
bere, who had done more, and been much more ſer- 
iceable in it than himſelf: And in a word, That his 
later, the French King, had no further occaſion for 
the Service of ſuch a ſaucy, impertinent, and inconſide- 
ore iable Fellow as he was. Coleman was nettled to the 
wick at this unexpected Treatment, which he conceiv'd 
e had not deſerved at their hands; and therefore he re- 


into the King's Head, that if he once ventured on a 


at once; as for example, of ſo much yearly as long as 


Ned again as warmly, ſaying, © That for his part he 
85 | + lad 
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lon thereupon anſwered, © That his Maſter would be ſur 


did but offer to depart ſo much from his own Interef 
'© as to quit theirs, 


ing of this? that your Coach ſtands right before ny 


©. So indeed, ſaid Coleman, I uſed to place it, when | 


Specimens of incomparable. Wit. and Parts, in * 


— ]7«7R 7 ·˙ —— — 


© had neglected much greater Rewards than what he de. 
© manded of him, and which were his juſt Due, which 
© he might haye had from the Confederate Party an 
© that. now fince he found he was ſo lighted, he ſhoulg 
© take care to let them ſee they ſhould find the miſs of his 
© Services, by what he would, and was reſolved to do for 
© the other ſide, and that he queſtioned not but to brin 
© the Duke his Maſter to be quickly of his mind.“ Bari. 


< to find them ſuch Imployment in a ſhort time, that they 
© ſhould have no leiſure to think of ſerving the Confede 
< rates, or hunting the French in Flanders; having alreaq 
< ſuch a pack of Hounds in readineſs, as would quickly 
«© ſnap him, and hunt his Maſter too off his Legs, if he 


After this mutual Huff, Coleman going to take hi 
Jeave of Monſieur Barillon, the 2 retaining ſtil... 
a ſpice of French Civility, came to attend him to th 
Gate, where, ſecing Coleman's Coach ſtanding right be 
fore it ; © Sir, faid he briskly ro him, what is the mean 


Poor, that is no Place for a Perſon of your mean di 
tion and Qualit. . 

© That's ſtrange, Monſieur, anſwered Coleman, | 
© ſhould be of meaner Quality now, than I uſed to be 
4 there, you know well enough, it uſed to ſtand ; but 
pray where would you have it to ſtand then, continu 
< he?“ Two or three Doors off, cryed Barillos, 


© went to a Bawdy-houſe ; but I did not take yours t 
be ſach till: now, and ſo adieu.“ It was but a fen 
days after this rencounter, my Lord, that Coleman w. 
ſeized for the Popiſh Plot; at the news of whic 
the Diſcourſe was at the French Secretaries, that Col 
man would certainly pay dear for having adyenturi 
to diſpleaſe the King their Maſter. ; for that they had pet 
fuaded the conceited Fool to keep his Papers all. by him port 
which they flatter d him, were rare Compoſitions, aum 
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ey aid were things, not only enough to hang him out 


{the way, but ſo to hamper the King and Duke too, and 
wolve em in ſuch Troubles, that they would be olad 


rates, and ſo return again to their Intereſt at laſt, as 
poſt expedient for them; and that they had employed 
h Tools as would not fail to diſcoyer all their In- 
jioues, and be, in ſpite of their Teeth, forced to Acts 
f Repentance and Sorrow for what they had done. And 
i fine, when Coleman was condemned, and the Duke 
ould have interpoſed for a Pardon for him, Monſieur 
urilloa oppoſed it tooth and nail; and ſaid, © He ought 
to be ſacrificed upon that occaſion, and that if he were 
not, the King his Maſter would find means to haye a 
vorſe Diſcovery made, than all that had yet been made 
wo appear out of his Papers, or otherwiſe.” After 
Woman was hanged, his Wife reduced to a forlorn ſtate, 
Wired into France, and preſented a Petition to the 
nch King, to this effect: 
That her late Husband, beſides his many other 
ar good and timous Services done to his moſt Chriſtian 
WE Majeſty, had upon his Inſtances by his Miniſter at 
u London, hired an Houſe in Deans- yard in Weſtminſter, 
of a conſiderable Rent, ſome time before that Seſſion 
ef Parliament, wherein the Matter of a War againſt 
the Kingdom of France was to be debated and agitated, 
Wor the better Convenience of treating ſome Members 
of Parliament, and ſome other Gentlemen that had 


%, laſuence over them: That he had expended conſide- 
en Andle Sums of Mony that way; as he had done in like 


manner among other uſeful Inſtruments he had in the 
Country, as well as the City, for promoting his Majeſ- 
y's Seryice in England: for which he had declined 
much greater Rewards from the Spaniſh, Imperial and 
Dutch Miniſters, and other Agents, than he expected or 
eſired from him, whom he ſerved more by Inclina- 
ion than Intereſt, And that he had had the good 
fortune happily to effect the great Task impoſed on 
by his moſt. Chriſtian Majeſty's Commands, in di- 
| „ 6 viding 


„qt all their Thoughts of leaning towards the Conf. 
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e viding the King of England and his Parliament, 3 
« breaking the neck of the intended War againſt Fray; 


| © ed, Monſteur Barillon had refuſed to pay him bis 


* . 


ment of her Husband's Arrears, c.“ 


to her, and would not give her one Farthing. Which 


after I had tranſcribed it, I delivered to the Engliſh E 
to be ſent to King Charles II. that he might ſee hi 


Paris, April 7. Your moſt Humble, an 


your Lordſhip, as they have been Incitatives for me 
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© [That yet for all that, when his Work was accomyli 


© pences; and never had 1 5 him one quarter of j 
© Sum he: was to have had for that Affair, and much j 


© the Expences he had been at. And that now at laſt 


© had loſt his dear Life for ſerving his Majeſty ; by yl 
© ſad Diſaſter, ſhe and her Family were ruined, and 
© duced to Miſery and great Want; ſhe therefore hy 
© bly beſought his Majeſty, if he would be pleaſed to 
© nothing elſe for her, that he would order her the; 


To which Petition, my Lord, this Court reply'd, T 
Mr. Coleman, her Husband, had had more Mony fr 
them than he deſerved. . That he had been a falſe i 
conſtant Raſcal, . and had brought himſelf to that ſha 
ful end by his own Folly and Knavery ; having had 


Impudence to threaten his Majeſty's Ambaſſador, to til 


cat in pan, &c. That his Majeſty had nothing to 
ly Anſwer ſo thunder-ſtruck the poor Woman, that 


returned over into England fo enraged, and in ſuc; 


dreadful Fit of Deſpair, that ſhe miſerably cut her o 
Throat, at her Lodging in London. Which Relation a 
Copy of the Petition, 1 had delivered me by an Eg 
Priel, who was Coleman's Wife's Confeſſor, and whi 


his Brother's Creatures ſerved him: but how he rept 
ſented it, is beyond my knowledg to tell. I have bt 
tedious, and am afraid troubleſome to your Lordſhip 
a long Epiſtle; but the Curioſities whereof the vari 
parts of it are compoſed, will I hope be as powerful a 
nitive againſt any Diſpleaſure I may have incurred fr 


write it; who am, My Lord, 
e bee 


part I. of WRITE-HALII. 207 


166900000000 eee 


LETTER LXIX. 


of the Marguiſs de Louvois's . being in Eng- 
land ſeveral times in King Charles the Se- 
' cond's Reign, and about what Buſineſs. 


My Lord, | Os 
IN. my laſt to your Lordſhip, I have given ſome In- 

timations concerning the Duke's being in France, 
and cloſetteq by the French King; and of Mr. Coleman's 
e Negotiations and Imbroilments with this Court, together 
an ich his Wife's calamitous Life, and tragical Death ; 
sich 1 believe were wholly new to you: and I can- 
not think but that of the Marquiſs de Louvois, our great 


0 Miniſter of State here, his being again and again in 
b England, and cloſetted there with the King and Duke, 
i muft be equally ſtrange and ſurprizing to you. But tho 
uch 


it be a Secret, I verily believe, to all other Perſons 
oon your fide, except the two foremention'd, yet it is 


n Wnot ſo entirely ſuch here, eſpecially in our Office, 


a That he has been wanting ſometimes, and hardly an 
of his Family knew what was become of him, is ck 
certain ; and upon ſuch Occaſions, it was ſometimes gi- 


5 that he was ſent into Flanders, Alſatia, & c. whither he 
he rode in a Litter, that his Journeys into Fngland were 


be was cloſetted. „ 
1. About a year before the breaking out of the ſecond 


King and his Brother to concert the Preparations for, 
W manner of carrying on the War. x 


1 2. To 


yen out he was indiſpos'd in the Country; ſometimes 


cerwards went actually with fo much Expedition, tho 


E ooo oo ne en et D 
. 2 # - - £ 


never perceiv'd. I find two ſeveral Occaſions wherein 


Dutch War, when he was ſent particularly to help the 
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2, To concert Meaſures how to ſtave off the Effe 
of the Popiſh Plot, by remitting of Mony to diſſ 
Parliaments, and by other Methods, when they ſay dh 
were carrying things farther than the French Inte 
required to have them driven, but upon condition | 
two Brothers ſhould not depart from their Intereſts { 
the future; to complot Meaſures how to enſnare f 
Proteſtant Party, and eſpecially the high Patriots in 
Plot that ſhould quite extinguiſh the Popiſh one, a 
give the Duke of Tork opportunity to cut off all thy 
who ſtood in the way between him and the Crown, a 
between the Crown and abſolute Power. All whit 
Cloſetings have been very ſhort as well as private, 
perform'd with incredible Diligence, and of which thi {MW 
all I am able to inform your Lordſhip, and with whi 
1 conclude; remaining, | 


| | My Lord, _ 
Paris, May 16. Tour Lordſhip*s 
1683. N. S. _ Moſt Humble Serv 


S dle EAT K Eb 
IBT TRR LI. 
Of that call'd the Presbyterian Plot. 


Vas a little tranſported with Joy to find your Lot 
J ſhip's Name was not inſerted in the Liſt 1 have (ef 
of Perſons taken up for the Plot; 1 have had the Van 
to flatter my ſelf, that ſome things that 1 have writ lat 
ly to your Honour concerning Monſieur Louvois's Neg 
tiations in- England, may inſpire. you with a more th: 
ordinary Caution upon ſuch an occaſion: wherein, we 

it ſhall lie with your Lordſhip's Conveniency to let m 
have a Line from you, I do not deſire ſo much to 

fatisfy'd, as what Rules 1 am to obſerve for 2 8 | 
ndud 


. CSCO 
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duct, in reſpect to my Correſpondence; ſince I 

we ſome reaſon to ſuſpect your Honour may be uneaſy 
er the preſent Circumſtances of things, and, I haye 
Wd, unſettled too. I have little to ſay at preſent how 
IM he Miniſters of this Court are engag'd in ſtarting of 
s Conſpiracy 3 what 1 have formerly written concern- 
their Management of the ſeveral Factions in England, 
V give your Lordſhip ſome View of their Deſigns : 
t what they generally ſay of it, is, That it was now 
onable to ſet up a Proteſtant one, as a freſh Game. 
jd ſince by their ſtrong Concurrence, when they ſaw 
ime, they had enabled the King to flifle the other 
piſh one, and thereby diverted the Current of his 
ns ready to fall upon them; it was neceſſary, having 
" Deſigns of Conqueſts in view (and what can it be 
t Luxemburg, block d up by them laſt year?) to raiſea a 
7 Diſturbance in his Dominions, which could not be 
ter effected now, than by ſtarting a Plot of another 
np; which would not only incapacitate the King to 
rrpoſe, and put a ſtop to their Career, but alſo be 
effectual Means to make the holding of Parliaments 
rafticable at leaſt for a time, and tie him quite 
tin a manner to their King's Purſe-ſtrings, towards 
ich they had by the other Plot made fuch conſidera- 
Advances, 1 do preſume your Lordſhip retains the 
ne Engliſh Spirit you were ever Maſter of, and are as 
ſtant, notwithſtanding all the Viciſſitudes of State 
t have happen'd in your time, which is the reaſon I 
ain ſtil] my uſual Freedom; who am, 


* 


" ris, July 21. * 
* 683. N. 8. Your Humble Servant. 
late | | 
Lege 
thi 
whe 
t m 
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ſu 
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EXX ET EE ALE LT AMELELYY 


LETTER LXXL 


Of the Model of Ships ſent by King Char. 
the Second to the French King, &c, 


My Lord, | 0 
] Do preſume it is a matter no longer doubted of 

our King is fallen in more than ever with the Inte 
of this Court; the many Models and Draughts of $ 
which he has ſent over hither, and ſome whereof 1k 
ſeen at the Marquiſs de Lowvois's, is a convincing Prov 
it: though they are ſomewhat deſirous to give it 
ther Term here, and fay, His Britannick Majeſty is 
known to be the only Prince in the World that uni 
ſtands Shipping the beſt; and that only out of a | 
Vanity, to ſhew his you Abilities in that way, he 
divers Models, not only into France, but elſewhere 
though the real Cauſe, as I have heard it whiſper'd, 
his want of Jealouſy, and withal to coaks as much Mi 
out of them as he could. And in order to enhance 
fame, he ſent alſo Artiſts over as well as Models; 
which, by the Account 1 have ſeen, though it ſeems 
be ſomewhat imperfe& as to the Particulars, he 
already receiy*d at times above 600000 Pounds Ster 
Which is all the Particulars I could ever attain to in 
lation to this matter, that I know is the moſt ungrat 
to your Lordſhip to underſtand, perhaps of any! 
that has at any time dropped from my Pen, and th 
fore I am glad 'tis thus contracted; as I am alyay 
an opportunity to acknowledge how much 1 am, 


Paris, June 4. _ My Lord, ; 
1684. N. Ss. Your Lordſhip's 
„ Moſt Humble 11 
| 5 


— _———_ 
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r e r r re r r To FoTo Lett 
I T R LXXIE. 
W WO conduct of the Court of France towards 


the Duke of York, during his Abode in 
Flanders and Scotland, &c. 


' My Lord, STI 5 
VO UR Lordſhip will hardly believe the Treachery 
of the Miniſters of this Court, who ſince I have 
own them, would ſtick at no manner of Villany to 
zin their ends; and our unhappy Princes have from 
me to time given them but too much opportunity to 
Fork their Deſigns through their own ſides. And this 
| haye already made to appear by ſeveral Inſtances to 
jour Lordſhip, and ſhall further now, by obſerving, that 
otwichſtanding his Royal Highneſs's Compliance with 
tem in the Buſineſs of marrying his Daughter, fo far 
he could, and upon divers other Occaſions, as I have 
ormerly hinted ; yet at the ſame time, when he was 
dre d to retire to Bruſſeis, they were very angry with 
lim, and almoſt all the reſt of the Engliſu Papiſts, be- 
ruſe ſo many of them had ſeem'd zealous to ſerve the 
pariſh Intereſt, under the Duke in Flanders: nay, and 
bie French King himſelf was heard to ſay, That had he 
julow'd his Counſel, and had been conſtant to him, he 
ould not have needed to retire to Bruſſels, or to any 
uber place but France; as I think I mention'd before to 
our Lordſhip, Though they ſeem'd afterward to mol- 
ly ſomewhat towards lim, yet they ſet their Emiſſaries 
on work in England and Stotland, to deal. with ſome 
erſons, about whom they had formerly got ſome light 
n Monſieur Ruvign?'s time, to get the Duke ſent into 
borland, to make a Party there, while they privately en- 
gig d the Dutcheſs of Portſmouth, and the Excluſioners 
in 


SY 
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in England, to do their utmoſt, both in Court and Þ 
liament, to get him excluded from the Succeſſion; 
hopes, and with this accurſed View, that England b. 
ing proceeded ſo far, as to put him by the Succeſſi 
Scotland would declare for him; and ſo the two Kir 
doms be rent in ſunder, and afflicted with a tedi 
War, wherein they had reſolv'd to aſſiſt the latter. A 
yet, my Lord, *tis ſtrange to think it, yet ſo it is, 
they were not true to him even there; for they got it 
vately propos d to a certain noble Family in the Kingdo 
of Scotland, deriv'd from the Blood Royal, that if t 
would put in a claim to the Scotch Crown, and the 
off the Title of the two Brothers, upon Pretenſions 
be . to them, and that Scotland would ſet 
again for a Kingdom under a King of its own, and iy, 9 
new their antient League with France; they ſnould 


111 


aſſiſted effectually, and ſhould beſides have the Lands rl 
the Dutchy of Chatelleraut, and the Honours and Laub 


of Aubony, &c. with many other Additions reſtor'd 
them; and over and above all this, a large annual be 
ſion, and all the old Privileges granted formerly to 
Scotch Nation renew'd, and conſiderably augments 
But though, my Lord, that Noble Family refus'd to he: 
ken to theſe their treacherous Invitations, yet there c 
not a greater Inſtance ſcarce be given of their villanolif 
- Deſigns than this, which I could not but communic 
to your Lordſhip upon this occaſion ; who am, 


Paris, Sept. VVV 
1684. N. 5. TDour Humble Serua 


aa 
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Nas K S. K. K f. S 
LETTER LXXII. 
King Charles the Second's Reſolution 4 
little before his Death, to alter his Method 
if Government. . 


My Lord, „ 

Im very well fatisfy'd your Lordſhip muſt know, in 
a great meaſure, the preſent Reſolutions of the King, 
reſpet to his future Government, when you know 
rel by whoſe Agency he was at firſt undeceiy'd, and 
whoſe Counſel and Aſſiſtance he intends to proceed; 
the Miniſters here have too many Agents till about 
to remain long ignorant of the Deſign, and are not 
ile alarm'd to underſtand his Majeſty hath reſolv'd 
reſtore all Charters, to call a Parliament, and thereby 
get a moderate Liberty ſettled on Diſſenters, and to 
e the Boundaries of Prerogative, Parliamentary Pri- 
ges, and Popular Ln ſo clearly ſettled and ex- 


id, that there may ariſe no more Diſputes about 


m between King and People for the future; and that 
ſtall be made Treaſon after that, even in Parliament, 


vad explain'd Prerogatives, or to the Parliament and 
ples declar'd Privileges and Liberties: and that all 
acers, Military and Civil, ſhall be equally ſworn to 
kintain the one as well as the other. That the Duke, 
the preſent, ſhall. be ſollicited to go for Scotland, at- 
ded with ſuch Perſons as would take care to obſerve 
Steps narrowly 3 and that in his abſence the Princeſs 
lary be declar'd Heir Preſumptive to the Crown, and 
e Prince invited to reſide with her in England till the 


J 


ce to move any thing prejudicial to the King's declard 


ugs Death.; and the Duke totally excluded, and 27 | 
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fin'd to live at Modena or Rome, and not in this Kin 


dom, or elſewhere, but to have all his Revenues alloy 
him: and that if he prove refractory, and refuſe to Mn 
tire any where elſe but into France; that then he (gi 
not only be depriv'd of his Revenue, but be altogeth 

confin'd in ſome Caſtle in England under a good Guard, 7 


cc. I do not queſtion, my Lord, but this Matter is ſuf 
ciently aggravated by the French Emiſſaries, and pe 
haps there may be ſomething more in it than J am ab 
to fathom ; however it was my Duty to tranſmit th 
ſame as I find it repreſented, though your Lordſhip ma 
know much more truly the Fact, than, 


paris, Jan. 4. My Lord, 
1685. N.S, | Your Humble Servant, 


FE 
IL. B IT T NN XXIV. 
King Charles the Second's Death. 


My Tord, IR 
* R Lordſhip may expect I ſhould acquaint yo 
how much ſurpriz d 1 was at the News of thi 
King's Death; but the Manner it was receiv'd here qui 
drown'd my Aſtoniſhment in that kind, and ſo it wou 
any true Engliſhman, to ſee this Court have the News e 
his Majeſty's Death, or at leaſt pretend to have it, and giv 
Orders for Mourning before our Engliſb Envoy had an 
ſuch notice given: ſo that when he came, according t 
Cuſtom, to give intimation of it, all the Court was ſee 
in Mourning before night, and all Perſons of Note i 
this City the next day. I'll leave your Lordſhip to n 


fle& upon the Tranſactions and Circumſtances of i © 
which, though comprehended in a few words, may dr 
If [0 


ford a larger Field of Thought, than any thing my Miau 
cal 


; preſent ſuggeſt to me, or my Intelligence reach 
; but it puts me in mind of ſomewhat, 1 think, 1 
zn in my laſt to your Lordſhip, and fo 1 ſuppoſe 
eo your Honour, if it has not already, I am, 


Feb. 22. My Lord, 
5. N. S. Your Humble Servant. 


m 
LET THER LANNY. - 


Ing James (when Duke of York) his 
ver ſion to the Popiſn Religion; how and 
hen it waͤs done, QC. 


U Lord, 

UR Lordſhip cannot imagine how over: joy'd both 

Court and Country are here, upon the News of the 

7s going publickly to the Roman Catholic Chappel, 

bs Aſſumption of the Crown; and many and various 
vurſes it has occaſion'd concerning his firſt embra- 

the Roman Faith: an Account whereof may not 
aps be unpleaſing to your Lordſhip ; and therefore 
all endeavour to gratify your Honour therein, to the 
oſt of my power. Some have been of opinion, 
the Zeal, Example, and Exhortations of the Queen 
Mother; to whom he ſeemed always to pay the grea- 
deference, had wrought this Change early in him; 
that the long Converſation he had had with thoſe of 
Reman Communion in France, Flanders, and other 


50 
70 
quit 
voul 
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( 
ol 5, had fortify d him in the ſame Sentiments he had 
\te Ne imbibed, and which at laſt appeared in an open 
to lion. But, however this has a very great appea- 


of ine of Truth, it's utterly _— here; and averred 

ay I great Elogiums upon him, that it hapned to him as 

Nine to one of the Antients, as recorded in Holy Writ, 
cal „„ „„ that 


_ — — — - 


leiſure enough to read, he lighted there upon 


of his People, and to intimate his Will unto them, 


Diſpenſation, the Apoſtles inſpired with Heavenly 
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that he ſhould find in the Gall of a Monſter, that wx 
bout to devour him, that wherewith to cure him of 
Blindneſs, For that it was-in reading of the Hiſtory 
the Reformation, written by a Proteſtant Author, tha 
came to ſee the Error wherein his Birth had engaged 
That when he was obliged, when in Exile, to leaye 
Kingdom of France, and to retire to Bruſſels; hay 


Hiſtory of the Reformation, written by Dr. Heylin, y 
he read with much attention; and notwithſtanding 
many ſtrained Pretences (fay they) which the Proteſt 
made uſe of to colour the Schiſm of their County, 
clearly ſaw that their Separation, ſo plainly contrary 
the Maxim of Unity, which is the Foundation of 
Church, was nothing elſe but a mere Effect of Hun 
Paſſions : That it was the Diſſolute Lifg, and Inco 
nency of King Henry VIII. the Ambition of the D 
of Somerſet, the Policy of Queen Elizabeth, the {4 
rice of thoſe that were greedy to ſeize upon the Re 
nues of the Church, had been che principal Cauſes 
that Change, wherein the Spirit of God had no conce 
That upon reflecting with himſelf, That God of old 

uſe of Prophets of a moſt Holy Life, to be the Gu 


reſpect to Religion; and upon the change of the Dig 


tue, and more like to diſembody'd Angels than a 
Men, preached the Goſpel; and that upon Diſord: 
and Irregularities, both under the one and the 0 
Teſtament; they were not carnal Perſons, vindid 


souls, ambitious Spirits, that had preached Reformatic 


but Men full of Moſes's Spirit, or of Chriſt's, the 0 
Channels worthy to receive the Waters which run tt 
his living Sources, ſo as there might be no room let 
render them ſuſpected of Corruption or Falſity : he in 
thenceforward became a Roman Catholick in his ht 
That he had acquainted the King his Brother with 
ſoon after the Reſtoration, who bighly applauded hl 
but engaged him to put that reſtraint upon himſel, i} _ 
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keep it ſecret, But that ſome years after, having b 
Conduct, given occaſion to others to obſerve his 
hens more mari, and finding he was not cordial to 
* Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt; they fay here, the 
Irchbilhop of Canterbury, and two of his Brethren, 
onſtrated the fame to him; that he heard them with 
«ch Patience, and did not decline to confer with them: 
tthat their Conferences and Arguments were ſo far 
om ſtaggering and ſeducing of him, that they confirm'd 
in the more in the Faith. And they fay farther, That 
it was given out in England, that the late Dutcheſs 
Fork's Complaiſance to the Duke her Husband had 
tought her Converſion to the Romzſb Church, in the 
mmunion of which ſhe dy'd ; yet it was notoriouſly 
|; for that ſhe was brought over by a very remarka- 
Eyent, next to a Miracle, by reading the ſame Book 
had converted the Duke. But I ſhall trouble your 
(ndſhip no more with a Matter, which, 1 am ſure, 
u cannot think of, without Trouble of Mind; and ſo 
am” n, , | | 7 


My Lord, 
fit, March 2. | 6 
1685, N. S. Your Honour's to Serve 


and Command. 
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Ht OF e 
LETTER LXXVI. 


Of the Duke of Monmouth's being in Ho 
land; and bow King James's Deſign to ſei 
him there miſcarry d. . 


My Lord, h | 
HE Misfortunes of the Duke of Monmouth int 
| King his Father's time, are better known to i 
Lordſhip, than 1 can pretend to inform you; and t 
when he was forced to quit England for his own Safe 
and that it came to be known he was retired into 
land, the Duke and French Emiſſaries never left im 
tuning the King to ſend to the States and Prince of 
range, to drive him from thence; alledging continu: 
that there were very great Honours done him by 
States, and eſpecially by the Prince of Orange, who 
given his Troops Orders to ſalute him at their Reit 
whenever he came to ſee them, deſigning thereb 
make that Republick, and eſpecially the Prince of 0r 
more and more obnoxious to the King: ſo that he! 
at laſt Orders to his Ambaſſador, Mr. Chudley, at 
Hague, to forbid the Engliſh Troops in that Servidf | 
ſhew the Duke any reſpect. Having gained this 2 
and that they might embroil the King and Prince o 
range the more, Chudley was inſtructed to make 
Officers of the ſaid Regiments acquainted with the a 
mentioned Orders, without firſt giving the Prince 
_ tice thereof, under whoſe Command they were, iſ 
they knew well enough the Prince could not but rt 
as he did accordingly ; threatning Chudley for in 
ring with his Authority without his leave: and thi 
on the Ambaſſador's Complaint to the King his 
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lich was ſufficiently improved and aggravated by the 
de and French Agents about him, incenſed him ſo If 
inſt the Prince, that he difpatched Letters to Chudley, vi 
bidding him to ſee the Prince, And thus Matters | 
pod when the late King died; but the Brother ſucceed- Fl 
jo, he ſet all his Engines on work, how he might get 1 
e Duke of Monmouth into his clutches dead or alive. 
lt the French Agents, my Lord, did not think that now 
kir Intereſt, which, in the late Reign, they would have | | 
en any Mony to effect; and therefore by their 
lorreſpondents in Holland, they got the Duke ſecretly | 
ertifed of the Danger, who thereupon withdrew to 
Iuſels, 1 know, my Lord, they gave it out, that the 
ice of Orange, by his Favourite Monſieur Bentink, 
it the Duke made acquainted therewith, and that he 
ye him Mony to go to Bruſſels, (it was both honoura- 
and charitably done of him, if it was ſo, to a diſ- 
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oled Gentleman) the French xr, thereby to make 
mol father-in-law more irreconcilable to his Highneſs, now 


was King, than when he was Duke of York ; tho this 
| was to diſſemble it for a time; and, upon his Ac- 
fon to the Throne, to teſtify to the Prince, the ſincere 
eure he had to live with him, rather as a Father, than 
eric Ally and neighbouring King, I have had ſufficieat Ex- 
rebyſMWence, my Lord, of your great Honour, Integrity, and 
oa Affection; which makes me thus bold in a matter 
he MW nice at this time: and ſo concludes, » 
by | | 

ery! 
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My Lord, 


is, March 17. | WE, 
1685. N. 8. Your Humble Servant, 
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I. ET TE R LXXVI. 


Of King James's being crowned by the Arc 
Biſhop of Canterbury. 


My Lord, : 

T has been a matter of much Diſcourſe and Ref 

tion here, that our King ſhould be crowned by f 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and not by one of the | 
man Communion ; It was expected, that ſince he h 
begun ſo briskly and openly to declare himſelf for R 
he would not have ſtuck at being inaugurated by a 
man Biſhop, I find by the return made hither up- 
this Subject, that his Inclinations were violent enou 
for the latter; but that the Reaſon of his Non-cai 
pliance was, that having at his Aſſumption of the Croj 
declared to the Council, and by them to his Peop 
That he would maintain the Church and State of E 
land, as by Law Eſtabliſhed ; and that the Ceremony M 
his Coronation was ſuch as the Laws of the Land , 
preſcribe ; he thought it was a little too early to beg 
and that by ſo publick an Act, which, to be fire, wo 
be interpreted not only as the moſt manifeſt Violation 
the National Conſtitution, but the Preludium to a dey 
tick Power, which no Man knew the end of, 1 
not trouble your Lordſhip with a Repetition of t 
Arguments uſed here by the Gentlemen of the Row 
Church, pro and con, upon the Lawfulneſs and Un 
fulneſs of ſuch a Compliance by a Catholick King 
the Church of England, which, tho the eſtabliſhed or 
they look upon to be falſe to the Truth, as being 
ters which 1 ſuppoſe your Lordſhip cares not for: 
therefore having nothing further wherewith to enten 


V( 
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jou, that is worth tranſmitting, I conclude; ſubſcribing 
my ſelf, | | 
l 2 My Lord, 

paris, May 5. Your Honour's a 
168 5. N. S. moſt Humble Servant. 


Aer 2h Oh tt nere 
CETTERKE LXxXVIR 


f the Duke of Monmouth's and the Earl 
Fl of Argyle's Invaſions and Overthrows, and 
„ the Prince of Orange's offering to ſerve 
ol 424in5t the former; how his Offer was ma- 
ld {ic:ouſly interpreted, ana rejected. 


up | 

ou My Lord, | , 

co HE Reaſon of my long Silence to your Lordſhip, 
00 I hope, will not be interpreted by you, as any 
7 Weinen much leſs Neglect of your Honour's Com- 


mands and Expectation. I am too ſenſible of the ma- 


1 a5 Obligations that have been heaped upon me from 


time to time, to be guilty of ſo notorious a Crime; but 
the want of ſomewhat that was ſolid and grateful to your 
Lordſhip, has been one genuine Cauſe that obſtructed 


elf knows very well, the private Orders given in Eng- 
land to open all Letters, whether Domeſtick or Foreign: 
and ſince I had for ſo long a time continued to write to 
bur Lordſhip, and that undiſcover'd, I was not willing 

for want of a little prudent Caution and jr” Ogg in 
* ſuch a juncture, either to expoſe your Lordſhip to any 


my Correſpondence; to which 1 may add what your 


hazard, or thereby for ever to exclude my ſelf from any: 

> ff farther Correſpondence with you; whom I ſo much love 
and honour. But now, my Lord, underſtanding that 

6 he Storm is over in England, by the Defeat and Death 

| „ of 
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of the Duke; as we have had ſome days ago an &; 
count from Scotland of the like Misfortune to have + 
tended the Earl of Argyle; I have adventured to falws 
you with theſe Lines, and to tell my Thoughts frech 
upon the matter, I muſt confeſs, I never had any grei 
Opinion of either of the Expeditions, becauſe concertel 


by Men who had very different ends in what they did {Was 
the Duke and ſome others for Monarchy, but the great dt 
part Republicans: and therefore 1 do not wonder the The 
whole hath miſcarry'd ; eſpecially when I can aſſure you do 
Lordſhip, both the one and the other were (tho very priſon 
vately) abetted by Frexch Agents io undertake ſuch a 
Expedition. Such a Procedure may well be wonder'd at! 
I confeſs, ſince there was apparently fo little advantage Had 
like to ariſe to the French Court therefrom ; but beſide f 
their loving always to fiſh in troubled Waters, they hal 
ſomewhat in them that is very like the Devil, who love 
to do Miſchief, tho with no Benefit to himſelf. BUI. 


whatever the World may think hereof, thoſe who ar 
fled, that eſcaped from either Kingdom after the Defeali 
are as kindly received here, as thoſe who formerly fie 
from the Popiſh Conſpiracy ; but yet they are daily ſiſie 
and examined by the Spies that continually haunt them 
] would gladly know, might I have the Honour, yo 
Lordſhip's Sentiments of both Deſcents, and the M 
carriage of them. To be plain with you, 1 own 1 hai 
very different Apprehenſions of them, now they ar of 
over, than I had at firſt ; and the rather, becauſe ti 

Prince of Orange ſo much reſented it; tho moſt mal 


ciouſly interpreted by the King, and his Popiſh Counci . 

whetted on by Gallican Agents. When the Prince ha 

the firſt News of the Duke's Landing in England, he ad . 

quainted Mr. Skelton the King's Ambaſſador, that ti 

Duke of Monmouth, tho he were a Perſon but of i ] 
different Parts, yet he had a warlike Genius, and ha 


more Experience and Skill in the Art of War, than mo 

of them employed againſt him. That for his part, 

the King his Father-in-law pleaſed, he would aſſiſt hi 

on that occaſion, not only with his Troops, but . far 
: 


/ 
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lis Perſon alſo; and to that end was ſending Mr. Ben- 
ock over to England, to know the King's pleaſure, But 
gelton, malevolent enough of himſelf, and farther in- 
fuenc'd with Malice againſt the Prince by French Incen- 
daries, took care to inform the King before Bentinck 
ame, that ſuch Aſſiſtance as was propoſed by the Prince 
yas very dangerous, and much to the ſame purpoſe; ſo 
that upon Mr. Bentinck's Motion, the King anſwer'd, 
That their. common Intereſt required, that the Prince 
ou bould ſtay in Holland; and gave ſuch further Expreſ- 
pu ions of his Mind upon that occaſion, that plainly diſ- 
 aMicover'd, that ſuch a Zeal in the Prince was n un- 
ſaſonable, and not free from Suſpicion. With which, 
and a grateful Acknowledgment of all your Lordſhip's 
Favours to me and my Family upon all Occaſions; 7 
ſhall now conclude, and for ever remain, 


My Lord, 
Tour Lordſhip's 
moſt Humble Servant, 


Paris, Aug. 24. 
< 1635, N. 8. 


Ern 


Of the Methods propoſed, and Arguments uſed 


% King James, for carrying on the Diſpen- 
ſing Power. | | 


My Lord, 

HAT the Kin? intends to aſſume a Power into 

his hands of diſpenſing. with Penal Laws againit 
Recuſants, 1 believe your Lordſhip may be ſenſible of 
by this time; ſince it's manifeſt, that notwithſtanding the 
Pariament's Remonſtrance to the contrary, he retains 
the Popiſh Officers {till in his Service; and that it is ſo 
lar from being a Secret here, that J can oblige your 


YEE WOT FOI 


L4 Lo rd- | 


_— C—_— —— 


— — _— 7 TY" . * 8 — — : 
. ea 5 Ir ary ore DAE DT OR; 2/4 Ps CI , " * 
Fg * * 7 S N 9 8 —— o 2 
1 — 


— 
* 


— IgE; 


3 — 


r 


"AIDES. 
— — 


— 


—— — 
8 N 


— r 
, , ve 
—— Oe 


224 The Secret HISTORT 
Lordſhip with ſome of thoſe Methods and Argumen 
ſuggeſted to him, by the Agency of this Court, to car 
it onward ; wherein, it is more than whiſper d here, hl 
has fully acquieſced. It was thought adviſable, con 
dering the violent Humour of the Nation againſt t 
Admiſſion of ſuch Perſons, either into Military or Ci 
Offices; and that all the Cry was, That the King ha 
not kept his Word, but did thereby infringe their Lay 
and Liberties; to bring the Matter into Weſiminſter- Ee 
to have the Diſpenſing Power there argued upon a p 
| ticular Caſe ; but, to make ſure of the Judges befor 
hand, to fayour ſuch a Procedure, the King was tol 
could he gain ſuch a Point, his Buſineſs were done 
ever; thaugh, at the ſame time, it was his undoubi 
Prerogative to diſpenſe with Laws, being an eflent 
Right, and an Uſage in England as antient as the Kin 
dom ; that it was in being at all times, and in all Reign 
that there were ſeveral Acts, wherein there had been pri 
viſion made for ſuch a Reſervation to the King; 
the Term of Nonobſtante, which was ſo common, y 
always a diſpenſing with ſome Law; that the Commit 
tion of Puniſhments are no leſs a Proof thereof ; 1 
how much more were Remiſſions, Pardons, the Rel 
ration of Criminals to their Goods again? exc. Ti, 
there were Precedents ro be met with, wherein the Kia 
of England had ſuſpended the Effects of Laws, not o 
by Diſpenſations, regarding particular and fingle Perſon 
but by a general Suſpenſion, in regard to the who 
Kingdom: That his Brother had done ſo in Caſes 
the Statute relating to Carriages, whereof there was n 
the leaſt Complaint in Parliament ; neither was 1t 
much as once ſaid, that he had thereby exceeded the 
Bounds of his Authority ; That the ſame had been dot 
by Henry the Seventh, his great Anceſtor, and Sou 
_ of England, in reſpe& to the Act that prohibited 
Continuation of Sheriffs in their Offices above one yea 
which in Council was declar'd null and impracticab 
becauſe that thereby the King was diveſted of his Reg 
Power in diſpoſing his Subjects. 


———— 
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do not queſtion, my Lord, but you will ſoon hear 
of the Effects of ſuch Counſel, but whether to your Sa- | 
«tion therein, I have as great reaſon to doubt, as I | 
ye a deſire to promote it, and ever ſhall to the beſt 


of my power; who am, [8 } 


Maris, Nov. 13. My Lord, 7 
1685. N. S. dor very humble Servant. 


LET TRA IN. 


If the unjuſt Complaints of the French Clergy 
againſt the Retormed in France. 
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My Lord, 3 : 
HE Ruin of the Reformed in this Kingdom is as 
much precipitated as that of a Proteſtant Church 
eſign'd ſomewhere elſe, and which I believe your 
ddſhip, by this time, is pretty well perſuaded of; and 
this end the Popiſh Clergy have accoſted the King 
With a ſevere Remonſtrance againſt them, the Sum where- 
for want of more entertaining News, I ſhall write 


3 
„rr 


« your Lordſhip at this time: They began with the har- 

«hs Lye they could have invented, ſaying, That there 

e nothing included in their Complaint, but what was 
pt neceſlary, and could be moſt clearly juſtify d and 


ds 10 


ade good; Whereas it is moſt evident, that every tittle of 
nds to deſtroy and perſecute, and is grounded upon the 
ſt manifeſt Falſities in the World. Then they begin 
charge the Reformed with calumniating, and falſly 
uling the Catholicks, that they did not believe the 
ths of the Faith, as they expreſs it; whereas the 
teſtant Divines here have ſo far been compliant, as 
teſtify from time to time, that the Roman Church 
an d ſtill thoſe Truths that were eſſential to Chriſtia- 
| | L 5 nity, 


it 
he 
1 dot 
oloml 
ed t 
> yel 
ticabi 
Reg 
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nity, in that ſhe makes profeſſion to believe the Tr 
in Unity; the Incarnation: of the Son of God; the I 
demption of Sinners by the Price of his Blood; and diy 
other Articles contain'd in the antient Creeds. Then thy 
proceed, ſaying, That the Deſign of the Paſtoral Adu 
tiſement in 168 1. was to oblige the Reformed to 
knowledge, that their Separation was not grounded 
upon Suppoſitions and Jealouſies; and they hugged the 
_ ſelves, that the many Converſions which had be 
wrought ſince that time, have been almoſt all procyr 
by this Conſideration, which they call an invincible } 


gument, that as there could never have been any | they 
Cauſe of Separation, all thoſe alledged by the pretend forr 
Reformed could never haye any Solidity ; That the Pr bert 
teſtant Miniſters did their utmoſt to hinder the People ¶ Vo. 
profit by that ſame Advertiſement, either by deterring n 
them from reading of the ſame, or elſe by giving f etl 
Explications thereof, as they were wont to do of ling 
Holy Scriptures, and Works of the Fathers; addi the) 
farther, That the Exerciſe of the Reformed Religion ach 
been permitted by the King's Predeceſſors proviſional" 
only, and by Reaſons which have no longer Subſiſten ae 
That howh the Clergy had very good Reaſons to up 
it ſo as to require a Reyocation of the Edicts which c the 


tain'd this Permiſſion, yet that it was not their preſq Va 
Deſign to inſiſt upon that Point: That it was now if 
only Favour they pray'd for, to repreſs the Calum , 
of the Reformed againſt the Roman Church, which y 
not, and which could not be allow'd by any Edict, beiſ Te 
an unhappy Liberty, which the Miniſters theme Net 
might be aſham'd of: That ſuch a Suppoſition and . 
lumny were Crimes condemn'd by all Laws, both tho 
man and Divine, and that the Reformed durſt not m lo 
tain that-thoſe Exceſſes ought to be permitted, nor till 
make their Complaints, if the King ſhould forbid thi 
to commit them. a 
Then they went to ſpeak of the Method they i ſx 
thought on, to make the King acquainted with the Try en 
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of their Complaints: they drew up in two Columns the 
Doctrine of the Church of Rome, and that, which they 
aid, the Reformed imputed to them, to the end it 
night be eaſier for the King to compare them; and ſaid 
moſt malignantly, that they had ayoided the relating of 
many things which exceeded all the Bounds of Modeſty, 
and which St. Paul himſelf would not have as much as 
named among the Faithful, to the end they might create. 
2 Suſpicion, by theſe pretended Calumnies, of ſome-- 
what that was yet blacker than what had appear'd in the 
Paſſages which they had recited, They proteſted, that 
they would never have made. any Complaint of the Re- 
emed, had the Matters in queſtion referred only to the 
p berſons of the Biſhops 3 and that on the contrary, they 
le vould have been content to be deprived of their Power, 
no in order to teſtify, by their Patience and voluntary For- 
i getfulneſs of thoſe Outrages that were done them, that 
f logular Charity which they retain'd for them; but that 
dai they could not neglect the Honour of the Church, at- 


\ ackd by the Calumny of the Miniſters, nor the Con- 


nl verfion and Salvation of a great Number of her Chil- 


end den, which they retain'd in the Error of theſe falſe 


uf uppoſitions: wherefore they concluded after all, that 
rede King would be pleaſed to repreſs a Malignity that 
ref vas ſo contrary to the Principles of Chriſtianity, as alſo 


wie the Rules of Natural Juſtice ; and conſequently, 
mu 1. That he would renew the Prohibitions already made 
ye the Reformed, of uſing injurious and- opprobrious 
bell Terms, in ſpeaking of the Articles and Myſteries of the 
eh Roman Faith, ; 5 
d 2. That he ſhould forbid them to attribute to the Ca- 
h H tholicæ Faith any other Doctrine than that of its Profeſ- 
lon of Faith, nor any of thoſe Errors which they had 
ill then the Raſhneſs to impure unto her. 5 
You need not doubt, my Lord, of the Succeſs of 
this Remonſtrance, and of a Declaration in time, an- 
y i ering all the Points hereof to the full. There is room 


but 1 ſhall forbear that part, leaving it entirely to your 
| . - Lord- 


enough for reflecting upon the Court's Conduct herein, 
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Lordſhip's known Wiſdom and Judgment, and cn 
leave both now and po; to profefs how much ] an 

and deſire to approve my ſelf to be, 


Paris, July 27. My Lord, 
1685. N. S. Your Honour's | 
; | ro Serve and Oey, 


SEED e 


LETTER LIXXXI. 


Of the Declaration put out by the French King 
upon the Remonſtrance of the Popiſh Clerg 
againſt the Reformed, the Month of Au 
guſt, 1685. 1 5 


My Lord, 
Have in my laſt to your Lordſhip, of July the 21M... 
] N. S. taken notice of the Popiſh Clergy's unjuſt Com. 
| Plaint to the French King, againſt the Reformed here 
and now 1 ſhall, with preſuming on your good Leaf... 
ive you ſome Hints upon the Declaration that was put 
Eva here ſome days ago in conformity to the ſaid &: 
monſtrance; to which the King condeſcended fo far, iu 
the Motives thereof are almoſt drawn word for wor, 
from the Requeſt it ſelf. All ſorts of Perſons are they 
by ſtrictly forbid to preach and write againſt the Faith 
| Or the Doctrine of the Ronnſh Church, and to lay tl 
me Catholicks charge thoſe Opinions which they alloy 
not of, and not ſo much as to ſpeak directly nor ind 
rectly any manner of way whatſoever concerning thill, 
Catholick Religion; enjoining the Reformed Minifters t 
teach only in their Sermons the Tenets of their own Rt 
* and Rules of Morality, without the Interniixu 
ff any other matter whateyer, But alas, the Miſchic 
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y not op here, for all Perſons are prohibited to print, 
„ or lend any other Books concerning Religion, be- 
tes ſach as contain the Profeſſion of their Faith, their 
pers, and ordinary Rules of their Diſcipline, It doth 
Woreover order the Suppreſſion of all ſuch Books as 
Wire been written againſt the Catholick Religion, by thoſe 
be pretended Reformed Religion, and ſtrictly forbids 
ner to print or lend any fuch Books for the future; 
ſe Miniſters and others of the Reformed, that make 
alt herein, are liable to great Fines, perpetual Ba- 
ſkment, and the Confiſcation of all their Goods; the 
xs where the Minifters ſhould preach againft the Ar- 
les of the Edict, to loſe the Right they had to exer- 
e the ſame Function for ever; and the Printers and 
okſellers, in caſe of their offending in any kind, to 
eit five hundred Livres, and for ever to loſe the Free- 
Um of keeping open Shops. 5 
And thus, my Lord, you ſee this Court has ſhut up 
Miniſters Mouths in all matters of Controverſy, and 
ge that Liberty only to the Roman Catholick Divines, 
reby preparing of them for an aſſured Victory: and 
teby, beſides that the Miniſters are reduced to be ſi- 
t, and not to concern themſelves, as to the greateſt 
of the Articles of the Confeſſion of their Faith, 
oh conſiſts in the Rejection of the Tenets of the 
ach of Rome, as falſe and contrary to the Doctrine 
the Goſpel; that they might effectually preclude them 
the Right they had to complain of this unjuſt 
ling, the King, by way of addition, in the Preface 
i Edit, to the Reaſons which the Clergy's Petition 
| ſuggeſted to him, has inſerted, That it was ena 
"ihe Miniſters of a Religion, tolerated in the King- 
non to teach their own Tenets, without being carry'd 
W Diſputes againſt the publick and prevailing Reli- 
WW, which alſo is therein call'd the True One. But 
ſhould think this Edict were as needleſs as many 
ſeeing there are not now paſt twenty Reformed 
wy es in the Kingdom, where they have Liberty to 
lich e; but there ſeems to be an hidden Deſign couch'd 
| | : under 


1 


— — — — —— 


der the French Dominions, they have thereby made pio 


teach it; wherefore they have taken care to prey: 
this nature, and to eſtabliſh a kind of Inquiſit 
cover their Works, which ſhall not concede to any 
the liberty either to read them, or keep them by hi 


my next, and ſhall therefore defer it; and fo I remain 


1685. N. 8s. Tour Lordſhip's 
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of the Suppreſſion of Proteſtant Books i 


whoſe Works are all condemn'd. Some Men i 


| heighten the Number of ſuch Books, they have he 
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under it; and it is juſtly to be fear'd, that aſter th 
have ſuppreſs'd the Reformation in all the Countries 
fion, that the Doctrine of Truth ſhall not be maintain'g 
private Families, and never have that means to riſe 
again out of its Ruins, by the reading of ſuch Books 


Reaſons for the depriving the Reformed of Books 


But of this, I ſhall be able to give a fuller Account 


Paris, Sept. 2. Aly Lord, | 


moſt Humble Serv; 


LETTER LXXXI. 


France. 


My Tord, 
Have, in the Cloſe of my laſt Letter to your 
ſhip hinted ſomewhat concerning the Suppreſſio 


Proteſtant Books in this Kingdom; I have ſince ſe 
Gatalogue which contain'd almoſt five hundred Aut 


World love to put the Cheat upon themſelves ; 


peated ſome of them more than once; but they 
been alſo as careful to forget ſeveral others, a 
Works of the Learned Grotius, Voſſius, and many ule h. 
whoſe Writings are oppoſite to the Roman Church e a. 
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your Lordſhip, I believe, is no Stranger to the ſly Prac-- 
wee of that Church on this Head, and how the Members 
of it have, of a long time, endeayour'd to perſuade the 
Vorld, that theſe illuſtrious Perſons had re-enter'd into 
heir Party 3 that they were willing to retain an honoura- 
ge Remembrance of their Names, though it be certain. 

Wi the main, that the greateſt part of what they had 
Writ, was as remote from Truth, as the Authors were 
om the Communion of their Church: that Grotius 
limſelf, who hath carry'd his Complaiſance towards the 
man Church much farther than any other, yet he ne- 

De rang'd himſelf of her fide by an open Profeſſion, 

i nd did ſtill retain divers Sentiments that were very con- 

ray to the Court of Rome alſo; but that this Default 

night be remedied by a pious Fraud: and to the end they 


nay one day perſuade the Simple and Ignorant, that all 


vie Hereſies that have ſprung up in theſe laſt Ages of. 


he World, are as ſo many Tenets of the Calvixiſts; 


hey have not only join'd the Lutheran and Arminian 


boks to them, but alſo thoſe of the Socinians, and the 


Vorks of Spinoſa. And they have not, my Lord, con- 

ned themſelves to condemn the Books which have 

ten written by the Reformed againſt the Church of 
ie, e ave alſo hemm'd in Books that refer only 
pure Morality; and which aſtoniſhes many here, the 

beſes alſo of Joſua de la Place, without excepting that 

nitten by him againſt the Socinians, which is a Book that 

es not attack the Church of Rome in any one of her 

ur Inets, and is only deſign'd to prove the Divinity 
our Saviour, againſt the Sophiſtical Arguments of 

Mat Set : the Tranſlation alſo of the Hiſtory of the 
neil of Trent, which Amelot de la Houſſay, a Roman 
tholick Author, has put forth, is comprehended in the 


um to your Lordſhip who had the chief hand in form- 
this Catalogue: it is generally attributed to the Arch- 
hop of this City, But they tell us further, That be- 


any 
urch Wt a Patriarch, in obliging the reſt. of the Biſhops to 
; take 


wlogue of Heretical Books. I cannot be poſitive to 
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e he would have appear'd to have ated too much 
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take this Rule of their Conduct from him, he hay 
the Intrigues of the Procurator General, brought his u 
ters ſo to bear, that the Parliament here have comm 
it to his Care to make an Eſtimate of thoſe Books w} 
- ought to be ſupprefled. The Order was no fooner | 
liſhed, but the King's Officers, and the Civil Magiſtr, 
who were commanded to have the ſame put in exe 
tion, have accordingly made a Search for thoſe Books 
all Bookſellers Shops, and alſo in the Elders and 
niſters Houſes. 

The Archbiſhop, my Lord, has ſome Years ago m 
uſe of a very efficacious Method to hinder the Þ; 
| lication of any Book that deſerv'd to come into 

World. I believe your Lordſhip may have ſeen the 
torical and Chronological Tables of John Rox, whoy 
a Perſon of _ Learning, and whofe Merit had 
quired unto him the Favour and Protection of ſeye 
Perſons of the higheſt Quality in the Kingdom of Fran 
and which Tables he preſented to the Duke of M 
thauxier. There is but a very flight mention in 
Book, and that but by the by, of any of the Princip 
of the Church of Rome, and thoſe alſo which ſhe neit 
eſteems, nor looks on to be of the higheft Conſiderat 
and Importance: But theſe ſlight Touches, and the H 
nour which the Author had done to ſome Miniſters 
the Reformed, to name them among the illuftrious D 
tors of their Age, raiſed the Indignation of all the Bio 
in the Church againſt him, and ſo they got his Cop 
and Tables, which to his great Coſt and Expence he h 
got * 7 ſeized: and the poor Gentleman co 
not find an Ear open to the Offers he made to corte 
and amend thoſe Places which might give Offence; 2 
all the Sollicitations and Friends he could make, co 
never prevail ſo far as to get Juſtice done him. The 
are ſome Perſons now who would redeem them | 
their own proper Uſe, but though it be nine or ten) 
ago ſince the foremention'd Tranſaction, they have 
yet forgot the noiſe it then made ; and they will by 
means part with them. Who knows but the wry 
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| haye a mind to reſerve them, to procure Honour 
themſelves by them, when they think the ingenious 
ſon that contrived them may be no more remem- 
? for it muſt without Vanity be own'd, that they 


Learning, that there is no Man but may glory to 
ſleem'd the Author of them. | 

This Search, my Lord, after the ſuppreſſed Books, has 
n already made in ſeveral Places; and not only ſome 
ter Biſhops, who have no manner of Dependence 
n the Archbiſhop of this City, but other Parlia- 
nts, we hear, have received the Catalogue, and put 
Order of the Parliament here in execution. There 
flereral of the Proteſtant Churches which have very 
iderable Libraries, but ſome of them already are 
d under this pretence by the Romaniſts; and 'tis not 
he ſo much doubted as to be feared, the reſt will ſoon 


les of ſeveral particular Perſons, whom they have 
n ſo ſeyere upon, that they have not. ſo much as leſt 
m their Bibles, becauſe the Catalogue has put the 
ons of the Bible made by Hereticks among the 
nber of prohibited Books: bu ſurely theſe Tranſla- 


not juſtly be put among the Number of thoſe Books, 
nein the Church of Rome was accus'd of holding 
ions which are not received by her, nor conſequent- 
be comprehended among thoſe whom the Edict or- 
d the Suppreſſion of. As for the Miniſters, they are 
rery variouſly, the greateſt part have not yet been 
Wiſted upon the account of their Books; for perhaps, 
hey have already contriv'd to be rid of them by ba- 


lind of a Suppreſſion of the condemn'd Books, to 
© them to carry them away along with them: but 
aſſured they have given others of them much mo- 
ton in divers parts of the Kingdom; ſome of whoſe 
Ik they have ſeiz'd, ſome confiſcated, and cauſed o- 
do be burnt; nay, they have been ſo outrageous 

| 85 againſt 


—— — Ez 


compos'd with ſo much Art, Judgment, Order, and 


the ſame Fate. This Search has alſo reach'd the 


s, how faulty ſoeyer they may ſuppoſe them to be, 


Wing them out of the Kingdom, they look upon it 
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agaiuſt many of them, as to diſpoſſeſs them of allt 
Manuſcripts and Sermons. I am ſorry I am fore 
give your Lordſhip this Relation of the Miſery of 
diſtreſſed Proteſtants of this Kingdom, becauſe I kn 
it will trouble you, and inſpire you with a noble, tho 
rom ſympathizing of their Condition; but I a 

aid the worſt is yet to come: I pray God to diyert 
to whom I commend ꝓou and yours, and am, 


Paris, Sepr. 12. My Lord, , 
18685. N. S. Your Honour's moſt Humble 
ro OY and Obedient Serv 


R, E 2.00 


LETTER LXXXII 


_ Of the. Pope's Nuncio oppoſing any new F 
| 2 Doctrine, de ſign d £36 b eee 
tbe General Aſenbly at Paris, for the 
ſier Seduction of the Reformed to comply! 
the Popiſh Church, and be united to her 


My Lord, 1 ET, 
HIS Court is fo taken up with forming Met 

1 and Projects to bring the Reformed to a 

pliance and Conformity to the Roman Church, t 
do not find they mind any Foreign Affair at pre 
I have ſeen ſeveral Formula's conceiv'd in very 
Terms, for the promoting of the Re- union, as tis 
led by them; but among others, this that follo 
4 _—_ very remarkable, and whereby your Lordſhip 
ſee the Latitude they aſſume to themſelves, for the 
moting their Intereſt; tho, no doubt, it is but a B: 
catch ſome of thoſe harmleſs Gudgeons ; the words 
theſe z I own and confeſs the Catholick, Apoſtolick 
; | | | & Ro 


t 
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Iman Church, as it was in the time of the Apoſtles; 
nd 1 renounce and abjure all thoſe Errors which have 
rept in ever ſince.” The Biſhop of Meaux hath, to 
ke the way ſtill ſmoother, in his Preface to the Se- 
Edition of his Expoſtulation of the Catholick Doc- 
y, gone ſo far as to ſay, © We do not ſerve Images; 
God forbid we ſhould do ſo.“ And indeed, there is 
te likelihood, that the Clergy would have ſtretched 
1 Complaiſance yet farther this way, had not an un- 
jected Accident hinder'd it; for the Pope's Nuncio 
w informed, that the General Aſſembly, or rather 
Arch-oiſhop of this City, under the Covert of that 
me, and by the Advice of the Jeſuits, were about to 
up and form a Profeſſion of Faith, more adapted 
he Satisfaction of ſuch of the Reformed as became 
| Converts, than that of the Roman Church, he be- 
d himſelf, and interpoſed in his Maſter, the Pope's 
ne, and made ſeveral Remonſtrances to the King, 
n the Authority which the French Clergy were about 
ſume to themſelves, of ſetting up other Forms of 
tine, than that which the whole Catholick Apoſtolick 
(ch had received ſince the Council of Trent. You 
ot imagine, my Lord, how much this little unex- 
td Traverſe from the old Dad diſheartned the Court; 
ther it were that it came from a Pope, whom the 
p did not care for, or that they were afraid it 
It retard the Work of Converſion, is not certain: 
te reſult was (as I have been firſt informed, and 
t ſeen ſomewhat verify'd by the conſequence) that 
dope ſhould be comply'd with; and the rather be- 
they were well fatisfy'd with his inflexible Tem- 
and that, as they believed it would be dangerous 
by Diviſion between the Clergy of France and the 


le 


ology at a time when they were labouring to reduce all 
\hipMcbrmmer to the Unity of the Church; it would be 
the Ne adviſable for them, to keep to the uſual Profeſſion 
a Bait. And now, my Lord, the Clergy give out 


where, that they will not qualify any Points, but 
t, that in reducing the Reformed, they will nor 


put 
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put out one Taper that adorns the Altars. I ſhal 
detain your Lordſhip at preſent, with any farther 
count of a Matter, that ſuits not with your Guſto ; th 
know you have Goodneſs enough to accept my End 
vours, tho never ſo contemptible in themſelyes, an 
pardon my Weakneſs ; who am, 
8 My Lord, 
Paris, Sept. 17. Your Lordſhiy's ven 
1685. Obedient Serv 
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IL ET TER LXXXIV. N. 


Of Popiſh Guardians impoſed upon prof. 
tant Children; and of Proteſtant Þ 
ſicians, Chirurgeons, and Apothec 
being forbidden to follow their Prat 
with the pretended Reaſons alledged for 
a Prohibition. 


My Lord, 
. W Hatever underhand brewing may be in EN 
in matters of Religion, they are bare fac.“ 
nough here in carrying on their Deſigns for the Nu 1 
the Reformed Churches, tho ſtill they retain ſome fe 
cious Pretences for what they do. Tis but lately 
we have had a Declaration publiſhed, forbidding a 
take upon them the Office of Guardians to Chili 
- whoſe Parents have died in the Proteſtant Religion 
cepting ſuch as are Roman Catholicks: and tho th ® 
of the Edict that concedes this Privilege to the Refolfff * 
is couched in the moſt clear and expreſs terms that 
be conceived ; yet the Declaration takes no man 
notice of the aid Article: nay, and the Exprali 
wherein it has been conceived, are ſuch as would bf 
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; ſuch an Uſage has been without Foundation. But 
gd, this is a Method that the French Council has for 
e time uſed, when they have been mindful to put 
Ny Order in prejudice to any of the Privileges gran- 


jils raiſed by them, can render them dark and abſurd, 
|, as they found it too difficult a Task to find Rea- 
s forcible enough to elude ſuch formal Conceſſions, 
made a ſhew of being ignorant of them, and they 
x willing to put forth ſuch Orders that might only 
m to regulate ſuch new and extraordinary Caſes. But 
that they might have ſome colourable Pretences for 
n they did herein, they charged the Guardians of the 
firmed Religion with two Crimes: Firſt, that they 
ſed that Power which they had in that Quality 
r thoſe in pupillage to them, and hindred their 
ming Catholicks ; Then that they imbezelled the 
nes of ſuch Minors, when they became Converts a- 
pſt their Will; which was a great Obſtacle to their 
ferment, when they came of age. Theſe two things 
e ſpoken of, as if there had been nothing in the 
ud more certain and true, and of which they had 
abundant Experience; but they are of the number of 
h Inſtances, that are as eaſy to be rais'd, as impoſſible 
any Proofs to be maintain'd. And any one's Reaſon, 
Lord, will give him, eſpecially as to the laſt Article, 
it muſt be notoriouſly falſe ; for can any one be- 
chat ſuch Guardians, who would adventure in a 
ious way to imbezle the Eſtate of their Pupils, 
Kd go unpuniſhed, in a Country where their Religion 
IPower was ſo much in the Wain ? And ſurely he 
be next to a Madman that would thus adventure 
Jay with the Zeal of the. Parliaments of this King- 
* animated by the Recommendation of the Clergy, 
are forward enough to make their Court unte 


if ouſly uſed, the Phyſicians of the ſame Perſuaſion 


lin the Edict that are expreſt ſo clearly, as that no 


ud if, my Lord, the Proteſtant Guardians are thus 


t fared much worſe, as being deprived by 2 8 
27 
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Declaration, of their Means of living, upon the my 
ridiculous Pretences in the World; they alledging 
ſince thoſe of the Reformed Religion were alrea 
prived of all Judicial Affairs, and the Freedom to e 
ciſe the Functions of Counſellors at Law, it were to 
feared the greateſt part of their young Men might { 
to the Study of Phyſick; that that would conſidera 
augment the number of Proteſtant Phyſicians, and t 
thoſe of the Roman Catholicks muſt by that means 
much decreaſe; and that hereafter that would becy 
very prejudicial to the Salvation of ſick Catholicks 
that the Reformed would take no care to put their 
tients in mind of receiving the Sacraments of the Chur 
when they found them reduced to ſuch a condition 
did require them. 1 know not, my Lord, but that th 
may be a Snake in the Graſs here, and that the crafty 
ſuits amuſe the World with ſuch Illuſions, and wo 
buoy People up in a belief, that ſince they have f 
great Precautions for Futurity, it's the leaſt of t 
thoughts, to come to an entire Abolition of the Priy 
ges of the Reformed, and put Conſtraints upon their C 
ſciences in Religious matters: 1 wiſh it may proye 
the Event will diſcover it, bs 
When this Hardſhip was.put upon the Phyſicians, 
Chirurgeons and Apothecaries every where began 
look about them, and were terribly afraid their t 
would be next: They had juſt 5" for it, my J. 
for not N days were elapſed ſince the Publication 
the former, but comes out an Order of Council, p 
biting all Chirurgeons and Apothecaries who made! 
feſſion of the Reformed Religion, to exerciſe their | 
either by themſelves, or by the Interpoſure of ot 
' Perſons, directly or indireAly z nor to gonſign their? 
leges to another; or by any other = and means Wi 
foeyer ; inſinuating, that the Exerciſe of ſuch Tr: 
gaye them eaſy Admiſſion into Mens Houſes, and 
that means hindred the Converſion of other Religic 
ries; And thus, My Lord, the Art of Phyſick, and 
others dependant thereon, are looked upon as the 
Reſources of the Reformed Religion here: and tlis 


| 
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iniſtred occaſion to ſome Perſons to ſhew their Wit, 
o divert themſelves with ſuch frigid Pleaſantries; 
no, © That the Reformed Religion was at the point 
if Death ; that the Surgeons and Apothecaries could 
hb no more for her; and that there was no doubt 
o be made, but ſhe ſhould in time be abandoned 
the Phyſicians alſo. Your Lordſhip having ex- 
| no Diſſatisfaction with my keeping up my Corre- 
dence with you in things of this kind, for want of 
te agreeable Matter for your Information, has em- 
den' d me to accoſt you, again in this manner, and 
es me farther Incouragement to be aſſiduous to get 
moſt certain Intelligence I can, as well as a freſh 
wortunity to profeſs how much 1 am deſirous, 


My Lord, 
Ins, Sept. 20. | 
1685. To Serve You. 


Pa A ed, Kk f.. d 
LETTER LIXXxXV. 


Jealouſies raiſed in the Reformed in 
1 France, that there was a Deſign formed to 
maſſacre them. | 


My Lord, | | Rs 

HIN Gs are now carry'd on in this Kingdom 
Wl with ſo high a hand againſt the Reformed Churches, 
to threaten an intire Deſtruftion of them in a very 
It time. It has been a Matter debated and heſitated .. 


* en for a long time, whether they ſhould ſend their 
lei bon, amongſt them, and make uſe of that Expe- 
F ſince their Lyes and Popiſh Ar failed 
Ful fince their Lyes and Pops guments 


reduce them to re- unite with the Romiſh Church. 
y were not without their Fears, leſt _w 
| | nou 
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ſhould ſend armed Men in that manner, and to that e 
to thoſe parts of the Country wherein the Proteſta 
were in greateſt numbers, and to many rich and po 
lous Cities, where almoſt all the Inhabitants are of | 
Perſuaſion, they might meet with ſome unexpected! 
ſiſtance; which might conſtrain them to abandon th 
Enterprize, or come to a down-right Maſſacre, There 
indeed a Rumour whiſper'd up and down, that there h 
been ſecret Applications made to the King, that co 
dering the 1 0 which the Reformed might my 
to his Orders, and the little Succeſs which his Deſi 
had already, and were like to meet with, in preyenti 
their Retreat out of the Kingdom; it were a m 
ſurer, more expeditious and better way for him to 
rid of them by a Maſſacre: Nay, my Lord, it's cot 
dently ſaid, and I have ſome 3 Aſſurance of 
that the Orders were given, and the Letters drawn 
ready, when a Prince of the Blood coming to heat 
ſuch barbarous Reſolutions, had the Courage to rem 
ſtrate to. the King the Evil, as well as the Diſhonour 
it, and Goodneſs enough not to leave importuning 
him, till the Orders were revoked, and the Letters 
preſt. I cannot be ſo poſitive as I would in giying 
Name to ycur Lordſhip ; ſome faying it was the 
nowned Prince of Conde, but others attribute it to 
' Nephew the Prince of Conti, both of them Perſons 
great Honour always, and as likely either of them 
concern themſelves in that behalf, as any in the Ri 
dom. But whatever ſtop may have been put to the 
ſuitical Fury hereby ; I think they have 5 to ff 
charge it fo their Dragoons, almoſt in as barbaro 
manner, who have been already guilty of a thoul: 
Violences; and the Almighty alone knows where it iſ 
terminate. I beg your Lordſhip's pardon, if 1 am i 
ays troubleſome by ſuch Relations; and beg leave 
fubſcribe my (elf, | | 


3 My Lord, ö 
Paris, Sept. 24. wou Lordſhip's moſt 
1685. N. 8s. Obedieni 11 =" 
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e 5 n r en 
FEET TER LXXXVI. 


the Violences offered to, and the Stratagems 
uſed againſt the Reformed at Bearn, 


My Lord, 
HE Proteflant Churches in the Province of Bearn, 
had been ſeveral Years ago, under ſome ſham Pre- 


e Parliament from time to time, have endeayoured 
render them of no uſe, by the Impriſonment and Si- 
king of their Miniſters ; but now there has been 
na a Prank plaid for converting ſome of the Inhabi- 
u to the Popiſu Church, as I think hardly has ever 
tn practiſed by any other People in the known World. 
r the Intendant of the Province having made uſe of 
notorious Fellow to carry on the Work, he deludes 
ne of the People to go with him to a Tavern, and 
kre by his Artifice found the way to make them drunk. 


ns Wot day, when they were come to themſelves, he goes 
mW tells them, That they had promiſed him they would 
Kin to Maſs, and that if they pretended to deny it, they 


ud be ſure to be treated as Apoſtates; that they had 
o des ſpoken ill of the Government, and the Miniſters 
Religion 3 and that the only way for them to eſcape 
here Puniſhment, which they had made themſelves 
e to, was to conform to the Church of Rome. 


wel limple Wile 3 whereof the Intendant vaunted fo 
ch, that he has writ to Court, that there is ſo gene- 
Wa Inclination in the whole Province to become Ca- 
licks, that the King has no more than to teſtify his 
rae they ſhould do ſo, "= him to ſee the whole Coun- 


of 


yices or other, reduced to the number of five; and 


fre were about fifty of them that were catched with 
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try embrace the Roman Communion. And fo hayin 
obtained ſuch - farther Orders as he deſired, he has cauſe 
an Aſſembly of new Conyerts to meet together at A 
lac, and hath order'd the Civil Magiſtrates of the nei] 
bouring Places to call the Reformed of their reſpect | 
Pariſhes to come thither, under pretence of hearing 
Sermon, which the Biſhop of Leſcar was to pres 
there. Now the Biſhop, my Lord, as is well knoy 
is fitter for a Play-houſe than a Pulpit ; and a Sermon 
his Preaching was looked upon by all a thing ſo rare, 
to excite the Curioſity of the moſt ſtupid in the Wor 
to go and hear him: wherefore abundance of Perſqt 
from all parts preſented themſelves at the Place appoint 
but when they came there, yer could hear no oth 

Sermon than the Declaration of the Intendant, to 3 


quaint them, That it was the King's Pleaſure they ſho 
all turn Roman Catholicks ; thoſe who refuſed to co 
ply to this unexpected Command, were cudgelled in 
the Church, had the Doors made faſt upon them, a 
with the ſame Violence were forced to keep ſilence, 
down upon their knees, and to receive from the god 


Biſhop an Abſolution of their Hereſy ; and thereupq 
were told, that if they offer'd for the future to go ani 
hear their own Miniſter, they ſhould be infalliby 
niſhed for Apoſtates. Such and a thouſand the li 
Violences they practiſed of late in that Province; 
I have a faithful Account thereof, too tedious to tre 
ble your Lordſhip withal. But becauſe your Lord 
may perhaps have heard a mighty noiſe of a Deſign 
beſiege Fontarabia by the French; 1 ſhall in a very i 
words unfold that Myſtery to you. | 
The Intendant, my Lord, having found that tho 
and the like ſham Tricks above-mentioned, did not : 
ſwer his end, but that the generality of the People i. 
ſtuck tight to their Principles; found there was a necell_h, 
to bring in armed Men to conſtrain them to a Co 
liance. It was given out here, that this Court 
highly diſfatisfy'd at that of Spain; that they durſt not: 
pear ſenſible of the Outrages done them on flew 
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ie ; and ſo for Satisfaction, talk loud of nothing elſe 
x beſieging Fontarabia : ſaying at the ſame time, That 
hunce would do nothing but what was juſt, and there- 
r they were not willing to begin a War on that fide 
here the Barrier might be broken (which was made by 
late Peace) between their Conqueſts, and the United 
winces; and in carrying their Arms towards the other 
e, could give them no manner of Umbrage. In con- 
mity to this ſeeming Deſign, the Troops defiled to- 
ds Bearn, but inſtead of adyancing to inveſt Fonta- 
ja, they have halted there ever ſince, and committed 
| the Inſolencies that the moſt barbarous of Nations 
ud e'er be guilty of. But ſince I have entred upon 
k Relation of the Miſery of this famous Province, I ſhall 
weayour a little further to treſpaſs upon your Lordſhip's 
tence, and ſhew what Pretences the Clergy have 
ied to juſtify the rigorous Proſecution of the Bearnois, 
fore others in the Kingdom. They have had the Ar- 
ke to aboliſh the Remembrance of the Conſpiracy 
lich their Predeceſſors had formed in this Principality 
inſt their lawful Sovereigns ; and have had the Auda- 
uſneſs to perſuade the King, that the Reformed Reli- 
In was never eſtabliſhed in that Province, but by the 
whority of Queen Jane, who would have her own 
igion to be uppermoſt ; and that as ſhe had then 
wiſhed the Catholick Religion out of her Dominions 
Arms, in favour of that Doctrine whereon ſhe her 
i doted ; the King, who was the eldeſt Son of the 
arch, might very juſtly do the ſame thing for the 
rminating of that Change in Religion there, which 
been introduced by Violence. And thus you ſee, 
Lord, the Popiſh Clergy here leave nothing uneſ- 
jd for the Advancement of their Deſigns, (I am afraid 
are of the ſame e every where elſe) and 
kj haye got the knack (when there is occaſion) of 
king that a Crime in their Enemies, which is but the 
[ Puniſhment of their own :; for by diſguiſing the 
uh of Hiſtory, as they have done herein, they 
ne made that to paſs in Queen Jane for an Uſur- 

wo, M 2 


pation 
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pation over the Liberties of her Subjects, and the Fre, 
4 of heir Conſciences, which was but a lawful Re 
venge ſhe had taken on the pertiious Clergy of hg 
Dominion, who had formed againſt her, and the Prined 
her Children, ſuch a Conſpiracy as can hardly be pa 
rallel'd, before the Introduction of the Ignatian Orde 
into the World. However, right or wrong, they hay 
gained their Point, and under this falſe Relation off 
memorable an Event, they have made it to paſs fo 
conſtant Truth, That under a Queen of the Reformd 
Religion, that Religion which ſhe authoriz'd, was id 
roduced by force in Bearn; and that conſequentiy ther 
would be no room left to complain, that a Popiſh Ki 
in his turn made uſe of Force to repreſs it. This w; 
the Ground pretended for beginning to put Bearn unde 
military Execution; as if from what was formerly don 
for the juſt Puniſhment of a Rebellious People, ther 
were a juſt Conſequence to be drawn for an unju 
Oppreſſion of the moſt ſubmiſſive and obedient Sub 
jets. But having already treſpaſſed by an over- 
dious Letter, I ſhall not aggravate it; but 10 
main, 1 


* 


pat 


My Lord, 


Paris, Sept. 27. „ 
1685. N. 8s. Tour Lordſhip's 


moſt Humble and 


Obedient Servant. 


W 
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the Rejoicin s in Bearn pon the ima- 
ginary Parcel? they had in Converſions. 


My Lord, | 

N my laſt to your Lordſhip, 1 remember I was fome- 
. tedious in my Narration of the Sufferings ot 

e poor Proteſtants in the Principality of Bearn. It 
ere endleſs for me to recite the farther Particulars that 
e come to my knowledge ſince; and therefore I ſhall 
we it, and acquaint your Lordſhip, for want of a. 
ter Subject, how much the Clergy have triumphed in 
he Succeſs they have imagined, thoſe Violences they 
we been guilty of towards thoſe People, had to bring 
tem over to their Communion. - They have not failed 
v teſtify as much Joy at it, as if there had been ſome 
tle got, or ſome City taken from the Enemy: But 
Fat was very cruel and terrible, was, That the poor: 
formed were forced to take part in theſe Rejoicings,. 
which their own Ruin was the Subject. It would be 
bo tedious to recount to your Lordſhip, the many 
melties exerciſed in this Country, and particularly at 
Pay, as a Preludium to this Force, But after the Re- 
uction of the aforeſaid Place, they made a general 
roceſlion, whereunto they dragged the new Converts, - 
nd withal celebrated high Maſs, whereat the Pariia- 
nent aſhſted in a Body: And when that was over, Te 
eum was ſung, the Guns fired, and the Citizens who 
ere commanded to ſtand to their Arms, made ſeveral 
Diſcharges and Vollies of Shot; then followed Illumi- 
ations and Bonfires, and Fireworks were prepared at the 
harge of the Publick for the ſame occaſion. But how 
ch ſoever this was a Mock-ſhew, yet great care has {1 
M 3 . been: 1 
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to come to a Compliance; and who taking upon him 
ſpeak in the Name of the reſt, came to give him Af 


of what they have no mind ſhould be known by a 
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been taken to tranſmit ſuch Relations to the Court. e 

all the Particulars relating to their Proceedings and Sud 1a 
ceſs, as are dreſt with all the Art imaginable, with no 
Deſign to perſuade them, who are but too ready to Hl 
lieve it, that all the People every where have re. unid im 
themſelves to the Church, with all the Freedom and god be 


Will imaginable. And becauſe they were reſolved Mo 


make ſure work of it, they have accompany'd the (a 
Relations with Certificates, which they cauſed to | 


ſigned by the ſame means as they have procured the la! 
Converſions, as they are pleaſed to call them; au o 
wherein thoſe who had ſuffered a thouſand Outrages aſſo 
Violences, that cannot be named without Deteſtation au lat 
Hoirour, were conſtrained to declare that the King's Sof! 
diers, who of themſelves are well known to be as Hd 
fligate Wretches as any in the World, had lived ann, 
demeaned themſelves among them with ail modeſty, : 

had kept ſtrictly within the Bounds of their Order Per 


which yet, my Lord, is a baſe Equiyocation ; for vH 1 


knows what their Orders were ? But what is more ple 


fant than the reſt is, that beſides the forementiont 
Narrations and Certificates, they have tranſmitted hi $4 


alſo a Speech made to the Intendant by Monſieur de 


a Member of the Parliament of Pax, who was one 
the chief Inſtruments to induce the Church of that Ci 


rances of their entire Submiſſion, But 1 hear, my Lo | 
he is like to have but little thanks for his pains ; .= 
the Council here are no ways pleaſed, that he ſhould 
tribute the Converſion of that ſame Church to t 


King's Puiſſance, and thereby make too clear a Diſcoye 


means, viz. That any of the Soldiery have been implo 
in this Expedition. Theſe were his Words, which I take 
be genuine; That there was need of the ſame Force! ſpot 
had ſubjugared both Seas, and alſo made the Spaniuff Nel: 
humble, to cauſe the Reformed to re-unite to the Chur w) 


tl 


Vhich Words being not to be explicated any other! bar, 
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han by Force of Arms; and concerning which the Spa- 
zu vards willingly acknowledge, That the Power was much 
nore formidable than the Juſtice of them: the Council 
We ſtomached it, and the more it ſeems, becauſe the 
Mane Lawyer has fooliſhly and impertinently attributed 
he beſt part of that Conqueſt to the Intendant: which 
frocedure did not concur, and fall in right with the 
[Court-Maxims, who are wont to attribute to the King 
done all the Glory that redounds from all Events. 1 
hall not tranſgreſs, my Lord, by any further Enlargement 
won this Subject, hoping for your kind Interpretation 
o what I have here troubled your Honour with, and 


of my Sincerity in all the Parts of my Correſpondence, 
nd give me leave ſtill to ſubſcribe my ſelf, as J really 
am, and ever ſhall be, | 


Paris, Sept. 30. My Lord, 
1685. N. S. Your Lordſbip's 
| to Command. 


10040000544 %% 6000 
LETTER LXXXVIII. 


Af the Violences offered to the Barons of Mom- 
Loi peton, de Mauzac, de Vichaſe, and de la 


J Mothe. 

) t 

wlll My Lord, 

' a AVING not yet any better Entertainment for 
lo) your Lordſhip, than by purſuing the ſame Subject 


ke! have of late dwelt upon in the Courſe of my Corre- 
; hf pondence 3 I ſhall once more adventure upon a ſhort 
nia Relation of what has lately come within the Verge of 
ur ny Intelligence, concerning the barbarous Uſe of the 
ru barons of Mompeton, de Mauxac, de Vichaſe, and de la 
th x -. M4 Mot he: 


that you would be pleaſed to retain a fayourable Opinion 


4-4 
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Mothe : and the rather, ſince, if I am not much m 
taken, I have heard your Lordſhip formerly mente 
ſome of their Names, and particularly de Mompeton, 

being of your Acquaintance when you travelled in d 
Kingdom. Theſe Gentlemen were Members of t 
Church of Montauban, where lately the Dragoons ; 
come; but it ſeems, before they began to exerciſe th 
Fury upon the poor People, it was contriv'd, by t 
Prime Commanders, how they might entrap the fo 
mention'd honourable Perſons, as being of great Author 
among the reſt of the People, and capable to draw othe 
to follow their Example; but yet obſerv'd to be of 
known Integrity, and of whom they were in deſpair 
compaſs their Ends, unleſs by Surprize : wherefore thi 
had notice given them ſecretly, that in order to preve 
the pillaging of their Houſes, they ought to go and p- 
their reſpects to the Marquiſs de Boufflers, who being 
Perſon of Honour himſelf, would not fail to uſe them 
ſuch; whereupon the Baron of Manzac, having preſet 
ted himſelf firſt at the Houſe where the Marquiſs be 
taken up his Lodzings, he was made to wait in t 
Anti-Chamber, till ſuch time as the Intendant and Biſh 
(who had notice of the Deſign) were come thither. Whe 
they came, they went into the Marquiſs's Chamber, bl 
another Door, and concerted Methods with him, how the 
might get the Baron to become a Roman Catholick, AW 
ter they had pitch'd upon the Meaſures they were to of 
upon, the Baron was order'd to come in, and after lon 

Diſcourſe uſed to him, to induce him to become 
voluntary Convert, the Biſhop began to ſpeak, and ſag 
© There was no need of ſo much ado with that Ge 
© tleman; that there was no more to be done, than t 
„bring him down upon his Knees, and he would t 
© rights give him Abſolution of his Hereſy.) Where 


upon a parcel of Rufhans there at hand ſeiz'd upon thi 8 


Baron, foil'd him, and brought him down upon nl 
Knees. This inſolent and bold Carriage, the Fear q 

the Danger, the Conſternation it brought him under, to * 
gether with the Fall, ſo far prevail'd upon his Spirig, 


that 


S 
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he ſwooned away; ſo as that thoſe Miſcreants, who 
ought him into that dangerous Condition, had much 
to to recover him, and bring him to himſelf again. 
ſhere happen' d, it ſeems, to be a Knight of Malta in 
E place, who, being a Man of great Honour, and find- 
g that this way of converting che World was a very 
and new way, and little agreeable to Chri/tianity, 


863 


: 2 would have taken him away out of their hands; but 
tent were theſe vile Sparks on their Enterprize, that 
would by no means give way to the Interceſſion of 
c Wh: Knight, unleſs he would charge himſelf with being 
| xonſfible for the Baron's Converſion. But whatever 
1 Wo: Genteman did for the keeping of his Word with 


km, towards bringing of the Baron to a Compliance, 

am credibly inform'd he could not prevail; but that 

e Soldiers were thoſe who got their Ends on him: and 

at was done by a terrible Method, viz. by forcing him 

W keep continually awake, without any intermediate Reſt ; 

W which they brought him to dote, and be beſide himſelf, . 
ten they extorted his ſigning. This bad Succeſs did 


e diſcourage the Convertors, as they were call'd; for 
he Baron de Vichaſe entring a little after to pay the ſame 
„ pects to the Marquiſs, they would have uſed the ſame 


ence to him; but though they got him down, yet 
bravely got up again upon his Legs, and clap'd his 
Wk againſt a Wall, and his Hand to his Sword, and 


s aſſaulted, that they choſe rather to give him over 
Wi puſh the matter no further. The Baron de Mompe- 
Ge Was the laſt that came, who, though of ſuch ad- 
cd Age, as being near ſeventy four Years old, and 


herd dugh in the Dioceſs of Montauban; yet had no more 
eck or pic ſhew'd him than the reſt : for they ſet 


n n him in t 


* z 


- tolls hindred them from throwing him down, and his 
9 


n and ſtout Expreſſions ſtopped the Biſhop's Mouth, 
thi he eſcaped 5; though he wag taken afterward in his. 
5 5. Hight: 


N 5 


t with ſuch a Reſolution to defend himſelf, in caſe he 
7 


14 ach a Quality, as being Lord of a very conſiderable 


ge ſame manner as they had done the reſt, 
a 4 appending fortunately. to be booted and ſpurred, his. 
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Flight out of the Kingdom, and condemn'd, accordin 
to the rigorous Proceedings of this Court, to the Gf 


leys: and though his Age and Quality, beſides the gre: 
Sollicitations made at Court in favour of him, mip 
render the matter very eaſy to be obtain'd 3 yet it w: 
with much difficulty that he was got to be exempte 
from that odious Condemnation: and this was given o 
as an extraordinary Mark of the King's Clemency. I 
Baron de la Mothe avoided the Smart, by not appearin 
at the place for that time, but he was puniſh'd ſoon a 
ter, by E his two fine Houſes deſtroy'd; and lat 
ly, through a tedious Miſery of a Priſon, they extorte 
a Compliance from him. I hope this will find yo 
Lordſhip in Health, and free from ſuch in this tic 

liſh time; which ſhall be the daily Wiſhes of, 


My Lord, 
Paris, Nov, 13. a Tour Lordſhip's 8 


1686. N. Ss. moſt Humble and 
5 moſt Devoted Servan 


Oe kr ret 


LETTER LXXXIX. 


Of the Revocation of the Edict of Nants 
how Monſieur le Tellier the Chancellor ha 
ten'd it, and hu own Death. 


My Lord, | 
H E Parliament is not yet open'd here; when the 
was no doubt made of it, but that it was fully « 
ſign'd the Edict of Nants would have been reyoke 
but moſt People were aftoniſh'd to ſee the Reyocatid 


come out before the ſaid time, and great Inquiry ma 


into the Secret of this unexpected Procedure; for thou} 


che Violences I have, in ſome of my former Letters 
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jour Lordſhip, given an account of, were really ſuch, if 
ot worſe than repreſented, yet they were chiiſten'd with 
de Name of making Converts by fair means; and the 
Court would make the World believe it to be ſo at all 
points. And to elude the poor Reformed with the vain 
Hopes that they ſhould yet enjoy the Benefit of the E- 
ict a long time, they had an Order put forth the 15th 
of September in favour of them, in reſpe& of Marriages, 
yhich they had for a long time before ſollicited for in 
ain. But it ſeems the Chancellor has been the means 
o haſten it, as I am credibly inform'd ; for finding him- 
{if burden'd with Years and Infirmities, and fearing leſt 
he might be overtaken with Death before the fatal Blow 
mas given, he did at laſt, by freſh and repeated Inſtan- 
ces (alledging he could not live to the time the Edict 
vas deſign d to be nullify'd, and that he was not willing 
o die before he had put the Seal to the Revocation of 
t) obtain his Ends. But, my Lord, it is very obſerva- 
ble, that he had no ſooner done it, by putting to the Seal, 
but that he neither would nor could ſeal any other Order 
whatſoever, but died here three days ago very uneaſy; 
though he blaſphemouſly ſaid (when he had done it) the 
Words of old Simeon, That after he had ſeen the Sal- 
uation of the Lord, he would go to his Grave in peace. 
do not queſtion but your Lordſhip had heard before of 
the Revocation of the Edict; but the Death of the Chan- 
cellor, and Circumſtance of it, I ſuppoſe you have nor, 
and that is the Occaſion of my troubling you with this 
Letter; which 1 ſhall conclude, with ſubſcribing my ſelf, 


©44 LOS 16a weeh- > Ws 0 re nog; 
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paris, Nov. 2. My Lord, 
1685, N o 8. 5 ü 
Tour very Humble Servant. 
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SESHESS/ASESS/6.45.5.5.8 6 
- ABT r 


Contæining ſome Obſervations upon the French 

King's Edict in October 1685. for the Re- 
vocation of the Edict of Nants, made in fa- 
vour of the Reformed in the Reign of Henry 
the Fourth. e | 


My Tord, : 


Have very lately given your Lordſhip an account 0 
1 the Death of Monſieur le Tellier, ſoon after the Re. 
vocation of the Edit of Nants; I am apt to believe 
your Lordſhip has not ſeen the ſaid Revocation, and 
therefore, to keep my hand in ure, and for want of bet 
ter Matter to gratify your Honour's Expectation, I ſhall 
deſcant a little upon the Particulars of it. After the Pre- 
fatory Part of it, it is aſſerted. as a conſtant Truth, That 
the Edict of Nants was not given, but with a proſpe 
to revoke it; That not only the King himſelf, ſince his 
Acceflion to the Throne, but even his Father and Grand- 
father Henry IV. had a Deſign to bring the Reformed 
back to the Communion of the Roman Catholick Church 
and that Ciyil and Foreign Wars have been the only 
Cauſe that had retarded the Execution of that Deſign; 
That before the Concluſion of the Truce in 1684, A. 
fairs were not brought to a fit Diſpoſition to bring it 
about; and that till now they had been content to ſup- 
preſs the Places of their Worſhip, and to aboliſh ſome o 
their Privileges; and that in order to make way for the 
accompliſhing of this great Work, the King was the 


more eaſily brought to conclude the ſaid Truce. Thin 


being prefaced, the reſt contains twelve Articles, import 
ing in general, That all Edits made in fayour of chellfh 
„„ Reforma 
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med are null; That the Reformed Religion ſhall 
o more exerciſed in the Kingdom; That all the Mi- 

Is ſhail be baniſh'd, yet wich Promiſes, that if they 
ame Converts in a limited time, viz. in fifteen Days, 
and their Widows after them ſhould be provided 
c. That no Retormed Schools ſhall be kept in the 
dom; That all Children, for the future, ſhall be 
whit up in the Roman Catholick Religion; That thoſe 
tht return into the Kingdom in four Months, who 


i: out of it, elſe to have their Goods confiſcated ; That 
ye, for the future, ſhall dare to go out of the King- 


u, under Penalty of the Galleys, c. That ſuch De- 
mions as have been made againſt thoſe that relapſed, 
i be in force: But, laſt of all, it grants the Reformed 
erty to remain where they pleaſe in the Kingdom; to 
ninue their Trade, enjoy their Goods without any Mo- 


Re · Naion or Trouble, under pretence of their Religion; 
eye he condition notwithſtanding that they ſhall not exer- 
andi the fame, nor keep any Aſſemblies under pretence of 
ber ers, or any other Worſhip whatſoever. But how 


nous ſoever this Article may ſeem, it is already appa- 
* that *tis but a mere Illuſion, and that there is much 
fly couch'd under it: It would inſinuate to us, that 
King had no deſign to forbid Domeſtick Worſhip, 
to enforce Mens Conſciences, ſince this Expreſſion, 
l ſuch time as God ſhould be pleaſed to enlighten them, 
deen added as one fine-ſpun Thred to the reſt of the 
: but the Court and Clergy have made it already 
ear, that this was the leaſt of their Thoughts, ſince 


191 Wy have actually cauſed the Troops to march towards 
„A. brovinces that have not yet been ravaged ; though. 
ng it the ſame time the chief Magiſtrate of this City has 
 (up-Mmbled the principal Merchants here together, to con- 


n here to them, by word of Mouth, what was con- 
id in the Edict, and to aſſure them they had nothing 
s theſſ fear upon that aceount. And this has had a very 

This mcious Effect already, for it has ſent many home into 
nport· Nr Houſes again, who had taken meaſures to be gone, 
of the their Families, out of the Kingdom; for the moſt 
E „„ didtrultful 
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diſtruſtful Perſons could not perſuade themſelves, that 
ſolemn a Promiſe could be made with an Intention 
break it the next 1 but Experience has ve 
quickly taught them, that the Imprudence to return y 
to no other effect, than to receive the Dragoons i 
their Houſes; and now, when tis too late, they co 
to know, that the Marquiſs de Chateauneuf had no ot 
Deſign, than to lay a Snare for the Credulous, by a b. 
equivocating Phraſe, and ſuch as the Jeſuits uſually h 
made uſe of in eng the Orders and Declaratic 

concerning Religion, which have paſſed through th 
Hands: and that by adding to thoſe Words, waiting iſ 
the Lord ſhall be pleaſed to enlighten them, theſe (a 
as others ; he meant no other, than that the Dragoo 
who had enlightned the firſt Conyerts, ſhould alſo bet 
Diſpenſers of the ſame Light to thoſe who continued 
if and opinionative. But I ſhall, in my next, g 

our Lordſhip further Information of this baſe and df 

le-dealing, ſo much to the diſhonour of this Court,: 
the Miniſters of it, from whom, as in the Litany . 
I commend your Lordſhip to the Divine Protection, af; 
ſhall ever while I live do ſo, and remain, * 


J 


paris Dec. 10. My Lord, 
168 5. N. Ss | 
8 b Tour Lord ſhip's 


Moſt. Devoted Serv 
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Er n x6, 


if the Marquiſs of Louvois's Letter, autho- 
rizing the ſevere Proſecution of the Refor- 
med; as alſo an Order by him ſigned to the 
ſame purpoſe. e 


ut I. of WRITE-HALI I. 


My Lord, 6 
Have made a kind of a Promiſe to your Lordſhip, 
when I writ laſt, to give you ſome further Explica- 
jon of the Double - dealing of this Court upon the Sub- 
Wet-matter of the Edict of the Revocation, and parti- 
blarly that Article that ſeem'd to contain ſo much in 
our of the Reformed 3 and ſuch, my Lord, it was, that 
e very Romaniſts themſelves thought fit to ſuſpend the 
Courſe of their violent Proceedings againſt them upon it: 
nd therefore Monſieur the Duke de Noailles, who had 
received Orders for the Province of Languedoc, which that 
huſe formerly mention'd ſeem'd to revoke, had, upon the 
feruſing it, ' recourſe to the Delphian Oracle of this Coun- 
n, for the Solution of ſo great a Difficulty ; upon which 
he Marquiſs de Lowvois, the Gallican Afollo, ſoon diſ- 
uſed him, and returned to his Queſtion this deciſive 
nice ; * I doubt not but the quartering of a few 
Troopers more than ordinary upon thoſe few of the 
Gentry and Commoners, that ſtill remain of the Re- 
formed Religion, will quickly undeceive them, and con- 
vince them of the Miſtake they have been in concerns 
ing the Edict, which Monſi eur de Chateauneuf hath 
dawn up: And his Majeſty's Pleaſure is, That you 
would make an Explication of the ſame very ſeverely 
againſt all thoſe, who will be the laſt to make a Profeſ- 
E ſon of a Religion that does not pleaſe him, and the 
Eee „ 1 ©: Exerciſe 
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e Exerciſe whereof he hath thought fit to prohibit th 
© all his Dominions.“ But, my Lord, this is not 
only Letter nor Order to this purpoſe , for I haye 
| the advantage to ſee ſome others to the Officers of (| 
Army and Intendants, importing, That for the furh 
convincing of the Incredulous, it was declar d thoſe vi 
lences were order d by the Council; and in ſhort d 
Marquiſs de Louvois was the principal Author of the 
cruel Expedients. But, above all the reſt, I have p 
vately ſeen an Order 1 by him, wherein it is 
preſs d, That the Copy t ereof ſhould be ſent to the Ma 
quiſs de Verac, and which ended with theſe remarkat 
Words: © It is his Majeſty's Will and Pleaſure, th 
& you make uſe of the utmoſt Rigour and Severity agai 
c all thoſe who are not willing to become of his Re 
© gjon; and thoſe who will have the Vainglory to cot 
c tinue to the laſt of the Number, muſt be uſed 
© prefled upon to the utmoſt Extremity.' FIl leave 
to your Lordſhip's Wiſdom and known Sagacity to 
minate upon, and judge of this Legerdemain Procedur 
and crave leave to acknowledge (though it be never 0 
of my Mind) the many Favours you have been pleaſe 
to ſhew upon all occaſions to, 


Paris, Dec. 14. My Lord, 
1685. N. 8. 


Your Honour's Humble Servan 


LET 
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. Fan Order prohibiting the Reformed to fre- 
Wl quent the Chappels or Houſes of the Ambaſ- 
ſagors of Foreign Princes. | 


My Lerd, 

UR Court here, it ſeems, have thought it a little 
too low to deſcend to forbid the Reformed to 
quent the Proteſtant Chappels of Foreign Miniſters, 
W! therefore they have confign'd that piece of Prudgery 
to the Civil Magiſtrate of this City, who has done it 
ſuch Terms as are as like to another Equiyocation 1 
he already mention'd to your Lordfhip, that it cannot 
terwiſe be than a Pig of the ſame Sow ; for the Order 
es not mention, © That thoſe who were ſtill of the 
Wietormed Religion ſhould not be preſent at any Di- 
Wine Worſhip in the Houſes of Ambaſſadors, and of 
uber Miniſters of Foreign Potentates ;* but it has a 
m of Expreſſion that is very ſingular and pretty, cal- 
them thoſe who ſay, they are ſtill of the Reformed 
gion; as if it were now ſomewhat ſtrange or crimt- 
, after what hath been mention'd in the latter Clauſe 
the Edict of Revocation, whereof I have ſome time 
k taken particular notice to your Lordſhip, to con- 
e ſtill of that Religion, to which it hath promiſed ſo 
le Support, or uſe the Freedom to ſay it. But hereby 
plain, they are intent to cut off the only Reſource 
| Conſolation they had left them under their hard For- 
}, by enjoining i $a not to frequent thoſe Religious 
rciſes practiſed in privileged and exempted Houſes, 
u while the Roman Catholicks in all Proteſtant Coun- 
have the liberty publickly to be preſent at their 


van 


u way of Religious Worſhip, which is celebrated a 
| — e 
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the Houſes of all Popiſh Ambaſſadors, the unhappy Re 
nant of the French Proteſtants are hereby utterly 
priv'd of the little Conveniency which they had, bo 

ſeldom and ſecretly, of preſenting themſelves at the He 
ſes.of Proteſtant Ambaſſadors, there to pay their Dey 
tions with ſome Marks of Union. One ſhould thi 
my Lord, the Foreign Potentates ſhould reſent this, þ 
alas! that Intereſt ſeems to be quite in the Wain, ff 
our Native Country has left holding the Scales, which 
cannot leſs than deplore, though it is out of my poy 
to redreſs ; But who knows what your Lordſhip 
I am, | 


2 My Lord, . | 
Paris, Dec. 16. Yours in ſincereſt Affection 
1685. N. 8. | and Senſe of Dull 


CSE 08 88 
LETTER Xcn. 


The Reformed in France are prohibited to of 
tertain any other Servants than old Cath 
licks, &c. ED 


My Lord, | 
T HIS Kingdom ſwarms ſtill, as it has done for {c 
Months backwards, with more Edits and De 
rations ; and that chiefly about the poor diſtreſſed Re 
med, whom they think they can never depreſs loy 
nough. It was in July laſt that they were forbidde 
take any Domeſticks into their Service that were of 
Roman Communion 3 and now they are order'd to 
none but old Romaniſts to be their Domeſtick Serva 
and the ſame Injunctions reach alſo the new Conve 
It is a ſad and melancholy Subject, I do confeſs; 
were it of leſs Importance, one could not forbear la 


1715 


16 
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to conſider that what was pitched upon as highly 
ul and neceſſary, in the Month of July, for to ob- 
wt the Perverſion of Catholicks, could ſome five 
bnths after retard the Converſion of ſuch as might 
ne been of the Reformed Way in the Service of Per- 
ns of the ſame Religion: as if in the Month of July, 
jen almoſt half the Kingdom was over-run with Dra- 
es, and who did every where commit the terribleſt 
clWyages imaginable, any one in his Wits could imagine 
oat thoſe of the Reformed Religion ſhould think upon 
e perverting of any of the Roman Catholicks to Like 

lay; or that in the Month of December the handful of 

e Reformed, who are accuſed by the King's Declara- 
„n to perſevere ſtill in their erroneous Opinions, are 
D#SÞ a condition to take into their Service all the reſt of 
k Reformed, who are brought to a State of ſerving 

her People to gain them an honeſt Liyelihood, and by 

oY way to hinder the efficacious Means, which the King 
ares he. doth make uſe of for the reducing this poor 
tople to Obedience. It is impoſſible, my Lord, to de- 
hier to you the daily Hardſhips put upon theſe forlorn 
ple, whoſe Miſeries daily haye an Appearance of fur- 
* Aggravation and Increaſe 5 which, I know, muſt ag- 
at vate your Sorrow, and I ſhall therefore forbear any fur- 
er Enlargements hereupon, and content my ſelf to pro- 

b how ready I am to give your Lordſhip all the Satiſ- 

Kon that lies in my power, and to continue, 


r {c 17s, Jew. 16. My Lord, 
De 1686. N. $ | 125 | 
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Of Alien Proteſtants, their Vſage in Franc xn 
and the Severities ſhewed to the Dutch Co * 
ful at Nants, and others. 


My Tord, | | 
OUR Lordſhip may have been deſirous to kn 
all this while, that ſince the French have been WM. 

cruel to their own Fellow-ſubje&s and Natives, . 
Strangers fare amongſt them; and therefore 1 ſhail g 
your Honour my Thoughts upon this matter, as far 

any Particulars: have come to my Knowledg. It's 
Jong ſince that we haye ſeen aw Order here, giving lea 
to all Proteſtant Strangers to have free egreſs and regrt 

into the Kingdom, with their Wives, Children, Servant 
and others of their Nation, at will, and with the fa 
Freedom and Liberty which they enjoyed in times pal 
but they are ſtrictly charged to carry none of the King 
Subjects out with them, without expreſs leave under t 
Secretary of State's hands, nor to exerciſe their own Ml 
ligion, whatever Religion they be of: which laſt Wor 
were ſlidden in craftily by the Jeſuits, after that of 5 
teſtants, to the end they might enhance the Diviſo 
amongſt them; from which the Miſſionaries drew the 
greateſt Arguments to entrap the Simple and Ignor 
and whereby they would tacitely inſinuate, That all . 
Sects which at this day diſhonour the Chriſtian Religiqq; 

and which agree in any one thing with Proteſtantiſſi 

are ſo many Proteſtant Sects: tho it's well known 

the World, that all true True Proteſtants both ſhun 4. 

abhor their Communion, Such an Order was certalll 

at this time, highly neceſſary ; for, tho no Orders , 

a 5 6 
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e been iſſued out for to hinder thoſe who would not 
xome Romaniſts to enter the Kingdom; yet the Court 
W: afraid their rigorous Proceedings againſt their own 
ies would deter others, as thinking they could ex- 
ano better Treatment, nor more Safety in their Per- 
ws and Eſtates in France, than natural Frenchmen, 
; how little Benefit many Alien Proteſtants have re- 
ned hereby, is notoriouſly known in every part of 
Kingdom; and the Dutch Conſul at Nants has 
ſj experienced the ſame: tho one ſhould have thought 


be offered him in that kind. It has been uſual, my 
id, for Foreigners, who have reſided in this King- 
m, relying upon the Publick Faith, and flouriſhing 
Commerce, to love to take care to preſerve the 
it of their Toil and Pains in a Country where the 
ht of Inheritance took place upon their taking Let- 
dof Naturalization : wherefore many ſuch are to be 
nd here at this day, who never dreamt that they ſhould 
noleſted in their Religion, and thereby run the ha- 
{ of loſing their Eſtates alſo, as mh it to be a 
ter very conformable to the Rules of Juſtice and the 
of Nature and of Nations, that they ſhould be re- 
| to their primitive States, as others, when the King- 
n thought fit to revoke the Edits, under the Pro- 
tion and Duration whereof they had made theſe Ad- 
res; and alledging, that they did not become French- 
„ but conditionally, that they might enjoy the 
dom of their Conſciences; ſeeing without that they 
ud never have taken thoſe Engagements: or if the 
Wietument thought not fit to obſerve them, the leaſt 
wuld do, was to remit them to their former Liberty, 
Ito give them their Choice, either to enjoy the Privi- 
| of their Letters, whereby they were naturaliz'd, by 
ins Roman Catholicks, or to loſe that Advantage, 


e Pleas, tho full of Reaſon and Equity, have lit- 
aailed any of them, for they have been generally 
| | treate 


Quality was able to ſecure him againſt any Violences 


— — 


to be looked upon for the future as no other than 
agers, if they perſever'd in their own Religion, But 


* ” , ” s 
= 

„ 

25 a — 


. = — 5 
— — — - 4 001 3 ti - . — — — N 1 
8 3 — — — — — 4 : * K 4 . — — 
r — _ ATE <> . 25 =——— oo 8 1 XL — mp 
5 oa — — 
* — — a * 4 
- . — al — _—- — — J 
* I a , 4 N — — ” — _ "wo #- #4 Fe —— rer. 8 — — — . — 1 * — Ka N 4 [I 
rig - 2 N N 1 FC nn vr = as ORs — ” — ” - 5 
- * — ge 3 — — —__ 
— — a=" 4 * . — * . 1 — _ — - — * — = N 
- py : a —— . . — — 8 9 wo” ras 222 422 
— | — I —_— 9 9 . D 
n n 1 3 2 nl r * 6 _ b a 
, "— r p —_ 


4 


_— 


1 — 4 
2 , 
Da oe oo” 


* 
1 — . — 
* = _ = 5 — 2 
—— — OS 
— 


4 4 $ — 
K . 


3 ¶ * ̃ GE * 


nn. 42 n 


23 ͤ—ͤͤ B ů ů*—09³ 


262 The Secret HISTO RT 


treated with the fame Rigour and Severity as the re 
have been. And to this end there are and have bee 
forty ſnivelling Pretences raiſed, to involve them in t 
ſame Miſery: if any of them have French Wives; 
they have Children by them of ſuch an Age, born i 
this Kingdom; or if they have a Father or Mother.i 
| law living with them; this is enough to quarter the D 
= goons upon them. In ſhort, my Lord, I cannot ({ 
wn how it can be ſafe for any Proteſtant to come and ; 
= . ſide in this Country, notwithſtanding what is contain 
ml in the forementioned Order ; for tho this Court mio 
be punctual in the Obſervance of it according to f 
Letter, yet ſeeing it doth poſitively forbid, that ſu 
Strangers ſhould exerciſe their Religion here, it brin 
but a ſmall Remedy to the Evil they have apprehend 
might ariſe, by the Fear which may poſſeſs the Mi 
of Foreigners from reſiding and trafficking among 
them, unleſs ſuch Proteſtant Aliens will be conte 
=_— (which cannot be generally thought of them) to li 
4 without any Worſhip at all; for they muſt expet, 
1 they do otherwiſe, tho it be their private Devotions o 
_ in their Families, to be liable to the Rigours of t 
= ſame Inquiſition with the French Proteſtants themſely 
A I find they are reſolved here to carry all things w 
4 an high hand: I heartily wiſh it may be no Pattern 
I remain, 


Our: 


- 


My Lord, 
Paris, Fune Ne 
1686. N. S8. Tour moſt Humble and | no! 


moſt Devoted Serva 


See 5 
b 
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e eee eee ee ee 
LETTER . 
meerning the Ignorance of Popilh Convents. 


My Lor d, | l 
T's ſcarce credible how ignorant the Popiſu Convents 
in this Country are of all good Literature, eſpecially 
Women kind, who have entertained ſuch monſtrous 
ons concerning the Principles of the Reformed 
srches, that unleſs I had had it from inconteſtable 
climonies, I ſhould not abuſe your Lordſhip, and ha- 
xd my Reputation with you ſo far, as to mention it 
I jou. I know not whether 1 have formerly given 


altice here to put young Maidens of the Proteſtant 


norance both of their Principles and Practices, as ever 
ud have entred into the Thoughts of rational Ani- 
ls They have looked upon and entertained them as 
they were ſuch as had no Belief in Jeſus Chriſt; and 
tonly ſo, but as ſuch as did not pray to God, but 
oked Calvin or Luther only: x others they were 
ed upon as Jews that had not been circumciſed, or 
| not eat any Swine's Fleſh. With a thouſand ſuch 
imera's and Abſurdities have the crafty Prieſts filled 
Noddles of thoſe ſimple Women, who think all they 
an Oracle, But tho many diſtreſſed Perſons have 


Va 


ces in a moſt rigorous manner; yet we are not with- 
t Examples of others, who when by their Piety, In- 
ence, and Knowledg they had diſabus'd thoſe who 


* 


much Tenderneſs and Humanity. I would not, 


my 


ur Honour to underſtand, that it has been a frequent 


ih into Religious Houſes, to be tutored there in the 
bolick Faith, and where they have found the groſſeſt 


Fin extreme Sufferers, and felt the Effects of theſe Pre- 


e the charge of them, have been treated by them 


hes 
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part 
my Lord, have continued a Correſpondence ſo little t 


Emil 


your Honour's Information, had 1 not lain under yolſh. 4 
Commands for my ſo doing; and that you have always. 
expreſs d your Satisfaction with my Endeayours to ſer of 
you: who am, N eg 
| My Os. | Naval 
Paris, July 7. Yours, in all humble dle. 
1686. N. S. Obſervance, Vs 

4 a Days 
FF 
| | | Hh ) cot 
LE TT NR ACVT. his 1 

* | | han 3 

Of Mareſchal Schomberg, and the Maſi h 


quiſs de Ruvigny's Retreat out of France} 
and of the Favour ſhewed to the Maſh 
queſs du Queſne, with the Reaſons thereof. 


My Lord, | : | 
Do not queſtion but your Lordſhip had Acquaintan@ 
| with Mareſchal Schomberg, when ſome years ago 
England; you may, perhaps, ſee him there again inf 
ſhort time: For he hath with very great difficulty, nd 
withſtanding his many and ſignal Services for this Crow 
obtained leave to depart the Kingdom, but under ve 
hard Reſtrictions; the number of his Domeſticks b. 
ing limited, and the Veſſel wherein he embarked view" 
very narrowly. The Court before his Departure af 
pointed him Portugal for his Retreat; that ſo that fa 
Country, where he has been known for ſo many V 
tories, might become unto him rather a Place of Exilf 
than Retreat. | 1 
The Marquiſs de Revigny had always ſome meaſu 
of the King's Favour; but that, t fs 15 with all t 
Intereſt he has had with his Miniſters of State, wi} 
little enough to procure him leaye to retire with 
| Fam 


— 
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mily into England: but whether arrived there, your 
Lordſhip can tell much better than I. 3 
W As for the Marquiſs de Mueſne, tho fourſcore years 
Wil, and a Perſon that hath deſerved ſo much for his 
png and glorious Services, and under whoſe Conduct the 
ayab Power of this Kingdom, heretofore ſo inconſide- 
uble, was become ſo formidable to all the World; yet 
he hath not been able to obtain leave to go finiſh his 
Days in a Proteſtant Country. But the Court have 
pmplimented him 8 with a great Favour, vix. 
p continue in this City, with Aſſurance he ſhall not be 
moleſted upon the ſcore of his Religion. But no doubt 
this Fayour hath proceeded more from Court-Poli 
han any good Will ; for they are, it's very likely, afraid 
Int had they granted him leave to depart the Kingdom, 
might go and inform Strangers of the State of their 
Marine Affairs; the Weakneſs and Defects whereof he 
"Woows, as well as he can difcovev the Strength and 
« Wower of the ſame; And as for the Liberty of his 

onſcience granted him, they found that alſo expedient, 

) hinder him to practiſe his Eſcape by one Artifice or 
ther, if he were menaced with any Conſtraint, I did 
ot think once matters would have been brought to this 
als here; but when they are at the worſt, there will 
hopes they will mend, as I hope 1 ſhall in my Intel- 
vence to your Lordſhip, who am, 


" | My Lord, 

. arts, Sept. 4. = 5 5 
11586. N. 8. Dev1iet to ſer ve Tou. 
a | 

V 

ih 

aſu Hb rere 

It 


N 
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LETTER XCVIL 


Of Monſieur Claude”s Book, entiiuled, 
Proteſtation, in the Name of the Re 


formed, winked at in France; and King 


James's being made their Drudg to bur 
3+ in England. 


My Lord, EYE 
T O think that your Lordſhip hath not ſeen and re: 
A Monfieur Claude's Proteſtation in the Name of 
Reformed, were to judg very diſreſpectfully and diminu 
tively of your Curioſity, and therefore for me to deſcan 
upon it, cannot but be nauſeous 3; but give me leay 
to obſerve to your Lordfhip the different Procedure o 
the two Courts at this time: tho it's not doubted here 
and I hope in a ſhort time to give ou a further ac 


count of it, but that they are enter'd into very clo 


Meaſures and Deſigns together, which will appear it 


due place. Nothing can be heard on this fide, but th 
loud and dreadful Cry, of Conſtrain them all to come in 


while our Emiſſaries, in conjunction with their Popil! 


Levitical Brethren on your ſide, are a preaching up 
general Indulgence to tender Conſciences, and a Sove 
reign Duty to grant equal Toleration to all Opinions 
and one would almoſt believe both are ſincere. Bu 
my Lord, the burning of che foreſaid Book, which 

an Abridgment of the Ffiſtory of the Perſecution, b 
our King's Order, under pretence of its containing 
Doctrine contrary to the Authority of Kings, is an 

Proof of the latter; and an half-ſighted Man cannd 
but ſee, that maugre all the Inclination that ſeems to 
in the Court, towards granting Indulgence to oth 


* 
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heir Deſigns muſt have quite another Tendency: but I 

find this Court has got the Afcendency, for they have 

cunningly enough judged it more profitable to diſſemble 

the Injury they conceive they have received by the fore- 
ſaid Book, than to take a publick Revenge, for fear 
ſt all the World ſhould come co read a Piece that was ſo 

JW dangerous to them, and obnoxious to their Intereſt 3 and 

jen. they well knew they had form'd a Tool to do that 
Jo theic hands, with leſs Envy to themſelves and more 
o :: :: Whenever they required it. I heartily beg 
jour Lordſhip's pardon for my Freedom with you; 
yho am, | 


Parts, Nov. 6. | | | 
1686. N. s. Your very humble Servant. 


My Lord, 


J LETTER XCVII. 


f the League made between Ging Janes II. 
and the French Ning, Lewis XIV. 


My Lord, | | 

Have once hinted to your Lordſhip, That both Courts 
were enter'd into very cloſe Meaſures and Deſigns 
Js eſtabliſn themſelves, to the prejudice of their Neigh- 
bourss As I ſhould have been, and am very ſorry 
w have diſappointed your Bxpectations, after ſuch Inti- 
mations given you; I do now as much rejoice that I 
ye, tho I may ſay ſurreptitiouſſy, got the Heads of 
8. he League lately made between them: for it is here 
vith our Minutes as with other things, when they are 
u beſn, they are more choice and fond of them. And it 
was agreed in general, That our King ſhould join with 
de French King in a War againſt Holland, both by os 

N 2 | an 
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and Land: but in order to carry the ſame effectually on \ 
it was more particularly concert. I Ref 
I. That they ſhall both endeayour to draw the Prince the 
of Orange to connive at ſuch a War, and to conſent to the Ml ven 
Abolition of the Penal Laws and Teſt againſt the Rowan WM ſuff 
Catholicks, with ſpecious Promiſes of making him Prince \ 
of Holland, ſecuring his Succeſhon in England, and of Ml xto 
many other great Proffers and Advantages : But in caſe W the 
he proves ſtiff, to endeavour to make a total Conqueſt 8, 
of that Country, and ſhare it between themſelves, as will 
was projected in the laſt Durch War; and whereof, to ln. 
the beſt of my Remembrance, I have given your Lord. and 
ſhip a 8 Relation; and then to find out ſomeMheio 
effectual Expedients to put the Prince of Orange by too Tren 
of his Succeſſion in England. 
II. That upon ſuppoſal that the Prince ſhall reſfuſe I fore 
to comply with them in their projected Deſigns, then fay 
the Engliſh and Scotch Forces ſhall be recalled out off 
the Dutch Service, and be ſent immediately into that o 
France, to be employ'd for a time in remoter Campaigns, 
towards Spain or Italy; and for want of ſuch Service in 
Gariſons, for fear they ſhall turn tail and revolt, and ſo 
the Prince and the States of Holland be beforehand 
weakned, and the French conſiderably ſtrengthned. 
III. That ſome thouſands of the French choice Men 


as of the King's Gentlemen Muſqueteers, and others udg 
ſhall inſenſibly be brought into England, if the King pe 


finds his Occaſions to require it, to be mixt with thefſ 
Engliſh Troops, under pretence of learning the other 
more perfect Diſcipline. N 6 s 
IV. That they ſhall both join their Forces at Sea with 
all poſſible Strengtn. . Ott & FIX 

V. That a good Body of French, Engliſh, Scotch and 
Iriſh Troops ſhall be. put on board both the Fleets, that (offi 
a Mixture may be made in both, to the end it may creat 
leſs Jealouſy-z and that the reſt of the Engliſh and other 
Britiſh Troops, that can be conveniently ſpared from 
England, ſhall be employ'd in the Land-Armies, againſt 
the Republick of Holland. © 2 5 | 
SEL bo SVs Ke NE! VI, That 
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Vi. That after the War be once declared, ſuch French 
W Refugees as will ſhew themſelves willing to ſerve under 
be Engliſh Banner againſt Holland, ſhall enjoy the Re- 
enues which they had in France, tho they ſhall not be 
uffered to dwell 3 % | 
VII. That neither Side ſhall deſiſt from the War, till 
© ztotal Conqueſt be made of the ſaid Country, which 
1 as think themſelves ſure enough of : And that when 
WH Holland ſhall be ſubjected by their united Force, there 
vill then be no more Fear of any Oppoſition in Eng- 
land, to prevent the King from raiſing Arbitrary Power 
nd the Roman Catholick Religion there to the ſame 
e height as it is in France, nor from concurring with the 
0M French King, till he ſhall obtain the Empire for himſelf, 
III. That the French King ſhall pay all the Britiſh 
ſeorces in Flanders and elſewhere, and be content to de- 
n ay half the Charges of the War, that our King with 


Var with Vigour. and Conſtancy enough to make a 
Conqueſt 3 but that. afterwards, for a Recompence, he 
hall be obliged to aſſiſt France in any future War, with 
thirty Capital Ships, and twenty thouſand Men, at half 
Charges borne. 


| Your 7 knows much better how to make a 
judgment of ſuch a League, than I can pretend to; but 
perceive the Effect will be dreadful, not only to poor 
Holland but to England too, unleſs the neighbouring 
dotentates be timouſly awakened to ward the Blow; and 


| the gap, But I pretend not to dictate to your Lord- 
ip what every generous Engliſh Man's Duty is to God 
nd his Country upon ſuch an occaſion ; and ſo conclude, 
ich ſubſcribing my ſelf, ; 


reat | 
aris, Jan. 24. My Lord, 
[rom 1687. N. S. | 
ainſt | Your very Humble Servant, 


hat N 3 LE T. 


Wis Pecuniary Aſſiſtance may be enabled to hold on the 


at ſuch worthy Patriots as your ſelf, rouſe up and ſtand 
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| | | al 
e e eee ee eee 
"" LETTER Te. 


Of Methods to be pralliſed by King James! 2 
for keeping up the Diſpenſing Power, andi lin 
particularly about diſcarding the Militia ces 


of the Kingdom. y 
My Lord, rn abbey 5 are 


1 upon another occaſion hinted ſomewhat to your vitl: 
, Lordſhip of thoſe Arguments urged to the King fog by 
the promoting of the Diſpenſing Power; and you know und 
very well, it has ſince been put in practice in WeſlminWlom, 
fter-Hall, in the Caſe of Sir E. H. and how that Mattef A 
terminated to the King's Satisfaction, and further height one 
* his Prerogative Royal, and how the fame wat he 
eſtabliſhed by the Concurrence of the Judges of th N- 
Land, if they may be ſo called, who authorized the ſame C 
Theſe Points being gained, another Matter, and that offÞ0 t! 
an higher Conſequence, was agitated. in the CabineWto o 
Council, viz. to uſe ſome means totally to diſcard tha bis 
Militia of England, and in lieu of them to, retain ſtandYu tl 
ing Troops in the Nation; and to throw a little Duſt inf} Lieu 
| the N 10 Eyes, and amuſe them ſo as that they mig That 
take- little notice, or at leaſt not oppoſe thoſe their Pro ther 
ceedings, it was adviſed to act theſe previous things. jet 
In order to ballance the great Power of the City o «97, 
| London, it was projected to grant a Charter to that o Fete: 
> Weſtminſter, and that under the Pretence of its being thY] fr, 
Royal Reſidence of the Kings of England, and of th. 
ſupreme Court of Parliament, and therefore ought to b and | 
d:gnify'd with as ample Privileges as any City in thi 
l King's Dominions, London it ſelf not excepted 3 and tt ful a 
h have a Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, Sheriffs, and ec 


"” as 


part I. of WHITE-HALI. 271 
other Officers neceſſary for the Support and Gran- 


eur of it: that great Incouragement ſhould be given to 
ich Merchants, wealthy Tradeſmen, c. to dwell there, 


and to tranſport a great part of their Trade thither; 


phich would cauſe them to ſlick cloſe to the Court, and 


Intereſts thereof, | 


And had this ſame Project gone on, it was alſo pro- 


ted to have a new Stone-bridge, imitating that of 
London, but built much broader, and more convenient, 


rected between the Palace-yard and the Horſe- Ferry; and 
he King ſeems very eager and forward to promote 


o uſeſuf a Work. | A 

Then the Meuſe was to be ditched round, and great 
are taken, as well as Expedition uſed, to have it filled 
with Stabling and other Buildings, fit to receive and 


1 og a good Body of Horſe; and to be made a Citadel, 


er pretence that ſuch Troops ſhould not be trouble - 
om, and a Burden to the ſaid City. 
And when all this was accompliſhed, which was 


© concerted to have been brought about in a ſhort time, 


tie Militia of the Kingdom was to be new modelled, 
wo or three times over; and the new Lord-Lieutenants 


ef Counties, and other Officers chopped and changed 
o the Court's mind, who ſhould ſhew themſelves willing 


to obey the Orders they were to follow, which were to 
this effect; That the Militia ſhould be order'd to meet 
in their ſeveral reſpective Diſtricts, and there the Lord 


Lieutenants for the time being were to acquaint them, 


That ſince to ſerve in the Militia was but a Trouble 10 
them, as well as a Charge and Burden to the Country, 


jet without any Uſe or Security to the Crown or Kings + 


tom, when all cur neighbour Nations are armed with 
veteran Troops; the King was adtiſed, and now thought 


fit, to diſcharge them of the Trouble, and the Coun- + 


try of the Charge of maintaining them for the future: 


and ſo order them to deliver up their Arms, to be diſtri- 
buted among regular Troops, that would be more uſe- 
ful and ſerviceable. But before this was to be put in 


execution, it was, my Lord, reſolved that a Toleration of 
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ven to the Soldiers to pay their Quarters duly, demear 


who were more concerned for their own worldly Intereſis 


% 


made hereunto, as this, and the reſt haye been Jatel 


my Lord, was the Projection; 1 ſhall endeayour to giy 


art 
Religion ſhould be firſt granted, and ſevere Orders gif 


themſelyes quietly and orderly, and to abſtain from au BY 
manner of Violence; and all manner of Perſons, ag 
well Prateſtant Diſſenters from the Church of England 
as others of the Roman Communion, ſhould be adnitted 
into* the Army, either as Officers or Soldiers; and if ang 7 
of the Churchmen ſhould grumble thereat, and begin tq; ſ 
ſtomach it, it ſhould be alledged, There was no Reaſon A 
in the World the King ſhould be deprived of the Service Pe 
of any of his Subjects, however denominated, as to thei X 
reſpective Religions, for the carping of a few Churchmeu | 


and ſo would have all Places of Profit confined to tho N. 
of their own Stamp, than they were for the real Inis 
reft of the Church, Then there were to be ſufficien l Pa 
Bodies of Soldiers to be placed all over England dil 
aſſiſt the Lord-Lieutenants to ſee all the forementione( 
Orders put quietly in execution, and ready to ſupprel 
any Tumult that might be occaſioned thereby. This| 


| pr 
Def 
ime 
U 

by P. 
*Y 
"ith 
| WO! 
ſaid 


tene 


your Lordſhip in my next, an account of the Oppoſitioſ 


entred here in our Minutes, from Papers tranſmitted b 
the Reſident of Modena and Count Dada the Pope 
Nunci» in England, to the Reſident of that Name, ang 
Papal Nuncio in this Kingdom, and by them communi 


cated to Monſieur Louvois: till then, 1 am and ever ſhal * 
be | oO they 
| My Lord, es litat 
Paris, Feb. 9. : | = £8 
1687. N. S. Pour Humble Servant. a 
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„ the Oppoſition made by ſeveral Noblemen, 

and particularly by the Lord Marquiſs of 

J Powls, againſt diſcarding the Militia of the 

= Kingdom, | 40 
q My Lord, ; 


Ur is but a few days ſince 1 ſent to your Loxdſhip the 
particular Reſolutions form'd in the Cabinet Council, 
We diſcarding the Militia, and other Methods that were to 
e purſued, as either previous to, or ſubſequent of ſuch 
Deſign ; and now 1 can aſſure your Lordſhip, that 
me Project was chiefly broken by the Marquiſs of 2, 
of N. and ſome other noble Perſons and wor- 
Patriots: but the Marquiſs of Pow?s had a greater 
Wand in it than any of them, as being of greater Credit 
th the King; who repreſented how dangerous, and in 
word, how impraQticable ſuch a Project was: © For, 
nd aid he, it will be impoſſible to find ſuch Lord Lieu- 
ni tenants in the Kingdom as will undertake to put the 
gal fame in execution, or any Officers that will- obey, if 
they could find ſuch; that ſuch a Practice would necel- | 
ſtate the King to call in a French Army, which would I 
ss much enſlave his Majeſty to the French, as his own 
, eople would be thereby inthralled to him; and that 
he might aſſure himſelf the French Faction had no other | 
Intent in adviſing him to it.” So that I find, my Lord, 
was reſolv'd to let the Militia alone as it is, and go 
u to ſecure their Proceedings, by ſtuffing the Army 
ith a Mixture of Nations as well as Perſuaſions, and 
v chop and change them ſo often, till at laſt they ſhall | 
et Roman Catholicks enough in their Troops, ſo as con- | 
En, pe 4 ſiqderably 
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ſiderably to out- number the Proteſtants there, without des 
calling in any Bodies of French. Which Reſolution, a 4 
1 find it did not fully content this Court, fo it hath mad nd 
ded them to uſe Stratagems to counterpoiſe it, by pute Ten 


ting the King upon unſeaſonable and impolitick Arif Mer 
fices; and among others, to model and pack Parliaments Ira 


whereof I ſhall be able in my next, I think, to procu hip 
— Lordſhip the Projects laid before him; humble 
ping you'll take all in good part from one that had per. 

an Engliſh. Heart, and will love both his Country and um 
your Lordſhip, whilſt I am, len 
| nig 

Paris, Feb. 17. M7 Tord, Fa 
1687. N. S. | Your moſt Humble Servants * 

1 N or 
eee eee e eee eee ad 


r ; he 


Propoſitions made 10 King James II. by th and 
Freneh Agents, for modelling and bridling lan 
of Parliaments. ET es 


My Lord, Be 2 3 
Find abundance. of Projects offer d to the King bi kel 
E che Agency of this Court, concerning modelling and thei 
bridling of Egliſh Parliaments; ſome were for putting} 
in execution the Advices given formerly for that purpo!dÞ tbo! 
to King James I. ſpecfy'd,” 1 think, in Ruſb worth ue 
Golle&ions, to which 1 refer your Lordſhip: but thafY Nat 
Propoſition Was rejected, and others of more moder that 
D and particularly there were ſomaſ wail 
who would have him procure a arliament by Oliveſf thin 


Crom uels Methods, chiefly to be compbs'd of the Off w 
ficers of the Army, with an Intermbtture of ſome few Nin 
others ;, and that being effected, he might by them in wu 


create 


* 


— 7 


N 
* 2 


lnuſement of the People, a reſtoring to the Crown the 
Jewels which had been uſurped from it: which that it 
night be further ſecur' d, it was likewiſe advis'd, That - 

Far-Chamber, with the ſame Juriſdiction as in the King's 
MJ father's time, ſhould be fer up again; as alſo an High 
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ll creaſe very much the Revenue of his Crown, by ſetting uß 
ein the Court of Wards, and the Right of Purveyance; 
ad by obliging all fuch Noblemen who were by their 
fenures antient 

en, and other Neceſſaries, in the Wars either againſt 
oY france or Scotland, to ſupply a full Equivalent towards 
2 ſhips, Men, Artillery, Proviſions, exc. for a War with 
de Republick of Holand, or any other Enemy what- 
ever; which 


y oblig'd to furniſh ſo many Horſe and 


they would have calld,. for the greater 


Commiſſion; which laſt, though a fore of Tribunal in- 


roduc'd into England ſince it had prov'd ſchiſmatical, 


28 and that the Kings thereof had been declar'd Head of the 


church, yet it might very well ſerve a preſent Turn, 
ind give the leſs Jealouſy of his deſigning to introduce 


the Roman Catholic Religion among them thereby; but 


chat if he did not look upon that Expedient ſeaſonable, 
AJ and the rather becauſe it had been aboliſh'd in Par- 


lament as a. Grievance to the Subject, he had no reaſon 


to Oppoſe the ſetting up of an Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, 


ſince the Parliament themſelves had erected the ſame, 


tough with a more limited Power than the other in lien 


of it: and ſince they had judged it neceſſary for the re- 


pefling of the Inſolencies of the Churchmen, regulating 
weir Manners, and obliging them to diſcharge their re- 


ſpective Duties in their ſeveral Stations, he being a Ca- 


Y tholick. King, had more reaſon than any other to make 


uſe of it. The laſt your Lordſhip has ſeen they have 
pin'd; and though the King hath a great Stomach to 


that other, yet my Lord Powzs's Party hath hitherto pre- 
wild and affrighten'd him from venturing npon ſuch - 


kings, unleſs he had been able, as he found he was not, 
to have ſucceeded in pulling down the Militia of the 


Kingdom, or at leaft in getting ſuch an Army which he 
wuld fully rely upon, and that he hath not yet got ei- 


her; 
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276 Ihe Secret HISTORY © 
ther; but till then he could not pretend to declare th 
grand Charter void, as obtain'd by Force of Arms, an 

ſince infring'd and nullify*d by Are Rebellions, but; 

2 by that in his Father's time, on the Subject 
ſide, and now rule by a Council only without troubling: 
himſelf with any thing more like unto a Parliament, a 
his French Friends adviſed him to. Your Lordſhip wil 
excuſe the Freedom I have now and always uſed in m 
Correſpondence, and accept of my humble Duty; whe 
am, and ever intend to continue, 5 


Paris, April. 7. „„ My Lord, --- 
1687. N.S, Tour Honour's to Command 
FAXATCTATELA FEELELEY © 
The Subſt ance of Pope Innocent X1's firſt Let 
ter to the French King, about the Buſineſ. . 
| 
bs the Regale. as 
| TT tho 
My Lord, Cs 
Cannot think but it will be acceptable to your Lord Pr 
1 ſhip to underſtand what the Contents of the Pope's 
Letters to the French King are, eſpecially in ſuch a con 
juncture as this is, and when I believe you cannot be 
furniſh'd with a genuine Account by any other Hand 
after the prefatory part, which is ſhort and conciſe, an 
ſomewhat different from others of his Predeceſſors, hc 
comes cloſe to the Matter, and ſays, that he could noi 
but reflect with great Aſtoniſnment, as well as much 
Grief and Sadneſs of Heart, upon the late unaccountablq 
Conduct of ſo great a Prince, who would be though 
to be, and call'd himſelf the firſt Son of the Catholick 
Church, and withal the moſt Chriſtian King, againſt theſ 
Holy See of Rome; that he ſhould pretend to {0 2 f 
| ea 
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Wea! for Religion, and yet at the ſame time invade the 
ole Rights of the Catholick Church; not only in the 

Wingdom of France, but even in the City of Rome her 
by pretending to a pernicious Freedom of Quarters, 
ich all other Catholick Princes had freely and generouſly 
nounced as a groſs Abuſe, 85 ; 

that his perſeruting the Proteſtants in the Kingdom 
Wh France ought no ways to privilege him to put Af- 
Wonts upon the Holy See; it was very plain that was 
Wt the way to reunite thoſe People to the Church, when 
himſelf was ſo ill a Pattern, and ſhew*d them ſo bad 
W Exampie, by contemning and outraging that ſame 
Wuthority, which he uſed Force and Violence to make 
hem own: That he was much in the wrong, and acted 
xepoſterouſly, to proſecute them for not believing what 
himſelf ſo ſcandalouſly oppos'd; and that for him- 
at the bottom, he was not of a perſecuting Spirit 
ad Principle, but that he was fully convinc'd it was 
wer Chriſt our Saviour, nor any of his Apoſtles way, 
Wo themſelves never were, nor ever uſed any Preachers 
ith long Tails, Boots and Spurs, c. That ſuch a 
nice had done moſt Diſgrace to, and created, as well 
might, more - implacable Prejudice againſt the Roman 


conſequence had much more obſtructed than advanc'd 
r Propagation of it: That it ought never to be uſed 
any Kingdom already infected with Hereſy, though it 
rue, it were a very good Fence againſt its creeping in, 
ere it had yet got no Footing : That it would be a 
ans to blaſt all the blooming Hopes of the Catholick 
wſe in the Kingdom of England, and ingender per- 
cious Jealouſies, and a moſt cruel Oppoſition in the 
Wh, a ſtiff-necked People, and the moſt jealous of 
ir Religion and Liberties of any Nation upon the 


onfiurch, and break the neck of all his Deſigns for the 
oducing of it into his Dominions. in a word, 
at he was ſo far from approving of it, that he every 
j diſliked it; and that it ſhould not throw Duſt in 
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tholick Religion than any thing elſe whatſoeyer, and ſo 


, againſt their King, who was a true Son of the 
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278 The Secret HISTO RT 
his Eyes from inſpecting into, and oppoſing of hls: l 
croachments upon the Holy See, which he was reſoly ue 
to defend to the utmoſt Extremity z and ſo conchudeMlet! 

with a ſhort Admonſition : and with which concludes th um. 


Letter to your Lordſhip, from him who is, mac 
| 33 he'd 
Paris, June 3. My Lerd, 12 

1687. Dur moſt Devoted Ser van Not 


eee eee eee 
As Account of Pope Innocent XI ſecond Leit 


ter to the French King, about perſecutin 
the French Proteſtants. &c. 


My Lord, | 
NINCE-my laſt, I have had the opportunity to ta. 
Ja Heads of another Letter written ſoon after th: 
J have already ſent you, by the Pope to the French Kine 
and is to this purpoſe. 

In the firſt place, he takes upon him to refine t 
Anſwers and frivolous Complaints of the French Ki 
and then deſcends to ridicule his vain Pretence of Piet 
in perſeeuting the Proteſtants of his Kingdom for d 
nying him Obedience, while he was no leſs ſevere t 
the Biſhops of Alet and Pamiers, and ſome other Ei 
cleſiaſticks, and even to ſome poor Abbeſſes and the 
Nuns, for paying that Obedience which was due tot 
Papal Authority; that this did not only look like it, bile 
really was nothing lefs than building up the Church wit 
the left Hand, and at the fame time pulling it down wit 
the right. F ; 
That he was well inform'd what Writings came off 
in France againſt his Authority, which he well knew wn 
that of the Holy Apoſtolick Ser; what Theſes were wf 


— 
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mintain' d, and what was done by his oyer-awing the 
Wiſembly of the Clergy of his Kingdom; how and what 
lethod he had taken to level the French Jeſuits againſt 
lim, and employed Maimburg to repreſent his Supre- 
macy ab precarious, itinerant and ambulatory, and not 
xd to the City of Rome her ſelf, but only to the Ca- 
Wit! boy's of the moſt powerful Chriſtian Prince in the 
AVorld for the time; that is gallice, to Paris, in the 


ur alſo the Deſigns that were form'd by him to erect 
W: new Religion, which ſhould totally ſwallow up and 
levour both Roman Catholicks and Proteſtants, and how 
kr he purpoſed to imitate King Henry VIII. of Eng- 
und, who writ a Book for the Pope's Supremacy, and 
At long after burnt and beheaded People for owning 
t; when alſo at the very ſame time he perſecuted the 
froteſtants for oppoſing other Points. 

That it very ill became, and it was not the part of a 
Datiful and Religious Son, as he pretended to be, and 
yould have the World believe, to abuſe his Supreme 
akMWaſtor ; to deſpoil him not only of his antient Rights, 

ranted him by his pious Predeceſſors, but even of thoſe: 
rery ones which he then enjoy'd, and were deriv'd by 
miverſal Conſent and conſtant Tradition of all good Ca- 


City of Rome her (elf. | 
That however let him the French King do what he 
MWjleaſed, yet all that ever he ſhould or could do, ſhould 


doyereign in Rome, from which no Force ſhould ever 
r Dangers he were expos'd unto, 


not a little appalled the exorbitant Pride and Fury 
o this Court; however they have put the beſt face they 


reſent Age: That he well underſtood not only this, 


tholicks, and of the Rights of his juſt Sovereignty in the 


tot make him abate the leaſt jot or tittle of his juſt 
fretenſions about the Regale, nor the Franchiſes of Quar- 
ters ; but that he was reſolv'd to be Pope in France, and 


Wake him depart. or flinch back the leaſt degree, what- - 
This great Conſtancy, my Lord, in the old Pontiff, 
an upon it, and ſeem reſolv'd to break through all Op- 


plition, and out- brave Whatever ſhall be in their . 
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280 The Secret HISTORT 
and divert their Reſolution; and I am aſſur'd the Frey: 
Ambaſſador Lavardin at Rome hath already, purſuan 
to his Orders from hence, highly menaced the old Dad 
who in a third Letter to the King has made anſwerab e 
Reply z of which 1 am pretty confident 1 ſhall in nu 
next tranſmit to your Lordſhip the Particulars ; but in thi 
mean time remain, ] We 
| | My Lord, 
Paris, June 19. 1. | 
1687. N. S. Your Faithful Servant, 


Se . d e ecke See S GEAR” 


N c. 


The Contents of Pope Innocent Xl's third Let 

ter to the French King, in anſwer to that of 
his; wherein be ſhews his Folly and Miſtake 
in his Pretenſions and Demands, and threaf 
tens the Cenſure of the Church againſt hin 
and ſhews the Inconveniency and Danger o, 
ſetting up a Patriarch in France, &c. 


My Lord, I : 5 

Wiſh your Lordſhip as much Satisfaction in the Peru 
I fal of this Letter, as I have in keeping my Promil 

made to you in my laſt about the Pope's third Letter; 
in getting ſight of the Minutes whereof, I have met with 
much greater difficulty than 1 expected, or was uſual 
with me. I have already kinted Monſieur Lavardin's 
Menaces made at Rome upon the Subje&-matter of the 
former Letter; and therefore the Pope begins his wit 
anſwering thoſe Menaces, which imported that the Kingſkdor 
ould affranchiſe France from the Roman See, nominatdY 
a ſeparate Patriarch there, and elect Biſhops of his 2 
WIthou 


art I. of WU ITE-HALL. 281 
bout having any recourſe to the Biſhop of Rome, and 
(the mean while invade the Pope's Territories with his 
rs, and force the Franchiſes for his Ambaſſador z and 
Necely replying, That he is reſolv'd, as in Conſcience 
Wound to do, to tranſinit the Franchiſes, and all other 
Wits of the Apoſtolick See, to his Succeſſors as he found 
hem. | 
That he would recognize or allow of no Biſhop of 
e King's nominating, till he had Satisfaction about the 
ale; that if he would be ſo heady as to proceed to 
jominate a new Patriarch, it would make a greater com- 
tion in his Kingdom than he was aware of, to which 
Ws Perſecution of the Proteſtants would not a little con- 
ibute; Which he ſhould find would be very unſeaſona- 
e for him, and would in all likelihood raiſe all Chriſ 
mdom againſt him, as well as his own Subjects; that 
jereby he would make a wide Gap to let in an Inun- 
ion of Hereſies, which he pretends to keep out, and 
jould teach the People, after they had once trampled on 
tie Pope*s Authority, to trample at laſt on that of the 
ſhops and King's too, and even on their very Perſons, 
they had done in England: and that when he had 
uled down the mighty Dam of the Papal Power, and 
t that ruging Sea in, it would be out of his power 
p ſtop it where and when he would. Wherefore he 
anjured him and his Clergy to conſider ſeriouſly, yea 
ice and thrice, of that weighty Project, before they 
ent to put it in execution; leſt they might, when they 
bund it too late, repent it, and in yain attempt to re- 
al the ſame. 
That he muſt not think to fright him with the Noiſe 
an Invaſion 3 for that though he would neither arm 
imſelf nor the reſt of the Princes of Italy againſt him, 
he might do, but oppoſe only Prayers and Tears, yet 
he deſiſted not from his pretended Regale and Fran- 
lifes, he would excommunicate Lava rdin, his Ambaſ- | 
or, and interdict the Kingdom, and ſet it in ſuch a {| 
me about his ears, as ſhould make him glad to go 44 
wägzmely back again, and look after his own homes that 
10% after 
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Great, the eldeſt Son of the Church, and ſuch a prete 


and then to act as he pleaſed: but withal aſſures hit 


after all, ſhould he fack and plunder Rome, captivate | 
Perſon, and have all other Succeſſes he could imagin 
it would be a very inglorious Expedition for Lewis t 


ded. Bigot for it, to ravage its Territories, and aſſa 
the Supreme Paſtor of it with thoſe Arnis with which 
was bound to defend it; and but a ſmall Triumph 
ſo great a Conqueror to over-power and martyrize 
poor, helpleſs, and unarmed old Man, as he was, | 
whom ſome of his Predeceſſors would have been co 
tent to have become Martyrs themſelves ; and therefo 
conjures him to think once more very ſeriouſly of N 


That neither his Menaces nor his Arms ſhall make hi 
flinch an hair's breadth from thoſe his laſt Refolutio 
wherein he was fully reſoly'd to perſiſt to the laſt Dia 
of his Blood. | | | 
Thus, my Lord, you have the brave Reſolution of i 
Roman Pontiff, who, though the Title and Dignity Gi 
Chriſt's earthly Vicegerent be falſly aſcrib'd to him, wi 
undoubtedly he is poſſeſs d of a Soul above that of cor 
mon Mortals, and whom I therefore honour and eſter 
as I have always done, and ever ſhall your Lordkig 
who am, an, 
| My Lord, 
Paris, June 28. | 
1687. N. S. Your moſt Humble Servalifi 
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FFF 


n CY: 


F the Tryal and Suſpenſion of the Biſhop of 
London, by. virtue of the Ecoleſraſtical 


Commiſſion. 


_—— ©: a  - WF... 


% Tord, | 
Have once and again intimated to your Lordſhip ſome 
Methods that were propoſed to be proſecuted, in or- 
to the ſetting up of the King's Diſpenſing Power; 
| among other things, to the beſt of my remembrance, 
ken notice of the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, with the 
alons urged to the King for making uſe of it; and 
y you have ſeen the Effects of it upon my Lord of 
don; whom ſome of them have ſaid, They were 
refoly'd to be reveng'd on for doing his Duty in the 
Houſe of Lords, by moving, after the Lords had vo- 
td an Addreſs of Thanks to the King for his Speech 
o that Seſſion, after the Death of the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, in his own and his Brethrens Name, That the 
Houſe would take the King's Speech into Conſidera- 
ion, and debate the ſame.“ But this way was not then 
oly'd on, but ſeveral others projected, which yet they 
und impracticable: when the Commiſſion was agreed 
be erected, they had even then an eye to the Biſhop, 
ough no plauſible Pretence for the Proſecution of him, 
therefore the ſaid Commiſſion lay dormant for ſome 
onths, till ſuch time as they might ſee the Effects of 
other Project to be put in practice; which was, That 
me Reglements made in the late King's Reign, in the 
ar 1662, importing, among other things, The Clergy 
their Sermons ſhould not meddle with State-Affairs, 
Ir enter upon any Queſtion that concern'd the Rights 
the King's Subjects, nor to treat of ſome Points in 
Divi- 
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Divinity, which formerly had ereated great Troubles in 

Kingdom, particularly thoſe of Predeſtination and Fri 
Will; nor yet to mix invective Reproaches, Raille; 
and ſcandalous Expreſſions with their Controverſies; ſhoy 
be re-publifh'd under a very ſtrict Injunction of all] 
ties concern'd to the Obſervance of them; and the le 
Tranſgreſſion in that kind to be puniſh'd with the 


moſt Severity. They did not queſtion in the mean whi the 
but that in ſo tell a time, there might be ſome Sc 
or other, eſpecially in the Dioceſs of London, whom t lan 
Birdlime might catch: your Lordſhip knows how: it 
out accordingly in the Cafe of Dr, Sharp. | 
Though they were mighty jealous of the old Gent! 


man of Canterbury, that if he were nominated in t 
Commiſſion, and ſhould chance to act, which was 
leaſt of their Thoughts he ſhould, he might rather thy 
than promote their Deſigns z yet being pretty confide 
he would not concern hiniſelf with it, they adventu 
to put him in, not for his Authority, but his Name-f 
only: for, conſider'd they, ſhould we get the Biſhop 
London once into the Toyl, he will have no room 
plead to the Juriſdiction of the Court, ſeeing the a 
was founded upon the concurrent, though in truth b 
nominal, Authority of his Metropolitan, to whom he ow 
Canonical Obedience, Theſe things your Lordſhip m 
know. much better than 1, but 1 cannot forbear givi 
you any Hints of Court-Deſigns; which, whether pr: 
jected here or on your ſide, we have conſtant Intel 
gence of in our 1 an; 


Paris, Aug. 30. | My Lord, 
1687. N 0 8. 5 
| Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble 


and Devoted Ser van 


7 2 20 


LE 


eee r r att 


r 


be Liberty of Conſcience firſt granted in 
Scotland, and then in England, by King 
a james II. | 


My Tord, 

OUR Lordſhip may call to mind what I have be- 
fore written to you concerning Toleration in Reli- 
p, as neceſſary to facilitate the King's Deſigns ; and 
you ſee it hath ſprouted up in Scotland, and the 
lings of it are viſible enough in England. That the 
lament of the former, as well as the latter, oppos'd 
Diſpenſing Power, is notoriouſly known; ſo that 
te was much leſs hopes they would have concurred to 
Indulgence, a Point as neceſſary to be gain'd every 
t as the other: That the Scorch Nation were more 


elf well knew, as having a perſonal Share in it when 
vin Commiſſioner in that Kingdom in his Brother's 
n: and the French and Exgliſh Jeſuitical Faction 


of them concurred to have the Indulgence given 


of thoſe of the King's Religion, that the reſt 
e hardly any ſhare therein: which manifeſts plainly 
Deſign of the Engliſh Catholicks, whatever ſpecious 
tence they may otherwiſe uſe, is to bring the People 
England alſo under the ſame, nay a worſe Yoke of 
tude, and to haye their own Religion predominant 
ly, and in time the only one in both Nations. And 
br the third, they are cock - ſure of that already; but 
of the French Emiſſaries is not fo viſible * 
| Card: 


E 


xelled to the King's hand than the Enzliſh, the Kirkz. 


this as well as he; and therefore 1 am aſſured | 


re firſt, and that alſo in ſo partial a manger in fa- 
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board: for they hope ſuch partial Proceedings muſt 
laſt incenſe the People of both Kingdoms, and that to 
violent a degree, that the King muſt of neceſſity ha 
recourſe to call in French Force to quell them: and the 
my Lord, when they have once got ſure footing, y. 
can gueſs at their further Aim? However, they have 
with all their Intrigues been able to prevail with the Ki 
- to uſe the ſame Partiality in England, who, accord 
to the Tranſmiſſion of their Intelligence hither, (cen 
very much inclin'd to it, upon their urging the Tra 2 
bleneſs of the Scorch Council in the matter, and what 
great Pattern they had ſet to them of England, y 
they did not doubt would abrogate the Laws made 
gainſt Roman Catholicks, exc. in imitation of the 
but a Roman Catholick Lord, whom 1 have forme 
named to your Lordſhip, to haye interpoſed upon 
like occaſion, thwarted them therein: He deſerves 
of his Country in ſome reſpects, and 1 do not queſti 
but your Honour is of that mind, and ſo ſhall 1 
till 1 ſee more than I do now to incline me to the c 


ar! 


trary ; who am, 
| | My Lord, 
Parts, Sept. Co 8 
1687. N. 8. Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble 


and Obedient Serva 


Wil of WAIT EH ALI. 28) 
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LETTER CVI. 


the French Projects to put Ring James 
on · deſperate Meaſures in Ireland, and 
their Ends therein. 


My Lord, be: 
od R Lordſhip may remember how I have former- 
| ly given you the State of the Iriſh Soldiers in the 


duragement they have had here from time to time, 


are any of the reſt of the Britiſh Nations, and the 


WF: Promiſes that were now and then made, That they 
a be reinſtated in their antient Poſſeſſions in their 
ve Country. But this King hath no ſooner aſcended 
Engliſh Throne, than that they have as readily re- 
d into England and Ireland, as they were willing 
11Mvre, even contrary to their Allegiance, to remain in 
French Service; the reaſon whereof your Lordſhip 
t needs know, they having already deyour'd with 
ir Eyes the moſt valuable Preferments in England and 
land (in the latter whereof they have got a Lieutenant 
their own ftamp) and more than all the Lands which 
| have been debarred from by the Act of Settlement; 
ing (as I can'afſure your Lordſhip) a previous Promiſe 
1 this Court, That the King will uſe all imaginable 
leayours to get his Brother of England to conſent to 
liſh it; and which has put the Iriſh ſo hotly upon 
ting their Importunities to the King againſt the faid 
„ that he Hath in a manner agreed to hoſe Meaſures 
t are purſuant thereunto: in which Motions the 2 
te order d to be effectually ſeconded by the Emifſa- 
of this Court, who at the ſame time have encou- 
7 | rag'd 


ice of France during the late King's Reign, and what 
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or real, I will not determine upon that Head) wich the l. 


c — —  — —  — — — ———_———— — 


had bid fair, as I have heard it more than whiſper'd he 


againſt the ſaid famous Act, which they have look'd 


Succeſs and Event, Time muſt, determine: but from ul 


. 


rag'd the Irih privately. with a Promiſe, That if a 
all, the King would not give his full Conſent, or d 
not do them Right, their Maſter was reſolv'd to do 
provided they would chuſe him for their Protector; hi 
they might lawfully do, being at beſt but a conquer'd 

tion, againſt their Conquerors, for the Recovery not orf 
of their Native Rights in that Land, but likewiſe of the 

afreſh confirm'd to them by the Treaty (whether pretend 


King Charles II. of which the French King was 6 
rantee, and therefore juſtly might and ought to be call 
in as a Vindicators And this, my Lord, is confels'd hefi 
that they had form'd ſo ſtrong a Party among the ri 
that if the King had not in ſome meaſure comply'd, 
does not for the future, but fail'd their Hopes by ket 
ing it, as the Intereſt of his Kingdom, one ſhould thi 
naturally leads him to that ſide of the Ballance agaig 
France, and maintaining the Act of Settlement, tl 


for a general Revolt of the Iriſh Natives in their favoſ 
whom they had provided to ſuccour on a ſudden, wi 
out declaring War, or the leaſt Intimation before-h 
of their Deſigns to the King. But now having pf 
vail'd with him to make ſuch Advances as he has beg 


on as it were the Band of Peace, not only to Irela 
but even to the three Nations; and perhaps they : 
right enough in their Judgment: they believe they hal 
8 put him on a Point that will quickly bring bh: 

into diſtreſs enough to need them; and conſequently, Wh... 
the Neceſſity of taking his future Meaſures from theſ 
expecting henceforward a more implicit Compliance t 
ever. | | | 
Thus, my Lord, have they laid their Foundation; Mun: 


undermining Politicians, Good Lord deliver England, & 
for the Dangers which threaten both its Religion a 
Civil Liberty are very great, though I hope not ine 10 
table. Pardon the Freedom in theſe Particulars of h 
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jo is, and ever ſhall remain ready to pleaſe your Lord- 
ip to the utmoſt of his power, and cannot but ſub- 
ribe himſelf, 1 e 
| . My Lord, 


uris, Mar. 26. Your Honour's moſt Humble. 
1687. 5 | | | 
| and moſt Obedient Servant. 


a 

LETTER CVIIL. | 
F King James's cloſetting ſeveral Perſons, 
and the Arguments he was advis' d to uſe to 


uM them to conſent to the abrogating of the Pe- 
he nal Laws and Test. 


My Lord, „„ | 
OUR Lordſhip, for ought 1 know, may know 
much better than I can inform you, what Argu- 
tents the King has uſed to ſuch as haye been lately clo- 
ned by him; and if Fame be not a „you are one 
that number: for a Liſt of them is not yet come 
our ] but I can tranſmit to your hands 
Plat has been concerted here in the nature of Inſtruc- 
ons to the French Emiſſaries at White-Hall hereupon, 
Whey were to repreſent to the King, and he to the clo- 
ted Gentlemen, That there were four Kings who had 
adeayour'd to bring the Kingdom of England into an 
niformity in Religion, that ſo the People might live in 
mity one with another: and notwithſtanding all the 
Iipedients, though ſeemingly very likely to take effect, 
ad ſucceed according to Wiſh, which wiſe Politicians 
ad ſuggeſted from time to time; yet they had hitherto 
foyed abortive, and their Endeayours had been in vain : 
O That 
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That therefore the only way left to ſettle Tranquillity 
in a State, ſo as to be no more diſturb'd about Re, in 
ligion, was to grant every one the Freedom fully tq 
enjoy his own: That ſuch an Indulgence of all Reli“ 
gions in Holland was as much a Cauſe of the flouriſning 
of that State in Wealth and Greatneſs, and more tha ul 
any other that could be aſſign'd; and to ſay that ſuch | l 
Liberty, though it might be compatible enough with 4e. 
Republick, was not yet with Monarchical Governments en 
was a groſs Miſtake ;* and Experience ſhew'd it to be quit or 


: 
7 


3 


Otherwiſe both in the Turkiſh Empire, Kingdom of Perf 
ſia, and elſewhere, where the Greek and Armenian Chris Wi 
ſtians have been tolerated in their Religion for many am 
Ages, and yet have been fo far from being mutinous, off 
Diſturbers of the reſpective States they have lived unde 
that they are =o Supporters of them; eſpecially th 
Armenians, who are almoſt the only Merchants they 
have in that mighty and extenſive Kingdom of Perſia | 
That the Perſecutions which our Nonconformiſts in Eng 
land have from time to time been under, had been th 
Cauſe of the Flight of many good Subjects beyond thb u 
Seas, of whom our neighbouring Nations drew greq; 
and ſolid Advantages ; and that thoſe who have ſtaid : 
home, have, by reaſon of the Preſſures they have |: 
bour'd under, prov'd uneaſy, and turn'd Malecontents es, 
And if they have not had Virtue and Conſtancy enough 
patiently to ſuffer under their Misfortunes, they were ; 
ways ready to fayour Revolts, and enter into Faction 
whereof they had ſeen fatal Effects in the late Reigns 
from which no King could be able to ſecure his Perſo 
and his Subjects; but that uneaſy and turbulent Spiri 
would be always ready, under pretence of Religionan' 
which they abuſed, to diſturb and moleſt them. Whidſſtec 
Reaſons the King was to back cloſely with large Prc foſit 
miſes of Faypur,; and if he found any obſtinate, to mij 
his Reaſons and Promiſes with ſome Intimations of hem 
Diſpleaſure; and, upon an abſolute Refuſal, to proceqÞ®, 1 

| to diveſt ſome of their Places under him: and to alledgÞ tt 
for a Reaſon of his ſo doing, That it was bene b ef 
the 


| 


rot 


; 


/ 
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BJ that they who refuſed their Services ſhould enjoy his Fa- 
2 ours ; and that if hereupon any ſhould be ſo audacious 
Iss to tell him, that this Practice of his was irregular, and 
FFcontrary to the Freedom which the Laws of the Land 
F:low'd to them, eſpecially as Members of Parliament, 
Ahoſe Suffrages ought to be ſpontaneous and free, they 
FFvere to be put in mind, that they had forgot the Vio- 
Jences uſed by King Henry VIII. upon the like Occa- 
ons, and the Methods ſo many other Kings had put in 
practice, co engage their Parliaments to ſubſcribe to their 
I Vills: That they might conſider that two of the moſt 
Famous Parliaments that ever were in the Kingdom of 
ngland had authoriz'd this Conduct, in the Reign of 
award III. and King Richard II. when ſome of the 
1 ope of Rome's Bulls were conteſted, as being look'd 
pon too much to intrench on the King's Prerogative 3 
- bat the Parliament pray'd King Edward, and obliged 
n AIkchard, almoſt againſt his Will, to give their Conſent, 
te particular Conferences with the Members, to promiſe 
Jo uſe the utmoſt of their power to maintain the King's 
Wrerogative, and the Rights of the Crown, againſt that 
dee, Oc. But if that after all, the King ſhould find, 
bat neither Arguments, Promiſes, Threats, nor Exam- 
les would do, he was advis'd to proceed in his Bro- 
her's ſteps by Quo Warranto, and ſo to concert Mea- 
es with thoſe that preſided over Elections, for the re- 
lating of Corporations whereon they depended : tha 
Wis was by far the more tedious way, but yet there was 
ne way to haſten it; for whereas new Charters, in his 
;Wrother's time granted in lieu of the old ones, were 
ioany of them retarded, becauſe the Court - Officers in- 
 hidÞiſted upon too much Mony; the King now might give 
prdhoſitive Directions to ſuch Perſons to diſpatch them 
o mi ithout ſuch Conſiderations, with a Promiſe to gratify 
of hem another way: and if he found that would not 
rocedlo, then he was to caſhier ſuch Officers, and put others 
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led their room, who would engage to do the bulineſs 


onad \ effect, | EX 
thi + 8 ju | = | 


— * - 1 —_ — — rr : 7 
1 ah : _ . — — — 2 
nr Err CO as ' —— | 7 916% eee | . 2 

* 9 


— 
3 ——— 2 ok 


292 The Secret HIS TO RT 
I am afraid, my Lord, I have weary'd you with an! 
impertinent Letter; and therefore if an abrupt Conclu - 
ſion will any way mend the matter, 1 remain, 5 


Paris, Nov. 19. My Lord, | 
1687. N. Bs | Tour Lordſhip's 


moſt Humble Servants 


EEE eb kaff Er 


LETTER CIX 


Of my Lord Caſtlemain' being ſent Ambaſſs! 
dor to Rome by King James, and of his red 


ceiving the Pope's Nuncio in England. 


My Lord, 


HAT my Lord of Caſtlemain was ſent Anibaſſi ; 
| | dor to Rome, had been tranſacted wholly on youg 


ſide of the Water; for beſides that this Court were 
then, and are ſtill at variance with the Papal See, ther 
is not the leaſt Inſtruction tranſmitted from hence (a 


far as I can find) either to England or Rome concerning 


that matter: but perhaps he might receive them in tran 
ſitu, and by word of mouth, only from M. L. who fail! 
not to ſee him. But as for Count Dada, the Apoſtolic 
Nuicio, as they call him, they have ſhew'd ſome Con 
cern here, that he ſhould have an honourable Receptio 
in England, and have order'd it ſo, as to get our Kin 
to diſpenſe with that Ceremony which Henry VIII. an 
even his Daughter Queen Mary inſiſted upon, that*h 
ſhould wait like a Mumper at a French Port till he ha 
leave granted him to enter into England; and that th 
Engliſh Nation, who had not ſeen ſuch a Viſion for nea 
an Age and a half, might not be over-terrify'd with i 
the Freuch Agents were inſtructed to ſuggeſt unto thol 
Lords, and others whom they ſhould think moſt 1 
| tibi 
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able of their Sophiſtry, That ſince the King, as a Ro- 
nan Catholick Prince, could do no leſs than ſend an 
Ambaſſador to Rome to ſalute the Pope, though it were 
but for Form- ſake, and that his ſaid Ambaſſador had had 
uch an extraordinary Reception, and great Civilities 
FJ hew'd him there; it were but very equitable the King, 
In his turn, fhould ſhew the like to his Nuncio, who was 
FJ: Layman, and in that quality came to congratulate his 
Aeceſſion to the Throne from his Maſter 3 not ſo much as 
e ſat in St. Peter's Chair, as becauſe he was a Temporal 
prince, to whoſe Miniſters, as ſuch, the Law of Nations 
equired a juſt Deference ſhould be paid: That to fend 
JF: ſolemn Embaſly to the Great Turk, who was a Maho- 
ůnetan, and a ſworn Enemy to all Chriſtians however 
74 denominated, was never ſo much as boggled at by any 
r;<Þ Engliſhman, or other Chriftian Nation whatſoever, ei- 
J ther in this or any preceding Age: That the Ambaſſa- 
I dors of the Emperor of Morocco had been lately receiv'd 
J in England mod honourably, and yet their Maſter both 
i Mahometan and a Barbarias Prince, in whoſe Countries 
fla Chriſtians were treated more like brute Beaſts than Men: 
oug and ſhould they diſdain to concur with their Prince, to 
erg] receive with ſome Ceremony, and it not by way of a 
1g] publick and pompous Entry, yet privately in his Palace, 
(4 8 Miniſter from him, to whoſe Civilities many of our 
ung Engliſh Nobility and Gentry. were highly obliged in their 
"an Travels to Rome and Italy? But what Succeſs they have 
all had in this petty Agency, your Lordſhip can tell much 
011 better than I at this diſtance 3 but the Duke of Somer- 
on fer is as highly exclaim'd againſt here, for refuſing to 
tioſſ perform the Ceremony of introducing the Nuncio, as 
ing the Duke of Grafton is applauded for doing it; who, 1 
and hope for all that, will never have the Thanks of a Houſe 
t hof Commons for it. 1 am, 17 0 


ha | 

th My Lord, 

nea Paris, Nov. 27. Your very Obedient 

| 1687. N. 8. and Humble Servant. 
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Se A 


Of the French Pcliticks to embroil England. | 


My Lord, 


HE French Emiſſaries having gain'd ſeveral Points 
and particularly that mention'd in my laſt, they 
have lately turned their Batteries another way; ny have 
been moſt of this while endeavouring to compaſs their 
Ends, by putting the King, and thoſe who have moſt 
Influence over him, upon deſperate Courſes ; whereof the 
moſt material I have, as occaſion has ſerved, noted to 
your Lordſhip, It will hardly be believ'd, that they 
would offer to propoſe any Maxims to the Legal Party | 
in England, that are really for their advantage; did not 
their Inſtructions make it appear to be fo, though they 
have propoſed far different Ends therein. I do not 
queſtion but your Lordſhip has obſery'd the Uneaſineſs | 
of the Nation under the preſent Proceedings of the 
King and Court-Party ; but though they have juſt cauſe 


of Suſpicion, I muſt aſſure your Lordſhip the ſame has 


been, and may ſtill be aggravated by the Agents of this 


Court; who teach them to infuſe into the People, That 


the Proteſtant Religion is in great danger; That the Re- 
_ duction of the Roman Catholicks to the Bounds eſta- 


bliſh'd by the Law of the Land is highly neceſſary, and 
unleſs the latter be effected, it will be impoſſible for 


the former long to ſubſiſt; That it was viſible the Pri- 


vileges of Parliament were infring'd more than in any 


time of their Anceſtors ; That Arbitrary Power was al- 


ready ated, and without timely prevention would get 
ſuch Rooting, that all the Power of England could not 
dethrone it; That there was not ſcarce one made a No- 

bleman 


partl of WRHITE-HALL. 295 

bleman ſince the King's Acceſſion to the Throne in the 
Three Kingdoms, but ſuch as were Papiſts; and, that all 
Honours and Offices of Profit, either in Court or Camp, 
A yere ſhared among ſuch, whilſt the Proteſtants lay neg- 
Jl:ted as uſeleſs Perſons, and ſuch as were deem'd to 
FYhave no ſhare nor lot in the Government: That the 
erſon of the King, it's true, was ſacred, but at the 
ame time it was not only juſtifiable, but an incumbent 
Duty upon them, as Fngliſhmen, as they would anſwer 
In to God and their Country, timouſly to think of the 
Danger, and to apply the Remedy; for without the Re- 


GY 


ts, | 5 50 

7 Inoval of ſuch Miniſters as then managed the State, it 
ve would be in vain to expect their Grievances could bz 
eir redreſſed, and their Religion and Liberties ſecured, And 


A they find themſelves hearken'd to, and their Propoſi- 
he tions approved, they have further Inſtructions to hint an 
to ¶Aſociation for one Expedient, exc. God Almighty knows 
Ivhat will become of poor England amidſt ſo many De- 
Jſizns upon her Religion and Liberty, both by Foreign 
ot and Domeſtick Enemies, who continually prey upon he- 
ey | Vitals; I can but pray for her, as I do and always ſhall 
\or for your Lordſhip ; who am, 


the paris, Dec. 1 3. My Tord, 
uſe | 1687. N. 8. | 
Your moſt Devoted Servant, 
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King James (though already much diſpoſed) 
put more out of Conceit with the Prince off 


Orange; who is repreſented by the French 
Agents very illy to him. | — 


| My Lord, ; 
| Have in my laſt ſuggeſted to you ſome of thoſe Ari 


guments the Emiſſaries of this Court have, and are tg -- 
nſe to the Church-of-England-Men, as they find Occal.,c 
ſion, and a Diſpoſition to receive them, for to put then ar- 
upon violent Courſes, to their own and the Nation's Des * 


ö ſtruction; but at the ſame time they have entertain d aq; 
| incurable Jealouſy of the Prince of Orange, and conſtrug;, 
| the moſt juſt and generous Actions of a Prince who waf 
always ſo, in the worſt Senſe imaginable, and as ſuch, res 
preſent them to the King, whom they cunningly whiſtle 
in the ear; ſaying, That he could not but Know thergY ,, 
were ſome Perſons in the Nation who were not pleaſec 
with his way of procceding, and therefore would be ſurg 
to take all Opportunities to oppoſe him; That indeec 
now Monmouth was cut off, they had no plauſible Heac 
to retire unto ; That for the Prince of Orange, tho he 
| had apparently omitted nothing ſince his Majeſty's Ad 
| vancement to the Throne for the maintaining of a faiſſ . 
| Correſpondence with him, and been very forward to pa 
3 
| 
[ 


— NS 


all the Deyoirs due from a Son to a Father-in-law, aq, 
fecting much Zeal for his Intereſt, and acting with hi 

| Miniſters of State, as if he himſelf were the prime o 
| them ; yet they deſire him to conſider the thoughtful anc 
| deſigning Nature of the Prince, who to be ſure was no 

| wanting to obſerye every pace made by the Engliſh, anc 
| 10 diſpoſe of his own Affairs and People according! 


That 
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That his Majeſty could not but remember the Applica- 
tons made to him formerly in his Brother's Reign from 
England, when he was but Nephew to the King and- 
J himſelf 3 but now, that he was advanc'd by his e 
Jo a much nigher degree to the Crown, could it be thought 
tat he had leſs Thoughts concerning it, or leſs Applica- 
don made unto him on that behalf, eſpecially in ſo tick- 
im a time? That fome Perſons of Note going over: 
ch ately into Holland, was no ſign he was unconeern'd at 
Ihe Engliſh Affairs, or unapply'd to, but muſt needs give 
Umbrage, and more than a Suſpicion that he had alread 
In ſtrong Party within the Kingdom; and that indeed his 
conduct without was next to a Demonſtration of it, ſince 
AY te had done all that ever he could to hinder his Majeſty 
ta from all the Succours he might expect from abroad, in 
can aſe of any Domeſtick Troubles: for tho his Majeſty was 
ure of France, and had made a general Alliance with - 
pain, and might then be apt to believe that the Houſe 
of Auſtria would not oppoſe him, eſpecially when the 
JCarholick Religion was the Diſpute z yet it was manifeſt 
Ide Prince had bid fair for the depriving him of both 
thoſe Supports, firſt by entring himſelf, and then by cau- 
Wing the United Provinces to enter into the League at 
Ausburg againſt France, to the end he might draw down 
upon that Monarchy the united Forces of the Confede- 
rates, in caſe the French King ſhould offer to attack the 
ſtates Territories, while he might make uſe of their 
Power both by Sea and Land, to carry on his. Deſigns 
Y:gainſt his Majeſty and his Kingdoms: and then, that he 
bad render'd the Houſe of Auſtria very ſuſpicious of his 
Majeſty, as pres. an Prince contrary to their Deſigns, one 
Palin Intereſts, an cloſely engag'd with France in a ſecret 
Treaty, which would appear in due time. I can aflure 
your Lordſhip, that by the Returns which have been made 
hither, the King has been but too ſuſceptible of theſe Ca- 
lumnies againſt the Prince, and I fear to his prejudice, tho 
| heartily. wiſh. it otherwiſe ; who am, 3 
49 Lord, N 
10 Paris, Jan. 11. Your Lordſhip's maſt Humble 
oY 1688, NS. 4d Oledient Servant. 
| O 5 5 
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Of the Spaniards attempting to bring King | 
James over to their Intereſt, but in vain. | 


© 


My Lord, 


Owever the Emiſſaries of this Court have traduced n 
Hh the noble Prince of Orange. to the King, yet they | ſp 
ye in ſome ſort given the Lye to themſelves, when i 6; 
notwithſtanding all their Rhodomontade, about the i . 
Prince's engaging the Houſe of Auſtria againſt his Ma- « 
jeſty, they have been ſo alarmed at the Propoſals made 
to him by the Spaniards, of a ſtricter Alliance, which . 
they knew, if entred into, muſt inyalidate that made 
with them. The Emperor and King of Spain being © © 
ſuſpicious of the Alliance with France, had enter'd into a 
Confederacy with the Princes of Germany at Ausburg, 
as I have hinted in my laſt; and that they might make 
their Party as ſtrong as they could, and have at the ſame | 
time no clear Demonſtration of our King's private 
Leaguing with France, they reſolved to leave nothing 
uneſſay d, either to know that it was really fo ; or, if 
not, to engage the King in their Intereſt, The Mar- 
quiſs de Guaſtanaga, Governour of Flanders, and the 
Spaniſh Ambaſſador Don Pedro de Ronquillo, were the 
Perſons employ'd by that illuſtrious Houſe in that Affair. 
It's well known here that the latter has omitted nothing 
that could be done to bring the King over, urging to 
j him the Honour and Ives of ſuch an Alliance ; that 
it was the only Opportunity he had left to recover the 
| ood Opinion of his Subjects, who, he muſt needs know | 
imſelf, were ſomewhat alienated in their Affections 
It from him, with a great deal more to the ſame 3 
7 | Il 
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And he did at laſt proceed ſo far, well knowing his 
A blind , as to engage, if his Majeſty. would enter 
into, and be cordial in ſuch an Alliance, to order it ſo. 
that bis Parliament ſhould acquieſce with whatever he was 
men attempting to get eſtabliſhed in reſpect of Reli- 
ion, which he could never effect by the Aſſiſtance and 
J Agency of France; their harſh Procedure againſt the 
IJ Reformed there being too green and freſh in Memory, to 
de ſo ſoon forgotten by the Exgliſh, who had beſides 
J natural Averſion to that Nation and their Politicks. 
But, my Lord, all that Don Ronquillo has done, was 
FJ communicated to the French Emiſſaries, who preſently 
d IF took the Scent 3 and being not willing to give the King 
pace to demur upon the Matter, loſt no time in remon-- 
n ftrating to him, That they who had told him; that he 
Y © ought to take that opportunity to gain his Subjects, by 
J © entring into the League of Ausburg, had not reflec-- 
ted upon the ill Conſequence that followed upon ſuch. 
hn oF © a Procedure: That that League now agitated was but 
J © the Conſequence of another made at Magdeburg by 
© the Proteſtants, in favour of the Hugonots: And that 
© it were againſt all good Reaſon and Senſe, that a Prince 
* who did his utmoſt to procure a Liberty to Roman Ca- 
6 tholicks in England, ſhould concur to re-eftabliſh the 
J © moſt rigid of Proteſtants in France. Beſides, it would 
© argue no good Policy for him to forſake a ſolid Friend, 
* ſach as the French King was, to join himſelf to ſuch 
© Princes, who would no longer be uſeful to him, than 
© while they had need of him; fince the Proteſtants had 
* already begun to over-reach their Piety, ſo far as to 
© draw them into Leagues formed againſt a Catholick 
Prince, in favour of the Calviniſts, whom he had 
© driven out of his Dominions. Wherefore the King 
made anſwer to Don Ronquillo in general terms; That 
as he would faithfully preſerve the Alliance made be- 
© tween him and his Maſter, ſo the ſame Fidelity obli- 
* ged hin, not to violate that Friendſhip which was bee. 
© tween him and the Moſt Chriſtian King, his Kinſman, 
h 


* 
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- againſt the States of Holland could not be attempted 


© who was willing to live at peace with his Neighbour; 
© and maintain the ſame as far as he could between them. 
Thus, my Lord, this hopeful Overture was blaſted} 
the Conſequence whereof I refer to him who knows all 
things, and to whoſe Protection I commend your Lord$ 
ſhip ; who am, | 
My Lord, 
Paris, March 16. Your very obliged 
1688. N. S. Servant to command 
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Aarquiſs of Powis, Pope's Nuncio, &c. 
againſt a Way with Holland. 4 


My Tord, . 
THA the King, purſuant to his late Alliances with 
this Crown, deſigns a War, in conjunction with | 

the French Arms, againſt Holland, is no longer a Secret 
here, whatever it may be in England; eſpecially ſince i 
Don Ronquillo's Axtifices to gain him over to the Auſtrian 
Intereſt, as 1 mentioned to your Lordſhip in my laſt, 
have failed, tho he were briskly ſeconded therein by the 
Lord Marquiſs of Powis, the Pope's Nuncio, and Empe- 
ror's Miniſter ; whoſe Reaſons, or rather Remonſtrances 
of the King upon that Head, for want of better Intelli- Þ 
gence, I ſhall at preſent take notice of to your Lordſhip, | 
as entred in our Minutes, and which indeed were ſuch 
that tis a wonder he ſhould withſtand them; ſed quem 


Deus 
1. They preſt it very home upon him, that ſuch a War 


with any apparent Advantage to his Majeſty, without a 
Junction with che French Power, which yet in all human 
8 | pro- 
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Wyecobability would never enable him to conquer thoſe 
rovinces, ſince both the Crown of Spain and the 
Emperor, nay the Empire would be obliged to pro- 
ect them; to war with whom, eſpecially with Spain, 
rhoſe Trade, as he well knew, was moſt beneficial to 
england of any in the World, would be attended with 
uch manifeſt Diſadvantage, as all the Power of France, 
Frere that King a faithful Ally, would never be able to 
Inake the Nation amends for: And that ſuppoſing he 
Fhould be able to conquer the ſaid Republick by the Aſſiſ- 
France of the French Arms, yet to conquer it by French 
Force, would neceſſarily but make himſelf, as well as 
at Nation, a Tributary and Underling to France. i 
2. That in all likelihood a War with Holland, and a- 
inſt the Houſe of Auſtria, would * * his Subjects, 
Ind ſet them all againſt him; yea, and perhaps move 
Jome hot Spirits to form Deſigns to diſpoſtefs him of his 
Mhrone ; or at leaſt, ſo far to make Oppoſition, as to 
knock on the head all his fine Projects for the Adyance- 
Bent of his own Religion in England, and engaging of 
is very Catholick Subjects againſt him. — 
J 3. That if his Majeſty intended the Re- eſtabliſnment 
ith f the Catholick Faith in England, it was to be conſi- 
ret er d, that the ſame was a Work of time, and required 
reat Moderation; but that they were ſure the hot and 
ious Methods of France and the Jeſuits, would never 


aſt, 1 ect it. | 

the © 4. That to them, for the effectual bringing about of 
pe- We ſaid Work, there ſeemed a kind of Neceſſity, that 
Ces 


e ſhould ſtay till the Diſcords between the Catholick 
ances were ſo far appeaſed, as to be without danger of 
teak ing out in a long time; for that all their Concurrence 
ould be found to be little enough to enable him to ac- 
pmpliſh his Ends therein. | 
6. That if he ſhould chuſe rather to enter into a ſtrict 
lliance with the Houſe of Auſtria againſt the French, 
would thereby render himſelf ſecure of his People's 
learts and Affections, of the Dutch Naval Force to 
an engthen him at Sea, as occaſion required, and of all 
pro- | the 
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the other Allies Forces, to divert the French Armies bl, ! 
Land, And that if he ſhould loſe upon that account, ao 
twas likely, any Remittances from France, they aſſure I 
him, the Pope would allow him a much better Penſion ta pen 
countervail it; and. that being engaged againſt France d 
his People would be ſo intent againſt the French, and ev 
upon that War, ſo agreeable to their Inclination, that 
they would not be ſo very jealous of, and ſo prying ind 
to the Advances he ſhould make in the Change of Reli# Par; 
gion at home; and that if by that means, than which 3 
nothing could be thought on more feaſible, he could not. 
ſettle that Religion, he might at leaſt ſecure it, and make 
Matters eaſy to thoſe of his own Perſuaſion, 1 
6. That if his Majeſty perſiſted to make War againſſ 
Holland, which would inevitably draw on one with th 1 
Houſe of Auſtria, if his Arms did not prevail ſo far ag 
to come to an entire Conqueſt, he was certainly ruined 
and all the Catholicks in the three Kingdoms along with 
him, without reſource, and would periſh unpitied, and / 
without any Hopes or Poſſibility of Succour from any 4 
Catholick Princes but the French King alone; And / 
that if on the contrary, as it was the moſt unlikely! 
thing in the World, he ſhould prevail to a Con8 
| pins over Holland, and his own Country, yet theres 
by he ſhould, under the colour of an imaginary E n 
| 


ſtabliſnment of the Catholick Religion in the Brit 
Kingdoms, but ſettle an irreligious Tyrant over a 
Chriſtendom, worſe to the Catholick Religion anqv01 
Chriſtianity in general, than any Hererick in Ho World e 
nay than the very Turk himſelf, and who would inſolentſſom 
ly trample upon the Pope's, as well as his Fellowyime 
Princes Power, and ſet up a new Empire and a new RelifÞcli 
ion of a. third fort, neither Catholick nor ProteſtantWec: 
= ſuch as ſuited with his own ambitious Deſigns ; aue 
the Steps he had already made that way, did ſufficient Wye 
declare: And ſo inſtead of reſettling the Roman Catholiaton 
Religion where it had loſt Ground, and in the Soil fene 


Great Britain, which would prove but a Quick Sand: * 
; 1 
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he would deſtroy it all over Europe, where it was 
Wow eſtabliſhed in terra firma, &c. 
r' leave it to the Deciſion of your Lordſhip's Judg- 
bent, whether theſe or the French Remonſtrances car- 
d moſt of Reaſon, Probability and Truth in them; as 
nd Never ſhall all that comes from, 


= 3 My Lord, 

eli Faris, Apr. 30. Your Honour s 

ich 1588. N. S. moſt Humble and 

10 i ö moſt Devoted Servant. 


ee ed e bebe cr 
and the French Xing; and of King James's 


al LETTER CXIV. 
ſending an Ambaſſador to Rome, to recon- 


th 
/ the Differences continued between the Pope 
cile them, 


My Lord, _ 
iH Have already tranſmitted to your Lordſhip the Con- 
4 | tents of his Holineſs's Letters to the French King, 
bout the Regale and Franchiſes ; but there ſeems now to 
e a Diſpoſition in theſe two high-ſtomached Princes to 
Jome to an Accommodation; and the Conjuncture of 
me lies ſo to the Heart of this Court, that I am apt to 
ihelieve they will precipitate an Agreement. However, 


kant becauſe their Forwardneſs therein might be diſguiſed as 
; aſnuch as French Policy could effect, they have by their 
ent{Mvents inſinuated to our King, that an Embaſly to Rome 
hol om him about accommodating of the aforeſaid Diffe- 


i offences muſt be very grateful to his Holineſs, who paid 
d nore deference to his Majeſty, and would further regard 
is Mediation than any Prince in Chriſtendom; and that 

. tho 


e 


© the two Courts; that he might be pleafed to conſidei 


© not, yet it was moſt certain that the Puniſhment was 
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tho the French Court ſtood very ſtiff upon their Right 
yet it was not to be doubted, but as they had fo high 


Valuation for his Friendſhip at all times and occaſions 

ſo he might be confident that in ſo critical a juncture of" 
time, they would not be ſo purblind as not to ſee whereſ 4 
in their true Intereſt conſiſted. It was no ſooner, m di 
Lord, propoſed to the King, butaccepted by him; and fa 
my Lord Howard is already arrived in this Kingdom, ig A 
his way to 1taly, as the King's Ambaſſador extraordina8F 
ry on this Errand, But notwithſtanding this Cour f tb 
has ſo far prevailed by their Artifices in England to prof R 
cure the King's Mediation, yet an Accident, if it may b. 
be called ſo, has lately happened at Rome, which may] P' 
perhaps blaſt all the blooming Hopes entertained fronſ O. 
this mighty Negotiation :; for Monſieur Lavardin, Ami de 
baſſador from this King at Rome, receiving Information} D 
that ſome of the Pope's Marſhals were got within high "! 
Quarters, he order d his Men to ſeize them, and commiſe { 
them to ſafe Cuſtody. The Cardinal d Eſtree has en ®! 
deavoured to alleyiate the Matter, and mollify his Holi A 
neſs's Reſentments, ſaying, ©. That certain Perſons, wha] ec 


© were no great Friends to France, had ſet them at work,} 
© with a Deſign to irritate Matters yet further between 


© that in the poſture Affairs then ſtood, that is, after his 
Holineſs had accepted the Mediation of the King of Eng. 
land, it would look ill to admit any Innovation. But 
the Cardinal was asked, * Whether the King of France 
© was Sovereign in the City of Rome £ And ſuppoſing he 
© had been really ſo, was there any Juſtice to arreſt Peo4 
© ple as they walked along the Streets, that had a Deſign 
© 'to make no manner of Attempts upon any? That it 
© was never yet known in ops Br mart þ or heard of | 

© the World, that any Law condemn'd a Man upon 

© bare Suſpicion ; but ſuppoſing that were true, as it wa 


< reſerved to the Sovereign, and not to an Ambaſlador 
© who, whatever Latitude he would have allowed to hi: 
Authority, could not pretend to any more than to be 

inde 
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dependent in his own Perſon: That as for his Domeſ- 
ticks, if they pretended to the ſame Exemption with 
BY himſelf, it was no farther allowable than they demeaned 
ME themſelves regularly, as they ought to do; for if "Y 
rel did otherwiſe, they were fubje& to the ordinary Juriſ- 
IJ dition of the Place they were in: That there were 
IF a thouſand Examples for it, tho there had been ſome 
.#$ Ambaſſadors who had endeavoured to extend the Pri- 
vilege of their Domeſticks ſo far, as to maintain that 
they ought to be affranchiſed. That this pretended 
Night of Sovereignty by Ambaſſadors was ſo far from 
being true, that they had not as much as Power to 
iF puniſh their own Servants ; for there could not be any 
one Example produced, that any Ambaſſador has intru- 
i ded fo far, as to condemn any Perſon whatſoever to 
jon Death, tho there have been many that have juſtly me- 
FF rited ſuch Puniſhment ; That it was true, they had 
FF ſometimes reclaimed them when fallen into the hands 
of ordinary Juſtice ; but that at the ſame time it had 
always depended upon that of the Sovereign to con- 
FT cede that Favour to them, or refuſe them, according 
as they were more or leſs juſt.” Theſe things bei 
Iranted, which could not be otherwiſe, for they car 10 
Meir own Light with them; how could it be juſtify'd that 
his n bare Ambaſſador ſhould dare to arreſt not only his 
own Servants, but the Officers of a Sovereign Prince, 
Ind that even in his Capital City, and to heighten the 
MExtravagance of ſuch an Action, even in the very fight 
of him? | 
Thus, my Lord, has the old Gentleman reſented the 
Injury, and I am afraid our King will have but little 
ii oy of his Embaſſy, and in this Particular come ſhort of 
"dis Grandfather's Motto of Beati Pacifici ; however, his 
Zeal here for the Good of the Roman Catholick Church 
Is highly applauded z but whether it be a Zeal without 
Knowledg, I'll leave to your Lordſhip to determine, and 
think my ſelf happy in any Opportunity to ſerve you; 
who am, | 
b Paris, July 2. My Lord, 
nde 1688. N. S. Your very Humble Servant. 
5 LE T- 
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Of the Seven Biſhops being committed to . | 
Tower of London; and the French 11M: 


trigues to embroil that Matter. at w 
My Tord, | 0 


| HE Commitment of the Biſhops to the Tower 
and the Birth of the Prince of Wales, are thing 
ſo agreeable to the Guſto of this Court, that they ar * * 
overjoy'd at it; about the former of which this Court 
has been very buſy. I will not poſitively ſay the Presbyf 
terians had the firſt hand in it, tho they have taken car 
to enter it into our Minutes ſo ; and that they being 
willing to make ſome advantage of the Conteſts o 
the Court, got it ſuggeſted to the King, by the means 0 
the Romaniſts, That in order to engage the Parliamen 
do eſtabliſh Liberty of Conſcience, it was neceſſary th un 
Biſhops ſhould be order'd to enjoin the reading the King 
Declaration in their reſpective Dioceſſes: That the Matte 
could not be ſcrupled by them, ſince the Publication of the 
King's Orders had been at all times an Uſage in England 
as well as in other Countries. But however this matte 
was firſt ſtarted, my Lord, I will not take upon me td. 
determine, but it was carry'd on by ſtrange Inſtruments 
for as ſoon as ever the Biſhops had refuſed to read the 
Declaration, and addreſt themſelves to the King upon 
that account with their Reaſons for Non-compliance, the 
Jeſuits about him, egged briskly on by ſuch as are en 
tirely at this Court's deyotion, repreſented to him they 
great Affront offered to his Authority, and the Regal 
Dignity it ſelf, by ſuch a Refuſal; and if he ſuffered the 
ſame to go impunedly, it might open a Gap for it . 
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trampled upon without reſerve, and who eould tell 
ere it would terminate? That ſince he had already in all 
er points carry'd the Rights of Soyereignty to a great 
abt, ſurely it was not now time to diſſemble and wink 
nn Adventure that put ſuch narrow Bounds to his Regal 
Ithority: That there was therefore an abſolute neceſſi- 
BS to call them to a ſevere account for ſuch an audacious 
Wt ; That they might be try'd by virtue of the Eccle- 
ical Commiſſion, and with as much Juſtice every 
it ſuſpended, as the Biſhop of London was; and 
at would be a mighty advantageous Conſequent there- 
was, that the Privation of the Epiſcopal Authority 


old advance the Regal Authority to ſuch a pitch, as to. 


held in Veneration by all the People. You know, 
Lord, the Succeſs theſe Remonſtrances have had; but 
Variation of the Biſhop's Trial is diſayow'd by this 
Wourt, and the Cauſe of their being brought into Weſt- 
Nuſter-Hall attributed to the Chancellor's ſwaying the 


Wm. Upon the Acquitment of the Biſhops, the Englif 
ſuits were horribly ſpited, and the French Emiſſaries 
phed in their fleeyes; and that they might embroil 
e Nation more, had Orders to , Ae. into any 
om they thought fit for their purpoſe, That the Regal 
thority had that Property in it, that it oftentimes ſub- 
ted more in Imagination than Effect: That if the Peo- 
did but once know their own Strength, they would 
d it an eaſy matter to ſhake off the Yoke which cer- 
Puiſſances impoſed upon them; and with a great 
al more, but in general Terms, to the ſame purpoſe, 
th which I ſhall not at preſent trouble your Lordſhip. 
it they have at the ſame time ſpirited up the Jeſuitical 
durt-Faction to importune the King, without any In- 
miſſion, to review the Biſhops Cauſe, and bring them 
to another Tryal; alledging to him, that the not do- 
z it would undoubtedly add a Triumph to the People, 
hereof they had already given but too clear Signs, and 
inſiderably augment the Audaciouſneſs of his Enemies, 
o were more in number than he could imagine: and 

chat 
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ng, and for which ſome have gnaſhed their teeth at 
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that in ſhort the only way to put both the one and t 
other to a profound ſilence, was by not flinching fro 
that Refoluteneſs and Conſtancy which he had made 
appear ſince the beginning of his Reign; for if he ond 
began to flag therein, it would be quickly ſeen, 
would proportionably fink in Reputation. That ther 
fore great Care ſhould be taken to retrieve this agaiß 
ſince, unleſs that were done, he muſt neceſſarily f: 
into a greater Contempt with his People than he w 
aware of, and from whence many Inconveniences wou 
ariſe, ſome of which could be as little foreſeen 
it would be hard to prevent them. That therefore, 
the Caſe ſtood, it were much more adviſable for hi 
to run the riſque of another Tryal, wherein if he ſu 
Teeded, his Sovereign Authority would be not only mai 
tained and kept entire, but the greateſt Opportunity p 
into his hands to extend the Bounds of it as far as | 
eh but if it ſhould happen otherwiſe, and that t 
iſhops ſhould be acquitted a ſecond time, which (as thi 
deſigned to concert Matters) was not very likely, 
Caſe would then be but the ſame, and no other th: 
now, andas much to be feared from the one as from t 
other. But, it ſeems, the King was ſo diſpirited wi 
the ill Succeſs of the firſt Tryal, that they found him e 
tirely averſe to venture on another; and therefore beit 
not able to divert him from his Reſolution of giving oy 
that Game as loſt, they made it their buſineſs to give 0 
That the King was not minded the Biſhops ſhould ha 
been caſt, that he had therefore given way that ſuch W 
ſhould be returned, and their Cauſe to. be ſolicit > 
> by all their Friends, as was a clear Demonſtration thi 
he had uſed all theſe Methods to deliver them from t 
Difficulties wherein they had plunged themſelves, wi 
this Deſign and Hopes, that the Senſe of his Goodnd 
might reclaim them back to their Duty, and that for ti. 
future they might ſet a Pattern to others not to ſwe 
therefrom. But I do not find by the Returns made 
ther of theſe Expedients, that they have met with af 


tolerable Succeſs ; your Lordſhip may know much bo 5 
th 
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Wn 1, how this Affair is reliſh'd in the whole, and what 
likely to be the Conſequence; and ſo I'll leave it to 
ur Determination, and remain, | 


2 uris, Aug. 8. My Lord, © 
1688. N. S. Your Lordſhip's 
b ' moſt Humble Servant. 


1 55 eee eee 
L LETTER CV © 


of the French Court upon it. 

= My Lord, 
WT Have upon another Occaſion hinted to ue Lordſhip 

what Appearance of Joy there was at this Court for 
WF Birth of the Prince of Wales; but they are now not 
little mortify'd at the Paſquils put forth in England 
d Holland, to render his Birth ſuſpected, and the whole 
be only a piece of Court Legerdemain, to carry on 
e Catholick Cauſe ; as for the latter, the Deſigns car- 
'd on againſt the King and his Adherents, as they are 
ow no Secret to the World, ſo *tis no wonder ſuch 
amphlets are connived at. Then for England, it is an 
Iroument the Reins of Government are of late much 
acken'd, and that the Regal Authority is much in the 
Vain, when the King and the Court's Honour is tou- 
hed in ſo ſenſible a Part, and yet no Redreſs can 
e made thereof, nor efficacious Remedy apply'd there- 
Wo. But I muſt tell you, my Lord, That though this 
durt has not ſo much reaſon to be concern'd as that in 
England in this Point, yet ſuch things dare not be much 
Fore than whiſper'd here, becauſe that upon the firſt 


ul roaching of his being a ſuppoſititious Prince, there has 


heen a very ſtrict Charge given, that none durſt preſ 


WW the Prince of Wales's Birth, with the Senſe 
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to ſpeak of him otherwiſe than of a real Prince, neithM:* | 
dare the Courtiers eyen in private ſo much as emancipa 


| themſelyes to ſpeak otherwiſe, leſt they ſhould therebMl,” & 
beſides tranſgreſſing the preſent Orders, give alſo a Je ey 
louſy to old Lewis himſelf, that they deſign'd oblique 


to revive the old Diſputes formerly raiſed about his o 
Legitimacy. But this I have heard them priyately ſa 
That could they have gotten away one of our Princeſſe 
(as I have formerly mention'd to your Lordſhip) to | 
marry'd here, and had had thereby another French He 
to put in, they beliey'd the Prince of Wales would ne 
be long lived. But theſe things, my Lord, are ticklil 
to meddle with at ſuch a Jun&ure of Time. I pr: 
God to keep your Lordſhip from all Harm, and to it 
_ creaſe the Honours of your Family; and thus I ſhall ty 

ever pray, whilſt, 


; My Lord, 
Paris, Sept. 12. | 
1688, N. S. i Jam, & c. | | 


eee 


LETTER Cxvn. 


Of the Prince of Conde's Feaſting of Moni 
+ ſieur the Dauphin. | 


My Lord, | | 
HAT the Dauphin commands the King's Armie 
upon the Rhine, 1 do not queſtion but your Lord! 
ſhip has heard &er now, about which Affair this Cours 
ſeems at this Juncture to be wholly taken up, ſo as th: 
I have nothing of moment worth ſending to your Hc 
nour; but before Monſeigneur's Departure, the Prince 
of Conde had been pleaſed to regale him and all his Re 
tinue, and that in a moſt ſumptuous and magnificen 
manner at Chantilli, where ſeyeral Ladies ha = 
ard 
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Nie in that Divertiſement. The Prince, upon this oc- 
Jon, diſtinguiſh'd himſelf in a very extraordinary man- 
he preſented himſelf before the Dauphin a great 
in the Foreſt, where there were Illuminations, and 
eiv'd him in the Habit of the old Heathen God Pan, 
ompany'd with a curious Train, all in diſguiſe like 
Waſelf; ſome like Shepherds and Sheperdeſſes, others 
reſenting Satyrs, leaping and dancing at the Sound of 
Wutboys, Bagpipes, and ſuch like Muſical Inſtruments. 
e Dauphin being in this manner conducted to the 
Wouſe, which cannot be ſaid to be ſuperb and ſtately, 
Wicſs it be for the Gardens and Water-works about it, 
was himſelf feaſted with a magnificent Supper, and 
eral other Tables were ſet for his Court; where he 
ntinued for five Days, and was regaled in the ſame 
aty as at firſt, and from thence return'd highly ſa- 
ed to Verſailles, J muſt confeſs, my Lord, I could 
t forbear giving you this ſhort Account of the Enter- 
nment, though it be ridiculous enough, eſpecially in 
 antick Preludium to it; but I know your Lordſhip 
s Goodneſs enough not only to pardon, but to take in 
od part whatever comes from, 
urs, Sept. 16. My Lord, 
1688. N. 8. 

| Your Lordſhip's 


Moſt Obedient Servant, 


WAS 
N 


* 


&% 
P 
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LETTER CXVYIIL. 


Of Kin James's ordering Maſs to be ſaid 1 2 
board his Fleet, and of his going on boarlf hin 
himſelf, to engage the Officers to turn Roma to: 


Catholicłs. he 
me 

x Pre 
M Lord, | | the 


| | WI this Court is a doing in reference ing 
| | the Engliſh Affairs at this time, there is little ¶ mil 


no Appearance of it; but they ſeem to be much col to 
cerned at the Diſappointment our King has met with, W 
not prevailing with the Officers of his Navy Royal 
become Catholicks: for me to make a Relation of t 
Tranſaction to your Lordſhip, 1 fear may be but Cra 
bis Cofta; but your Honour being now remote from t 
Court at your Country Habitation, and that 1 believe ¶ anf 
have here a truer Account of that Affair tranſmitted MI Maj 
us by the Agents of this Court, perhaps your Lordihif not 
will not think your Time ill ſpent in peruſing of ¶ To 
It ſeems the Commiſſioners whom the King has ſent ¶ ther 
the ſeveral Counties of the Kingdom, to diſpoſe Mel eye; 
Minds to a Willingneſs to take off the Penal Laws an ther 
Teſt, having generally found a grand Averſion in ii whi 
People to that Matter, the King was ſo incenſed at ti refl 


Reporr they made of it, and the invincible Stubbornneſ ſpac 
of the Nation, that he convened his Cabinet CouncY _ 
and with them reſolv'd to caſhier all ſuch out of nf poſi 
Service as would not fall in with his Deſigns: but tn yet 
all things might be opportunely executed, it was agree ter, 
he ſhould make himſelf ſure firſt of his Fleet and I whc 
Army, without whoſe Aſſiſtance they ſaw it was in vs * 
ch 


to effect ſo ſudden a Change at once; wherefore | 


\ 
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gave Orders that Maſs ſhould be ſaid on board his Ships: 
E there was ſuch Oppoſition made thereunto both by 
the Officers and Seamen, that the Prieſts, who went tlu- 
cher for that end, were forced to hide themſelves for 
fear of being thrown over-board; which they had like 
to have e e had it not been that the princi- 
pal Officers, Who maintain'd ſtill the Reſpect that was 
W due to the King's Commands, had done their utmoſt to 
W hinder it. But when the Matter came to be repreſented 
do the King, his Fury was raiſed to a high degree, tho 
he had for the time the Artifice to diſtemble his Reſent- 
ment; wherefore he reſolved to try whether his Royal 
= Preſence might not operate more than his Orders, and 
& therefore he went on board the Fleet himſelf, and hay- 


ing commanded all the Officers to bring him their Com- 


W miſſions, he asked them, Whether they were not reſoly'd 
W to change their Religion and embrace his, who had be- 
ſtow'd their Offices upon them, in expectation that they 


ſurprized at the Compliment, and expected no ſuch 
thing; nevertheleſs, being reſolv'd not to be frighten'd 


anſwer d, That how devoted ſoever they were to his 


not be induced to any thing againſt their Conſciences. 
To which the King replied, That what he required of 
them could by no means be prejudicial to them, what- 
ever their Miniſters might tell them to the contrary ; that 
there was more of Opinion than Reaſon in the Religion 
which they profeſſed ; that they ſhould take the pains to 
reflect duly thereon, for which he would grant them the 
ne ſpace of 48 Hours. 

nc But though moſt of them did believe from Words ſo 
I poſitive by the King, they ſhould certainly be caſheer'd, 
yet they reſolv'd to ſplit upon that Rock rather than al- 
ter, whatever came of it. The King, in the mean time, 
who had truſty Spies in all the Ships, having learnt their 
val Reſolutions, for all his Eagerneſs in the matter, did not 
e chink it adviſable to puſh on things oyer-far_at that 
80 | 7 tune; 


E 
4 


would do whatever he commanded them? They were 


with Menaces, nor be gain'd by Flatteries, they generally 


Majeſty's Service, and their own Fortune, yet they could 
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time; wherefore he ordered they ſhould be told, when 


he ſent them back their Commiſſions, That the 48 Hours 


which he had allotted, being not ſufficient for the deter- 
mining of an Affair of ſo great Importance, he was 

leaſed to allow them ſome further time to think of it, 
[36 that they would pleaſe him to conform themſelves 


to his Will on that occaſion, In the mean time, 


though the Politicks of this Court have been much uſed 


in England, yet herein they have been laid afide, and 
there is an eſſential Difference between the one and the 
other ; for in the Choice which our King makes of Of. 
ficers, he had rather they ſhould haye Service than Pro- 
fit; whereas in France they will have both the one and 
the other if they can, and for want of which, Profit is 
always preferred before Service. I'll not cenſure ſuch an 
Attempt, but I am aſhamed we ſhould be laughed at both 
here and in other Countries for our Politicks z and your 


Lordſhip knows as well as any Man living, that when | 


| Wiſe and experienced Stateſmen have fat at the Helm, 
they never would ſuffer the Regal Authority to be put 
upon ſuch an Hazard, well knowing the leaſt Reſiſtance 
made thereunto is a Triumph to the People; but ſpera- 
mus meliora. I am, | +: 
My Lord, 
Paris, Sept. 25. 


1688. N. S. Your Lordſhit's to command. 
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K . b 18 .... 
LI F F ANR G. 


Y Of the Count d' Avaux's acquainting the French 


d. 


King with the Prince of Orange's Prepara- 
tion: againſt England. 


My Lord, 


HE Ambaſſador of this Court, Monſieur the Count 
a Avaux, at the Hague, hath tranſmitted a poſitive 


Account hither of the great Preparations made in Hol- 


land for ſome grand Expedition, eſpecially by Sea ; in- 
timating that the Prince of Orange ſeems to have other 
Deſigns in his View than thoſe of a vigilant Stadtholder, 

for the maintaining the Dutch Fleets and Armies in a good 
Poſture, now other neighbour Nations are in Arms. You 
know, my Lord, Mr. Skelton is now Envoy in this Coun- 

try from England, as he was ſome time ago in Holland 
who while he was there, whether really or maliciouſly I 
will not determine, was pleaſed to tranſmit an Account 


to the King of the Prince's holding Correſpondence, and 


carrying on ſome Intrigues with his Subjects to his pre- 


judice, He had ſome Relations in the Princeſs's Family, 
by whoſe means he had an opportunity to inſpect into 
ſome Letters, from which he took upon him to pick out 
as much as gave him to underſtand, that there were ſome 

Matters agitated underhand, that tended to the King's de- 
triment, yet as far as I could learn, the King gave little 
heed to his Informations; but what the Count 4 Avaux 

has given his Maſter an account of, hath been eſteem'd 
. of Conſideration, and added here ſome Reputa- 
tion to Mr. Skelton's Agency, y hatever it may do in Eng- 


T- Hand: and Iam aſſur d, my Lord, from ſuch Authority 


as I dare rely on, that the French King has preſs d his 


2 2 Brother 


— 
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Brother of England to give that heed to it which it de- 
ſerves, and to take ſeaſonable Precautions to defend his 
Dominions from a powerful Invaſion, wherewith they 
are threatned. My Lord, I deſire to know with the next 
Conveniency whether I may be free to continue my Cor- 


. reſpondence with your Lordſhip, eſpecially if I find Mat- 


ters of this nature tranſacted; for I would not for any 
thing in the World bring your Lordſhip into the leaſt 
Præmunire, but in all things ſtudy to ſerve you with the 
exacteſt Diligence' and humbleſt Obſervance, which 1 


8 


ſhall always ſtrive to do; who am, 


Paris, Oct. 6. My Lord, 
1688. N. s. br Lordſhip's 
| moſt Humble Servant, 


BARR OA ARIA ORIG AROR 0060606060606 06360 
. re Cx 


Of the Means whereby My. Skelton came to 


know of the Deſigns in Holland againſt Ring 
James, and of his acquainting the King bu 
Maſter therewith. 5 


uy Lord, 7 
| V laſt imported ſome Intimations to your Lord- 


ſhip of Mr, Stelton, when the King's Envoy at] 


the Hague, his diſcovering ſome ſecret Correſpondence, 
Negotiated between England and Holland, as he judged, 
to his Maſter's diſadvantage: I have alſo noted how 
the King had been advertiſed of it from this Court, 
where Mr, Skelton is now in the ſame Quality, as at 
the Hague; and who, I can aſſure your Lordſhip, has 
made a further Progreſs to unriddle the Intrigue ſince 
his Arrival, by the means of one whoſe Name is Budeus 

a 


Se ©S 


de Verace, a Proteſtant of Geneva: who having been 
ſome time ſince Captain of the Guards to the Prince of 
Orange, and having had the misfortune to kill a Man in 
a Duel, was caſheer'd by him. Mr. Skeltoz being then 
at the Hague, and acquainted with the ſaid Verace, found 
a way to reconcile him to his Maſter by the Recommen- 
dation of my Lord Clarendon, 'who having brought up 
his Son, my Lord Cornbury, at Geneva, was under great 
Obligations to Verace for the good Offices he had done 
him, and Care taken of him. This Genoeſe being thus 
re- eſtabliſn'd in the Favour of the Prince his Maſter, had 
it ſeems a greater ſhare of it than before, as he had alſo 
in the Secrets of Monſieur B— -, his Favourite; 
however it was, it ſhould ſeem by the Sequel, that he 
was now, by his ſecond Introduction to Favour, become 
quite of Mr. Skeltozz*s Intereſt, who was the Inſtrument 
to reconcile him: for not long ſince he has taken 


occaſion to be diſſatisly'd with the Service he engaged 


in, and withdrawn; and being, as was given out, 
upon his Return to his Native City of Geneva, he 
took occaſion to write a Letter to Mr. Skelron, now 
in this City, That the Noiſe about the Armament 

in Holland was ſo far from being a falte thing, or 
otherwiſe to be conceiv'd, that it was a Matter of the 
higheſt Importance, and did no leſs than concern 
the Safety of the Crown of his Maſter, the King of 
England; and that it was highly neceſſary he ſhould 
be made acquainted with a Son-in-law, whom he knew 
not.“ This he deſired Mr. Stelton to communicate to 
the King with all ſpeed, but he was not willing to make 


A 


„ K W W N 


any further Diſcovery of his Secret to any other ſave 


to the King himſelf in Perſon, if the King were ſo 
pleaſed as to ſend him Orders by Mr. Stelton to come 


and attend him: upon the Receit of which Letter from 


the ſaid Genoeſe, Mr. Skelton hath writ five or ſix Let- 
ters to the King in a very preſſing, lively and urgent 
manner; but what effect they have had upon him, may 


be the Subject of another Letter, and perhaps of my next, 


T2 it 
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if my Intelligence fail me not: in the mean time I am, 


and ſhall be, . 0 
| 8 My Lord, 585 . 
Paris, Aug. 14. Tour Lordſhip's moſt Humble ef 
1688. N. 8s. Se and Devoted Servant. ba 
eee e SOS | 1 
EBT T FER CAL 15 1 

Of the Slights uſed to make King James neg- th: 
 ligent to provide againſt the Invaſion from i} N. 

- Boland. .-: | * 
8 the 

My Lord, | en 


Do not find Mr. Stbelron's Inſtances have had any great I 1; 
I effect upon the King towards quickning his Pace to po 
ward off the Blow that ſeems to be preparing to be 
given bim; and I have ſomething more than a Suſpi- 
cion, That it is the Deſire of this Court the Kingdom p,. 
ſhould be invaded, and that the Agents of it have been 
extraordinary buſy to countermine whatever Advices haye 
been given the King for taking a timely Precaution to 
defend himſelf ; ſo that there is, my Lord, in this Caſe 2 
a Wheel within a Wheel; and whatever open Profeſſions 
of Kindneſs are ſhew'd him from hence by a 1imous Pre- 
monition of his Danger, there is as great Care ſeriouſſy 
to thwart all by contrary Counſels. And amongſt other 
things, it has been eagerly urged to him, That the Prince 
| of Orange continues to carry himſelf towards him with 
| ſuch a Conduct, as could not leave the leaſt room to 
entertain any Suſpicion of him: and could it be thought 
| that a Prince who had ſhew'd his Devoirs to him, ſo far as 
| to make his Compliments, as other Princes had done, | 
| upon the Birth of his Son, the Prince of Wales, and 
| cauſed the Name of bis new Brother-in-Law to be added J ff. 
| | to 
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to thoſe of the Princes of the Family, for whom they 
Pray'd in his Chappel ; ſhould be unſincere, or have the 
leaſt Deſizn to moleſt him or his Kingdoms by Arms ? 
eſpecially ſince Van Citters, the States Ambaſſador, had 
particularly aſſur d him, That what Preparations were 
made in Holland, did not regard England; but had gi- 
yen him to underſtand, That France had a great deal 
more reaſon to be alarmed than he. But after all, what- 
ever were intended by ſuch Preparations, which they 
were well aſſured were much greater in Fame than in 
Reality, bis Majeſty's Affairs were in ſo good a poſture, 
that he had no reaſon to fear any Enterprizes whatſo- 
ever; That he had a Land-Army, a Fleet, and ſuch good 
Magazines, as were ſufficient to render the Efforts of 
almoſt all the complicated Powers of Europe ineffectual, 
though ſuch a Conjunction was as little to be expected 
as that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty would abandon him; 
who, if he ſaw occaſion, as there was now but little 
likelihood, would not fail to ſupport him with all the 
Power of France both by Sea and Lind. I will not be 
further troubleſome to your Lordſhip, but remain, 


Paris, Aug. 18. My Lord, 
1688. | Tour Humble Servant, 


N eee e eee 
LETTER CXXITL 


My Lord 8 | 
French Faction with Treachery-to his Maſter 
King James. | as 


S My Lord, | | 
7 I. your Lordſhip ſhould ask me, What the real De- 
u 


ſigns of this Court are in reference to England in 
ch a conjuncture; they ſeem to have other Sentiments 


3 now 


charged by ſome of the 
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now of the Invaſion than they had a few days ago, 
when. they were ſecretly promoting the ſame might and 
main, as I have intimated not long ſince to your Lord- 
_ ſip, with a View to engage us in a Civil War, and 
thereby bring the King under a Neceſſity of calling in 
ſuch a French Power to his Aſſiſtance, as he ſhould never 
be able to force out again: but now they ſeem to be 
quite againſt it, ut on the Oppoſition made by a great 
Miniſter of State to their Offer, beth of Men and Ships 
upon this occaſion; of whom they talk ſtrange things 
here, and ſay, That in regard to the King, however he 
has inſinuated and winded himſelt into his Favour more 
than any they could recommend or propoſe, he mult be 
an Enemy reconciled only in a way of Policy and Ne- 
ceſſity; That he had in former Parliaments puſhed on the 
Bill for his Excluſion with greater Eagerneſs and Warmth 
than any other ; That he had never attempted to reco- 
ver his Favour, but when he had a Proſpect to injure te; 
him thereby; That he is a Man intent to follow the pre · ¶ ni 
vailing fide, but that he had always, in caſe of any fat 
Change, a ſafe Retreat to the other fide 3 That whilſt he tal 
adhered to the Factions in Parliament againſt the Royal by 
Family and Intereſt, he had ſtrict Correſpondence with an 
one of King Charles's L——>—  —, who found a way ? 
to, reconcile him to his Majeſty, and by his Mediation p- 
to the Duke of Jork: That being now come to be 
Prime Miniſter of State to the King, and almoſt the on- 
iy one he had ſince his Elevation to his Brother's Throne, 
he had ſerved him with Zeal, while there was a Proſ— 
pect of Proſperity to attend him; but that he hath now 
no ſooner perceived there is a Party formed againſt Þ 
him, than he hath ſhewed himſelf ready to enter into 
a Correſpondence with his Enemies againſt him; That 
the Counteſs of 8 „Writing to the Princeſs of 
Orange, that their Uncle H. S. a Man deeply engaged 
in that Intereſt, was gone into Holland to attend the 
Prince, was no ſmall Proof of her Husband's being en- 
gaged in the ſame Intereſts ; That there could be no o- 


ther Conſtruction made of the Violence done to the King 
ps % | his 
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his Maſter, by his engaging of him, notwithſtanding all 


his Averſion to it, to advance Father Petre againſt his 
own . Inclination, maugre the Oppoſition made by the 
Queen to it, and in ſpite of the moſt * eſſential Laws of 


the Order he was of, to be one of his Privy Council 


That the King thereby, in ſatisfying of him, did on 
that occaſion loſe that Right which one ſhould think he 
had to diſpoſe of his own Subjects: That nothing elſe 
could be inferred from this Lord's Procedure and Car- 
riage in the imbroiled Aﬀair of the Biſhops, which he 
brought on into the Council, and which he yet fayour'd 
underhand: That it cannot otherwiſe chuſe = that. the 


Contempt which this Miniſter has affected of all the In- 
formations given the King his Maſter of the Deſigns of 


the Prince of Orange, his Son-in-law, and of the Dutch 
againſt him, whereby he has in a hoy diverted 
him from uſing the Means neceſ 

tempts made upon him, or Impreſſions on his Domi- 
nions z muſt proceed from an ill Principle and Difiatiſ- 
faction to his Intereſts. - I hope your Lordſhip will not 


take this Freedom ill at my hands, which is nothing elſe 


but the Senſe of this Court upon the preſent Occaſion, 
and with which I ſhall conclude 3 who am, 


Paris, Off, 28, My Lord, 
1 68 8. e | | 
Your Tordſbip's moſt 


* I. E T- 


ary. to reſiſt any Al- 
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LETTER Cxx nl. 


My Lord S—— excuſed by others of the 


French Faction, as to his Conduct in reſpect 
to the Prince of Orange's Deſign againſt 
King james and his Adberents. 35 


. My Lord, 
Ed HE Cenſure of this Court upon the late Conduct 


| of a noble Peer and prime Miniſter in England, as 
mentioned in my laſt to your Lordſhip, is not ſo univer- 


ſal, but that there are divers others who have entertain d 


a quite contrary Opinion of him; and ſay, That it is 
far enough from being an infallible Rule, that a recon- 


ciled Enemy can never become a ſincere Friend: That it | 


is poſſible a Man may reſerve unto himſelf a Place of 
Refuge and Retreat among a contrary Party, and yet be 
far enough from falling in with its Intereſts ; That the 
Suſpicions of him are, without any manifeſt Ground, 
ſince there is not the leaſt Appearance that he hath perſo- 
nally linked himſelf with his Maſter's Enemies, or held 
any Correſpondence with them that tends to the betray- 


ing of him: That what his Lady had done with the | 


Princeſs of Orange, tho it might be liable to Suſpicions 
in ſuch a Conjuncture, is no ſufficient Proof or Reaſon 
that the ſame Crime ſhould be attributed to the Earl 
her Husband: That Col. S, tho his near Relation, 
might yet deceive him, and make him believe that his 
Paſſage into Holland, was to no other end than for the 
Benefit of his Health, and a Journey to drink the Waters 
of the Spay: That to ſay he turned Roman Catholick 
that he might the better ſerve the Proteſtant Intereſt, 


was ſo ridiculous in it ſelf, as to need no Confutation: 


That 


— + a5 1 ina 
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the Cenſures is moſt agreeable to Truth, I'll leave to 
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That as for the Buſineſs of Father Petre, the Earl did 
nothing but what every wiſe Stateſman would have done, 
vix. to ſeek out one on whom might be diſcharged the 
Envy of ſuch things as ſhould diſpleaſe the People in 
the Court-Conduct, and ſo eſcape it himſelf ; That as 
for any Enterprize by the Prince of Orange and the Hol- 
landers againſt ſo potent a King as his Maſter, who was 
incompaſſed with ſo great an Army, it might appear to 
be ſo extraordinary and ſtrange a thing to him, that he 
might believe it his Duty to neglect ſuch Advices as 
things unlikely, and not far from ridiculous: And that 
now at length he finds himſelf obliged to believe them to 
be real, thoſe ſame Forces which the King his Maſter has 
on foot, might make him opinionative to reject the Suc- 
cours offer d him from hence, which he looks upon to 
be as well dangerous as unneceſſary. But which of 


your Lordſhip's Determination; and remain, 
My Lord, 
Paris, Oct. 31. | 
2006 NS Your ever obliged Servant. 


A Re bb r bert 064 


LETTER CXXIV. 


Arguments uſed by the French Agents to gain 
King James's Conſent to receive French Suc- 
cours into England, and anſwered by my 
Lord S——. TD | 


My Lord, : 


X 7 OUR Lordſhip cannot but know of the Buſineſs 
of Cardinal Fur ſtenburgh about the Electorate 
Y Cologn, and how he is ſupported by this King, 


whoſe Arms are advanced that way. It may be you {| 


have 


— egg” — 
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have ſeen Monſieur Bonrepos alſo at London, whoſe In- 


ſtructions were to offer to the King, in his Maſter's 


Name, That however his Forces are already adyanced 
towards the Upper Rhine, and ready to enter upon Ac- 


tion; yet finding the Danger his Majeſty was like to be 


in from Holland, he was willing to prefer his Intereſts, 
who was his Friend, before his own: And that if he 
found the King demur upon the matter, he was to tell 
him, That his Majeſty ought to conſider the thing not 


as it was in it felf, but in the preſent Circumſtances 
of it: That it might be juſtly feared his Work was not 
to oppoſe only the Armies of others, but that he ſhould 
be well aſſured that thoſe very Armies, with which he 


deſigned to reſiſt his Enemies, did not hold Intelligence 
with them, and concur againſt him in the ſame Deſigns ; 
That the chief Officers that commanded his Army were 
faithful to him to ſach a degree, as to be Proof againſt 
being corrupted, which could. not be faid of the other 
parts of the State, who were well known to be corrup- 
ted; which his Army, if they did not already, muſt 


| ſhortly know. From whence he was to infer, that if | 


the ſame Corruption ſhould unfortunately happen to 
creep into the Army, as well as elſewhere, the King, 


in refuſing foreign Succours (which in conjunction with 


thoſe who ſhould prove faithful Subjects to him, would 
make at leaſt a Party) would leave himſelf expos'd, 
without any Defence, to all the Forces of his Enemies, 


My Lord, you cannot imagine how highly diſlatisfy'd | 
this Court is at the Rejection of their Aid; and that my 


Lord 5 's remonſtrating to the King, That the in- 
troducing a foreign Army into his Dominions that were 


Roman Catholicks, and eſpecially Frenchmen, would 


wound his Reputation very deep, and quite alienate the 
Nation's Affections from him, and be a Confeſſion 


of all the Rumours that had been ſcatter'd abroad of a 


private League made between him and France, for op- 
preſſing both the Liberty and Religion of his Country: 
And beſides the King had Forces enough of his own, 
and to ſpare, for the reſiſting of all the Efforts * ws 

| | and: 
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and: That his Fleet alone was able to ſtop them, and 
Wthat let it be as it would, his Land-Army could not fail 
Jof being Conquerors over them, being both much more 
numerous, and withal better diſciplined, had entirely fixed 
Ihim in the ſame Reſolution. I do not queſtion but this 
court will do the Earl all the Diſſervice they can, for 
Iſpoiling ſo brave an Opportunity of their getti 

ing with their Troops in England: However 
ſerved his Country, and deſerves well of i 
Ihis Fate may be. 1 am, 

My Lord, 
Paris, Nov. 2. Yours in all 


1688. N. s. Humble Obſervance. 


e has 
t, whatever 


LETTER Cxxv. 


Of Mr. Skelton's Negotiations in France, 


with the Reaſons of his being recalled, and 


committed Priſoner to the Tower of Lon- 


My Lord, | 


Cannot conceive but they are as much in the dark 
with you about Mr. Skelton*s Impriſonment in the 
Tower upon his Arrival in England, as they are concer- 


ned for it here. I have already given your Lordſhip an ac. 


count of ſome of his Negotiations both in Holland and at 
this Court, and with your Honour's leave ſhall endea- 
your a little further to unriddle this Myſtery of his Impri- 
ſonment. When all the Arguments of this Court uſed 
by Monſieur Bonrepos to induce the King to admit of 
: | fome French Troops into his Country, under pretence 


n, [of aſſiſting him againſt the Prince of Orange, were ob. 


dui. 


„. Viated by wy Lord S—'s Remonſtrances and Af 
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| ſuch a Procedure (not knowing well then from what 


charge, that their Adyice was not followed. But having 
at length found it to be otherwiſe, they reſolved to put 


certain than that it is their own Intereſt they deſignec 
mainly thereby: for one day, after Monſieur de Croiſf 
had preſt him hard ſtill to ſollicite his Maſter to accept of 
the Troops and Ships offered him by France; Mr 
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ties, you cannot conceive the Concernedneſs that ap 


peared here at the grand Diſappointment, Mr. Skelton 
was almoſt oppreſſed with Enquirers into the reaſon o 


Quiyer the Arrow was taken that ſhot down the Gs 
liah of all their Hopes of once neſtling in England) whe 
examined, interrogated him, and almoſt laid it to hi 


him upon another Expedient, mentioned firſt by him 
ſelf, to ſerve his Maſter, as they ſaid, tho nothing is more 


Skelton anſwered, © That it was in vain, he having Or 
© ders to meddle no farther in that matter, and therefore 
© durſt not move in it. He alſo added, © That yet he 
© was of opinion, that if his moſt Chriſtian Majeſt 
© would _ his Ambaſſador to acquaint the States Ge- 
© zeral what ſhare he took in the Affairs of the King his 
© Maſter, and to threaten to attack them in caſe they 
© undertook any thing againſt him, he did believe that 
c would quickly put a ſtop to the intended Invaſion, 
© and ſpoil the Meaſures the Prince of Orange had con 
c certed thereupon, without giving the Engliſh occaſio 
© to complain their King had called Foreigners inte 
© their Country. That this would be an effectual means 
© to keep part of the King's Enemies on this ſide of 
© the Sea, and they might have leiſure enough to break 
© off the Cabals which the other formed at home againſt 


© him.* This Diſcourſe made Monſieur de Croiſſy haſten 


to acquaint the King wich it, who liked it fo well, that 
he immediately diſpatched away a Courier to Monſieur 
the Count d Avaux his Ambaſlador at. the Hague, with 
Orders to declare to the United Provinces, That they 
© could not attack the King of England, who was ſo in- 
© timate a Confederate with him, but that he muſt be ob- 
e 

| : | le 
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The States having pauſed a little for an Anſwer to this 
Memorial, .preſently upon it being encounter 'd with ano- 
ther from the Marquiſs d Albeville, the Engliſh Ambaſſador 
chere; they anſwered the latter, They were long ſince 


convinced of the League between the two Kings: That 


© they had armed in imitation of other Princes, ec. 
Which being interpreted here, that the States were re- 
ff ſolved to go on with the Invaſion, it raiſed the Expec- 
actions of this Court, that the Tender of their Troo 
would be ſtill accepted of by the King: But the Vigi- 
M lance and Sagacity of my Lord S. disjointed alſo 


this Project, and ended in the Recalling and Impriſon- 


ment of Mr. Skelton, for moving in an Affair for which 
ol he had no Orders. And this alſo, my Lord, has ſtopped 


your Lordſhip, who is come to Paris, from proceed- 
iag on his Journey for London, as ſuppoſing it to no 
Y purpoſe to give ſuch Informations as would not be re- 
garded ; and he is now, I hear, about returning back 
to his own Country. I hope things are well with your 
iff Lordſhip in theſe times of Difficulty ; had it been other- 
| wiſe, 1 do ſuppoſe I ſhould have heard it, that 1 mighe 


nue to be well with you, is the unfeigned Deſire of, 


on Paris, Nov. 8. My Lord, 
tO 1688. N. 8. : 
e Your Lordſhip*s moſt 


ak | Obedient Servant. 


* n 
J 


yerace the Genevan, whom 1 formerly mentioned to 


have ſtopped my Intelligence: And that all may conti- 
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LETTER CXXVI. 


Of the Prince of Orange”; landing in England, 
and Succeſs ;, with King James's Speech to 
his chief Officers. 15 


My Lord, . 
HOUGH the French Arms this year have had 
mighty Succeſs on the Rhine, yet the landing of 

the Prince of Orange in England, without any Oppo- 

ſition, and the Succeſs he has met with ſince his Arri. 
val; together with the Defection of ſome Horſe to him 

under my Lord Cornbury (though they ſay here, but a 

very ſmall number) has damped all their Rejoicings, 

And indeed if we may judge of their Hearts by their 

Looks, we may ſee plainly that they have given over not 


only their own Game on that ſide of the Water for loſt, 


but that they look upon that of the King's ſo too, al- 
moſt beyond all hopes of Recoyery. But yet that they may 
make ſome ſemblance of Zeal till for his Service, their 
Creatures haye adviſed him to call together his chief Of- 
ficers, and to tell them, That he had given Orders for 
the calling together of a free Parliament,- as ſoon as 
a more ſettled time would give him room to hope for 
ſuch ; That he had reſolved to provide for the Security 
of the Religion, Liberties and Privileges of his Subjects, 
as far as they themſelves could defire or wiſh for: 
Could there any more be expected from him, he was 


ready to grant it; but deſired if after all this there was 


any one diſſatisfy'd, that they might declare it: That 
he was ready to give unto ſuch as thought not fit to tarry 
with him, Paſſports to go to the Prince of Orange, and 
that he would freely pardon them their ſhameful Trea- 
| fon, This Speech, and the Effects it has had, your 

| * 8 | L ordſhip 
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Lordſhip * know much better than 1; but it is now 


talked here, that it has met with ſo little Succeſs, that 
moſt of thoſe Perſons whom the King had convened 
a aforeſaid, have formed a cloſe Conſpiracy againſt 
him, and to cut their way ſhort, reſolved to ſeize his. 
Perſon 3 and that my Lord C. — being pitched upon 
to execute the Defign, he dextrouſly engaged the King 
to go and view the Van-guard of his Army, which was 
that part of it which was poſted neareft the Enemy: 
That the King was ready to take coach and ride thither, 
when his Noſe falling to bleed on a ſudden, obliged him 
to ſtay for that time, and put off the Review till ano- 
ther Opportunity. But before that day was over, he 


had good Information given him, that there was a De- 


ſign formed to ſeize him, and that meaſures were con- 
certed to have him carry'd away to Exeter; and that 
my Lord C 
drew to the Prince of Orange, as did the King to Lon- 
don. I would not have troubled your Lordſhip at this 
time, but that I know you expect I ſhould give you 
the Sentiments of this ſide upon our Affairs, and what 


part they take therein: Which, with my humbleſt Du- 


ty to your Honour, is all I haye at preſent to impart 
to you; who am, 


Paris, Dec. 4. My Lord, 
1688. N. S. | | 
Your®s to ſerve and obey, 


upon that, with ſome others, with- 


* 
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a ELD 266.2.50 
LETTER CXXVI. 


Of the Queen and Prince of Wales's going 
| over into France. B 


My Lord, 
| F i H E King's Affairs are looked upon here to be loſt 
| beyond all human relief, and the Prince of Orang 
is now as much dreaded, as they heretofore made a ſem - 
blance of deſpiſing and neglecting of him: tho, in real 
ty, there were ever ſince 1 have known this Place, ſe - 
cret Fears of his great Conſtancy, Policy and Courage, 
hanging upon this Court; and all the Hopes they have 
now left, and the only Twig to hang by, is his Petite 
Highneſs, who, after great Difficulties, is with his Mo-. 
ther arrived here, and of whom ſome of their Atten-I 
dance give a lamentable Relation, That upon my Lordi 
Dartmouths refuſal to let the young Gentleman croſs 
the Seas, he was carried back to London, whither the 
King was alſo come from Salisbury; who with the 
Count de Lauxune, who preſented himſelf at Court the 
21ſt of the laſt Month, concerted meaſures for the E- N 
ſcape of the Queen and her Son. Signior Riva an Ita- P © 
lian, and one of the Queen's Servants, and Monſieur de! 
Labadie, another of the King's, Perſons of approved 
Fidelity, were intruſted to provide all things neceſſary 
for their embarking, and for their Journey from Mhite- 
Hall to the place where the Ship lay. They ſay it was 
not without very great Danger of being ſtopped and 
diſcovered, that the Queen and the Child got out of the 
Court, at a time that every thing was ſuſpected, and Perl 
when the Infant's crying might have been a means to Pit 
| have broken all the beſt Meaſures in the World. They fave 
were put into a ſtrange Diſguiſe, and ſo made their paſs "7 
| y 
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the way of unfrequented Stairs and Places, croſt the 
liver of Thames, and took the Road which leads from 
ondon to Graveſend, where Monſieur de Labadie had 
topped a Veſlel to tranſport them into France; and all 
he while the Child did not ſo much as once cry. They 
ere in danger ſeveral times to be ſeized by Sentinels, and 
Concourſe of People, who ſuſpected all whom they 
id not know, to be fugitive Papiſts, and looked upon 
heir eſcape as a Prey that ran away from them. While 
hey were on the Thames, they were encountred with 
Vind, Rain, the. fluctuating of the Waves in the Hor- 
pur of a Night ſo dark, that they could not ſee one 
other. - The Queen on the other ſide of the River 
aited for a Coach, near the Walls of a Church, which 
as harneſſed in a neighbouring Inn, being all the 


iolence: But the Curioſity of a Man who came out 
f the Inn with a Candle in his hand, put her into a 
reat fear, leſt ſhe ſhould be known ; for the Perſon ad- 
.Fanced directly towards the Place where ſhe ſtocd, when 
n- Nignior Riva, who perceived him, immediately follow'd 
nd encounter d him briskly; ſo as that both of them 
l into the Dirt, by which Diverſion the Queen eſcaped 
ndiſcoyer'd, and the Man thinking that what befel him 
yas the Effect of Chance, they both began to excuſe the 
natter, which proceeded no farther. When the Coach 
yas got ready, they rid away with all ſpeed, and came 
Y the Ship, where Labadize's Wife, who had ſome Ac- 
uaintance with the Captain, appearing firſt, did ſo amuſe 
um with a Story, That the Queen was an Tralian Lady, 
eturning with her Family into her own Country, till the 
te. Nueen was got ſafe on board, and lodged in the Cabin 
vas Hppointed for her, together with the Nurſe that carry'd 


nd he Infant. The Marquiſs and Marchioneſs of Powis, 


he he Counts of Dalmon and Montecuculi, with other 


nd Perſons of her Retinue, did embark at the ſame time 


to lrith the Iriſßh Captains, ſent on purpoſe by the King to 
ney Pave an eye over the Commander of the Yeſlel, in caſe 


ape hey found him any way refractory and deficient in his 


ſhile expoſed to the Rain, which continued with great 
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Duty. But of this, they ſay, there happened to be nM._. 
occaſion; for the Ship being under ſail, they had an ea 
Paſſage, and landed at Calais on the 11th of this Inl 
ſtant, She deſigned to have ſtaid there for the Kin 
her Husband, Who, according as they had concerted Mat 
ters between them before their parting, was to folloy 
her the next day; but not finding the King come, ſh, 
went for Bologn, where two Friers and an Officer, tha 
have made their eſcape out of England, informed her off 
the Misfortune that befel her Husband at Feverſham, and 
which your Lordſhip can tell much better than I, Fron 
Bologn ſhe journey'd to Montrevil, and from thence tc 
St. Germains; where ſhe and her Son have had hoWyill 
nourable Reception of the King, and where King Jame ina 
is hourly expected. This, my Lord, is the Relation theWiſtes, 
give here of their Flight, and dangerous Eſcape, whiciyho 
they count little leſs than a Miracle, and a preſerving botlWpro\ 
of the Queen and her Son to a much better Fortune, BuWheſ 
tho this Court put a very good mien upon the Matter s 
and talk high; yet it is at the ſame time very difcernablQkeiy 
that they are not a little mortify'd at the Strangeneſs oi 
the Prince of Orange's Succeſs, and the Suddenneſs ofdon 
the Revolution. Which, with my humble Reſpects, is alWSuc 
I haye to communicate at this time; who am whi 


A ER | © My Log” ES tit 
Paris, Jan. 2. Nour Lordſhip's moſt tog 
1689. N. 8. Devoted Ser vantiithe 
7 o . doi 
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My Lord, | Ag 
UST asIama cloſing of this Letter, I am inform' = 

the King is alſo arrived at St. Germains, and haYp; 
met with no leſs Honours. from King Lewis than if h4jj, 
were poſſeſs'd of his Dominions and Subjects Affections to 
in as ample a degree as ever he has or could be. 

13535 My Lord, 
este, Fan, Kc. 


Pa 
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E LETTER CEXVIT. 


MW Of the Prince of Orange's Arrival at 
EM London. 


1 My Lord. | | 


n HIS Place is very barren of News, though there | 


tc is ſomething, I am ſatisfy'd, a brewing, which 
Will appear in time; and all that is novel and extraor- 
7 


Wiſes, from whence we hear, that the Prince of Orange, 
who, they ſay, is always intent, and ever was, to im- 


drove favourable Conjunctures, hath taken advantage of 
zuſſfheſe Movements to make his Entry into London; where, 
er 


tis confeſs'd, but with much Regret, he hath been re- 
Meeiv'd with great Demonſtrations of Joy and publick 
Applauſe (but they fay it is nothing but what is uſually 
done to Newcomers) having been felicitated upon the 
ucceſs of his Enterprize, and thanked for the Zeal 
which he had teſtify'd for the Good of the Engliſh Na- 
tion, *Tis alſo reported, That the Nobility have met 
together, and pray'd him to take the Adminiſtration of 
the Government upon him, till the Eſtates of the King- 
dom can be call'd together; waich is dreaded here b 


nt 


been Inſtructions iſſued out from hence already to their 
Agents at London (where they have a great Number, 


Has Projects may be on foot for the eſtabliſhing a Settlement 


Yin England, and of which 1 ſhall endeayour to tranſmit 
N3Fto your Lordſhip the Particulars. I am, | 
Paris, Jan. 27, My Lord, 

1589. N. 8. Your very Humble Servant. 


linary ſeems to have been tranſplanted to the Briziſh 


both Courts. I can aſſure your Lordſhip, there have 


n q though under various Diſguiſes) to countermine whatever 
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eee 
LETTER Cxxix. 


Inſtructious given to the French Emiſſaries 
to infuſe into ſome Engliſh Peers, upon thilf 
Subject- matter of King James's deſerting o 
the Crown, in favour of his Intereſt. 


My Lord, © | i = 
II is not doubted here but that there will be ſtrong . 
Efforts made for the advancing of the Prince of G 
range to the Engl; Throne; and by the Returns made 
of Members to ſerve upon the preſent Occaſion in tha 
Lower Houſe, it is concluded that their Procedures wi 
be much in favour of his Intereſt, and conſequently tal 
the diſadvantage of this Court; and therefore they L i 
taken care to give them a Bone to pick, though I knowſſfy 
not well what it is for the preſent ; but of the Houſe of 
Lords they have entertain d a more favourable Opinio 
But foreſeeing that whatever is agitated among the Com 
mons, is alſo likely to creep into a Debate among theſſ 
Lords, and that the King's Religion, his evil Adminiſtra 
tion, his Retreat out of the Kingdom, and the Compactſſ. 
between him and his People, may be call'd in queſtion zi 
they have, by way of Precaution, given Inſtructions to] 
their Emiſſaries ni to infuſe into any ſuch Peers as they 
judge ſuſceptible of ſuch Inſinuations (but I cannot think Har: 
your Lordſhip of that Number) That it was true, the i 
| King's Religion had been a main Cauſe to bringer 
thoſe Misfortunes upon himſelf and the Nation, which | 
they labour'd under; but hereby it could not be thought 
that it ſhould be as much as once debated for a ſuffi. Nati 
cient Ground to exclude him from his Throne: That hg 
this would appear ſtrange in the fight of all Na- 
| : tions, 
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ons, that a Popiſh Prince was incapable to ſway a 
epter, when even in England it ſelf thete had been 
Wo leſs than forty Roman Catholick Kings, who had go- 
"Mern'd England from King Egbert to Queen Elizabeth : 
ſhat it was but the other day that all the Kingdom had 
Addreſſes on purpoſe diſavow'd that Maxim; That 
he two Univerſities had condemn'd the ſame for an 
rror, and that the Parliament in 1685. did believe it 


, thing ſo pernicious and deſtruftive to a State, that 
Ney were minded to brand with Infamy all who would 
oye excluded the Duke of York from the Succeſſion: 


hat all the Nation having acknowledged this Prince at a 
me when he made open profeſſion of the Popiſh Re- 
gion, it would be a ridiculous Inconſequence to pretend 
hat that ſame Religion was an- hindrance to his reigning 
= King of England; and that as for any previous Com- 
act that might be alledged by ill- diſpoſed Men to have 
en between King and People, it was a pernicious chi- 
Merical Notion, often condemn'd as a Gap open'd to 
ditious Practices for the imbroiling of the State: That 
urely that Retreat could not be call'd a Deſertion in the 
Ning, full of Diſcontent, and finding himſelf abandon'd 
his Subjects to the Mercy of a foreign Nation, eſpecial - 
ſeeing the Royal Character he bore did but expoſe him 
the Inſults of the People, and his Perſon to the hands 
f a Prince that impoſed Laws upon him, ſeized him in 
is own Dominions, and gave him Umbrages that ought 
p preſage greater Dangers unto him ; That the Offers he 
ad again and again made to the Nation, and even to 
Fe Prince of Orange, who protected it, to treat with 
hem amicably, to leaye nothing undone for the redreſ- 
ing of their Grievances, could not but be adjudged Re- 
kBarations ſufficient for thoſe Faults that were imputed to 


the im ; That the Letter he had writ, left behind him at 
15 ever ſbam, and order'd to be printed, with ſeveral other 
tters which he had actually writ to divers Perſons, aſ- 
giterting his Authority and Claim; and, That the Proteſ- 
th- tions, which no doubt he would make againſt any 
hat iets of the Aſſembly to meet, if any ſuch ſhould hap- 
pen 
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pen in disfavour of him, which could hardly be credited 
and the Meaſures which he had taken, and whereof the £ 
heard enough eyery day, and would doubtleſs more anc 
more daily, for the Recovery of his Dominions, were 
evident Demonſtrations that he had not renounced them 
and, That if they were deſerted by him, it was becauſé 
his Perſon was in no Security there, and not the Throne 2 
which he ſtill looked upon as a Property appertaining tc 

him alone: That he was not the firſt and only King 
even of England, that had made this Step; That Ethel 
red, in the time of the Saxon Kings, retired. into Nor 

mandy; and that among the Royal Stem of the Plan 
tagenets, Edward IV. paſt over into Flanders with 
out King Henry VI. his Competitor's believing that he 

had thereby acquired a new Title to the Crown: Tha 

as to the preſent Conjuncture the King found himſel 
in, the Condition of Kings would be very hard, if the 
of all Mankind were the only perſons who were not al 
low'd the Fayour to ſhun a Danger they were expos'c 
to, and which could not be avoided but by fleeing fro 
it; and that ſurely it was a Man's Prudence, when he 
ſaw his Houſe on Re beyond a Poſſibility of extinguiſh 

ing it, to ſave his own Life, and attend an Opportunit 
to rebuild it again, ſince he could not ſave it from burn 
ing. What Succeſſes, my Lord, theſe Remonſtrances 

have met with, or may ſtill, it may be your Lordſhip 
can tell; but 1 can tell you, if this fails, there is another 

Mine- to ſpring, whereon __ rely very much, and 
on which they intend to work with their utmoſt Dili 
uy : but I pray God to keep my poor Country fro 
k 


ling again into their Snares, from which it now is i 

ſo fair a way of being deliver'd, and to inſpire your Lord 
ſhip, an] other worthy Patriots, at ſuch a Juncture, wit 
a proportionable Zeal for the Good of it; and ſo I reſt, 


| i paris, Feb. 6. 6 | My Lord, s 
2 1689. N. S. | Your Lordſhip's moſt 
. Humble Ser van. 
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+. My Lord, | | 
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-- LETTER CXXX. 


Upon the Thrones being declared Vacant by 


the Convention, the French Emiſſaries were 


to endeavour to imbroil the Nation about the 
Form of Government to be eſtabliſhed among 
them. 3 DE ah | 


* 


T Know not how it is in England, but Mens Wits here 
have play'd ſo liberally upon the Word Abdication, 
ſtarted in your Convention, and ſuch Raillery and Buſtle 
made about it, as can ſcarce be believed by any unleſs 
he were an Eye and Ear - witneſs of it; and believing at 
the ſame time they would never make any thing of it, 
but that the Precautions they had taken to manage the 
Upper Houſe, would fully anſwer their Expectations, the 
Grimaces they have ſince made upon their receiving 
certain Advices, That the Throne had been declared 


- wacant, are not ſo ſurprizing, for one is a natural Con- 


ſequence of the other, as they are ſudden and ridicu- 
lous; though they are not yet quite out of hopes 


for their Emiſſaries have received previous Inſtructions, 
That in caſe their Remonſtrances to the Lords, as men- 
c tion'd in my laſt, would not do, then they fhould 
© chiefly turn their Batteries upon the Members of the 


© Lower Houſe, by infuſing Notions into ſome of one 


< ſort of Government as the beſt z to others, another; to 


© gain.time thereby, and concert mutual Jealouſies be- 
© tween the Parties: which would not fail of making the 


prince weary of ſuch endleſs Wranglings, and ſo make 
bim either aſſume the Government by vir tue of his 


© own Power and Authority; or elle ſeeing no hopes of 
| any 
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any Settlement, and that the Factions were ſo ſtrong 
as not to be quelled, and ſo obſtinate as not to be 

reconciled, to retire home, and leave them in a far 
* worſe State than he found them.“ The Republican 


a, 8 


Party, which they knew to be but very few, they are to 


ply warmly with the © Fitneſs of the Opportunity to ſet up 
a Free State once again; that perhaps the Prince of 
© Orange would be better pleaſed with it, provided he 
© were made Stadtholder as he was in Holland, and greatly 


| N promote it, if he ſaw once a Tendency in yo conſi- 


© derable Members that way; that a Regency, which was 
. © like to be propoſed upon the declaring the Throne 
© vacant, could not be thought to be ſo agreeable to 
© him, who knew well enough the publick Evils that 
© were annex'd to ſuch an Office: but that if it ſo 
© happen'd, that the major part ſhould carry it, that the 
© Regal Dignity and Office ſhould be continued, and that 
in the Perſon of another than King James, and by 
© natural Conſequence it be offer d to the Prince of 
© Orange, yet ſurely they could not be ſo far want- 
ing to themſelyes, as not to ſtickle that he ſhould re- 
ceive the Crown under ſuch a Title as might come as 
nigh that Form of a Republick as might be, and lay 
a ſure Foundation for the Introduftion of it, when 
things were riper, at another turn of Government, which 
under ſuch Circumſtances could not chuſe but quickly 
happen, And what could they better do, than to get 
the Kingdom declared Elective, which, as it was a de- 
baſing and diminution of Hereditary Succeſſion, fo 
it was a great ſtep towards the erecting of a popular 
© Government once more, which the Treachery and Hy- 
© pocriſy of one at the Head of it had deſtroy'd in the 
« preſent Age, when it was in a fair way of givin 
Laws to all the neighbour Nations round it ?* Th 
have been further inſtructed, That if they found any 
© diſpoſed to favour the Title of Conqueſt, ſo far to 
< promote it, as might in ſome meaſure give check to 


the other Factions, but by no means over- ballance 
4 hem.” Ro | 
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But that theſe Practices may have as little Succeſs as 
thoſe: mention'd in my laſt to your Lordſhip, is the - 


earneſt Deſire and Hope of, 
Paris, Feb. 15. | My Lorg, Gf : 
1689. N. S. Fa '% 
1 5 ; * Your Tordſpip's 


a A AAA 
LETTER CXXXL — 


Of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange being 
proclaimed King and Queen of England, &c. 


- My Tord, DO 
T' HIS Court is thunder-ſtruck, that all their Coun- 
ter-Plots and Deſigns have been render'd fo inef-' 


fectual in England, where heretofore they ſeldom uſed to 


miſs their Mark, and that they come to be aſſured by 


repeated Adyices, that the Prince and Princeſs of Orange 


are declared Ring ag Queen of England, &c. And what 
adds greatly to their Mortification, is the Circumſtances of 
it, both as to the Title whereby they are declared, and 
the People of England's previous aſſerting their Native 

Rights and Legal Privileges ſo vigorouſly, and thereby 
calling ſuch an Odium upon the late Government, as can 
hardly be obliterated and forgotten in this Age. And now 
they Seek to think, what may they not fear from a Prince 

who has been ſo much injured by them, had always the 
Honeſty, as well as Courage and Conſtancy, to oppoſe 
their Ineroachments; and now by this mighty Acceſſion 
of Power has means .enough to put a check upon their 
exorbitant Greatneſs, and perhaps force them to diſgorge 


what 
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what they have been devouring of their — for 

many years paſt: which I heartily long to fee effected, 

and wiſh King William and his Royal Conſort may be 

happier than Auguſtus, and better than Trajanus; and 

that your Lordſhip may flouriſh under them, whom 1 

ſhall ever love and honour, though I cannot at preſent 

ſerve, becanſe of the Difficulty of ſafe Conveyance to 

Four Hands: and therefore, till I can ſettle a ſure and 

ſafe Correſpondence; upon this Change of Government, 

with your Lordſhip, I remain, 

Paris, Feb. 27. u Lord, 

4 168 9. N. S. | 

2 05h Tour very Humble Servant. 
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